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World War One 
www.bl.uk/world-war-one 
 
 

Teachers’ Notes 
 

Theme: Origins, outbreak and conclusions 

Subject area: The cost of war 

Rationale 
In this activity, students will use primary source material from across Europe to examine the 

aftermath of World War One and to weigh up the relevant significance of the cost of war 

according to different countries.  

 

Please note that some of the images are of bodies – the images are not degrading or gruesome 

but they are genuine. Please consider the nature of your presentation of these contents and the 

responses of the students. 

Content 
Historical sources: 

 

 Photograph - Arras in ruins 

 Photograph (sensitive) - Battlefield at Etrepilly, Marne 

 Illustration - The bombing of the cathedral at Reims 

 Photograph - Buildings destroyed by bombardment in Venice 

 Photograph (sensitive) - Casualties after a charge 

 Poster - Cupidity 

 Drawing - Done by the enemy! - child's drawing 

 Map - Map of Europe in 1914 

 Photograph - Façade of the Duomo di San Dona del Piava destroyed after the fighting 

 Photograph -  The first French war wounded, Jean-Marie Caujolle 

 Book - For the Fallen, and other poems 

 Illustration - Military cemetery at Châlons-sur-Marne, June 1917 

 Photograph - Returned local inhabitants cultivating a field in a devastated area 

 Photograph - San Dopo del Piave after the fighting 

 Report / Map - Synopsis of our obligations to our allies and others 

 Photograph -  Venice: Calle dell'Olio destroyed 

 

Recommended reading (short article): 

Remembrance and memorials by Dr Dan Todman 

Aftermath by Professor David Stevenson 

Key questions 

 What do these sources suggest were some of the costs of World War One?  

http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/arras-ruins
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/battlefield-etrepilly-marne
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/bombing-cathedral-reims
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/buildings-destroyed-bombardment-venice
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/casualities-after-a-charge
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/cupidity
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/done-by-the-enemy-childs-drawing
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/europe-satirical-map
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/facade-duomo-san-dona-del-piave
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/first-french-war-wounded
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/for-the-fallen-and-other-poems
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/military-cemetary-chalons-sur-marne
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/returned-local-inhabitants-cultivating-field
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/san-dona-del-piave-after-fighting
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/synopsis-of-obligations-to-our-allies-and-others
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/venice-calle-dell-olio-destroyed
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/remembrance-and-memorials
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/aftermath
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 How far do the costs weigh up against the causes? 

 What was the true cost of the war? 

Activities 
1.) Use Cupidity and Map of Europe in 1914 with students to deconstruct messages about 

why the war was being fought. Using mocked up or digital scales, assign this a weight 

and place it on one side of the scales. You could also do this activity using a Smartboard 

or real scales with weights. Alternatively, you could use the classroom environment to 

act as virtual scales by assigning weights to bags, books or pens. You may wish to 

assign a weight to it following: a) a class discussion or individual investigation into why 

power balance and land had become such big issues b) a recap of learning surrounding 

the causes of the war c) some exploration of the possible consequences had the war 

not broken out when it did.  

2.) Students should then use the sources to investigate the cost of the war. You can either 

signpost students to relevant sources or allow them free reign to investigate. A number 

of relevant sources are listed below for reference, but this is not exhaustive.   

Source Cost  

Arras in ruins, Venice: Calle dell'Olio 

destroyed and San Dopo del Piave after 

the fighting 

Buildings and towns destroyed. 

Battlefield at Etrepilly, Marne Cost to human and animal life. 

The bombing of the cathedral at Reims Religious buildings holding important 

historical and cultural documents 

destroyed. Cost to human life. 

Buildings destroyed by bombardment in 

Venice 

Buildings and towns destroyed. Also 

indicates that destruction was not purely 

restricted to France and Belgium. 

Casualties after a charge Cost to human life. 

Done by the enemy! - child's drawing Child’s drawing showing building on fire 

and destruction of their town/village. 

More importantly, hints at new generation 

of distrust and feelings of hatred for the 

future. 

Façade of the Duomo di San Dona del 

Piava destroyed after the fighting 

Again, destruction of important religious 

buildings in Venetian region of Italy. 

The first French war wounded, Jean-Marie 

Caujolle 

Generation of surviving soldiers maimed 

and carrying bad injuries for the remainder 

of their lives. 

For the Fallen, and other poems Feelings of loss. Generation of families 

living with the loss of brothers, husbands, 

fathers. Lack of men after the war, 

affecting economy and society. 

Returned local inhabitants cultivating a 

field in a devastated area 

Displaced people and refugees. 

Inhabitants returning to complete 

desolation. Ruination of way of life and 

means of making a living. 

http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/cupidity
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/europe-satirical-map
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/arras-ruins
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/venice-calle-dell-olio-destroyed
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/venice-calle-dell-olio-destroyed
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/san-dona-del-piave-after-fighting
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/san-dona-del-piave-after-fighting
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/battlefield-etrepilly-marne
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/bombing-cathedral-reims
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/buildings-destroyed-bombardment-venice
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/buildings-destroyed-bombardment-venice
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/casualities-after-a-charge
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/done-by-the-enemy-childs-drawing
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/facade-duomo-san-dona-del-piave
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/facade-duomo-san-dona-del-piave
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/first-french-war-wounded
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/first-french-war-wounded
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/for-the-fallen-and-other-poems
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/returned-local-inhabitants-cultivating-field
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/returned-local-inhabitants-cultivating-field
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Military cemetery at Châlons-sur-Marne, 

June 1917 

Sheer extent of death. 

 

3.) Once students have found sources that reveal something about the cost of war, they 

should assign these a weight according to how significant they feel each cost was. In 

order to do this effectively, they will need to come up with some methods of examining 

significance. One helpful method might be using some of Christine Counsell’s 

(University of Cambridge) ‘5 Rs approach’: Remembered, Results, Remarkable, 

Resonate and Revealing. For example, how far is it remembered? How far does it 

resonate? Did it result in anything? To find out more about Christine Counsell’s method 

and other ways of testing significance visit: 

The Historical Association 

Key Stage History 

You could also ask students to design their own criteria as part of the investigation.  

4.) Class debate. How do the costs weigh up against the causes? What was the true cost of 

World War One? 

Extension activities  

 Students could be encouraged to delve further into the final question by considering 

the differing opinions of each country involved. They may also look at the true cost in 

the context of future international relations and World War Two.  

 

http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/military-cemetary-chalons-sur-marne
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/military-cemetary-chalons-sur-marne
http://www.history.org.uk/
http://www.keystagehistory.co.uk/Resources/HT-r4.pdf

