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Education 
 
 
Gail Lewis on black feminist work and British academia 
 
Understanding the text - Discussion points 
 
“We just weren’t given that kind of recognition” 

 How did the reception of black feminist texts differ in the UK to their 
reception in America? 

 What kind of recognition were the writers of black feminist texts not 
given? Does this matter? Why? 

 
 
 
Marie-Thérèse McGivern on passing the 11+ exam 
 
Equal opportunity for all is the key to self development. The 11+ exam was (and 
in some education authorities, remains) a divisive test at a crucially young age. 
Not many people know that during the 1950s and 1960s, a lower pass mark 
was set for boys than girls, giving the boys an unfair advantage. 
 
Understanding the text - Discussion points 
 
“the most traumatic moment in many children’s lives, certainly of my 
generation…” 

 Why does Marie- Thérèse describe the eleven-plus as a traumatic 
moment? 

 How did this exam affect the lives of children? 
 What are the merits and disadvantages of having exams and tests? 
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Prizes and Recognition 
 
Activity 
Throughout history, great women have not been given deserved recognition for 
their work during their lifetime. In small groups, research the life of pioneering 
scientist, Rosalind Franklin, who should have been awarded the Nobel Prize for 
her work. Also research Wangari Maathai, the first African woman to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. And find out about the UK’s first female doctor, Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson, who was rejected by every university for which she had 
applied. 
 
 
Further research in small groups 
Discover more about other great women in different fields – science, film-
making, fashion design, education, photography, journalism, art and music. 
Create a PowerPoint and present your findings to the rest of the class. 
 
 
Activity – Oral History Project (group / individual work) 
Details of the lives of great women can be found in your library, in text books 
and on the Internet. There are other great women too – only not as famous. 
Choose a significant adult woman in your life – a parent /guardian, aunt, 
neighbour, family friend, teacher or dinner lady (or another person you know). 
Interview her about her school days and find out how she feels about the 
education she received. Prepare 5 questions to get your interviewee started, but 
let her talk and tell her own story. If your interviewee was at school in the 1950s 
or 1960s, she may have sat the 11+ exam. What was her experience of this, or 
of other important exams that might have affected her and her friends? Did she 
go to the same secondary school as her close friends, or did they separate? As a 
student, did she feel she was taken seriously by her teachers, did she feel that 
her opinions mattered? Was she aware of any discrimination because of class, 
colour or gender? Record the interview on your mobile phone and ask for 
permission to use it. Select and transcribe important parts of the interview and 
be prepared to play and discuss an extract to the rest of the class. If your 
interviewee doesn’t mind being photographed, take a picture of her, or draw 
her. Repeat the exercise with a significant adult man in your life. Then compare 
and contrast the two interviews. What are the similarities? What are the 
differences? 
 
 
Activity – Oral History Project (whole class) 
Using your research, create a class book about the lives of women you know. 
Put together the interviews and images, and write a table of contents. Give your 
book a title and create a design for the front cover. 


