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Rare Books & Music Research  
Skills Consultation Sessions
Rare Books or Music Reference Specialist 
are available (Mon-Fri), covering basic skills 
in research with a focus on the Library’s 
Western Early Printed Collections (ca. 
1455–1914) or with the Library’s Music 
Collections.

Sessions cover navigating the Library’s 
resource discovery tools, key printed 
reference sources, and electronic resources 
relevant to your area of research.

Email rare-books@bl.uk for an Application Form. 
 

LibCrowds: 
a new 
crowdsourcing 
platform   
You can have a direct impact on the 
increased availability of research 
material at the British Library. 
LibCrowds is a platform for hosting 
experimental crowdsourcing projects 
aimed at enhancing access to the 
Library’s collections. Our first 
project series, Convert-a-Card, is 
dedicated to the retro-conversion 
of printed card catalogues into 
electronic records, in order to make 
them available to a worldwide 
audience via our Explore catalogue. 

You can start contributing here: 
www.libcrowds.com

 
Contribute a recording:  
Sounds of our Shores

The British Library, in collaboration with the National Trust, the National 
Trust for Scotland and audioBoom Ltd, need your help to create the first ever 
coastal soundmap of the UK. You can contribute vibrant sounds – from gulls 
screaming to the kettle whistling from inside a much loved beach hut –  via a 
free app or web browser. The survey runs from 21 June until the 21 September. 

Find out more at bl.uk/sounds-of-our-shores

Follow @BL_Ref_Services for information on Reading Room services and our collections



Business & IP Centre:  
Research for new businesses 

Whether you are an entrepreneur, inventor, 
innovator, pre-start business or just 
interested in researching companies there 
is a huge range of online and hard copy 
resources available for you at the Business 
& IP Centre. Research for new businesses 
is a monthly workshop held in the BIPC and 
serves as an introduction to  
these resources.    

Find out more at: bl.uk/bipc/workevents

Image: Familiar Scenes for Object Lessons was 
produced in 1894 as a collection of large coloured 
poster prints intended to be used as starting points 
for school lessons.

New online resources:  
Georgian and Victorian 
Britain   

The Georgian period was one of great 
change, as cities grew, trade expanded 
and consumerism and popular 
culture blossomed while the Victorian 
period was one of huge industrial 
and technological change and 
shocking divisions between rich and 
poor. Explore posters, newspapers, 
illustrations and much more, along 
with expert articles, that showcase 
these ground-breaking periods.  

Explore bl.uk/victorian-britain and 
bl.uk/georgian-britain

Exhibitions and events visit www.bl.uk/whats-on         /britishlibrary      @britishlibrary

Transforming St Pancras 

One of the key elements the Library’s Living Knowledge strategy, launched in 
January this year, is our major programme to adapt and expand the St Pancras 
site, so that we can anticipate and meet the needs of a range of growing 
audiences over the next decade. 

The programme envisages the construction of a range of office, retail and 
exhibition spaces on the area of land to the north of the Library’s site – 
between our building and the Francis Crick Institute – along with the 
refurbishment of public areas and exhibition spaces in the current building. 

We’ll provide more detail of our plans later in the year, but in the meantime 
the early stages of our plans involve the re-tendering of our catering supplier. 
To make sure your views are heard on this topic, please take part in one 
of the focus groups (see below) and also the Reader survey which will be 
circulated in the coming weeks.  

Find out more on our Living Knowledge blog bl.uk/blogs

Catering at the British Library: 
tell us what you think 

As part of our plans to improve and 
expand our St Pancras site we’ll also 
be reviewing our current catering offer 
for the public and we’d really like to 
hear what you think. If you’d like to get 
involved and help us shape our future 
catering options, we’ll be running a series 
of focus groups where you can come and 
share your thoughts. 

Date:  29 July 2015 
Time: 10.30 – 11.30 or 15.30 – 16.30 
Location: Conference Centre, Brontë Room 
No need to book, please just come along.

Don’t worry if you can’t join us for the 
focus groups as we’ll also run a survey 
in the coming weeks.

20 millionth item 
ordered into the  
Reading Rooms

Just before Easter, Nineteenth-century 
painters and painting by Geraldine 
Norman (shelfmark: q78/1657) was 
the 20 millionth item ordered via 
our automated book retrieval system 
(ABRS). It was delivered to Humanities 
1 to Dr Amelia Yeates, Senior Lecturer 
Art History at Liverpool Hope 
University. Last year the ABRS enabled 
1,278,988 requests to our Reading 
Rooms. The largest number of requests 
(452,721) was ordered to Rare Books 
and Music. 

Find out more: bit.ly/BL20mil


