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GRANTNET HELP SHEET 
 

Updated 26h May 2010 
 
 
Grantnet is a freely accessible directory of brief information about grants and assistance available to 

UK organisations. Grantfinder, available within the Business & IP Centre, provides detailed 
information on the grants and assistance found through Grantnet. 

 
Grantnet Summary 
 
Grantnet provides basic details of over 4,000 grants and other assistance schemes available to UK 
organisations in the private, public and voluntary sectors. This includes loans, rate relief, tax relief, 
export insurance, awards, venture capital, advice schemes and information sources..  
 
 
 
Searching Grantnet 
 
 
Basic Tips 
 
To navigate use the back and next step buttons within the database – using the backward and 
forward buttons within your web browser may lead to loss of data 
 

When you see  this provides information and help in using that part of the database 
 
 
Step Searching 
 
Step 1  
 
Provides the choice of searching for grants and assistance relevant to the business sector (small and 
medium –sized enterprises) or the community sector (voluntary groups, charities, schools, social 
enterprises, etc) 
 
Step 2 
 
This will ask you how many people work in your organisation and the nature of your organisations’ 
activities. You can choose as many activities as you wish. You can browse through the hierarchy to 
choose activities or use the keyword find facility to help you identify relevant activities 
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Step 3 
 
This will ask you to choose the geographic area in which your organisation is located by entering your 
postcode and choosing a relevant area. It will also ask you to confirm the nature of the assistance you 
require. This can be browsed via a hierarchy of 16 main headings sub-divided into 400 specific 
categories. You can choose as many forms of assistance as you wish, although it is advisable to search 
for closely related forms of assistance together and then modify your search to find additional forms 
of assistance. 
 

 
 
 
 
Finally you will be asked to choose the amount of financial assistance required; the option unknown is 
available if you are unsure of the amount required. You will be asked to confirm whether you are 
interested in funding, awards or information/advice 
 
 
Search Results 
 
This will provide a brief list of results outlining the form of assistance available. Click on the blue 
highlighted titles to get further information. If individual forms of assistance are of interest to you 
take a note of the code on the search results page (normally a combination of numbers and letters, 
e.g. UIE690). 
 
Another database, Grantfinder, can be accessed by the information specialists on your behalf when 
you visit the Business & IP Centre to find further information on each of the forms of assistance 
available. Using the codes you have written down we can download up to 10 reports per week on to 
your memory stick / laptop when you visit the Centre. To do this you will need to obtain a reader 
pass - please follow the guidance at  
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/inrrooms/stp/register/identify/identify.html. 


