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The Health Management Information Consortium (HMIC) database is a compilation of 
data from two sources, the Department of Health's Library and Information Services and 
King’s Fund Information and Library Service. DH Data  contains in excess of 174,000 
records relating to health and social care management information. Coverage includes 
official publications, journal articles and grey literature on: health service policy, 
management and administration, with an emphasis on the British National Health Service, 
and social care and personal social services. The majority of records are from 1983 
onwards, although coverage of departmental materials dates back to 1919. Over a quarter 
of the records have abstracts. 
 
The King’s Fund Information and Library Service database holds records of the material in 
the library of the King’s Fund, an independent health charity working to develop and 
improve the management of health and social care services. Its database contains over 
70,000 records (1979 to date), mostly with a UK focus, on health management and 
services, social care, service development, and NHS organisation and administration. 
Records include books, pamphlets, government reports, abstracts of journal articles, and a 
wide range of grey literature. 
 
Basic Search 
The Basic Search (pictured) is the first screen to appear.   
 

 
 
Type a word or phrase such as Night Shift Work or Hospital Infection into the search box 
and click on the search button.   You can limit your search by date of publication, or to the 
latest update only.  The system will run your search using natural language processing 
algorithms and will return results in order of relevance. 
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Advanced Search 
Advanced Search (pictured) allows you to search for an author, words in the title of a book 
or article, a journal title or words used anywhere in the record.  To make a search: 1) select 
a search type (eg keyword); 2) type a word or phrase into the search box; and  3) click the 
search button. You can use “*” or “$” to truncate your search terms.  
 

 
 
Multi Field Search 
Multi Field Search allows you to combine search terms in more than one search field.  
Searching for Clostridium difficile in the title and Maidstone in all fields  will retrieve 
records which contain BOTH the phrase Clostridium difficile somewhere in the title AND 
the word Maidstone  anywhere in the record.  You can choose fields for searching from 
the drop down menu to the right of each search box.  Click the “add new row” button to 
add more terms to your search. 
 

 

Jennie Grimshaw  01/12/2008 
 



Using the Thesaurus 
To search using terms from the Thesaurus, click on the Search Tools tab, and choose 
Thesaurus from the list of options. Enter a term in the box and press the search button. 
 

 
 
The green thesaurus display relates to the subject heading highlighted in blue.  It lists terms 
which are linked or related to it in some way – more general terms, more specific terms 
and related terms.  To add terms to your search, select one or more by clicking in the box 
before it and then clicking "Continue." Select the Explode box if you wish to retrieve 
results using the selected term and all of its more specific terms.  

Search History  
The system displays a list of the searches you have made during this session in the Search 
History box above the green search area.  You can open Search History and view the list 
by clicking on the blue bar. You can then rerun or combine searches: 

 

Jennie Grimshaw  01/12/2008 
 



 
Combining searches for “Night” and “Shifts” returns records which contain both terms.   
Combining searches for “Night” or “Shifts” simply merges the two sets without discarding 
any records. 
 
Search Results Display 
When the system has completed your search, it will display a list of results below the green 
search workspace under the blue Results Manager bar.  You can choose: 1) which parts of 
the record you want to display (citation display gives you author, title and source only;  
complete reference gives you everything in the record); 2) how many citations you would 
like to the page; and 3) the order in which you see them.  You can choose to sort by 
author, publication date, title, etc. 
 
Results Manager 
Results Manager manages records selected for output: 
 

 
 
   

• Select a whole page of records, a range of records, or check the boxes of individual 
records in the results list for output 

• Choose the parts of the records (fields) you need to output 
• Sort the records into your preferred order 
• Choose display, print, or email selected records 
• Note that downloading records is not permitted in the Library. 
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