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Introduction

The process of identifying the Identical Books and the gathering of the measurements
is described in my previous paper in these proceedings. Most of the IB collection at
The British Library is shown in figure 1. The term “Identical Book” includes a
number of collection categories that are not books, such as maps, musical scores, and
pamphlets. A photomontage of one set of identical books, figure 2, illustrates the
difficulty in ensuring “identicalness”. These books were never seen together, so
differences in issue, binding or post acquisition changes could easily be missed.

Figure 1. The majority of the collection of IBs at The British Library, omitting the
maps and larger atlases. Similar collections were brought together at all the legal
deposit libraries.


