
The Campaign for Public Health 
 
 
 

Steps to success 
 

Key questions Evidence 

What was the campaign 
about? 
 

What was the problem that 
was being addressed? 
Which communities did it 
involve? 

Poor living and working conditions in many areas of 
the UK meant that disease and general poor health 
was common among British people. 
  
Source 1 - Letter to The Morning Chronicle from 
Henry Mayhew. 
Source 5 - Sanitary map of Leeds taken from Edwin 
Chadwick's Report on the Sanitary Condition's of 
the Labouring Population of Great Britain.
 

 

What was the goal of the 
campaign?  
 

How has the community 
been improved as a result of 
the campaign?  
What was the ‘vision for a 
better tomorrow? Who ran 
the campaign?  
 

Poor living and working conditions in many areas of 
the UK meant that disease and general poor health 
was common among British people. 
  
Source 1 - Letter to The Morning Chronicle from 
Henry Mayhew. 
Source 5 - Sanitary map of Leeds taken from Edwin 
Chadwick's Report on the Sanitary Condition's of 
the Labouring Population of Great Britain.
 

How did the campaigners 
become experts on the 
issue? 
 

What information and 
statistics were available to 
support their position? How 
did they learn about both 
sides of the issue? 

Many individual campaigners, as well as campaign 
groups, commissioned detailed investigations into 
the living and working conditions of Britain's 
population. 
  
Source 6, Source 7, Source 8 - Extracts from Edwin 
Chadwick's Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the 
Labouring Population of Great Britain. 
Source 9, Source 10, Source 11 - Dr Robert Baker's 
Report to the Leeds Board of Health.
 

 

Was there a resource 
pool? Who were their 
allies? 

Money may not have been 
the only resource! What 
skills and talents did they 
have? Who did they know 
that could help? 

High profile scientists and writers, as well as 
members of the aristocracy, were involved in the 
campaign for sanitary reform. Not only did this 
guarantee funds for the campaign, it also meant that 
scientific research and publicity was granted to the 
campaign via journals and newspapers. 
  

 

 

Source 3 - Membership of the Metropolitan Sanitary 
Association. 
Source 16 - To Working Men by Charles Dickens. 
Source 12, Source 13 - John Snow's Map taken 
from On the Mode of Communication of Cholera. 
 

Who were their opponents 
and what stood in their 
way? 

Who were their opponents 
and why? What other issues 
may have been a problem 
for them? 

One of the main objections to improving the living 
and working conditions of Britain's population was 
an economic one. For example, many individual 
landlords made large amounts of money, renting out 
small rooms and houses to two or more families at a 
time. 

 

  
Source 1 - Letter to The Morning Chronicle from 
Henry Mayhew 
 

How did they plan for 
success? 
 

Was there a leader or a 
campaign champion? Did 
they look organised? Was 
there a plan? 
 

Various individuals and groups participated, often 
independent from each other, in the campaign for 
sanitary reform. For example, the Morning 
Chronicle, a daily newspaper, published a series of 
exposes in 1850 while the Health of Towns 
Association was established to campaign for reform. 
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Edwin Chadwick published his Report on the 
Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring Population at 
his own expense. 
  
Source 2 - Table of Deaths from The Morning 
Chronicle.
Source 4 - Extract from the Health of Towns 
Association 's reports of 1848. 
Source 6, Source 7, Source 8 - Extracts from Edwin 
Chadwick's Report on the Sanitary Conditions of the 
Labouring Population of Great Britain.

 
What campaign tactics and 
media did they use to get 
their message across? 

Which different media were 
used to communicate the 
campaign message? These 
might have included 
newspapers, posters, 
meetings, badges, events, 
cartoons and letters. 
 

Many letters, articles and cartoons were published 
in newspapers and journals to raise public 
awareness of the need for sanitary reform. For 
example, Charles Dickens, a member of the 
Metropolitan Sanitary Association, published many 
articles in his own journal Household Words . 
  
Source 1 - Letter to The Morning Chronicle from 
Henry Mayhew 
Source 14 - A Drop of London Water, a cartoon 
from Punch magazine 
Source 15 - Father Thames, a cartoon from Punch 
magazine 
Source 16 - To Working Men by Charles Dickens 
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