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Planning your visit during 
the busy spring period

The Reading Rooms are especially 
busy in March and April. To ensure 
that as many Readers as possible can 
access our collections we will:

•  Allocate particular desks in the Rare
Books & Music, Manuscripts and
Asian & African Reading Rooms for
those using collections.

•  Direct Readers to available desks
elsewhere. Please allow up to
30 minutes for your collection
items to be transferred to another
Reading Room.

Reading Room alternatives 

If you need a study space rather than 
access to our collections, it may be more 
appropriate to use the public areas.  

Local libraries may have more space available and our ‘Guide to some libraries 
in London’ leaflet provides useful details. For directions to the nearest alternative 
library, please ask staff at the Information Desk in the Entrance Hall.

Best times to visit

Generally, more desks are available in the morning and early evening. 

Accessing our collections remotely 

We offer additional fee-based services to provide material remotely.  
Contact Customer Services for Document Supply services  
T +44 (0) 1937 546060  
or customer-services@bl.uk 
or visit British Library On Demand (www.bl.uk/on-demand) for details.

Improvements 
at St Pancras   
Spring will see a range of catering 
improvements to our public spaces 
and services as we begin to roll out 
the first phase of a programme to 
expand and reorient our London 
site. 

The first of these will be coffee- 
provider Origin Coffee who will run 
the Euston Road espresso bar and 
a new ‘coffee cart’ service for the 
Entrance Hall.  

The main catering provision – which 
includes the public restaurant, the 
café on the Upper Ground Floor and 
The Last Word café on the Piazza 
– is currently being re-tendered
and will see the appointment of
one or several providers later in the
summer.

Read the Living Knowledge blog for 
more information bl.uk/blogs

Follow @BL_Ref_Services for information on Reading Room services and our collections



Newsroom Workshops  

News-related electronic resources 
7 April, 14.00

This session will cover how to access 
electronic material, including: 
•  A showcase of newspaper 

databases, facsimile and text-only 
e-resources and various news-related 
bibliographies and indexes

•  Demonstrations of how to access 
key newspaper e-resources

•  How newspaper e-resources can  
aid your research.

Introduction to modern newspapers: 
From the mid-19th century to the 
present 
19 May, 14.00

This workshop will be presented by a 
News curator and will include:
•  The development of newspapers in 

this period
•  British, Irish and overseas 

newspapers
•  Searching for modern newspapers 

using the Explore catalogue. 
 

 

Introduction to the Newsroom 
7 June, 10.00

The session will cover basic guidance
for researchers and:
•   Provide an overview of the scope 

and history of our news collection
•  Explain digital news resources and 

services 
•  Explain how to search for and order 

newspapers.

New newspaper 
electronic resources   
 
We’ve added the Sunday Times Digital 
Archive and the Japan Times Digital 
Archive to our collection. The Sunday 
Times Digital Archive provides word- 
searchable access to facsimile images 
of the Sunday Times, the London 
Sunday broadsheet newspaper, from 
its beginning in 1822 to 2006. The 
archive includes the supplements. 

The Japan Times Digital Archive 
provides word-searchable access to 
facsimile images of the Japan Times, 
Japan’s leading English language 
newspaper, from 1897 to 2014. 
Readers can also access current issues 
of the Japan Times Online.

For more info visit a Reading Room 
Reference Desk or email  
newspaper@bl.uk 

Exhibitions and events visit www.bl.uk/whats-on         /britishlibrary      @britishlibrary

Make the library 
your legacy, 
leave a gift 
in your will
 
By leaving a gift to the Library in 
your will, you will be supporting  
our work to protect and preserve  
our heritage. 
 
To find out more, contact Abby 
Wilson on abby.wilson@bl.uk

Discovering 
Literature: 
Shakespeare 

To kick off our celebrations 
marking the 400th anniversary of 
Shakespeare’s death, we have digitised 
over 300 of our Shakespeare-related 
treasures for the first time, including 
the only surviving play-script in the 
bard’s hand, unique manuscripts 
annotated by Coleridge and Garrick, 
plus playbills, photographs and 
paintings across four centuries. 
The resource will bring the world 
of Shakespeare to life for a new 
generation of students and literature 
lovers revealing the politics, society 
and context which shaped his  
imagination.
 
www.bl.uk/shakespeare 

Training sessions 
for family history 
researchers  

The Asian & African Studies 
Reference Services team are 
hosting a number of free training 
sessions aimed at those interested in 
knowing more about their European 
ancestors with links to South Asia. 
Prior knowledge is neither expected 
nor required; participants do not 
need to be registered Readers.

Wednesday, 20 April 
Tuesday, 17 May 
Thursday, 16 June 

To book email hrs-training@bl.uk

To book a place on a Newsroom 
Workshop, please speak to staff  
at the Newsroom Reference Desk  
or email us at: newspaper@bl.uk.


