
 

Right to Offend 
 

 
Religion and freedom of speech 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
If you have freedom of speech yeah, you can say whatever you want and you 
can’t really say ‘you can have freedom of speech and you can’t insult someone.’ 
So that’s wrong. 
 
Chairperson: What about your workplace? 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
Yeah in the workplace, wherever you want, in your school, right here right now, 
in the street, in your home. Everywhere you have that right, it isn’t like there’s a 
boundary line, you have the right over that. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
We were talking about like, um, how there was like a large uproar when the 
Danish cartoons came out, and things like that. Whereas, like if they believe in 
freedom of speech in the UK and America, then why did when Mel Gibson said 
what he said about the Jews, why did he have to apologise or his career would 
be over? So if freedom of speech was actually enforced, then it should have 
been fine what he said about the Jews, and you can’t just say, you can’t just, 
um, say that the Muslims are overreacting and also the Jews were reacting to 
what happened to them. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
But isn’t there always a consequence to what people say?  Fair enough you may 
have freedom of speech, but always you have to back up, or know what you’re 
saying. 
 
Speaker 4:  
 
That’s the thing, everybody interprets things completely differently… 
 
Speaker 5:  
 
[interrupts] …and one deliberate changes it all. No, if you go out of your way 
to, like, offend someone, then yeah you should be punished for it.  Why would 
you do that? But if it’s oh yeah, by accident, maybe like ‘I didn’t mean to’ so it’s 
different. It’s just like for example, when someone kills someone else, like they 
deliberately went out of their way to do it and then like yeah, they’re punishable 
for it. It’s like they’ve murdered someone! [arguing] No, but what I’m saying is 
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it’s the same thing, like manslaughter is different it’s the lesser of a sentence. If 
it’s like deliberate, I think it just changes it. 
 
Speaker 6:  
 
But how would you know if they deliberately meant to insult you? 
 
[inaudible]  
 
Speaker 6:  
 
But then I could say to you, in court ‘oh sorry I didn’t really mean it’.  You can 
always find a loop in the law to get out of it. 
 
Speaker 7:  
 
But the question is, it’s deliberately done to insult people. If it’s done to make a 
different point, like the Pope, that’s like a policy or whatever that he’s 
preaching. 
 
Speaker 8:  
 
But then you’re kind of crossing the line of freedom of speech. If you’re not 
allowed to deliberately insult someone, then what can you deliberately do? 
 
Speaker 9:  
 
Exactly. It shows that in some ways if you let that bother you it shows that, 
you’re unsure of your own religion in some ways. ‘Coz I mean, why should you 
let that bother you when you know that you’ve got something greater than 
anything else, you know? 
 
Speaker 10:  
 
But if someone says something rude about your mum, wouldn’t you get 
offended? 
 
[inaudible] 
 
Speaker 10:  
 
You would get offended! If someone says something about your religion then 
you would get offended! It’s not you think ‘I’m confident in my religion, you 
can say what you want about my religion. 
 
Speaker 11:  
 
I think that you should be allowed to say whatever you want, you should be 
able to insult someone, but with good reason. You shouldn’t just be insulting 
someone for fun. 
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Speaker 12:  
 
If you say a Muslim man kills his daughter, it’s in the newspaper, just as an 
example:  ‘Muslim man killed his daughter’. If a Christian man killed his 
daughter, ‘man killed his daughter’, not ‘Christian man killed his daughter’.  
Why do they have to bring religion into it?   
 
Speaker 13:  
 
I mean talking about legality, there’s a law, um, when you incite racial hatred 
you can get done up for that and I know that my religion is much more 
important than any colour of skin, how I dress, or whatever. I think there are 
reasons that it can be illegal, a religion, my religion, you know, identifies me 
more than who I am culturally, or racially.  
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