
 

Sanctity of Life 
 

  
Religion and organ donation 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
Yeah well if you’re dead, you don’t need your organs anymore and there’s 
someone who, you know, it could save their life or make their life much better, 
it just seems sensible. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
I think, a little bit, if someone’s been bad and they’ve done that… if they’ve lost 
their organs and they need them in a bad way, like they’ve lost them or they 
need them because they’ve done something bad. I don’t think they should 
deserve another chance. 
 
 
 
Religion and animal transplants 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
I think it needs to be pointed out that doctors obviously wouldn’t take an organ 
from an animal, if, and like give it to a human, if they knew it was going to be 
unsafe. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
To me you just can’t compare the quality of a human’s life to the quality of an 
animal’s life. Because, how different human’s are to any other animal, you know 
we, you know, understand life, and you know, it’s just not fair. An animal will 
never really have, you know, the same enjoyment or experience from life as a 
human. Therefore I think it is ok, just to save a human’s life, if you need to kill 
an animal to do that. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
Don’t we kill animals all the time just to eat, and for clothes, for everything? So 
surely killing an animal for a life, is more important than killing an animal for 
dinner? 
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Religion and capital punishment 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
So I think that if somebody murders somebody, the person that murdered the 
person should get executed. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
Um, I think it’s ok in self defence, but I think it’s wrong if you just want to be a 
mental man and go crazy with a gun. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
I think putting them to death, doesn’t really help, because when you put them 
to death, it’s like, you’re putting them to death for killing someone but then you 
go kill them yourself. So it’s like two wrongs don’t make a right. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
So you’re a bit undecided aren’t you about this? 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
Yeah because also they do deserve to get a punishment the same time, for 
taking the life of somebody else, that they don’t deserve to do or have the right 
to do. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
Yeah you wouldn’t let them off Scot free would you?  Just two more points and 
then we’ll move on. 
 
Speaker  4:  
 
Yeah but even if, even if they do get punished by going to prison, sometimes 
they don’t change. 
 
Speaker 5:  
 
Going back on to the Saddam Hussein thing, yeah he killed like loads and loads 
of people, which were supposed to be his people. Just putting him in prison for 
twenty year, he could have come back and could have done it again.  Hanging 
him, you know it would have been like done and dusted. 
 
Chairperson:  
 
So you agree with that for him, anyway. You would strongly agree with 
execution for Saddam Hussein? 
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Speaker 5:  
 
Yeah, because what, you’ve got to think about it like, would you rather a whole 
union of people killing, or just one killing that’s killing loads of other people? 
 
 
 
What is human? 
 
Chairperson:  
 
OK, Peter Singer says, ‘the way in which you answer this question, of what a 
human being is, what makes you a human being, is all down to what you can 
do’. If you can think… if you are aware of yourself, if you’re conscious, is the 
word, that means that you are a human being. 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
I think that um, is a bit wrong, because, infants are human beings, but they 
have just got to get processed because in the future they will be, have the same 
characteristics. 
 
 
 
Religion and stem cell research 
 
Chairperson:  
 
I suppose one argument is that those embryos which were deliberately fertilised 
for that kind of work, were not conceived in a natural way anyway. 
 
Speaker 1:  
 
Because if, the research hadn’t of gone on the embryos, they would never have 
been made anyway and you know, the child or the person that they would 
eventually become would never have existed anyway. So therefore there’s no 
loss. 
 
Speaker 2:  
 
From a Christian point of view, one of God’s commandments is not to kill, so if 
like, you kill an embryo yeah, which is the undeveloped baby, that is still like 
killing a human being, which I don’t think is right too. 
 
Speaker 3:  
 
You’ve got to try all your hardest to save, that person.  Even though, I mean, is 
his life worth living?  Yes. Even though he might have like, a disability when he 
comes like to, and when he wakes up. Life’s too precious whether you’ve got 
problems with you. 
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Speaker 4:  
 
I think that this perspective here is being very philosophical, and I think the 
world that we live in is not necessarily all about philosophy and the other thing 
about human beings, is that we have feelings and emotions and relationships 
and I think that’s really important.  In the example of this, if you think, ok this 
guy is not necessarily conscious and his life, his life, ok who knows whether it is 
worth living or not? But for his relatives, for his mum, for his siblings, for his 
kids, who at the moment are living this life around this man whose there, but 
isn’t giving them anything, and isn’t getting anything from them. And yet at the 
same time they’re having to visit the hospital, they’re having to feel guilty about 
what they should do about it, they can’t really grieve and they can’t really 
accept the fact that he is dead. So their whole life is just revolving around this 
man. 
 
 

 4  


