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We are much more carefully monitored into what we use and what we apply 
and a whole range of chemicals been taken off the market that are harmful. 
And I don’t see about me any evidence of people about me who are any less 
healthy than they were. I mean, I don’t know, you hear of people saying all 
these cancers and all the rest of it are caused by chemicals and pesticides. I just 
don’t know. I think we need more guidance on that and as I say if the 
regulations are that we have stop using them we’ll stop using them. It’s always 
been an analogy of the situation with straw burning. I mean, when, a lot of us 
used to burn straw and there was talk about banning it, and most of us felt let’s 
have a ban because if everyone stops all your competitors stop, and we are 
really competing with each other in farming as any other business is. But if you 
stop burning straw because you think that’s a good thing but your neighbour 
burns his straw and gets his wheat in that much more cheaply than you, he’s 
got an advantage on you. So it’s more important if they say, ‘well, everybody 
stop’ and the farmers all saying ‘that’ll be a job, we shan’t know how we’ll 
cope,’ but everybody’s managed to get all their crops in without burning straw. 
They’d find a way round it. And if we’re stopped from using certain chemicals or 
all chemicals we shall find a way round. There’ll be a cost which will have to be 
met, but I mean the sort of, if you like, the market is the king and we will have 
to do whatever the market demands, we shall have to do it. And if it demands 
that we stop using certain chemicals or all chemicals we shall do it. It’s got to be 
a government decision I think, or sort of a national decision because I don’t 
think farmers can take it because they’ll take what is in their own interest. I 
mean there is talk of introducing a pesticide tax and so the first wind of this the 
National Farmers Union immediately said ‘we shall have to have a voluntary 
initiative.’ So all farmers were asked to join this voluntary initiative to control so 
everybody’s trained who uses pesticides and that. But it quickly became that it 
wasn’t a voluntary initiative, it became a compulsory initiative. 
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