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How to use these resources 
These resources can be used in a three step approach in a similar way to main Campaign! Make an Impact resources: 
 
Step 1: Explore historical background to the right to vote and what we vote for 
Step 2:  How politicians make themselves heard 
Step 3: Run your election campaign and vote 
 
Alternatively teachers can select individual activities for use as they are required. Throughout the whole process teachers and 
facilitators must be seen to take a neutral position, facilitate discussion and promote process rather than political points of view. 
 
Curriculum Links 
These resources can be used to teach contemporary electoral campaigns or feed directly into the Citizenship curriculum. 
 
Key Concepts 
1.1d Understanding and exploring the roles of citizens and parliament in holding government and those in power to account 
 
Key Processes 
2.2 Advocacy and Representation 
a. Pupils should be able to express and explain their own opinions to others through discussions, formal debates and voting 
 
Range and content 
c.  The study of citizenship should include key features of parliamentary democracy and government in the constituent parts of the 
UK and at local level, including voting and elections 
 
Also see curriculum mapping for Campaign! Make an Impact 
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What is a campaign and who runs one?         
 
A campaign is an organised course of action, often used to influence other people and by doing so, bring about change. 
 
Anyone can run a campaign. Members of the public, groups and organisations run campaigns about things they want to change. 
These are often about a single issue, for instance: 
 

 Abolitionists campaigned to end the Transatlantic Slave Trade in 1807 
  In the 19th century Chartists campaigned for the right for adult males to vote. They also had a range of related demands 
 In the 20th century Suffragettes campaigned for the right for women to vote. 

 
To get these changes they campaigned to the people who were in charge and therefore had a lot of influence. Most of the people 
they campaigned to were politicians. 

 
 

The United Kingdom is a parliamentary democracy with a constitutional monarch. A new government is voted in by the public at 
least every five years, if not sooner, at a General Election.  Every member of the public over the age of 18 has the right to vote, 
except people who have been convicted of a crime and are carrying out their sentence and people who are citizens of any country 
other than the UK, the Irish Republic or Commonwealth countries. Members of the Royal Family are technically allowed to vote but 
they do not as they should be seen to be politically neutral. Politicians campaign to the people who can get them into power: the 
general public. Instead of standing for single issues, politicians offer an approach on a range of issues.  
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Step 1 
 
Preparatory Activity  
 
Use the sheet above to explain the difference between an ordinary campaign and a political campaign. 
 
Are you going to vote in the next election? 
 
You will need:  

A copy of the ‘Are you going to vote in the next election?’ grid for each student, or ask them to write the grid or the 
questions in their work books. 
To explain to the students that this activity involves them asking questions of people over the age of 18. 

 
Before doing this activity explain how everyone over the age of 18 has the right to vote in national and local government elections 
(with the exception of those mentioned on the previous page). Give this activity as homework or ensure that adults within the 
school are available to answer the questions. If an election is not about to take place you may need to change the question to “Do 
you normally vote in an election?” If results are in line with the 2005 general election, approximately 60% of people will be 
intending to vote or did vote. 
 
Encourage students to have at least three responses. Collate responses and discuss in class. 
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Are you going to vote in the next election? 
 
Most adults over  the age of 18 has the right to vote. Ask at least three adults if they intend to vote. 
 
Are you going to vote in the next election? 
 
Yes No Reason 
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Step 1 
 
Who can vote? 
 
Democracy in this country is relatively young. Before 1832, just 10% of adult British males were eligible to vote and this was the 
richest section of the population. It wasn’t until 1969 that all adults over the age of 18, both male and female, were eligible to vote. 
The right to vote was won after over 100 years of campaigning by ordinary men and women. It wasn’t a single campaign but a 
series of separate campaigns aimed at smaller achievable goals. Some people may say that the process isn’t over yet as groups 
are campaigning for young people to have the right to vote at 16. 
 
Key dates 

 1832 Great Reform Act (Representation of the People Act) – increased the electorate from around 366,000 to 650,000 
(about 18% of the total adult male population in England and Wales) 

 1867 Second Reform Act (Representation of the People Act) – 1,500,000 men have the vote 
 1884 Reform Act (Representation of the People Act) – votes for men in counties (the countryside) rather than just the 

boroughs (towns). Electorate increased to 5,500,000 (60% of adult males) 
 1918 Representation of the People Act – gives women the vote provided they are aged over 30 and either they, or their 

husband, meet a property qualification. All men are now have the vote. 
 1928 Equal Franchise Act – gives women equal voting rights with men. All women aged over 21 can now vote in elections. 

15,000,000 women are eligible 
 1969 Representation of the People Act – extends vote to all men and women over 18 
 2008 Voting Age (Reduction) Bill – a Private Members' Bill to reduce voting age to 16 and over. Bill does not become law 

 
To explore the history of the vote go to: http://www.bl.uk/learning/citizenship/campaign/campaigns/historicalcampaigns.html  
You will find original source material relating to these campaigns and also a summary of the Chartist and Suffragettes movement. 
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Step 1 
 
The Manifesto – what each party promises it will do 

 
Explain that political parties write a manifesto, which is a document detailing what they will do if they win the election. Explain that 
this is because it is impractical for the party in power to ask people to vote on every single issue. Instead they ask us to vote on the 
approach they will take. This is why they write a manifesto and we then vote for the party that we think will do the best job. 
 
Activity Idea 1 
You will need:  

Copies of manifestoes from a range of parties  
At time of writing the BBC website holds manifestoes from the 2010 General Election:    
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/election_2010/parties_and_issues/default.stm  

 
Choose up to six themes. Suggested themes might include tax, education, health, environment 
Older students: ask them to pick out the manifesto promises for each theme. 
Younger students: you may wish to prepare this grid yourself and put in the manifesto promises you want them to compare in 
simplified language. 
 
Give students time to compare the key issues. Discuss the different approaches the parties take. 
Ask them to look at the grid again. Ask them to tick the party they prefer for each theme. They are only allowed to tick one party for 
each theme. Compare results. Has anyone ticked the same party for everything? Most people will have a selected a variety of 
parties. When we vote we choose the party that most suits our views. You may not agree with a party on every single issue, so 
you have to choose the one you agree with the most. If you wish you could go on to discuss the general political approach of the 
current parties.  A variation on the activity is to hide the names of the parties involved until after students have voted, in order to 
avoid prejudice. 
 
Explore these ideas further by using the British Library Taking Liberties interactive. Students can look at a range of 
issues and see how they vote compared to other people: 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/citizenship/takingliberties/tlinteractive.html  
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Manifestoes 
Compare the approach of different parties: 

 
 

Manifesto theme Party 1: Party 2: Party 3: Comments 
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Step 2 
 
How do politicians make themselves heard? 
 
Communication skills and good tactics are key to getting a campaign message across. Go to 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/citizenship/campaign/campaigns/historicalcampaigns.html to see the techniques that historical 
campaigners used. Look at the archive material in the last question of each campaign: What campaign tactics and media did they 
use to get their message across?   
 
 
Activity Idea 2 
President Obama was particularly renowned for using modern technology to get his message across in the last United States 
presidential election. The following two activities are designed to look at the techniques that work best in Britain and how 
effectively politicians carry them out. 
 
You will need:  

A copy of the ‘How do politicians make themselves heard?’ grid for each student, or ask them to write the grid into their 
workbooks 
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How do politicians make themselves heard?         
Ask people who are over 18 and eligible to vote how they like to receive information about the election. 
 
Age  Adult 1 Adult 2 Adult 3 Adult 4 
18 -35     
36 - 65     
Over 65     
Tactics     
Written communication     
Manifesto     
Newspapers     
Blog     
Text     
Leaflet      
Websites     
Spoken communication     
Visit from politician – door stopping     
Debate     
Speech     
Film – party political broadcast     
Telephone call     
Visual communication     
T.V news     
Poster     
Logo     
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Step 2 
 
Rate your politicians – Campaign tactics 
 
Activity Idea 3 
 
You will need:  

Examples of campaign communication material – ask students to collect some recent newspapers, leaflets etc. 
A copy of ’Rate your politician’ grid for each student or ask them to write it in their workbooks 

 
In this activity students rate politicians on how well they get their election ideas across. Ask students to consider the different 
approaches political parties are using. Ask them why they have scored the parties in this particular way. Discuss: 

 Who gets their ideas over most effectively? 
 Does this party have the best policies? 
 Can the parties control what goes in the newspaper reports? To test this look at different newspapers covering the same 

speech / debate / activity during the campaign. Do they all give the same coverage? Is the message the same? 
 
You may wish to give guidance on which tactics to choose. Make sure all parties are judged on the same tactics e.g. all three 
judged on websites, not just two. 
 
You can find more resources for exploring communication techniques at:  
http://www.bl.uk/learning/citizenship/campaign/teachers/forteachers/resources/resourcepdfs.html  
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Step 2 
          
Rate your politicians – campaign tactics 
Choose one or more tactic from each section. Give each party a score out of 5 for each tactic.  
 
Tactics Party 1 Party 2 Party 3 
Written communication    
Manifesto    
Newspapers    
Blog    
Text    
Leaflet     
Websites    
Spoken communication    
Debate    
Speech    
Film – party political broadcast    
Telephone call    
Visual communication    
T.V news    
Poster    
Logo    
Total    

                
 
Step 3 
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Election campaign 
Activity Idea 4 
 
You will need:  

Documents from Activity Idea 1 The Manifesto 
A copy of the election campaign grid for each student or ask them to write it in their workbook  
CMAI resources below – as required 

 
Refer students back to Activity Idea 1 The Manifesto. Ask the students to select one issue to explore as a class in more detail. 
 
Older students: ask them to pick out the key issues for the theme. 
Younger students: you may wish to prepare this grid yourself. 
 
Discuss in general the difference party approaches on this issue 
Divide the students into 3 groups. Give each group one party. Each group must run an election campaign based on one issue from 
this party. They should campaign to each other and other students. If your group is more able you may wish to add more issues.  
 
Use Campaign! Make an Impact resources to help students run a campaign at www.bl.uk/campaign.  
Student Handbook: http://www.bl.uk/learning/citizenship/campaign/runcampaign/runyourcampaign.html  
Teacher resources including: 

 Handbook 
 Spoken word – use 1 minute speech activity as a basis for debating 
 Written word – use to create campaign literature 
 Visual  - use to create posters etc 

http://www.bl.uk/learning/citizenship/campaign/teachers/forteachers/teachers.html  
 
Variations to activities: if a real election is not taking place then choose a theme relevant to the school community and divide 
students into parties. 
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Election campaign 
 
Explore one issue in detail: 
 
Issue:…………………………………………. 
 
Issue points Party 1: Party 2: Party 3: Comments 
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Step 3 
 
Election Voting 
 
The following activities can be used during election periods 
   
The Vote 
 
Today we take for granted the right to be able to vote in secret. However, we have not always been allowed to do this and it was 
one of the rights that the Chartists campaigned for. 
 
Discussion Point 
Use the Chartist archive source the Secret Ballot to stimulate discussion over the right to vote in secret: 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/chartists1/historicalsources/source8/secretballot.html 

 Why is the right to vote in secret important? 
 How might the results between a secret vote and a show of hands be different? 
 

Activity Idea 5 
The following activity ideas look at what happens if these voting rights are eroded. 
 
You will need: 

Materials for making a ballot box 
Ballot papers and pens / pencils 
Class list and pencil 

 
 
Now the students have completed their election campaign you should hold a vote. It is important that you hold a secret ballot.  
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 Make your own ballot box by cutting a slot in a sealed cardboard box. Paint it black for effect. You may wish to put a “seal” 
on it as you would with a real ballot box. Explain that the seal is needed during the election process so we know that the 
vote has not been tampered with. 

 To make the process real, bring in staff or children who have not been involved in the process so far and give them roles:  
o Electoral assistants to give out the ballot papers. Give them a copy of the class list / register to tick off people as they 

give out the papers 
o Two people to count the votes 
o Invigilator to check the seal, break it and watch as the votes are counted 

 
Vote 1 – fair election 
Run the vote for the election campaign. Students can vote for any party. Discuss the result. Why did this party win? Did they have 
the best policies? Was the vote fair? 
 
In the following activities run the vote again, but this time alter the circumstances. 
 
Vote 2 – low turn out election 
In the election of 2010 65% of eligible people turned out to vote compared to 84% in 1950. This next activity explores how people 
not voting may impact on the result of a vote. 
 
Randomly select 40% of your students and give them a card with a reason why they don’t want to vote. You can either cut up 
responses from the “reason” sheet below or make your own based on the answers given by adults in the preparatory activity.  Run 
the vote again, without the non participating voters. What is the result? Announce the result and say that the new policies will take 
immediate effect 

 How do students who voted for the winners feel? 
 How do the students who voted for the loosing party feel?  
 Is it fair that the new policy should be imposed? 
 In some countries such as Australia everyone has to vote by law. Should that be introduced here? 
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I’m not voting because I can’t be 
bothered 

 
 

 
 
 

I’m not voting because I am only one 
voice – my vote won’t change anything 

 
 
 

I’m not voting because the politicians 
don’t under stand me 

 
 

I’m not voting because I haven’t 
got time 

 
 

 
 

I’m not voting because I’m young and 
it’s not for me 

 
 

I’m not voting because I can’t see 
anything relevant to me in the policies 

 
 

I’m not voting because all the 
parties are the same 

 
 

I’m not voting because I’m old and it’s 
difficult to get to the polling station 

 
 
I’m not voting because my friends don’t 

vote 
 
 
 

 
 

I’m not voting because I’m not 
interested in politics 

 
 

 
 

I’m not voting because it’s boring 

 
 
I’m not voting because other people will 

do it anyway 
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Step 3 
 
Election Voting 
 
In the next activity, in order to make the points strongly enough, you may need either to get the students to tell you in secret who 
they voted for or you may need to tell them who to vote for. 
 
 
Vote 3 – corrupt election 
In 2004 there were allegations of fraud using postal votes. Start this activity by giving extra votes to students that are voting for a 
particular party. Do this in secret. Tell them they have to vote for the same party with each vote. Tell the electoral assistants to tell 
the same number of different students that their votes have already been cast and that they can’t vote. 
   

 How did the students whose votes had been stolen feel? 
 How do students who voted for the winners feel? 
 How do the students who voted for the losing party feel?  

 
Show the students the BBC news article http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4410743.stm and discuss how it is important to ensure that 
all votes are fair. 
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Additional Resources 
For an overview of the UK democracy system go to: 
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/UKgovernment/Centralgovernmentandthemonarchy/DG_073438 
http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/elections/general.cfm 
http://www.parliament.uk/education/index.htm 
 
Find manifestoes of previous election 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/nol/ukfs_news/hi/uk_politics/vote_2005/  
 
 
Glossary 
Chartists  Group campaigning for universal male suffrage or the right for all men to vote 
Suffragettes  Group campaigning for universal female suffrage or the right for all women to vote 
Electorate The group of people that is qualified to vote 
Manifesto A public declaration of policies, principles and intentions, especially of a political nature 
 
 
These resources were written by Alison Bodley as part of the Campaign! Make an Impact programme. 

Campaign! Make an Impact is an innovative initiative that uses history to inspire young people into active citizenship. This is a 
national programme led by the British Library in partnership with the MLA Council that is being rolled out across England, funded 
through the DCMS/DCSF Strategic Commissioning Programme. 
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