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Newsroom Workshops 
The Newsroom is a new dedicated space in our St Pancras building for 
newspapers, broadcast and web news. You can access microfilm, print and 
digital newspapers, with reference sources and expert help.  

Introduction to the Newsroom 
27 January, 14.00

The session will cover basic guidance 
for researchers and:
•  Provide an overview of the scope

and history of our news collection
•  Explain what digital news resources

and services are available
•  Explain how to search for and order

newspapers.

News-related electronic resources 
16 February, 10.00

This session will cover how to access 
electronic material, including:
•  A showcase of newspaper

databases, facsimile and text only
e-resources and various news related
bibliographies and indexes

•  Demonstrations of how to access
key newspaper e-resources

•  How newspaper e-resources can aid
your research.

Introduction to early newspapers:  
from the 17th century to the mid-19th 
century  
9 March, 14.00

This workshop will be presented 
by the Newspaper Curator and  
will cover:
•  The development of newspapers

from the early 17th century to the
mid-19th century

•  The origins of the national and
regional press in the UK

•  Searching for early newspapers
using the Explore catalogue.

To book, email newspaper@bl.uk 
or inquire at the Newsroom Reference 
Desk.

Training sessions 
for family history 
researchers

The Asian & African Studies 
Reference Services team are hosting 
a number of free training sessions 
aimed at those interested in knowing 
more about their European ancestors 
with links to South Asia. Prior 
knowledge is neither expected nor 
required; participants do not need  
to be registered Readers.

Wednesday, 20 January 
Thursday, 18 February 
Tuesday, 15 March

All start at 11.00 and last 
approximately 90 minutes 

To book email hrs-training@bl.uk

Follow @BL_Ref_Services for information on Reading Room services and our collections

97% of Readers are 
satisfied with their 
Library experience

Thank you to everybody who 
completed the recent Reader 
Satisfaction ‘Snapshot’ Survey 
– we had over 400 responses,
with 97% of respondents telling
us they were satisfied with their
overall experience, the second
highest rating in five years, with
our staff getting  the ‘top score’ for
particular services. The next survey
is in February, and we look forward
to your feedback.



British Library and Qatar Foundation 
continue successful partnership 

The Qatar Digital Library (QDL) is 
making a large amount of archival 
material relating to the Persian Gulf 
and wider region freely available 
online for the first time. It includes 
archives from the India Office 
Records, private papers, maps, 
selected Arabic Scientific manuscripts 
from the British Library collections, 
sound recordings, photographs 
and much more, complete with 
contextualised explanatory notes and links, in both English and Arabic.

Over 650,000 images have been made available online to date and many 
more are being digitised every day at the Library.

Find out more www.QDL.qa 

Doctoral Open Days 

Have you just started your PhD? 
We understand that researching can 
be an overwhelming process. These 
open days are designed to explain the 
practicalities of using the Library and 
its services plus help you navigate our 
physical and online collections. You 
will have the opportunity to meet 
our expert and friendly staff and 
researchers in your field. 
 
These events are aimed at first year 
PhD students who are new to the 
Library. Each day focuses on one 
aspect of the Library’s collections. 
You are welcome to attend the day 
you will find most useful to you.  
Lunch and refreshments are provided. 

Social Sciences 
12 February 

17th and 18th Century Collections 
19 February 

19th Century Collections 
22 February 

20th and 21st Century Collections 
26 February 

Book now: bl.uk/events/doctoral-
open-days

Exhibitions and events visit www.bl.uk/whats-on         /britishlibrary    @britishlibrary   

New Alice in 
Wonderland inspired  
adult short courses 

Starting in February our new 
short courses offer enriching and 
creative learning opportunities. 

Beginning 23 February 
Illustrating Alice will delve into 
character building inspired by 
Carroll’s work. This five week 
course will incorporate different 

media and techniques including collage, paint and drawing and will include  
a curator lead tour of our Alice in Wonderland exhibition.

Beginning 2 March Alice and the World of Children’s Literature, a  
four-week course, will explore Alice in the context of the development  
of children’s book publishing and the impact on wider culture since its  
first publication. 

Find out more: www.bl.uk/whats-on 

Eccles Centre Visiting Fellowships and  
Postgraduate Awards

Applications for the 2016 Eccles Centre Visiting Fellowships and Postgraduate 
Awards to help support scholars wishing to visit London to use the Library’s 
collections relating to North America are now open. The deadline is Friday  
30 January 2016. 

For full details about these awards and how to apply, visit  
bl.uk/eccles/fellowships.html  


