
   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Written Word 
 
 
 
 

 
Classroom Activities 
 
These exercises were developed by Emma King and edited by Alison Bodley for 
Campaign! Make an Impact. 
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Lesson Plan 
 
The Written Word resources document can be used to support this lesson plan.  It can either 
be printed out and used as a handout or copied into PowerPoint for use on an interactive 
whiteboard.  Alternatively, you can work on resources directly from the Campaign! Make an 
Impact web site, where relevant web links are given. 

 
Timing Activity Differentiation 

and extension 
ideas 

00.00 – 
00.10  

Starter: Written Communication 
 
Aim: to get students thinking about what written communication 
is and how it has changed over time. 
 
Why do people write? 
 
Show Resource Sheet 1 with the montage of written images 
and introduce the topic of written communication.   Ask the 
students to work in pairs and make a list of as many different 
types of written communication as they can think of.  You can 
use Sheets 2 and 3.   Alternatively, the whole class could work 
together, with answers being recorded on a whiteboard.   
 
After five minutes, ask the students to feed back to the group 
and see how many they have come up with between them.  
Next, ask them to look at the list they’ve made.  Ask which of 
these methods of communication have been around the 
longest and which are the most recent. 
 
How might someone have used writing to communicate 50, 
100 or 500 years ago? 
 
How do we communicate today? What impact have education 
and new technologies had on these methods of 
communication? 

 
This could be 
set in advance 
as homework, 
with students 
being asked to 
bring in a list 
and an 
example of a 
piece of written 
communication 
that they think 
is effective. 
 
 
 
 

00.10 – 
00.20 

Discussion: Why write? 
 
Aims: to have students reflect on the purpose of written 
communication and why someone might choose writing over a 
different communication medium; that students recognise that 
writing has a purpose and that it is not neutral.  
 
Ask students for ideas about why people communicate using 
writing.  What can written communication achieve?  Why might 
people use writing rather than any other medium of 
communication, such as speeches or radio broadcasts?  Why 
is written communication still popular, despite the invention of 
radio, film, and TV? 

 
Ask students to 
compare a 
written 
description of a 
recent news 
article with a 
TV or radio clip 
describing the 
same event.  
What are the 
similarities and 
differences?  
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Look back at the list of types of communication.  How might 
they be used?  Is communication neutral?  Explain to the 
students that in this lesson they are going to analyse different 
types of written communication and find out how it works.  
 
Ask students for their suggestions on key questions they will 
need to find out from each piece of text.  Refine to four key 
questions -  Resource Sheet 4: 
 
• Who wrote it?  (Who was the author?) 
• Who did they write it for?  (Who were the intended 

audience?) 
• Why did they write it?  (What was their purpose?) 
• What does it say, and how?  (What is its message, and how 

is that message expressed?)  
 
Based on the above, ask them to make a judgement: How 
successful is this piece of writing? 

How does the 
media influence 
/ dictate / 
enhance the 
message? 
 
Does the 
emotional 
impact of the 
story differ? 
 
Choose media 
aimed at a 
similar target 
audience, for 
example a 
broadsheet 
news article 
versus a clip 
from the main 
BBC or 
Channel 4 
news bulletin.    
 

00.20 – 
00.40 

Activity: Analysing written communications 
 
Aim: for students to analyse a piece of writing and discover 
how it works. Leave key questions on the board and pass 
around handouts and the Frame for Analysing Written 
Communication Record Sheet.  Students can work 
individually, in pairs or in small groups.  

 
There are six different archival source material sheets with 
information.  To access documents from the web site, without 
information, go to: 
 
The Sun 
www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/fpage/conflict/conflict.html  
 
The Morning Chronicle 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/images/makeanimpact/publichealth/la
rge12720.html
  
What Does Women’s Suffrage Mean? 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/suffrage/sour
ces/source3/womenssuffrage.html
 
Election Handbill 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/campaignforabolition/sourc
es/antislavery/plainquestions/electionhandbill.html  

 
Students can 
be given 
selected 
handouts or all 
five.  Students 
could compare 
the two 
newspaper 
stories.  This 
activity could 
be done with 
any text.  Try 
using magazine 
articles, 
contemporary 
news reports, 
blog postings, 
leaflets. 
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“The Negro’s Complaint” 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/campaignforabolition/sourc
es/antislavery/aspoem/negroscomplaint.html
 
A Planter’s Letter 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/campaignforabolition/sourc
es/proslavery/planterletter/plantersletter.html
 
Explain to the students that you would like them to assess 
these pieces of writing and answer the key questions on the 
board.  There are questions on the handouts to help them. 
 

00.40 – 
00.55 

Review 
 
Aim: that students review their work and compare their piece of 
written communication with other examples. 
 
Show the archival sources students have been working on one 
by one.  Ask students to comment on what they have found 
out, using the questions on the worksheet.   
 

 
 

00.55 – 
1.00 

Summary  
 
Aim: to wrap up the lesson and review learning.  Ask the 
students to review what they have found out.  What were the 
most/least successful pieces of writing they analysed?  Why 
did they reach these conclusions?  Are there any lessons as to 
what makes an effective piece of writing? 

Students could 
be asked to re-
write one of the 
pieces they 
have been 
given in a 
modern format.  
How would it 
work as a blog/ 
a posting on 
Twitter/ a two-
minute TV 
news bulletin? 

 Future Activity 
 
Students can use this lesson to plan their own campaign 
material.  They can use the Frame for Planning Written 
Communication to plan their campaign work. 
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