
UKMARC tags and fields 
Tag 500 – 586 : Notes 
 

Each field allows certain types of information relating to the item in hand to be added to 

the record. The nature of the information is usually apparent from the name of the field. 

Where this is not the case, a further definition has been added. 

All notes fields (except fields 524 and 535) have a first indicator value of 0. The second 

indicator is set to place the note in the correct relationship to the work or parts of the 

work. A second indicator setting other than zero may occur only when one or more 248 

fields are present. In such cases, the second indicator in the 5XX field is set to the same 

value as the first indicator of the 248 field to which it is related, i.e. in the range 0-9, A-Z. 

All notes fields (except fields 524 and 580) are repeatable, though as an alternative to 

repeating a note field, two or more separate notes of one type may be input to one field 

and separated by the prescribed punctuation. Most notes fields consist of a single $a 

subfield. In fields where there is more than one subfield, all subfields for that field are 

listed and named. Subfields are not repeatable, unless otherwise stated. Such exceptions 

occur mainly in fields introduced to cater for the special needs of the book trade and 

cataloguers of rare and antiquarian books. All notes fields are used in BNBMARC records 

unless stated otherwise. 

500 General 

The 500 field is used for all notes not covered by fields 501/586. The code in subfield $s 

should be taken from the USMARC code list for organizations. (Washington: Library of 

Congress, 1996). For codes for organisations not covered in this list, application should be 

made to the British Library’s UKMARC Office. 

SUBFIELD 
CODES 

DEFINITION  

$a General Note       

$s Code for library or institution now holding the 
item (NR)  

Examples 

1. 500.00$aWith 5 sheets of stickers in container  

2. 500.00$aExhibition catalogue  

3. 500.00$aEight men, 6 women The work is a play, and the 

note specifies the required cast.  

The work is a play, and the note specifies the required cast.  

4. 500.00$aShows military grid  



5. 500.00$aFragmente der Liebe is for tenor saxophone or 

basset horn and string quartet  

6. 500.00$aSeries sponsored by the European Ethnological 

Research Centre  

7. 500.00$a'The Harvard Law School's Program on 

International Financial Systems organized this study with 

the Japan Center for International Finance (JCIF)' - Fwd  

8. 500.00$aConference proceedings  

9. 500.00$aPublished in connection with the exhibition at the 

Gallery of Modern Art, Washington, March 1992-April 1992 

10.  

10. 500.00$aBears restricted use classification  

501 : 'With' Note (AACR2 1.7B21) 

1. 501.00$aWith: The reformed school / John Drury. London 

: Printed for R. Wadnothe, 1650  

2. 501.00$aWith: Incident report  

3. 501.00$aWith: Symphony no.5 / Beethoven  

4. 501.00$aWith: Journal of environmental science and 

health. Part B, Pesticides, food contaminants, and 

agricultural wastes; and, Journal of environmental science 

and health. Part C, Environmental health sciences  

502 : Dissertation Note (AACR2 1.7B13)  

1. 502.00 $aThesis (M.A.) - University of Edinburgh, 1996  

2. 502.00 $aRevised version of doctoral dissertation: 

Prophets, prophecy and inspiration - Brandeis University, 

1992  

503 : Bibliographic History (AACR2 1.7B7) 

1. 503.00$aPrevious ed.: 1961  

2. 503.00$aOriginally published: Edinburgh : Mainstream, 

1991  

3. 503.00$aSheets of various eds  

4. 503.00$aAbridged from the 1844 edition  

5. 503.00$aAbsorbed by: Diseases of the esophagus  

6. 503.00$aMerged with: Computer control quarterly, to 

become: Information management & computer security  



7. 503.00$aFacsim. of ed. published: London : T. Cadell and 

W. Davies, 1805. - Reprinting limited to 3,000 copies, with 

a new introduction by William Rees-Mogg  

8. 503.00$aOriginally published in: Tiger wants more. 

London : Methuen, 1981  

9. 503.00$aOriginally published: under the name Anthony 

Morton, 1980  

10. 503.00$aOriginally published as: Why we get sick. New 

York: Times, 1994; as Evolution and healing. London : 

Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1995  

11. 503.00$aPrevious ed.: New York : Trend, 1985 ; London : 

Gollancz, 1980  

12. 503.00$aPrevious ed.: published as Statistics for social 

scientists. London : Harper and Row, 1982  

13. 503.00$aThis ed. originally published: London : Gollancz, 

1988. - Previous ed.: London : Macmillan, 1985  

14. 503.00$aThis ed. originally published: Princeton, N.J. : 

Princeton University Press, 1988. - Previous ed.: published 

as Environment studies. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton 

University Press, 1979  

15. 503.00$aThis ed. originally published: Princeton, N.J. : 

Princeton University Press, 1988. - Previous ed.: published 

as Environment studies. Princeton, N.J. : Princeton 

University Press, 1979  

16. 503.00$aTranslation and new ed. of: Oiseaux du Canada  

504 : Bibliography and Index (AACR2 1.7B18)  

1. 504.00$aIncludes bibliographies and index  

2. 504.00$aBibliography: p313. - Includes index  

3. 504.00$aList of films: p74-76  

4. 504.00$aDiscography: p212-215  

5. 504.00$aIncludes index of streets  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



505 Contents (AACR2 1.7B18) 

This field may simply contain an informative note or it may contain the same data as that 

found in fields 100/245 and 503 for entries made at different levels. 

Examples 

1. 505.00$aIncludes selective index to volumes I to VII of A 

history of the county of Middlesex  

2. 505.00$aIncludes 2 ancillary maps and tables  

3. 505.01$a'Incorporating amendment issued February, 

1969 (AMD 215)'  

The note relates to a particular volume of a multi-volume work.  

4. 505.00$aContents: Horrid Henry's injection - Horrid Henry 

and the secret club - Perfect Peter's horrid day - Horrid 

Henry's birthday party  

5. 505.00$aContents: Memoirs of a fox-hunting man. 

Originally published: London: Faber and Gwyer, 1928. - 

Memoirs of an infantry officer. Originally published: 1930. 

- Sherston's Progress. Originally published: 1936  

6. 505.00$aContents: A vampire in the family / Roy Apps. - 

Hopping mad / Nick Warburton. - Sabre-tooth sandwich / 

Leon Garfield. - Storm magic / Toby Forward  

7. 505.00$aContents: The assessment of wages in England 

by the justices of the peace / Richard Henry Tawney. 

Originally published: in Vierteljahrsschrift fur Sozial-und 

Wirtschaftsgeschichte XI (1914). - Wages regulation 

under the Statute of Artificers / Roger Keith Kelsall. 

Originally published. London: Methuen, 1938. - A Century 

of wage assessment in Herefordshire. Originally published: 

in the English historical review. LVII (1942)  

506 : Restrictions on Access (AACR2 1.7B20) 

This field is used to record any access restrictions associated with an item. 

SUBFIELD 
CODES 

DEFINITION  

$r Materials specified (NR)      

$a Terms governing access (NR) 

$b Jurisdiction 

$c Physical access provisions 

$d Authorised users 

$e Authorisation 

$f Code for library or institution to which field applies 



(NR) 

Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is used when the note applies 

to only part of the item.  

The code in subfield $s should be taken from Directory of library codes. (Boston Spa: The 

British Library, 1999) or USMARC code list for organizations. (Washington: Library of 

Congress, 1996). 

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 506.00$aRestricted: cannot be viewed until 

2010$dMembers of donor's family$bLetter HRC 86.8A from 

donor Members of the donor's family are not subject to the 

restrictions given in subfield $a.  

2. 506.00$a$rNewspaper cuttings$crequire 24 hours notice  

508 : Statement of Responsibility (AACR2 1.7B6) 

1. 508.00$aWords late 15-century anonymous  

2. 508.00$aBased on the novel by Thomas Hardy  

3. 508.00$a'Ch. Smith sculp.' - Cover  

4. 508.00$aPrepared for concert use by Robert King  

5. 508.00$aCast: Sigourney Weaver, Ben Kingsley, Stuart 

Wilson  

6. 508.00$aSettings of songs found in Eugene O'Neill's plays  

7. 508.00$aAt head of title: International Astronomical Union 

= Union Astronomique Internationale  

8. 508.00$aRead by Louis Jordan  

9. 508.00$aPatrick O'Brian is the author of the 

Aubrey/Maturin books  

Example of book trade use of this field.  

10. 508.00$a'The conference was convened by the 

Netherlands Committee for the International Year of the 

Family in collaboration with the Hague Conference on 

Private International Law' - Back cover 11.  

11. 508.00$a'Batman created by Bob Kane' - t.p.  

12. 508.00$a'Most of the recipes in this booklet were compiled 

... by The Criccieth Women's Institute' - note from 

introduction  



511 : ISBN and ISSN  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 511.00$aISBN 0-04-200023-8 Pbk: £1.25  

2. 511.00$aISSN 0142-0852  

512 : Detailed Summary (AACR2 1.7B17) 

The 512 field is designed primarily for use by the book trade. Detailed summaries are 

defined as summaries that exceed 300 characters. Shorter summaries should be entered 

in field 513. 

Subfield $a is repeatable, and may be repeated for each new paragraph of the summary. 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

512.00$a Reports on the swannery at Abbotsbury, Dorset and swan-upping on 

the Thames. Originally part of a Benedictine monastery, the swannery has been 

in existence for more than six centuries. It is the only managed colony of wild 

swans, with some 800 birds, many of which nest on the wetlands of Abbotsbury’s 

huge lagoon. Every summer the ceremony of swan-upping takes place, when 

pens and their cygnets are rounded up so that their beaks can be marked to 

determine to whom they belong. 

 
513 : Summary (AACR2 1.7B17) 

The 513 field is intended for summaries not in excess of 300 characters. Longer 

summaries should be entered in field 512. 

Subfield $a is repeatable, and may be repeated for each new paragraph of the summary. 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples 

1. 513.00$aStudy with special reference to Andhra Pradesh  

2. 513.00$aSummary: Discusses the technical development 

of virtual reality and explains its present uses and future 

possibilities  

514 : Title Information (AACR2 1.7B3-5)  

1. 514.00$aTitle from container  

2. 514.00$aCover subtitle: A new approach to health and 

fitness  

3. 514.00$aTitle varies  

4. 514.00$aAdded t.p. in French: Essais économique  

http://www.bl.uk/ukmarc/marc505.html#512�


5. 514.00$aTeitl clawr = Cover title  

6. 514.00$aAlso entitled: Watson Wyatt budget brief  

7. 514.00$aSpine title: Wealth of nations. - Running title: The 

nature and causes of the wealth of nations  

515 : Sequence Designation of Serials (AACR2 12.7BB)  

1. 515.00$aNumbering irregular  

2. 515.00$aEach issue covers: Apr.1 - Mar.31  

3. 515.00$aSuspended with v.11  

4. 515.00$aVol.1 (18 issues), v.2- (12 issues)  

516 : Cartographic Data (AACR2 3.7BB) 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 516.00$aLimiting magnitude 3.5  

2. 516.00$aPrime meridian is Paris  

3. 516.00$aPurple layering  

4. 516.00$aScales range from 1:3 700 to 1:6 500  

518 : Change of Control Number 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 518.00$aPrevious control number ISBN 0-905478-97-5  

2. 518.00$aRe-input as ISBN 0-510-48801-3  

521 : Audience (AACR2 1.7B14) 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 521.00$aFor 9-13 age range  

2. 521.00$aFor adolescents  

3. 521.00$aFor retail shop personnel in UK 

A video explaining the EC Ecolabelling Scheme.  

 

524 : Preferred Citation of Described Materials (Not Repeatable) 

This field is used to record the format of the citation for the described materials that is 

preferred by the custodian. It is intended primarily for use with archive materials. This field 

is not used in BNBMARC records. 

 



INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0     Cite as: 

8     No display constant generated 

  0   Note relates to whole work 

  1-9 
A-Z  

  
Note relates to a volume or part of the work 

SUBFIELD CODE     

$a     Preferred citation of described materials (NR) 

Examples 

1. Cite as: Berkshire Record Office. DDX/16 

524.00$aBerkshire Record Office. DDX/16  

2. 524.80$aUntil 1800 cited as: Monthly intelligencer  

525 : Accompanying Materials and Supplements (AACR2 1.7B11) 

1. 525.00$aOne CD-ROM in pocket attached to inside back 

cover  

2. 525.00$aPull-out map<  

3. 525.00$aEach sheet accompanied by a sheet of geological 

sections  

4. 525.00$aWith brief notes<  

5. 525.00$aSlides with every 7th issue  

6. 525.00$aIncludes as insert: The Vijveberg evaluation 

instrument for nursing theories<  

7. 525.00$aWith a summary report for parents [6p]  

528 : Publication, Production and Distribution (AACR2 1.7B9) 

1. 528.00$aPublished simultaneously in Canada  

2. 528.00$aDistributed in the UK by Turpin Distribution  

3. 528.00$aPublished in association with UNESCO  

530 : Availability of Other Versions (AACR2 1.7B16) 

1. 530.00$aAlso available on Laser Disc or CD-ROM  

2. 530.00$aAvailable as cassette or cartridge  

531 : Physical Description (AACR2 1.7B10) 

SUBFIELD 
CODES 

DEFINITION  

$a Physical description  

$s Code for library or institution now holding the 
item (NR)  



The code in subfield $s should be taken from the USMARC code list for organizations. 

(Washington: Library of Congress, 1996). For codes for organisations not covered in this 

list, application should be made to the British Library’s UKMARC Office. 

1. 531.00$aOpposite pages bear duplicate numbering  

2. 531.00$aSheet size varies  

3. 531.00$aAudiotape is pulsed with audible frame change 

signals  

4. 531.00$aMaps on lining papers  

5. 531.00$aBound tête-bêche  

6. 531.00$aIn carrying box  

7. 531.00$aIn ring-binder  

8. 531.00$aPoster (1 folded sheet) attached to inside back 

cover  

9. 531.00$aText, ill on inside covers. - Board book  

10. 531.00$aScore and parts bound together in loose leaf 

binding  

11. 531.00$aLimited ed. of 500 copies signed and numbered 

by the author  

12. 531.00$aPortfolio contains 16 loose leaves  

13. 531.00$aPop-up book  

14. 531.00$aDyeline  

 
532 : Series (AACR2 1.7B12) 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples 

1. 532.00$a'Nuova edizione critica delle opere di Antonio 

Vivaldi' - piii  

2. 532.00$aEach issue individually numbered in series  

534 : Reference to Published Descriptions (AACR2 1.7B15) 

534.00$aReferences: Holt A6bii 

Reference to an entry in: A bibliography of the writings of James Branch Cabell / 

Guy Holt. Philadelphia: Centaur Bookshop, 1924. 

535 : Location of Originals or Duplicates 

The 535 field is used to record information on the location of original and duplicate copies 

of an item. It is intended primarily for use with archive materials. 



INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

1     Note relates to an original  

2     Note relates to a duplicate  

  0   Note relates to whole work 

  1-9 
A-Z  

  
Note relates to a volume or part of the work 

SUBFIELD CODE     

$a     Custodian (NR) 

$b     Postal address 

$c     Country 

$d     Telecommunications address 

$g     Repository location code (NR) 

$r     Materials specified (NR) 

1. This field is used only to record the location of an original or 

duplicate item which is held in a different location to the item 

being described.  

2. The code in subfield $g should be taken from Directory of library 

codes. (Boston Spa: The British Library, 1999) or USMARC code 

list for organizations. (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996). 

3.  

3. Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is 

used when the note applies to only part of the item.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

535.20$aCambridge University Library$bWest Road, Cambridge CB3 

9DR$cEngland$gCA/U-1 

536 : Notes Relating to an Original (AACR2 8.7B22, 11.7B22) 

1. 536.00$aReproduction of: Les grandes laveuses. 1912  

2. 536.00$a1art original : oil, col. ; 85x70cm. In Prado 

Museum, Madrid  

3. 536.00$aFacsimile of a dismembered manuscript  

537 : Type of Computer File or Data (AACR2 9.7B1a, 9.7B8)  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

1. 537.00$aSPSS 5.2  

2. 537.00$aFORTRAN IV, level H  

3. 537.00$aNumeric (Summary statistics)  



4. 537.00$aText (Law reports)  

5. 537.00$aComputer program  

538 : Numbers on the Item (AACR2 1.7B19) 

This field is used for formatted publishers’ numbers on sound recordings, printed music 

and video recordings. It is used when the number is not cited elsewhere in the record. 

SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$a Descriptive statement (NR)  

$b Number (NR)  

Examples 

1. 538.00$aPublisher's no.$bLB3721-9  

2. 538.00$aPl. no.$bPWM 8061  

3. 538.00$aIsland$bILPS 92810  

540 : Terms Governing Use and Reproduction 

This field is used to record any restrictions with regard to the use or reproduction of an 

item. It is intended primarily for use with archive materials. 

1. Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is 

used when the note applies to only part of the item.  

2. The code in subfield $s should be taken from Directory of library 

codes. (Boston Spa: The British Library, 1999) or USMARC code 

list for organizations. (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996).  

SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$r Materials specified (NR) 

$a Terms governing use and reproduction (NR) 

$b Jurisdiction (NR) 

$c Authorisation (NR) 

$d Authorised users (NR) 

$s Code for library or institution to which field 
applies (NR) 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

1. 540.00$aRestricted: Information rights available at 

Reading Room Reference Desk  

2. 540.00$rDiaries$aPhotocopying prohibited$dExecutor of 

estate  



541 : Acquisition 

This field is used to record information on the source from which the item was most 

recently acquired. It is intended primarily for use with archive materials. 

Information on the provenance of an item is recorded in field 561. 

SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$r Materials specified (NR) 

$a Source of acquisition (NR) 

$b Address (NR) 

$c Method of acquisition (NR) 

$d Date of acquisition (NR) 

$e Accession number (NR) 

$f Owner (NR 

$h Purchase price (NR) 

$n Extent 

$o Type of unit 

$s Code for library or institution to which field 
applies (NR) 

1. Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is 

used when the note applies to only part of the item.  

2. The code in subfield $s should be taken from Directory of library 

codes. (Boston Spa: The British Library, 1999) or USMARC code 

list for organizations. (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996).  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

541.00$cPurchased$d1947$h£5,000  

542 : Mode of Use (Computer Files) (AACR2 9.7B1b) 

1. 542.00$aMode of use: On-line video or teletype terminal 

or with a small dedicated computer (e.g. PDP8)  

2. 542.00$aSystem requirements: IBM PC XT/AT or genuine 

compatible; hard disk drive; 1 floppy disk drive; DOS 3.11 

640K with 512K available RAM; CD-ROM drive  

3. 542.00$aSystem requirements: either IBM 386 or 

compatible, 8MB RAM (for Windows 95 or Windows NT) 

recommended and 14MB hard disk space, or: Macintosh SE 

or higher, 8MB RAM recommended and 7MB hard disk 

space  

4. 542.00$aSystem requirements: 386SX processor; 6MB 

RAM; Windows 3.0; 7MB free space on a hard disk  



BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. It is used by the British Library’s Electronic 

Media Group. 

544 : Location of Associated Materials 

This field is used to record details of the custodians of archival material which has the 

same provenance as the item being described, i.e. the items were previously part of the 

same collection. It is intended primarily for use with archive materials. 

SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$r Materials specified (NR) 

$a Custodian 

$b Address 

$c Country 

$d Title of associated materials 

$e Provenance of associated materials 

Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is used when the note applies 

to only part of the item. 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

544.00$dBaptismal records$aKnappagh Presbyterian 

Church$bArmagh$cNorthern Ireland 

546 : Language (AACR2 1.7B2) 

Examples 

1. 546.00$aTranslation of: La vie mode d'emploi  

2. 546.00$aText in English with Jita  

3. 546.00$aParallel Latin text and English translation<  

4. 546.00$aAbstract in French, German and Spanish  

5. 546.00$aGeological legend in Russian and French  

6. 546.00$aLatin words  

7. 546.00$aTranslated from the Serbo-Croat  

8. 546.00$aFrench text with teachers' notes in English  

9. 546.00$aAddasiad Cymraeg o = Welsh adaptation of: The 

new puppy  

 

 



554 : Frequency of Serials (AACR2 12.7B1) 

This field is used when fields 310 and 321 are not used. It is not used in BNBMARC records 

when the frequency is obvious from the title, e.g. Monthly film bulletin. 

1. 554.00$aIssued every month except Aug  

2. 554.00$aWeekly  

3. 554.00$aIrregular  

555 : Indexes to Serials (AACR2 12.7B17) 

1. 555.00$aIndexes: Vols. 1(1927)-25(1951) in v.26, no.1>  

2. 555.00$aIndex published separately every Dec  

3. 555.00$aEvery sixth issue contains indexes to all 

preceding issues. - Indexes covering every three years 

available  

556 : Item Described – when not the first issue of a serial (AACR2 12.7B23) 

1. 556.00$aDescription based on: Vol.3, no.3 (May/June 

1995)  

2. 556.00$aDescription based on: Issue 27  

557 : Graphic Index and Characteristic Sheet (AACR2 3.7B18) 

This field is used to record the presence with a sheet map of a graphic index and/or 

characteristic sheet. It may be required in addition to the recording of the presence of an 

ordinary word index in 008 character position 32. 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 557.00$aIncludes graphic index and characteristic sheet  

2. 557.00$aGraphic index on some sheets  

561 : Provenance (AACR2 2.18F1) 

The 561 field is used to record information on the ownership and past history of items. It is 

intended primarily for use with antiquarian materials, rare books and other special 

collections. Information on the source from which the item was most recently acquired is 

recorded in field 541.  



The provenance is recorded in the form of a free text note, and will often derive from 

actual evidence found in the item being catalogued. If the library holds more than one 

copy of the item, the pressmark is included, separated from the code by a colon.  

SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$r Materials specified (NR) 

$a Provenance (NR) 

$b Time of collation (NR) 

$s Code for the library or institution now 
holding the item (NR) 

1. Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is 

used when the note applies to only part of the item.  

2. The code in subfield $s should be taken from Directory of library 

codes. (Boston Spa: The British Library, 1999) or USMARC code 

list for organizations. (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996).  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

1. 561.00$aInscription of John Morris, 17th century; 

stamped as a British Museum Sale Duplicate 1787$sED/N-

1 

A book held by the National Library of Scotland, inscribed on the 

title page by the 17th century owner John Morris, and carrying 

ink stamps showing the book was in the collection of the British 

Museum before being sold as a duplicate in the sale of 1787.  

2. 561.00$aInscribed of John Shipton, surgeon of London, 

18th century; bookplate of Francis Dickens, 1795$sLO/N-

1: 999.z.100 

A book held by the British Library at pressmark 999.z.100 

carrying the 18th century inscription 'Joan. Shipton Chirurg. 

Lond.', and the bookplate of Francis Dickens, dated 1795.  

3. 561.00$aRecords inherited from the various water 

companies by Houghton Urban District Council in 1937 and 

later deposited at Durham Record Office. Transferred to 

Tyne and Wear Archives Service on 28 July 1976  

 

563 : Binding Information (AACR2 2.18F1) 

The 563 field is used to record binding information and is intended primarily for use with 

antiquarian materials, rare books and other special collections. 



The binding description is recorded in the form of a free text note. The code in subfield $s 

should be taken from Directory of library codes. (Boston Spa: The British Library, 1999) or 

USMARC code list for organizations. (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996). If the library 

holds more than one copy of the item, the pressmark is included, separated from the code 

by a colon. 

SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$a Binding note (NR) 

$s Code for the library or institution now 
holding the item (NR) 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples 

1. 563.00$aLate 16th century blind tooled centrepiece 

binding, dark brown calf$sED/N-1 

An item held by the National Library of Scotland, in a blind tooled 

centrepiece binding, in calf leather, dating from the late 16th 

century.  

2. 563.00$aGold tooled morocco binding by Benjamin West, 

ca. 1840$sLO/N-1: 999.z.101 

A book held by the British Library at pressmark 999.z.101 in a 

gold tooled morocco binding with the binder's ticket of Benjamin 

West, dating from ca. 1840.  

580 : Linking Entry Complexity (Not Repeatable) 

This field is used in addition to, or instead of, notes generated by 76x-78x fields in order to 

link entry fields. It is also used instead of such notes fields as 503 (Bibliographic history) 

and 530 (Availability of other versions) when the record contains 76x-78x fields. 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

245.34$aThe stallion review 580.00$a'Produced in conjunction with the 

"Bloodstock breeders' annual".' 787.10$tBloodstock breeders' annual  

583 : Preservation Action  

The 583 field is used to record information on the actions or sequences of actions 

associated with preservation and conservation. It is intended primarily for use with 

antiquarian materials, rare books and other special collections. 



SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$a Action note (NR) 

$b Action identification 

$c Time of action 

$d Action interval 

$e Contingency for action 

$f Authorisation  

$h Jurisdiction 

$i Method of action  

$j Site of action 

$k Action agent 

$l Status 

$n Extent 

$o Type of unit 

$s Code for the library or institution now 
holding the item (NR) 

$x Non-public note 

$z Public note 

1. The code in subfield $s should be taken from Directory of library 

codes. (Boston Spa: The British Library, 1999) or USMARC code 

list for organizations. (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996). If 

the library holds more than one copy of the item, the pressmark 

is included, separated from the code by a colon.  

2. Subfield $b may contain a code or other designation, e.g. a 

project code.  

3. The time in subfield $c should be input in ISO format, i.e. year, 

month (if applicable), day (if applicable).  

4. Subfield $d is used when the time cannot be expressed as a 

specific date, e.g. at the end of an academic term, or every five 

years. 5  

5. Subfield $e is used when the time is linked to an unpredictable 

date, e.g. the date of receipt.  

6. Subfield $f contains the text of, or a citation to, a rule etc. 

governing the action.  

7. Subfield $h contains the name of a person, an institution, a 

position, or a function within a library or institution who or which 

has responsibility for the action.  

8. Subfield $l contains the condition or state of the described 

materials sometimes, but not always, resulting from an action.  

9. Subfields $n and $o are used when the action affects only part of 

the item.  

10. Subfields $x and $z contain notes pertaining to an action on an 

item which either is ($y) or is not ($x)displayed to the public.  



11. A thesaurus of recommended conservation and preservation 

terms, Standard terminology for USMARC field 583, has been 

issued by the Preservation of Library Materials Section of the 

Resources and Technical Services Division of the American 

Library Association.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 583.00$aCondition reviewed$c19951123$ltext stained, 

binding intact, water damage$sQL/P18 

On 23rd November 1995, the condition of an item held by Wigan 

Library was reviewed and the item found to be have the text 

stained, to be water damaged and with the binding intact.  

2. 583.00$aRepaired$c1993$lOriginal retained, 

rebacked$sCA/U-1 

In 1993 an item held by the Napier Shaw Library was repaired by 

being rebacked, the original being retained.  

3. 583.00$aReview condition$ewhen deposit is 

complete$sCA/U-66 

An item held by the Pendlebury Music Library was flagged to 

have its condition reviewed once all parts being deposited had 

been received.  

4. 583.00$aCondition reviewed$c19911121$lbinding 

intact$fSCAN$kBH$sLO/N-4 

On 21st November 1991 the condition of an item held by the 

Science Museum Library was checked by a member of staff with 

the initials BH as part of a review project called SCAN.  

5. 583.00$afumigate$oarchive boxes$c19861010$sLO/S12 

On 10th October 1986 the archive boxes held by the Royal 

Entomological Society were fumigated.  

584 : Rate of Accumulation and Frequency of Use 

This field contains information about the rate of accumulation of an item when it is an 

open-ended accession. It is also used to record information on the frequency of use. This 

field is intended for use primarily with archive materials. 

SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION  

$r Materials specified (NR) 

$a Accumulation 

$b Frequency of use 



$s Code for the library or institution now 
holding the item (NR) 

1. Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is 

used when the note applies to only part of the item.  

2. The code in subfield $s should be taken from Directory of library 

codes. (Boston Spa: The British Library, 1999) or USMARC code 

list for organizations. (Washington: Library of Congress, 1996).  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

1. 584.00$a5 linear metres per year  

2. 584.00$bAn average of 10 requests per month  

586 : Awards 

The 586 field is primarily for use by the book trade. It allows a note to be recorded of 

awards won by a particular book. 

BNB Practice  
This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

1. 586.00$aBooker prize 1980  

2. 586.00$aHugo winner 1967  

3. 586.00$aFriends of the Earth Earthworm Children's Book 

Award 1994  
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