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This is a subscription database which you would need to pay to use outside the British Library.  It 
covers patents from many countries, dating back to 1973 for most subjects, 1968 for chemistry, and 
1963 for drugs.  Note that although the database itself now claims to cover all subjects back to 
1963, this does not appear to be entirely true. 
 
Derwent has several main advantages over Espacenet.  Most importantly, the titles and abstracts of 
the patent are rewritten by professional indexers to make them more meaningful and easier to 
search by keyword.  It allows the user to sort results by actual publication date, or by various other 
attributes, while Espacenet only shows items in order of loading on the database.  It also offers 
analysis functions to show the most frequent holders or subjects in search results.  There is a 
function, which I will explain below, which lets you search all the subsidiaries or variations of a 
company name with a single search.  Finally, if you have found a patent of interest, you can look for 
later patents which cite it as similar. 
 
The default search screen allows you to search three or more different "fields", or types of 
information, selected from pull-down menus.  To search by subject, type words to do with your idea 
into the search box and leave the pull-down menu showing the default "Topic" field.  The system 
defaults to finding patents whose titles or abstracts include all the words you type in, but not 
necessarily in the same order.  If you want to find an exact phrase, type it in quotation marks.  You 
can use AND, OR and NOT in these search boxes if you know how.  For certain fields, like patent 
applicants or classification systems, a magnifying glass icon will appear next to the box which allows 
you to browse an index of everything in the field selected. 
 
  You can search for patent applicants by typing the name into a  
search   box and selecting "Assignee" from the pull-down menu,  
and inventors by selecting "Inventors".  To search for patents in a 
specific year or  block of years, click the "Change Limits and Settings" 
link.  If you are   searching for patents by a large group of companies, 
you can use   Assignee Codes to find all the variations of the company 
name.  Select "Assignee" in the middle pull-down menu and click the 
magnifying glass next to it. 
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  You can then browse a list of all patent applicants 
alphabetically   or type the company name in the search  
box that results. You  will see a list of company names with 
four-letter codes next to  them.  Note down the four-letter 
code, click “Cancel” at the  bottom of the screen, and type 
 the code into the “Assignee”  search box.  (The “ADD” 
buttons next to the company names  will add the full names 
rather than codes.)  If you then click "Search", you will see 
patents by any national version of that company, including subsidiaries which may have a different 
name to the total group. 
 
When you start a search, you will get a list of patent numbers with titles.  To the right is a sort menu 
which allows you to sort the patents by their publication dates, inventor or assignee (owner) names, 
number of subsequent citations, or subject classification code. 
 
To the left of your result list is a set of collapsible lists which 
allows you to see and the most   common broad subjects, 
applicants, inventors, and classifications  present in your  
search results.  Ticking the box next to one of  these and  
clicking on the "Refine" button next to it will display  those  
results only.  This will allow you to see the most common  
assignees, inventors, or subject classification codes  
represented in  your results.  If you want to see the complete 
list of any of these,  instead of just the most common, you can use the "Analyse" button below 
them.  This function can be used to discover the classification codes most relevant to your search, to 
view the companies or individuals most active in a given technology, or to discover which 
technologies a given company patents most actively in. 
 
Click on a title to see a detailed abstract of that patent.  At the top of the page will be a list of the 
patent family (all the versions of that patent in individual countries).  Clicking on the "Espacenet" 
icon to the right of the screen, or at the end of the entry on the initial result list, will take you to the 
copy of that patent on Espacenet, if there is one.  There may be a copy of the patent on Espacenet, 
even if there is no link, so note down the number and check.   
 
  If there is a "Citing Patents" entry, you can click on it to  
see later patents which cited that one.  You can see earlier  
patents which   were cited by the one you are looking at by 
clicking the "Patents  cited by inventor" or "Patents cited by 
examiner" entry.  If you   find a patent that is particularly 
interesting to you, find the International Patent Classification  
or the Derwent Manual Code.  There may be more than one 
code in each of these, separated by   semi-colons.  These are 
classification systems that indicate the subject of a patent.  Clicking on one of these codes will search 
the database for all patents with that code.  If you want to add more search refinements, you can 
note down the code and use it in the appropriate box on the main search screen. 
 
There is some status information at the bottom of the entry to indicate whether the patent was 
granted.  However, for certainty about whether a patent is in force in a specific country or not you 
must always check that country's official status database. 
 
When you have finished using Derwent, please click the "LOG OUT" icon to the top right, instead 
of logging off the web browser or going to a different web site. 


