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Central 1

Three examples
· Lisbon Bible. Hebrew 15th c Or 2626 (ff 7v-8) 
· New Testament in Greek. Constantinople mid  10th c Add. MS 28815 (ff. 76v-77) 
· Qur'an commissioned by Sultan Uljaytu. Mosul 1310 Or 4945 (ff. 36v-37) 
Wall 1

Families of texts
· Mishnah, 15th c Italy C.50.e.6 ff. 22v-23 
· Talmud. End of tractate Arakhin Add.25717 (ff. 72v-73) 
· Talmud. Printed book. 16th c Venice Or.73.h. 8(f. 73) 
Codes of Law
· Codes of Law Harley 5698 (ff. 11v-12) 
· Codes of Law Harley 5716 ff. 7v-8 
Families of texts
· Menologion (Lives of Saints) 1038 Georgia Add. 11281 ff. 245v-246 
· 1631–1644 St Anthony. Lives of the Desert Fathers Add. MS 27301 f. 5v 
· Decretals. Barcelona, Spain 14th c Add. MS 15274 ff. 201v-202 
· Traditional Hadith text. Manuscript dated 776 AH/1374 AD Or.6437 (ff. 107v-108) 
· Rabat loan 
· Commentary on the Qur'an by al-Zamakhashri Or.5102 ff. 467v-468 
· Legal texts: Shi'ite fatwas. Persia, 17th c Or.13890 ff. 2v-3 
Elaborations
· Story of Joseph in Malay. 19th c MSS. Malay.D.4 ff. 3v-4 
· Judeo-Persian biblical paraphrase Or.13704 (f. 31v) 
Wall 2

Middle vernacular
· The Four Gospels. Coptic and Arabic Or. 425 ff. 116v-117 
· Old English Hexateuch. First half of the 11th c Cotton Claudius B iv (f. 4) 
· Harley Tri-lingual Psalter. 12th c. Sicily Harley 5786 ff. 106v-107 
Reformation
· Tyndale New Testament, 1526 C.188.a.17 
· King James Bible, 1611 C.35.1.11 
· Walton Polyglot. London, 1657 Or.72.d.1 (Vol 1) Title Page 
Islam: the Qur'an
· Large Qur'an Tashkent 
· Qur'an (Ma'il) 8th c Or.2165 ff. 76v-77 
· Early fragment of Qur'an in Ma'il script. 8th c Add.11737 folio 1b 
· Qur'an (Kufic) 9th c Or.1397. ff. 18v-19 
· Qur'an (Eastern Kufic) Or.6573 ff. 210v-211 
· Qur’an printed in Hamburg, 1694 Or 77.b.32 
Wall 3

Christian texts not included in Bible
· Egerton Gospel Eg. Pap. 2 
· Gospel of Thomas Pap. 1531 verso 
· Coptic manuscript of "Pistis Sophia" Add.5114. ff. 93v-94 
Attempt at creating one text
· Commentary of St Ephrem on the Diatessaron of Tatian Chester Beatty loan 
Early language versions
· The Four Gospels with text in Armenian Inv.NR.ARM.10 
· The Four Gospels in Armenian, c. 9th-10th c I Add.21, 932 (ff. 118v-119) 
· Ethiopian. Four Gospels, 14th c Stockholm loan 
· Ethiopian Psalter, 15th c Or. 15421 ff. 42v-43 
· The Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles of St Paul Chester Beatty loan 
· The Syriac Peshitta version of the Bible Add.14425. ff. 30v-31 
· Old Latin Genesis. 3rd/4th c Pap. 2052 
· Early Vulgate Gospels Harley 1775 (ff. 143v-144) 
· Floreffe Bible Add. MS 17738 ff. 13v-14 
Middle vernacular
· Gospels of Ivan Alexander. Mid 14th c Add. 39627 (f. 124) 
Wall 4

From spoken to written
· Dead Sea Scrolls Musee Bible et Terre Sainte 
· Codex London, 9th c Pentateuch. Hebrew Or 4445 (f. 61v) 
· First Gaster Bible, 9th c Or 9879 (f. 14v) 
Hebrew Bible
· Hebrew Bible, Soncino, Italy. 15th century C.49.d.1 (f. 126) 
· Hebrew Pentateuch, Faro, Portugal 1487 C.49.c.1 (ff. 73v-74) 
· Second Rabbinic Bible, Venice 1524-1525 Or .73.e.20 vol 1 
Texts not included in Bible
· Wisdom of Ben Sira ​​- Ecclesiasticus Or.5518h 
· Book of Tobit Harley 5713 (f. 12) 
Christian Early Versions
· Four Gospels and Acts Chester Beatty loan 
· Codex Sinaiticus Add. 43725 (Vol 2) ff. 227v-228 
· Codex Alexandrinus Royal 1 D VIII (ff. 41v-42) 
· Exodus and Revelation papyrus Pap. 2053 
Wall 5

Geographical Spread
· Torah scroll from Kaifeng, China 17th/18th c Add. MS 19250 
· Qur'an from India 16th/17th c Add.18497 ff. 118v-119 
· Qur'an from Malaysia Or.15227 (ff. 3v-4) 
·  Or 15256/1 ff. 55v-56 
Doctrinal Split
· Wahhabi tracts Or 7718 ff. 1v-2 
Wall 6

Calligraphy
· Bible with micrographic designs Add.21160 f. 300v 
· Reg 16 A XI f. 187v 
· Add. 7214 f. 52v 
· Sultan Baybars Qur'an Add. MS 22406 ff. 2v-3 
· Sultan Baybars Qur'an Add. MS 22409 ff. 91v-92 
· Sultan Baybars Qur'an Add. MS 22411 ff. 1v-2 
· Sultan Baybars Qur'an Add. MS 22412 ff. 1v-2 
· Four Gospels. Northern France or Paris Harley MS 2797 (ff. 91v-92) 
· Lindisfarne Gospels Cotton Nero D iv ff. 26v-27 
· Bible of St John – modern Bible project loan
· The Odalricus Peccator Gospel lectionary Harley MS 2970 (f 8) 
· Monte Cassino Psalter, Southern Italy Add. 18859 (f. 39) 
Wall 7

Illumination
· Golden Canon Tables. Constantinople ? Add. 5111, ff. 10, 11 
· Cotton Genesis, 5th or 6th c Cotton Otho B vi f. 28 
· Theodore Psalter. Image of iconoclast debate 11th c Add. MS 19352 f. 27v 
· Icon of the Triumph of Orthodoxy British Museum loan 
· Harley Psalter. Canterbury. First half 11th c Harley 603 ff. 7v-8 
· Grimbald Gospels. Winchester (?). Early 11th c Add. MS 34890 (ff 114v-115) 
· Holkham Bible Picture Book, 1327-1335 Add. 47682 ff. 7v-8 
· The Awag Vank' Gospels, 1200- 1202 Or. 13654 ff. 5v-6 
· Gospel Lectionary, c.1216-20 Add. 7170, f. 160 
· Ethiopian Octateuch, Four Gospels Gondar, 1682- 1706 Or. 481, folio 99 
· The Four Gospels, Aghbak, Van (Turkey) 1587 John Rylands loan 
Wall 8

Illumination
· The Holy Trinity Or.538. f.51r 
· Coptic MS The repose of St John Or.6782 f. 1v 
· Sussex Italian Bible. Deuteronomy Add. 15423 ff. 116v-117 
· Sussex Italian Bible Add. 15251 ff. 49v-50 
· Sussex Spanish Bible Add.15250 ff. 3v-4 
· Silos Apocalypse Add. 11695 (ff. 147v-148) 
· Former and Latter Prophets Add. MS 11657 ff. 212v-213 
· Four Gospels. Northumbria, England, 8th c Royal MS 1 B VII ff. 54v-55 
· Ashkenazi prayer book from Germany Add. MS 22413 f. 3 
· Somme le Roi, 1279 Add. MS 28162 ff. 2v-2* 
Wall 9

Illumination
· French Miscellany c.1280. King David Add.11639 f. 117v 
· Psalter, Paris (?), late 13th c Yates Thompson 18 ff. 8v-9 
· Italian Bible. Proverbs Harley 5711 f. 241v 
· The Bible of Clement VII, Naples, Italy Add. MS 47672 ff. 232v-233 
· Sussex German Pentateuch. c.1300. Add. MS 15282 (f. 45v) 
· Luttrell Psalter, England, Add. MS 42130 ff. 179v-180 
· Golden Haggadah Add. MS 27210 ff. 2v-3 
· The Egerton Genesis. Southern England Egerton MS 1894 ff. 6v-7 
· Book of Psalms in Arabic laid out like a Qur'an, Arundel 15 ff. 38v-39 
· Qur’an. Mamluk, Cairo 14th c Or 848 ff. 1v-2 
· The Gospels in Arabic Add. MS 11856 (ff 94v-95) 
· Lisbon Bible volume 2 Or.2627 f. 136v 
· Catalan Bible, 1465 Egerton MS 1526 (ff. 59v-60) 
· Leipnik Haggadah. King David at prayer Sloane 3173 f. 27 
· Henry VIII Psalter, London (?) 1530-1547 Royal MS 2 A XVI ff. 63v-64 
· Hispano-Mauresque Haggadah Or. 2737 f. 93v 
· Picture of the ascension of the Prophet Muhammad to Heaven Or.2265, f.195 
· Haggadah, Trieste, 1864 1974.f.14 
· Qur'an from India. Illumination of name Allah Add. 5551. 135v-136 
· Qur'an from Persia. Different size scripts Or 13371 ff. 313v-314 
· Qur'an from Afghanistan Or 13087 ff. 83v-84 
· Qur’an from Java Add. 12312 ff. 1v-2 
· San'a Pentateuch Or.2348 ff. 151v-152 
· Qur'an from Morocco. 17th c Or 1405 ff. 370-371 
· Qur’an fragment in ma’il script with bands separating chapters Add. 11737 folio 1a 
· Karaites Biblical MS Or.2540 ff15v-16 
· Spanish Bible. Kings 1 (f 2) 

Table 1

Christianity: private worship
· The Breviary of King Levon II of Cilician Armenia 1269-89 Or. 13993, f.9v 
· Dutch Book of Hours Add. MS 17524 ff. 157v-158 
· Book of Hours, the Fountain of Life with all Saints Add. MS 17026 (ff. 32v-33) 
· Portable altar 12th c 4524-1858 
Table 2

Islam: private worship
· Miniature Qur'an Or.2200 ff. 91v-92 
· Very small volume with jade case Loth 36 (closed) 
· Leaves from African 19th c travelling Qur’an with saddle bag Or 13706 
Table 3

Judaism: private worship
· Silver Sabbath lamp. Antwerp, mid-18th c. Jewish Museum loan 
· Coconut and silver goblet, rosewood base. London. 18th c Jewish Museum loan 
· Spice box, Spain, 12th/13th c V&A loan 
· Glass bottle for Sabbath Wine. Egypt or Syria. 20th c? Jewish Museum loan 
· Prayer Book, Venice, 1598. Chained pocket prayer book covered in a green velvet with silver applique C.49.a.13 
Table 4

Protective powers
· Amulet, probably 19th c (Paper) Or 14057 (50) 
· Amulet, probably 19th ce (Paper) Or 14057 (114) 
· Silver Amulet, Syrian. 19th c Jewish Museum loan 
· Silver Amulet, Italian, c. 1680 Jewish Museum loan 
· Silver Amulet, Moroccan Jewish Museum loan 
· Sefer Raziel, a book with protective powers, 1967.e.5 ff. 43v-44 
· Irish Pocket Gospels kept in carrying case around neck Add. 40618 (ff. 21v-22) 
· Cuthbert Gospel, buried in tomb with St Cuthbert Loan 
· Illustrated Life of St Cuthbert (opening of his tomb) Yates Thompson 26 (folio 77) 
· Royal Mercian Prayerbook Royal 2 A xx (f. 12v) 
· Armenian scroll. Constantinople, 1655. Prayers with illuminations Or. 14028
· Gold amulet, 18-19th c British Museum loan 
· Carnelian set into ring with the names of the 12 imams making up the figure of a horseman British Museum loan 
· Quartz brown and white chalcedony Iran 16th century British Museum loan 
Stand-alone

Islam
· Processional standard in the shape of a hand ('alam) British Museum loan 

Table 5

Public worship: Judaism
· Torah scroll. Add.4707 
· Embroidered Sephardi Torah Mantle and pair of silver finials. c.1700. Private Lender 
· Silver-gilt Torah breast plate Jewish Museum loan 
· Jewelled pointer, legacy of Moses Montefiore. Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue 
· Ark curtain. Red flannel with silver embroidery. Late 18th c Jewish Museum loan 
· Mahogany Mizrach with the Ten Commandments. 19th/20th c Jewish Museum loan 
Public worship: Islam
· Mosque lamp with inscriptions. British Museum Godman Bequest G.1983.4 
Stand-alone

Christianity
· Oak Crucifix, France, 15th c V&A loan 
Table 6

Public worship: Christianity
· Sacramental spoon V&A loan 
· Bronze censer, 7th c  Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, 
· Ethiopian Processional Cross. 16th c British Museum 
· 13th century chalice V&A loan 
· Enamel crosier V&A loan 
· 13th century enamel pyx V&A loan 
· Armenian pastoral staff, New Julfa, Isfahan V&A loan 
Stand-alone

Islam
· Ka'bah hanging, from Ottoman Empire Private loan
Table 7

Holy places: Islam
· Hajj certificate Add.27566 
· Ka'bah, illustration from Malay work on hajj Singapore. 1900 14620.g.28 pages 2-3 
· Dal'il al-Khayrat prayesr with pictures of Mecca & Medina) Or 16211 ff. 14v-15 
· Indian lithograph of Mecca P3305 
· Indian lithograph of Medina P3306 
Table 8

Holy places: Judaism
· Itinerary to the Holy Land, 16th century.Cecil Roth collection. Roth MSS 220 

Table 9

Holy places: Christianity
· Miracles of St Menas,and Canons. Nubian 9th c Or.6805 ff. 10v-11 
· Pyxis, with scenes from the Life of St.Menas. Rome British Museum 
· Matthew Paris Itinerary of Pilgrimage to Jerusalem Royal 14 C vii folio 5 
· Portuguese Genealogy leaf: Isabella on pilgrimage to Santiago Add. MS 12531 f 9* 
· Pilgrim's guide to Compostela Add 12213 (ff. 3v-4) 
· Ampulla, lead, with ornament relief British Museum 1876, 1214.18 
· Standing figure of Becket, lead British Museum 2001,0702.5 
· Lead alloy ampulla showing martyrdom of Becket British Museum 1896,5-1.69 
· Lead alloy pendant scallop shell British Museum 1856,7-1.2106 
Table 10

Holy places: Christianity
· Melisende Psalter. Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem Egerton 1139 ff. 9v-10 
· Four Gospels from St Catherine's Sinai, 13th c Add. 11838 ff. 135v-136 
· Greek Old Testament legends Add. MS 40724 ff. 136v-137 
Table 11

Christianity: marriage
· Typical family Bible noting births, deaths, etc. 18th c Add. MS 43729 (ff. 442v-443) 
Table 12

Education
· Layla Majnun Add. MS 25900 
Table 13

Marriage: Judaism
· Wedding contract – Italian Or 12377M 
· Wedding contract – Afghan Or 15893 
Stand-alone

Judaism
· Embroidered bridal canopy on satin silk Private loan 
Wall 

· Nikah-Nameh (Khabin-Nameh) Marriage certificate of the last Mughal ruler Bahadur Shah II IO Islamic 4555 
Stand-alone 

Islam
· Tombstone with inscription (1982.6-23.1) 

Table 14

Christianity: death
· Mortuary Roll of Lucy, foundress and first prioress of the Benedictine nunnery and Castle Hedingham Egerton 2849 part 1 
Table 15

Christianity: Easter
· London Cruciform Lectionary, open at Easter Add. MS 39603 (ff. 1v-2) 
· Image of the crucifixion and the Resurrection Add. MS 28681 (ff. 5v-6) 
· Medallion with the Adoration of the Magi and Ascension on the reverse. Late 6th/ early 7th c British Museum, MLA,1983,7-4,1 
Table 16

Festivals: Muharram
· Shi'ite Muharram ceremonies. Images, prints and drawings Add. Or. 18 
Table 17

Festivals: Purim
· Esther scroll and case Private lender 
Table 18

Festivals: Passover
· Passover, Barcelona Haggadah Add.14761 ff. 24v-25 
· Passover, Szyk Haggadah Or.70.c.12 
· Silver set for Passover by modern London artist Private lender 
Table 19

Islam: various Qur'ans

· Double carpet page frontispiece Morocco loan
· Kufic script in gold Morocco loan
· Opening showing the word Allah in gold Morocco loan

· Part of a Qur'an Morocco loan 
Table 20

Modern calligraphy
· Bible of St John – modern Bible project loan

 Further information
For high-qualty images and detailed information on over 60 of the most important items on display, plus downloadable curator talks, news, videos and much more, visit the Sacred website at 
www.bl.uk/sacred
Sacred: Discover what we share
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