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Teachers’ Notes 
 

Theme: Origins, outbreak and conclusions 

Subject area: Peace negotiations 

Rationale 
In this activity, students will use primary source material to examine the difficulties of 

international relations and the expectations of peace from the perspective of the different 

countries involved.  

 

Students will gain an insight into how peace was made at the end of World War One and will 

develop an understanding of how World War One laid the foundations for World War Two. 

Content 
Historical sources: 

 Poster - The voice of the ruins  

 Drawing - Peace 

 Illustration – ‘Villain! This is your work!’ 

 Report - Synopsis of our obligations to our allies and others 

Recommended reading (short article): 

Aftermath by Professor David Stevenson 

Key questions 

 What were the aims of different countries going in to the peace negotiations? 

 How easy was it to make peace from each country’s perspective? 

 How far did the Treaty of Versailles signal future peace? 

Activities 
1.) Introduce the idea of making peace and the difficulties of this through the cartoon 

Peace. Who are the people in the cartoon representing and what does it suggest? 

2.) Examine ‘Villain! This is your work!’ and The voice of the ruins. What do these say 

about who was to blame for the war? Whose point of view does this represent? How 

fair is this? What might this indicate about the difficulties faced by those going into 

peace negotiations? 

3.) Use knowledge learned and some additional structure relating to each country and the 

key politicians involved provided by the teacher. Divide students into groups and assign 

a country to each group. Each group should consider the issues that arose as part of the 

peace negotiations. Using the structure provided, their own knowledge and Synopsis of 

our obligations to our allies and others, students should argue for their designated 
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country’s point of view. They should, where possible, support their arguments with 

evidence. They will therefore need time to prepare beforehand and they will need to 

use the website to find pieces of evidence to support their presentation. For example, 

the group acting as France might use samples of the destruction of Arras to support 

their argument for reparations. Each country should also make their arguments 

according to their power and status, as set up in the structure provided by the teacher. 

4.) How easy was it to make decisions? How does each group’s decisions compare to the 

real outcomes of the peace negotiations? Were the peace terms fair?  

5.) Finally use knowledge of the peace terms plus the famous ‘Peace and Future Cannon 

Fodder’ cartoon (which can be found through a Google search) to analyse how far the 

Treaty of Versailles signalled future peace and stability.     

 


