
FAMILY HISTORY DAY 
 
Talks in the British Library Conference Centre (all ticketed) 
 
Main Auditorium (seats 250) 
 
12 midday 
Speaker: Else Churchill - Society of Genealogists   
Title: I'm stuck!  Techniques for localising that illusive English ancestor. 
More details:  Else has over twenty years of experience as a professional genealogical librarian 
and researcher.  Her lecture will explore useful techniques for anyone who's got stuck with their 
research, highlighting helpful indexes and finding aids.   
 
13.00 
Speaker: Sarah Paterson - Imperial War Museum and Jane Furlong - UK Inventory of War 
Memorials 
Title; Using the Imperial War Museum and War Memorials as family history sources 
 
14.00 
Speaker: Nick Barrat, genealogist and consultant for Who Do You Think You Are? TV series 
Title:  Behind the Scenes of Who Do You Think You Are? 
More details: Nick Barrat, one of the country’s leading genealogists, shares his insights and 
experience from working on Who Do You Think You Are? He is currently working down under on 
a TV show linked to genealogy 
 
15.00 
Speaker: Ed King - British Library 
Title: The British Library Newspaper Collection  
More details: Ed King is Head of British Library Newspaper Collections. He is currently Director 
of two projects initiated by the Library to digitise three million pages of eighteenth and nineteenth 
century newspapers.  
 
16.00  
Speaker: Nick Barrat, genealogist and consultant for Who Do You Think You Are? TV series 
Title:  Behind the scenes of Who Do You Think You Are? 
More details: Nick Barrat, one of the country’s leading genealogists, shares his insights and 
experience from working on Who Do You Think You Are? He is currently working down under on 
a TV show linked to genealogy.  
 
 
Meeting Room 1 in BL Conference Centre. (seats 60 all ticketed) 
 
12 midday 
Speaker: Roger Kershaw – National Archives 
Title: From Strangers to Citizens: Modern Immigration Sources at the National Archives 
Roger Kershaw has eighteen years experience in researching records at The National Archives 
and other archives and has published two books, Immigrants and Aliens - a guide to sources on 
UK immigration and citizenship, and Emigrants and Expats - a guide to sources on UK emigration 
and residents overseas. 
 
13.00 
Speaker: Sharon Hintze - Hyde Park Family History Centre 
Title: Making the most of the Hyde Park Family History Centre and the world’s largest 
genealogical index 
More details: Sharon is Director of the Hyde Park Family History Centre, a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Society of Genealogists and a lecturer on family history topics. She is a fifth 



generation family historian. Her talk will highlight the range of sources at London’s unique Hyde 
Park Family History Centre and the scope of the International Genealogical Index. 
 
14.00  
Speaker: Malcom Holmes - Camden Local Studies and Archives 
Title: On your doorstep. Family history sources in local history and archive collections 
More details: Malcolm Holmes is the Senior Archivist at Camden Local Studies and Archives 
Centre with over 40 years experience. Using examples from material held locally in Camden, 
Malcolm’s talk is a guide to using local archives in general.  
 
15.00 
Speake r: Arnold Hunt - British Library 
Title: Introduction to the Western Manuscripts Collection 
More details: Curator of Manuscripts  
 
16.00 
Speaker: Paul Crooks – author of Ancestors & Guy Grannum - National Archives 
Title: Researching your Caribbean ancestors 
More details: Paul has traced his roots from London, to Jamaica and right back to Africa.  He will 
describe what inspired him and which records held the keys to unlock his family's past.  West 
Indian ancestry is an area of particular interest for Guy Grannum and he has been researching 
his Barbadian roots on his father's side for 15 years. This talk will help people understand what 
sources and tools to use in their own family research. 
 
  
Meeting Room 4 in the BL Conference Centre (seats 60) 
 
12 midday 
Speaker: John Falconer and Mark Browne - British Library 
Title: Caring for Photographic Collections 
More details: Mark Browne is Team Manager, Conservation and Binding. John Falconer is 
Jerwood Curator of Photography. 
 
13.00 
Speaker: Jacquie Carter – British Library  
Title: Electoral registers in the British Library 
More details: Jacquie is the Curator of National Statistics and Electoral Register Collections, 
Social Science Collection at the British Library. Her talk will cover what sources exist, sources 
held by the British Library and how to use them, and recent legislation relevant to family 
historians.  
  
14.00 
Speaker: Tim Thomas - British Library 
Title: Sources for Family History from India Office Records  
More details: Tim is Specialist Curator in the British Library’s Asia, Pacific and African 
Collections. His talk will cover the key sources for family historians using the India Office Records. 
 
15.00 
Speakers: Andy Robertshaw - National Army Museum and Steve Roberts - No Mans Land 
project 
Title: Family history and military resources (including identifying soldiers from 
photographs. 
More details: Andy is Head of National Army Museum's Education Department with a special 
interest in the Great War. In this talk Andy and Steve Roberts, an experienced genealogist, will 



how to trace your ancestor’s military careers in the Great War. This will include using 
photographs and medals, the National Archives and regimental and corps museums. 
 
16.00 
Speaker: George Smith - East London Family History Society. 
Title: Your Victorian Ancestors - Facts You May Not Know 
George Smith from the East London Family History Society is a professional genealogist with 
clients all over the world. In this talk he will provide useful tips for researching your Victorian 
ancestors and background information on the era they were living in.  
 
 
Children’s drop-in workshop (8 year-olds and under) 
 
11.00-17.00 Meeting Room 2A in the BL Conference Centre (not ticketed) 
 
Workshop organiser: Nick Sykes 
Title: Making your own family booklet 
Materials provided.  Feel free to bring family photographs for inclusion. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult who must remain present. 
 
 
Cartoon Workshops - Suitable for age 8 and above (4 ticketed workshops) 
Meeting Room 2B in the BL Conference Centre  
 
Cartoon Workshops    
Come and learn to draw cartoons and caricatures of members of your family in these hands-on 
workshops with Steve and Tayo throughout the day. Suitable for 8 and above.  
 
11.15 – 12.30 or 14.15 – 15.30  
Workshop organiser: Steve Marchant 
Title: Your family as cartoon characters   
Cartoon workshop for age 8 to adult. 
More details:  Steve Marchant is a professional cartoonist and writer whose recent clients have 
included the BBC's Bitesize website, and the Marvel Figurine magazine. He is the author and 
illustrator of The Cartoonist's Workshop, and his new book, The Computer Cartoon Kit, will be 
released in spring 2006. In addition, Steve teaches the skills of cartooning at schools, libraries, 
and museums around the UK. 
 
12.45 – 14.00 or 15.45 – 17.00  
Workshop organiser: Tayo Fatunla  
Title: Your family as cartoon characters 
Cartoon workshop for age 8 to adult. 
Tayo Fatunla is a cartoonist, designer, illustrator and storyteller. His published books include 
books on black history, Our Roots and Tayo -Thro’ The Years, a compilation of editorial cartoons 
published in various newspapers and magazines around the world. In the year 2001, Tayo was 
awarded Le Crayon de Porcelaine for his contribution to press cartoons. He has held cartoon 
workshops at festivals, in schools and libraries across the U.K. 
 
 
Performance Poetry Slots (drop in performances, not ticketed) 
 
Meeting Room 3 in the British Library Conference Centre or outside in the Poet's Circle if 
weather permits 
 
Come and chill out to the sounds of some of the best contemporary spoken word artists who draw 
on themes of family and heritage in their work. There will be 45-minute performance poetry slots 



all afternoon in Meeting Room 3 (in the conference centre) or outside in the Poetry Circle if the 
weather is good. 
 
12.45 – 13.30 
Heather Taylor and Aoife Mannix  
Heather and Aoife perform their show ‘Accents on Words’ – a two-hander containing a unique 
blend of poetry and music. It’s a lyrical journey through the wilderness of Canada, the lights of 
New York and the smooth creaminess of Dublin.  
 
13.45 – 14.30 
Jared Louche, Tuup and Nandita Ghose. Compered by Joe Coelho 
Join these lyrical wordsmiths for a set of exciting and varied poetry and storytelling. Jared has 
entertained audiences for decades with his poetry and stories and has toured with his machine-
rock band Chemlab for over a decade. Tuup is a storyteller and drummer and has also toured 
internationally with the band Transglobal Underground. Nandita is a writer and director who has 
worked extensively in theatre, radio and T.V. Joe is a rising star on the poetry circuit and hosts 
the session. 
 
14.45 – 15.30 
John Siddique and Francesca Beard 
John Siddique is an exciting voice in British literature. His poetry has at its heart the themes of 
communication, storytelling and what it means to be human, exploring his Irish and Indian roots. 
His first poetry collection was published by Rialto in 2005 and he has been featured on BBC 
Television and radio.  
 
Francesca Beard was born in Kuala Lumpar and grew up in Penang. She has performed for the 
British Council in countries such as Azerbaijan, Bulgaria and Columbia and her work features in 
many anthologies. Her solo show, Chinese Whispers explored her mixed identity and modern life 
through her trademark acerbic wit. 
  
15.45 – 16.30 
Lemn Sissay and Malika Booker. Compered by Joe Coelho  
Fusing the lyrical & the polemical, up-beat humour & deadly seriousness – Lemn’s performances 
are notorious for their powerful energy & dynamism. He has published several volumes of poetry 
and has collaborated with a wide range of musicians. His first one man show ‘Something Dark’ is 
currently touring nationally and is an autographical exploration of his identity. It was adapted for 
Radio 3 last year and won a Race in the Media award. 
 
Malika is best known for her writing, and performances of, intimate and engaging character 
monologues and poetry, which beautifully capture the contradictions and passions of modern 
living and transform personal insight into universal appreciation. She is also the founder of 
Malika’s Kitchen, a collective of writers. 
 
Rising star Joe Coelho hosts the session with his own brand of lyrical dexterity. 
 
 
Poetry Workshops for children, young people and adults (drop in workshops, not ticketed, 
but please be prompt). 
 
British Library Members' Lounge, 3rd floor, Main Library building  
 
11.15 – 12.30 
Jared Louche  
Suitable for anyone over 8. Jared will look at how family traits are passed down through 
generations and will encourage some quirky writing around that subject. 
 



American-born, London-based Jared Louche has been writing poetry, lyrics and stories for over 
twenty years. His work has been published in magazines as diverse as Gargoyle and Newsweek. 
Jared has entertained audiences for decades with his poetry and stories, appearing all across 
London in venues as varied as the National Gallery and the Union Chapel 
 
12.45 – 14.00 
Patricia Foster 
Suitable for anyone over 8. Come and create an ‘I am from,…’ poem with Patricia through some 
poetic games and exercises 
 
A writer, performance poet, African dancer and actress, Patricia Foster uses sharp narrative and 
colourful rhythms to explore the epiphanies of everyday life. Her insightful, emotive poetry, short 
stories and monologues have enchanted audiences throughout London and internationally. 
 
14.15 – 15.30 
Malika Booker 
Suitable for teens and adults. Malika will explore family moments and special memories through 
remembering objects, room, furniture ands streets where your family live. 
 
Malika Booker is a writer and performer whose work spans literature, education and cross-arts. 
She has represented British writing internationally, both independently and with the British 
Council. In spring 2005 she was sponsored by the Arts Council England for a three-month Writer 
Fellowship in Delhi, to have time to work on her debut novel.  
 
15.45 – 17.00 
Leah Thorn  
This workshop is suitable for parents and young people. In this workshop Leah will be getting 
participants to explore their identity through a number of games and creative writing exercises.   
 
Leah Thorn is a Jewish spoken word poet and workshop facilitator who draws on her own family 
for inspiration. She has performed nationally and internationally in theatres, museums and poetry 
venues, often collaborating with musicians and dancers.  
 
 
Using Family History as a Starting Point for Creative Projects (2 ticketed workshops 
please book in advance - 30 places) 
 
British Library Education Room, Lower Ground Floor in the Main Library Building -  
 
12 midday - 13.30 Workshop for adults 
Workshop Organiser:  Rachel Lichtenstein.  
A brief slide show introduces the way Rachel has used family history as the starting point for 
written and artistic projects. Participants are then introduced to a variety of multi media 
techniques to research their own family history, such as oral history interviews, archival research, 
walking, taking photographs, drawing and sculpture. Participants will then be given an opportunity 
to try out some of these techniques.  PLEASE BRING A PHOTOGRAPH OF A FAMILY 
MEMBER.  
 
14.30 – 16.00 Workshop for families. 
Workshop Organiser:  Rachel Lichtenstein.  
A brief slide show introduces the way Rachel has used family history as the starting point for 
written and artistic projects. Participants are then introduced to a variety of multi media 
techniques to research their own family history, such as oral history interviews, archival research, 
walking, taking photographs, drawing and sculpture. Participants will then be given an opportunity 
to try out some of these techniques.  PLEASE BRING A PHOTOGRAPH OF A FAMILY 
MEMBER.  



 
 
British Library Staff Restaurant 1st Floor in the Main Building and the Oriental Collections 
Reading Room 3rd Floor Main Building 
  
11.00 – 17.00 Meet the Expert  
If you have specific question, experts will be on hand to advise you on a variety of Family History 
related subjects including the care of documents and photographs.  


