
 

 
Writing: Whodunnit? 
Saturday 20 April 2013, 9:30-15:35 
 
A British Library event in partnership with LATE, London branch of NATE (National Association 
for the Teaching of English). 

Programme: 

This CPD conference will focus on developing teachers' own creative writing and discuss the 
subsequent impact of this on classroom teaching. It is aimed at Primary, Secondary and trainee 
English teachers and links to the British Library’s exhibition, Murder in the Library: An A to Z of 
Crime Fiction. The display will take visitors on a fascinating journey through the development 
of crime and detective fiction, from its origins in the early 19th century through to 
contemporary Nordic Noir, taking in the adventures of Sherlock Holmes, the first appearance of 
Miss Marple and the fiendish plots of Dr Fu Manchu along the way. 

The day will provide a chance for teachers to do their own writing in creative workshops; to 
have the opportunity to share and respond to each others’ work; and to reflect on the way 
writing is taught in the classroom.  

We’re delighted that Laura Wilson, author and crime fiction reviewer for the Guardian, will be 
joining us in the afternoon for the keynote. 

The event is FREE however we do ask that participants provide their own lunch. We will provide 
tea, coffee and biscuits in the morning and afternoon break.  

9:30-10:00 - Registration and refreshments  
10:00-10:10 - Introduction and aims of the day  
10:10-11:10  -  Panel discussion  
11:10-12:25 - Writing workshop 1 
12:25-13:15 - Lunch 
13:15-14:30 - Writing workshop 2 
14:30-14:45 - Refreshments 
14:45-15:30 - Keynote and Q&A with author and reviewer Laura Wilson 
15:30-15:35 - Close 
  
Panel discussion 
The panel will include English advisors, teachers, teacher trainers and trainee teachers. The 
panel will share their personal experiences of writing and writing groups and how this model of 
professional development has had an impact on their teaching. 
 
Writing workshop 1 
Led by a TAW (Teachers as Writers) group member, this session will include a series of warm up 
activities to help participants get over the fear of the blank page and to get writing!  
 
Writing workshop 2 
Led by British Library workshop leaders, participants will continue writing, this time using the 
display, Murder in the Library: An A to Z of Crime Fiction, as inspiration.  
 



Keynote speaker – Laura Wilson 
 
Laura Wilson was brought up in London and has degrees in English literature from Somerville 
College, Oxford, and University College London. She lives in Islington where she is currently 
working on her eleventh novel. She is the crime fiction reviewer for the Guardian newspaper 
and writes a 'Crime Fiction Masterclass' column for Mslexia magazine.  
 
Laura will talk about her own writing process and her work as a reviewer for the Guardian. 
Laura will also read from her books.  
 
Booking 
 
To make a booking, please email learning@bl.uk. 
 
 

 

mailto:learning@bl.uk

