
 

Faith, Family and Identity 
 

  
Are religions outdated? 
 
Speaker 1: 
 
Most of the religions that like talk about family, and stuff, that’s like it’s quite 
important about love, and someone to look up to and stuff. And I think that all 
of this can still apply to like a modern society even though we’ve got divorce 
and stuff. Like I don’t think that’s like really what religion talks about when it’s 
like family, it’s just like the love aspect. I think we’ve still got that.   
 
Chair Person: 
 
Ok, great, and what about you, contrary? 
 
Speaker 2:   
 
All those morals, yeah, that’s fine. But the, you kind of, have to admit that 
religion has this ideal family that is a model father and a number of kids, without 
contraception. And that’s kind of not the way the modern world is today, and 
so all the values that religion espouses such as love, faithfulness etcetera, you 
can you know, have those, without having to agree with this ‘we will have 
thirteen kids’ and you couldn’t really have a mother and a father rather than 
two fathers or two mothers. 
 
Chair Person:  
 
Ok. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
I think that’s just a sweeping generalisation that she assumes that most religions 
preach that you should have a lot of children. 
 
Speaker 4:  
 
I was going to say that religion doesn’t, the three main religions, Islam doesn’t 
tell you to have loads of kids – it says if you can afford it, have kids. You can’t 
have kids and mistreat them ‘coz you don’t have money. So the morals, yes you 
can pick it up from anywhere, but religion provides like a framework for that 
moral to come out from. 
 
Speaker 5:  
 
Well, [inaudible] as he said, whatever the family can afford comfortably, but 
that’s not a religious thing.   
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Speaker 6:  
 
‘Coz before you said that 13 children like something like, I dunno, I know 
there’s like talk, but to you, how many children is like, a lot? 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
All those are my personal view, I don’t really care. It would depend entirely 
upon the family; there are too many variables to take into account to answer 
that. 
 
Chair Person:  
 
But were you talking about say, the way that some religions say that you can’t 
use contraception? 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
Yeah, well ‘coz I mean, there’s a, I know, there’s the idea of using the natural 
rhythm of a woman’s body for contraception. That only does so much and you 
cannot deny that there have been some cases where women are producing kid 
after kid after kid and there is usually some element of religion in that. 
 
Speaker 7:  
 
Yeah so about the, having the large family and not using the contraception, um, 
a lot of that is more, not so the contraception but the large families, a lot to do 
with tradition as opposed to religion, so, for example in the Arab peninsula it 
was the custom to have, because fertility was a sign of high status and so they 
would have literally loads and loads of kids, and so that was like a sign of high 
status and that is like all across the world. Even today in the African sub 
continent that prevalent and they don’t use contraception even though they 
have things like AIDS and HIV which have the highest rates… 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
That’s because the Catholic Church says that they can’t… 
 
Speaker 7:  
 
Right, um, but it terms of, that I know, I get that. But personally from my own 
perspective as a Muslim, even if there had been injunction, an Islamic injunction, 
saying that you know, ‘use of contraception is not allowed’ personally myself I 
would think that after the breakout of AIDS, that injunction would have been 
overturned simply to prevent the spread of AIDS.  
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Chairperson:  
 
You see there’s two things there, one is drawing the difference between what’s 
religious and what’s just cultural which I think is an important thing to bear in 
mind throughout the session. Also, maybe that you can be religious without 
following all of the rules of your religion. 
 
Speaker 8:  
 
I’ve heard that people have lots of children to help them in later life with 
financial problems, so that’s why I don’t think having children has anything to 
do with religion, it’s just on own act or whether you view in life. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
Sure, Final point… 
 
Speaker 9:  
 
I’ve kind of got two things to say, first of all on the man and woman, man and 
man and woman and woman. Like I’m a Christian myself and it does say things 
about, it does strictly say things about that in the Bible especially about Sodom 
and Gomorrah and stuff like that. And yes personally, I do think it’s wrong for a 
woman to be with a woman and a man to be with a man because, naturally it 
just doesn’t make much sense, if you get what I’m saying? Because it doesn’t 
reproduce or whatever and I know it can be about love but at the end of the 
day it just isn’t right in my own personal perspective. And also, you were talking 
about contraception, contraception, and in the bible it doesn’t say that you 
shouldn’t use contraception, I think it’s more of a choice whether they do, or do 
not, and because God does respect like doctors and things. And I think as Nadir 
said, that it kind of after AIDS and such sexually transmitted diseases it does 
cancel it out because your, and also because of the illnesses and because many 
religions teach that you should only be with, per sexual relationship that one 
person and that you get married to. So in a way, yeah.  
 
Chairperson:  
 
Good point, but then is that view out dated that people are only going to have 
one sexual partner?   
 
Speaker 10:  
 
Well personally, I don’t think it’s outdated, because I would only be with that 
one partner, but some people do just chose to be with different people, so yeah. 
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Religion and youth culture 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
I think if you’re a mentally strong person, that you can use that to help yourself 
not get like easily influenced by youth culture. So that’s why I’m agreeing 
because I think that I am mentally strong and I can break through that and not 
get sucked into stereotypes of how you should act when around like, how you 
should act when you’re around your friends. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
I think it does make it difficult, because some people think that it’s uncool to like 
believe in God and have like some views. But other people think it’s, it’s hard to 
explain, some people believe it’s just not cool. I think it’s hard to choose which 
religion to be because then you have to choose one that you won’t get bullied 
about. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
If you’re not a big believer in your religion, then it’s as easily being turned off 
isn’t it? I mean it’s like, if say like you’re a Christian, but you’re not as religious 
as some other people, like Frank for instance, who I know is very religious, and 
if someone walks up to Frank and says ‘if you’re not going to be religious we’re 
gonna beat you up’, he’ll still stand for his religion. I know he will. Where other 
people who are not so strong with their religion they’re gonna, some of them 
are gonna walk up to them ‘Oi, you’re religious, snap out of it’ they’d be like 
‘oh alright’. 
 
Speaker 4:  
 
I think like is does, but it doesn’t make it impossible because you have lots of 
drugs and alcohol, sex and stuff that’s you know a lot to with being young and 
being a teenager. But I think that if somebody’s got that inner strength and stuff 
then they can probably resist. But I think it does make it difficult, I don’t think 
it’s completely like it has no affect. I think even if you are really religious, what 
your peers do and what you see other young people do has some sort of affect 
on you. I mean it doesn’t necessarily mean that you’re going to go off your 
religion, but it does kind of make those small steps much harder…  
 
Chairperson:  
 
Sure 
 
Speaker 4:  
 
…in order to think about it more. 
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Speaker 5:  
 
I do agree with Ben, and sort of Sultana, I think that I do really respect like 
Islamic women and all these people who, like, show their religion outwardly like, 
I can’t remember… 
 
Chairperson:  
 
Hijab? 
 
 
Speaker 5:  
 
Hijab is like, showing your hijab is sometimes, I can understand that could be 
hard for you to walk around the streets with people maybe turn around and 
look at you I think that that is, you have to be really strong to, like in your 
religion, to really walk out and stand up for what you believe, so yeah. 
 
Speaker 6:  
 
I think just the fact that we’re talking about this, and we’re talking about the 
fact that you have to be committed to your faith and that you have to be strong 
in your self is in itself, evidence of how difficult it is to be religious nowadays. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
That’s a good final point. 
 
 
 
Religion and marriage 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
In my opinion, I think it will be easier because if you marry someone of the same 
religion as yours, you’ll be able to share the same beliefs. But sometimes it may 
not, I mean, like if you’re Christian and you fall in love with someone who’s an 
atheist, it shows that you don’t have to be the same religion to love each other.  
Because even if you are the same religion as someone else, that doesn’t 
technically mean that you like everything as, you like everything that you 
partner would. But it does depend on how you feel emotionally to your, to the 
person who you want to get married to. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
I think, like, I agree with Frank. But then who you fall in love with, doesn’t 
effect like, doesn’t affect what religion they are, it doesn’t matter what religion 
they are. If you have completely different views, like someone who’s really 
religious and someone who doesn’t really believe in God, it doesn’t matter 
because they love each other and that’s what matters. 
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Speaker 3:  
 
I think that it depends on how religious you are, and for me like, religion is a 
part of my life, and that’s all I talk about most of the time. Even with my friends 
it’s something I talk about all the time. So for me to, to like try and love a Hindu 
or someone older like, I would always find clashes and find nothing to talk 
about. So there would be no love. 
 
Speaker 4:  
 
When you look on the emotional side it just makes life easier and especially if 
marriage, married life is hard enough and then when you start having children 
and you’re talking to your child in the same way and your partner talks to your 
child and teaches them a different type of it, like you said it just starts clashes.  
Just emotionally you want life to be easier and no one wants to make life harder 
than it is.   
 
Speaker 5:  
 
Well first because I’m an atheist and I would never get married, but it terms of 
say a life partner… I think when you start a relationship or you’re looking to 
start one you’re automatically drawn to the people who share your beliefs. But 
to just, kind of, automatically, dis…, yeah disclude kind of people that kind of 
don’t share those beliefs is in a small way prejudiced, but also is very narrow 
minded. Because you can find things in common with anyone, no matter what 
they believe in. 
 
[inaudible] 
 
Speaker 6:  
 
Personally I don’t think it really matters, what religion. I could easily fall in love 
with an atheist or a Hindu, whatever, but it does, agreeing with both of them 
that, it does make life easier and I would prefer to marry like a Christian person 
because it would like make my religion stronger and it would just be easier with 
the children, to just have a good, grounded relationship. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
Sure. Just out of interest would you stay in the same places if the question was 
about skin colour and ethnicity? 
 
Speaker 7:  
 
Religion is a lot more important to some people than ethnicity and culture, 
which is part of your ethnicity. I think religion is more, religion is the overriding 
factor for a lot of people. That’s from my point, uh, people I’ve come across. 
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Speaker 8:  
 
People of the same faiths share the same beliefs, whereas people of the same 
ethnicity don’t really follow those beliefs don’t have, you know, similar beliefs. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
That’s just skin deep? 
 
Speaker 9:  
 
Well being one of the two people sat on this side, yeah I think for me it was 
probably because of the way I was brought up. I think the Chinese culture is 
quite, we’re very family, we’re definitely, religion aside, we’re a very family 
orientated society. I think because of the way that our society has grown up 
through history through clans and things, it would be difficult, I mean I’m not 
saying I wouldn’t be willing. At the end of the day love comes when you don’t 
know, usually, I can’t tell if I’m going to fall in love with someone whose, I don’t 
know, Indian, American whatever. But I think for me, I would look for 
somebody who is Chinese, who does have the same values as me, simply 
because I think I would find it easier in the way that I live my life and the way 
that I would want to bring up my children. Simply because the Chinese culture is 
being what we are, there are so many values that we have which are so 
different here in the West and there would just be a clash. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
So for you, ethnicity is really much more of a culture, deeper thing, to have in 
someone. 
 
Speaker 10:  
 
While we were discussing [inaudible] came up with the topic of arranged 
marriage and I think that can influence you because, where I, because at your 
birth you are betrothed to your partner before you get the choice. I mean with 
the end, you may even like love your partner but sometimes you may not like it 
when you are forced to do it, because that’s the way your culture is. 
 
Chairperson: Was that an accurate portrayal of arranged marriage. 
 
Speaker 11:  
 
No! That is slightly, I mean I’m not saying that there aren’t parts of the world 
where arranged marriages work like that. But I’m from the Asian community 
and I’m not saying that we don’t have trouble with forced marriages. But most 
people that I know, an arranged marriage isn’t, I mean it’s something that when 
you come of an age, like say twenty one or twenty two, and you can think 
about these things then you would take that choice and talk to your family 
about it. Do you know what I mean? I think, I’m not saying that this doesn’t 
happen, because we do have a problem, but that’s not the whole picture and I 
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think people should be aware that arranged marriages can work out, and can be 
beneficial to both sides. 
 
 
 
Religion and male and female roles 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
The ideas of men and women in society and their role, I think that we’ve all kind 
of agreed that it’s changed drastically, and stuff, and that now women can be 
seen as the bread winners, can take on like traditionally male roles and stuff, 
and um, especially in the work place and I think in education. I mean there are, 
some could argue that there are still barriers, but it’s decreased considerably and 
women have more chance and equal opportunity and stuff. So yeah I mean I 
think men have started taking more of a backseat role. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
Just to be provocative, um, say I was running a workshop with some girls who 
were Christian a few months ago and some of them said that they thought that 
all races and religions were equal, but not men and women because it said in 
the Bible that women were below men. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
This argument has gone on for a long, long time and personally I do see that in 
the Bible it does say that, but I don’t think that it’s not taken as seriously, but it 
shouldn’t be, especially in this society nowadays, it shouldn’t be like making 
women less inferior, it should just be setting like ground rules for like marriage 
that yes, couples should talk about their like, situations but also that a man 
should take responsibility and just stand at the head of the family. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
This whole sort of men and women thing and being equal, I think one needs to 
distinguish between men and women being equal and men and women having 
separate roles. I think there is a, there is a very fine line to be drawn here, I 
mean men and women are equal in terms of neither is superior or inferior to the 
other but I personally think that men and women in society have different roles, 
especially in the family and for me in the Chinese culture, women do have a 
bigger role within the home then say men do. But that doesn’t necessarily mean 
that that it’s not interchangeable, especially with modern day society, I mean we 
evolve. But at the same time for me, when I get married, for example, I would 
see my, I would expect in a way, just because of the way that I was brought up 
and the way the culture is, that my husband to be able to financially support the 
family.  But that doesn’t necessarily mean I’m not going to go out and get a job. 
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Speaker 4: 
 
I thought what is kind of the most important thing is that these roles which, 
yeah you’re brought up with and to some extent I think that make sense, I 
mean women kind of are just better at looking after kids [laughing]. But the 
problem is, is when women have no choice but to be the one to look after the 
kids and that’s where the problem is and so women need to have the options to 
do whatever they want and if they chose to stay at home with the kids, even 
have a job or whatever, then that’s fine. It’s when they don’t that that’s the 
problem. 
 
Speaker 5:  
 
But the thing is, the men are mostly at work, so their love is sort of cut up if you 
know what I mean? 
 
Chairperson:  
 
That’s a really good point, because you’re saying that women need to have a 
choice and you’re saying men should have a choice too. 
 
 
 
Religion and gay adoption 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
The second question was about sexuality and if kind of gay parents should be 
allowed to adopt and I think we had quite a mixed kind of opinion on that.  I 
think most of us agreed that like children need like a loving home, gay love is 
still love; I don’t think it should be demeaned. But there are like other factors, I 
don’t think it’s just, I mean like for example children getting teased and stuff 
and there are lots more factors to be taken into account. But I think we all 
agreed that if it’s in the best interests of a child then… 
 
Chairperson:  
 
…gay adoption should be allowed? 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
Yeah. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
They shouldn’t be able to adopt kids because that, they’d still, would love the 
kid, but in the end they shouldn’t be able to adopt the kids because there won’t 
be the fatherly love or the motherly love there. There will just be one type of 
love. 
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Speaker 3:  
 
I said no because, ‘coz I’m a Christian it’s like I’m against having, um, 
homosexuality but it can, sometimes it can create confusion to the child and also 
if homosexuality carries on how can the human race continue like that and 
still… if you can’t, or you are not being a part of that, then how can you expect 
to adopt children if there are not enough because of that? 
 
Chairperson:  
 
Ok [inaudible] 
 
Speaker 4:  
 
I disagree with homosexuals adopting children because if a child wants to have 
a proper life then you’re going to need like two different people, like a view, of 
for example if they have two gay dads and you’re going to need a mum also 
because, male and females, also love their children in different ways. But in 
men, if they are [both] men or [both] women, they’re obviously going to love 
their children in the same way. 
 
 
 
Religion and divorce 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
You shouldn’t get divorced because if you listen, when someone’s getting 
married they’re basically doing it as a holy act, to stay with the person, so 
they’ve made a promise to stay with a person 'til death and if they divorce 
they’re breaking that vow. Which to me is going against the religion. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
I think divorce should be allowed, but I think society has taken quite a lax view 
like there are way too many divorces. I think people have forgotten, like they 
don’t place the respect that marriage kind of deserves. When you take that kind 
of vow with someone, I think people have forgotten that it’s actually quite an 
important act. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
Sure. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
I agree with Sultana, [inaudible] because like, there is a side where like… you 
need to get divorced if you’re not happy with that person, but there is a side 
which is, why did you take that commitment in the first place if you’re gonna 
break it in the end?  Because you need to be sure that you want to be with that 
person, otherwise there’s no point in making it.   
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Chairperson:  
 
Sure. 
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