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Sociological Abstracts provides abstracts of significant journal articles, books, book 
chapters, dissertations and conference papers in sociology and its related disciplines. 
Records go back to 1952. Many of the later records include cited references from the 
bibliographies of the source articles, enabling access to further relevant materials. 
 
You can perform a quick search or an advanced search on this database and can modify 
both searches by clicking on the date range button at the bottom of the screen. 
 
Quick Search 
 
Quick search is the simplest option. For best results link your terms with AND. You can also 
use the truncation device * in this screen as well as searching by phrase. Searching is not 
case sensitive. 
 
Advanced Search 
 
If you are searching for very specific subject matter or material, advanced search provides 
many more refinements. You can moderate your search by bibliographic field (for example 
by author, title or language) by clicking on the drop-down boxes to the right of the main 
search box. For long and complex searches you can add more rows of search boxes by 
clicking on the ‘add row’ link at the top right. 
 
Viewing your results 
 
Your results will appear as a list of titles (with abstracts) which you can click on for a full 
bibliographic record. You can choose to display your results by type of publication by 
clicking on the blue tabs at the top of the list. If your results are disappointing, you can 
refine your search by clicking on ‘edit search’ at the top of the results page. 
 
Printing 
 
Titles can be marked (by clicking on the empty box to the left of the record) and printed by 
clicking on Save, print, email at the top of the list. A screen then appears which allows you 
to organise your saved list by style and format.  
 
Other tabs 
 
The Search tools tab gives access to a number of extra functions. When you click on it a 
further row of tabs appear: History/combine searches allows you to combine searches you 
have already performed; Combine search lets you structure your own searches using field 
codes; Thesaurus allows you to interrogate a list of preferred terms in English, French and 
Spanish and the Indexes tab takes you to lists of authors, journal titles, languages and 
publication types. 
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