
UKMARC tags and fields 
Tags 001 - 099: Control fields / Coded and other information  
 
Field 001 : Record Control Number 

The record control number uniquely identifies the item being catalogued. In the case of 

books the International Standard Book Number (ISBN), where one has been assigned by 

the publisher, should be used for this purpose. For serial publications the International 

Standard Serials Number (ISSN), if one has been assigned, may be used. In place of either 

the ISBN or the ISSN, record control numbers may be devised according to local practice. 

There are no indicators or subfields in this field. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

BNB Practice 

A BNB number (see field 015) is used if the item is a serial publication or is a monograph 

without an ISBN. 

Examples 

1. ISBN 

001 0712310754  

2. ISSN 

001 01419455  

3. BNB Number 

001 b9574890  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 002 : Subrecord Directory 

When a record contains a record or records for a part or parts of the larger item being 

catalogued (i.e. contains an analytical subrecord), information on the type of data held in 

the various fields of each such subrecord is held in this field. This data is machine-

generated and is used to assist the manipulation of records within automated systems and 

facilitate their exchange. 

There are no indicators or subfields in this field. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

The information is held as a sequence of blocks of 12 characters, each block corresponding 

to a different analytical level. The 12 characters are made up as follows: 

Relationship code (character positions 1-3) 

This code is always: a∇∇ 

Length (character positions 4-7) 

These positions record the length, in number of characters, of the directory entries for 

each analytical entry. 

Starting position (character positions 8-12) 

This indicates the number of characters from the start of the record to the point at which 

the directory entry for the analytical entry begins. 

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Example 

a∇∇006000228a∇∇003600288 

The record as a whole contains 2 subrecords (2 blocks of 12 characters). The directory 

entry corresponding to the first of these levels is 60 characters long and starts at the 

228th character position. The second analytical level has a directory entry 36 characters in 

length and starts at character position 288. 

 

 
 



Field 003 : Control Number Identifier  

The 003 field contains the code for the agency whose system control number is present in 

field 001 (Control Number).  

There are no indicators or subfields in this field. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

Notes 

1. The source of this code is the USMARC code list for organisations 

(formerly Symbols of American Libraries) that is maintained by 

the Library of Congress.  

2. Whenever the number in field 001 is changed, agencies must 

assure that the code in field 003 applies to the number found in 

the 001 field.  

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records 

Examples 

1. 001 D2476860 

003 IeDuTC  

2. 001 14919759 

003 OCoLC  

3. 001 000009007496 

003 DNLM  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 005: Date and Time of Latest Transaction  

The 005 field is a fixed length field of 16 character positions which can be used to hold the 

date and time of the last record transaction. 

There are no indicators or subfields in this field. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

Note 

The date is given in Year/Month/Day/Hour/Minute/Second/Tenth of a Second order, as 

follows: 

• Year code. Four numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Month code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Day code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Hour code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill. Based on 

a 24 hour clock. Always to be given as Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).  

• Minute code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Second code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Tenth of a Second code. A decimal point and one numeric character, right 

justified with zero fill.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples 

1. 005 19940926143643.4 

008 940713 

040.00$aOX/N-1$dAB/N-1$dCA/U-1  

The record was created by the Bodleian Library on 13 July 1994 

and last modified by Cambridge University Library on 26 

September at 43.4 seconds past 2:36 pm.  

2. 001 0712310843 

005 19970206090030.5 

008 960720 

040.00$aCA/U-1$dOX/N-1  

The record was created by Cambridge University Library on 20 

July 1996 and last modified by the Bodleian Library on 6 February 

1997 at 30.5 seconds past 9 am.  



3. 001 0712310843 

005 19970306110350.5 

008 960720 

040.00$aCA/U-1$dOX/N-1$dAB/N-1  

The record from the previous example, subsequently updated by 

the National Library of Wales on 6 March 1997 at 50.5 seconds 

past 11.03 am.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 008 : Information Codes 

The 008 field is a fixed length field of 40 character positions each one of which can be used 

to hold coded information about the item being catalogued. 

There are no indicators in this field. 

NOT REPEATABLE  

CHARACTER 
POSITION 

  DEFINITION   SUBFIELD 
CODES 

1 - 6   Date entered on file   
7 - 15   Date of publication   $a 

7   Nature of publication   
8 - 11   Date 1      

12 - 15   Date 2    
16 - 18   Country of publication   $b 

19 - 22   Illustrations    $o 

23   Intellectual level   $c 

24   Material designation    $p 

25 - 28   Form of publication    $p 

29   
Government 
publication  

  $d 

30   Conference 
proceedings  

  $f 

31   Festschrift   $g 

32   Index    $h 

33   
Heading repeated in 
title  

  $i 

34   Literary text    $j 

35   Biography    $k 

36 - 38   Language    $l 

39   Periodical    $m 

40   Provenance    $n 

Note 

Because the meaning of the coded information is determined by character position, the 

subfield codes are, strictly speaking, superfluous and are not held in the automated 

version of the record. They are used at input simply as an aid to the cataloguer, to help 

define the character position of the data being input and are not repeatable.  

Date first entered on file (character positions 1-6)  

The date is given in Year/Month/Day order with two character positions for each. This 

information is machine-generated.  

Nature and date of publication ($a character positions 7-15)  



The nature of the publication is shown by a single lower-case alphabetic character code; 

this is followed by one or two 4-digit dates. 

The nature of publication codes used are:  

CODE   DEFINITION 

m 

  

Multiple date of serial. Date 1 is the year the 
serial was first published. Date 2 is the year the 
serial ceased publication. While the serial is still 
being published Date 2 is filled with 9999.  

r   Reprint date. The work is a reprint of a work of 
which the original or probable date of publication 
is known. Date 1 is the date of the reprint. Date 2 
is the date of the original. If the work is reprinted 
in the United Kingdom in the same year as its 
original publication in another country, then it is 
not considered a reprint and code s is used.  

s 

  

Single date. A work which is not a reprint or the 
first issue of a serial, with a known or probable 
date of publication. If the date of publication is a 
group date the earliest date is given, e.g. for a 
multi-volume work published between 1975 and 
1978 catalogued in 1990 the date is 1975. Date 1 
is the date of publication. Date 2 is filled with 
blanks.  

z   Facsimile reprint date. Date 1 is the date of the 
facsimile reprint. Date 2 is the date of the 
original.  

Country of publication ($b character positions 16-18) 

This is indicated by a two character code taken from Appendix A. The codes are left-

justified with a blank in the remaining character position. For items with more than one 

country of publication, one or more of which is within the UK, it is BNB practice to use the 

code for the first UK country. 

Illustration codes ($o character positions 19-22) 

Up to four codes may be input in alphabetical order, according to the type of illustrations 

input in field 300. If there are fewer than four, the codes are left-justified and the 

remaining character positions filled with blanks. 

The codes used are: 

CODE   DEFINITION CODE   DEFINITION 

a   Illustrations h   Facsimiles 

b   Maps i   Coats of arms 

c   Portraits j   
Genealogical 
tables 

d   Charts k   Forms 

e   Plans l   Samples 

g   Music       

Intellectual level code ($c character position 23) 



Only one code may be used. The position contains a blank if not used. There is a choice of 

two sources for the codes used. The first is, International target audience code (ITAC) 

(London: IFLA International Office for UBC, 1977). This is the source used for BNBMARC 

records, though currently only code ‘j’ is used.  

The codes used are: 

CODE   DEFINITION CODE   DEFINITION 

b 
  

Pre-school m 
  

Higher education, 
age 16+  

c   School texts, 
primary, ages 5-
11  

p 
  

Postgraduate, 
research  

g 
  

School texts, 
secondary, ages 
11-16  

r 
  

Adult, general  

j   Children, up to 
ages 12 or 13  

v 
  

Adult, serious  

k 

  

Adolescent, 
teenage, young 
adult, ages ca. 
13-18  

z 

  

Special  

An alternative list of codes has been devised for use by the book trade. 

The codes used are: 

CODE   DEFINITION CODE   DEFINITION 

a   Pre-school g   Postgraduate 

b   Ages 5 - 12 h 

  

Professional 
(including 
technical, 
vocational)  

c 

  

Teenagers j   Children (including 
teenagers), used 
only when a more 
specific code 
cannot be applied  

d   Primary k   General adult  

e   Secondary m   English language 
teaching material  

f   Tertiary       

Material designation ($p character position 24) 

This is an upper case alphabetic corresponding to categories based on the general material 

designations (GMDs) given in list 2 of AACR2 Rule 1.1C1. 

The codes used are: 

CODE   DEFINITION CODE   DEFINITION 

A   Map M   Microform 

B   Globe N   Motion Picture 

C   Art original O   Kit 

D   Chart P   Music 



E   Filmstrip Q   Diorama 

F   Flash card  R   Game 

G   Picture S   Microscope slide 

H   Slides T   Model 

I   Technical drawing U   Realia 

J   Transparency V   Sound recording 

K 

  

Computer file or 
electronic 
resource, e.g. CD-
ROM, DVD 

W   Text 

L   Manuscript X   Video recording 

Form of publication ($d character positions 25-28) 

Up to four codes may be used to describe the kind of work being catalogued. It is 

important to distinguish between a work which, for example, carries a bibliography or 

index etc and one which is itself a bibliography or index etc. Codes are input in 

alphabetical order, and left-justified with blanks input if fewer than four codes are used.  

The codes used are: 

CODE   DEFINITION 

a   Bibliographies 

b   Catalogues, e.g. book catalogues, exhibition 
catalogues 

c   Indexes 

d   Abstracts or summaries 

e   Dictionaries (not only language dictionaries) 

f   Encyclopaedias 

g   
Directories, calendars, membership lists, 
herdbooks, etc. 

h   Annuals 

i   Statistics 

k   Programmed texts 

m   Theses 

Government publication ($e character position 29) 

Contains a 1 if the record has a local, national or international government heading, a 

government added entry or an official government publisher, otherwise a 0 is used. 

Conference proceedings ($f character position 30) 

Contains a 1 if the publication contains the proceedings of a conference, either verbatim or 

in edited form, otherwise a 0 is used. 

Festschrift ($g character position 31) 

Contains a 1 if the work is a festschrift, otherwise a 0 is used. 

Index ($h character position 32) 



Contains a 1 if an index is present in the work, otherwise a 0 is used. For a publication 

which is an index the ‘Form of publication’ code ‘c’ is used. For cartographic materials this 

character position contains a 1 only if an ordinary word index is present. The presence of a 

graphic index is recorded in field 557. 

Heading repeated in title ($i character position 33) 

Contains a 1 if the person or body named in the main entry author heading is repeated in 

the title and statement of responsibility area, or if the work is entered under a title main 

entry heading, otherwise a 0 is used. 

Literary text ($j character position 34) 

A single code may be held in this position to show the (mainly literary) form of publication 

of the item as listed below. Codes ‘c’ and ‘r’ refer solely to the content of items, and not to 

the physical form (see character position 24). If no code is used, this position contains a 

blank. 

The codes used are: 

CODE   DEFINITION 

c   Cartographic materials 

d   Drama (including television plays, scenarios, 
etc.) 

e   Essays 

f   Fiction 

h   Humour, satire, etc. (not cartoons) 

i   Letters (as a literary form; for correspondence 
see ‘Biography’ – character position 35) 

j   Short stories 

m   Miscellany, containing several of the forms in 
this table 

p   Poetry (including non-literary works in verse) 

r   Music 

s   Speeches, oratory 

t   Treaties 

w 
  

Official standards (e.g. those published by 
BSI, ISO) 

x   Laws 

Biography ($k character position 35) 

Only one code may be used. If more than one is appropriate, the priority for input is the 

order given below. If unused, this position contains a blank. 

The codes used are: 

CODE   DEFINITION 

a   
Autobiographies (including letters, 
correspondence) 

b   Biographies 



c   Collective biographies 

Language ($l character positions 36-38) 

A single code should be used from Appendix B to indicate the main language of the work. 

If the language of a work is unknown to the cataloguer the code ‘und’ (undetermined) is 

used. If the work contains more than six languages the code ‘mul’ (multiple) is used. If the 

language is known but not listed in Appendix B, use the code for the language group or 

family. If no such code is listed, the code ‘mis’ (miscellaneous) is used. 

Periodical ($m character position 39) 

The code ‘p’ is held in this character position if the publication is a serial, otherwise a blank 

is used. 

Provenance ($n character position 40) 

An alphabetical code is input to show the cataloguing agency. These codes are assigned by 

the UKMARC Office at the British Library. Most agencies should use ‘d’ with the source 

indicated in field 040. If not used, this position contains a blank. 

CODE   DEFINITION 

a   BLCMP 

b   British Library 

c   CURL (Consortium of Research Libraries) 

d   Other sources 

e   BDS (Bibliographic Data Services) 

o   OCLC (Online Computer Library Center, Inc) 

r   RLG (Research Libraries Group) 

s   SLS (Information Systems) Ltd 

Example 

008 940919$as1992$ben$e1$f1$g0$h0$i1$leng$nb$pW 

A record created by the British Library and added to the file on 19th September 1994 for 

an item first published in 1992 in England which was a government publication. The work 

is the proceedings of a colloquium and the heading is repeated in the title. The work is in 

the English language and is a text. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Field 010 : Library of Congress Card Number  

The 010 field contains the unique number assigned by the Library of Congress to the 

catalogue card issued by them for the item being catalogued 

NOT REPEATABLE  

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st 2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  LC Number  

Note 

This field contains the number exactly as found in the work.  

Examples 

1. 010.00$a95-7500  

2. 010.00$a94-1912  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 015 : National Bibliography Number  

The 015 field contains the unique number assigned to the item by the national 

bibliographic agency. 

NOT REPEATABLE  

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  National bibliography number  

Note  

1. This field is used for all national bibliography numbers other than 

those assigned by the Library of Congress.  

2. This field is machine generated in the BNBMARC exchange record 

and contains the BNB serial number, without the embedded 

hyphen.  

3. The BNB number is an eight character code assigned to a work 

included in the British National Bibliography and consists of:  

• a capital 'B'  

• the last 2 digits of the year of processing (until 2000)  

• a five digit processing number (right justified with zero fill)  

The lengths above do not include the field mark.  

4. Machine-readable records since 1986 contain a lower-case 'b' not 

a capital.  

5. From 1992 to 1999 the five digit processing number will be one 

alphanumeric character (1-9, A-Z) followed by four digits right 

justified with zero fill.  

6. From 2000 onwards the last two digits of the year of processing 

will also change: the first will become a capital letter acting as a 

decade counter.  

7. Because BNB records are created by two different organisations 

(one creating the CIP records) a given BNB week will contain 

numbers taken from two different blocks. For the sake of clarity 

this has been ignored in the examples below.  

BNB Practice 



The numbers assigned to BNBMARC records are commonly known as ‘BNB numbers’. The 

number is machine-generated. The structure of BNB numbers is explained further in the 

Glossary. 

Examples 

1. 015.00$aB7001391  

2. 015.00$ab9699999 

015.00$ab96A0000 

The BNB numbers for the 99,999th and 100,000th record to be 

created in 1996.  

3. 015.00$abA000001 

The BNB number for the first record to be created in the first 

decade of the 21st century.  

4. 015.00$abC5A0000 

A BNB number for the third decade (C), in this case for the year 

2025. It is the 100,000th number to be created.  

5. 015.00$aMT93456$aB841810 

A Maltese publication catalogued for the Maltese national 

bibliography and subsequently distributed in the UK and thus 

deposited with the British Library. The BNBMARC record is based 

on the Maltese Cataloguing-in-Publication information contained 

within the book and the unique identifier assigned by the national 

bibliographic agency of Malta is part of this data.  

6. (B87-000001) 

A BNB number as it appears in print.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 016 : Authority Control Information  

The 016 field is used to alert users of a record that it contains headings in a form not yet 

in use by the British Library. 

NOT REPEATABLE  

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd 
  CODE     

0 0 
  

$a  Tags of the relevant fields 
followed by ‘=NOTNAL’ (i.e. 
Not in Name Authority List)  

Note  

The level (preceded by a colon) and the repeat (preceded by a forward slash) are also 

given if they have a value other than zero.  

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records but may be found in BNBMARC records based on 

records submitted to the British Library under the Copyright Libraries Shared Cataloguing 

Programme, or as part of the Cataloguing-in-Publication Programme. 

Examples 

1. 016.00$a700=NOTNAL$a700/1=NOTNAL$a700/2=NOTNA

L  

2. 016.00$a100=NOTNAL$a700/2=NOTNAL  

3. 016.00$a100:1=NOTNAL  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 017 : Correction Message  

The 017 field is used when a correction is made to an existing record. 

NOT REPEATABLE  

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  Tags of fields being corrected 

Note  

The level (preceded by a colon) and the repeat (preceded by a forward slash) are also 

given if they have a value other than zero. Notice of amendments to fields are covered by 

field 018.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples 

1. 017.00$a245$a100:1  

2. 017.00$a082/1  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 018 : Amendment Message  

The 018 field is used when an amendment is made to an existing record. 

NOT REPEATABLE  

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  Tags of fields being amended 

Note  

The level (preceded by a colon) and the repeat (preceded by a forward slash) are also 

given if they have a value other than zero. Notice of corrections to fields are covered by 

field 017.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Example 

018.00$a100$a350  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 021 : International Standard Book Number (ISBN)  

The ISBN is a 10-digit number that uniquely identifies a work and is defined in 

International Standard ISO 2108. In the UK ISBNs are assigned by the Standard Book 

Numbering Agency Ltd 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0   Tags of fields being amended 

1 0   Contents of subfields $a, $c, $d to print out  

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a 
    

Valid ISBN (i.e. passes check-digit validation) * 
(NR)  

$b     Status – non printing code: (NR)  

      a - incorrect but valid, i.e. passes check-digit 
validation but is the wrong ISBN for the item 
being catalogued 

      m - main  

    
  

v - variant, i.e. for alternative ‘formats’ e.g. 
paperback or limited edition, and for second or 
subsequent publishers of the book  

    

  

w - set, i.e. the ISBN for the set as opposed to 
the ISBN for an individual part of the set. The 
ISBN for the individual part will be in field 001 
as the record control number  

    

  

x - individual part of the set, i.e. the ISBN of an 
individual part when the set as a whole is being 
catalogued. The ISBN for the set will normally 
be the record control number in field 001  

$c   
  

Qualification to ISBN (e.g. volume number, 
accompanying material) (NR)  

$d     Price (NR) 

$z   
  

Invalid ISBN (i.e. does not pass check-digit 
validation) * (NR)  

* The check-digit is the final character of the ISBN. It enables a machine check to be made 

that the ISBN is properly constructed and may be a numeric in the range 0-9 or an upper 

case X. 

Notes 

1. All ISBNs are recorded in this field, including the one used as the 

record control number; each ISBN appears in a separate 021 

field.  

2. Subfield $b may contain more than one code. These should be 

input in alphabetical order.  

3. Where subfield $b contains the code ‘m’, subfields $c and $d are 

not used – this information is recorded in fields 300 and 350.  

4. The ISBN is input without embedded spaces or hyphens.  

5. An x appearing in an ISBN should be given in upper case.  



BNB Practice  

An x appearing in an ISBN in a BNBMARC record is given in lower case. 

Examples 

1. 021.10$a085685087X$bm  

2. 021.10$a0571114288$bv$cpbk$d£2.50  

3. 021.10$a0906661005$bv$cAlexandrine Press  

4. 021.10$a0444850147$bw$cset$d£57.14  

5. 021.00$a0601000229$bx$cv.1  

6. 021.00$a3540575057$bv$cGermany  

7. 021.10$a0712310533$bx$ccassette$dNo price  

8. 021.00$a0952740972$ba 9. 021.00$z09505557  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 022 : International Standard Serial Number (ISSN)  

The ISSN is an 8-digit number that uniquely identifies a serial and is defined in 

International Standard ISO 3297-1975. It is assigned by the national ISSN Centre. In the 

UK this is the British Library. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0 
  

Serial of national or international interest: full 
record registered with the International ISSN 
Centre  

1 0 
  

Serial not of national or international interest: 
abbreviated record registered with the 
International ISSN Centre 

8 0   Level of international interest not designated  

  
 

 

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     ISSN  

$y     Incorrect ISSN  

$y     Cancelled ISSN  

Notes 

1. The ISSN is input without the embedded hyphen.  

2. The National ISSN Centre does not record incorrect ISSNs so 

does not use $y.  

BNB Practice  

In BNBMARC records the first indicator will always have a value of 0. An x appearing in an 

ISSN in a BNBMARC record is given in lower case. An x appearing in an ISBN in a 

BNBMARC record is given in lower case. 

Examples 

1. 022.00$a09683097  

2. 022.00$a13529552  

 

 
 
 
 
 



Field 023 : Other Standard Number or Code  

This field contains a standard number or code found on an item which cannot be 

accommodated in another 02X field. Formatted publishers’ numbers on sound recordings, 

printed music and videorecordings will continue to be recorded in the 538 field. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0     International Standard Recording Code (ISRC) 

1     Universal Product Code (UPC) 
2     International Standard Music Number (ISMN) 

3     International Article Number (EAN) 

4     Serial Item and Contribution Identifier (SICI) 

7     Source as specified in subfield $w 

8     Unspecified type of standard number or code 

  0 
  

No difference between eye-readable and 
scanned numbers 

  1 
  

Difference between eye-readable and scanned 
numbers 

  8   No information provided 

SUBFIELD   CODES 
 

AACR2 

$a     Standard number or code (NR)  1.8B1 

$b     Qualification (NR)  1.8E 

$c     Terms of availability (NR)  

$d     Additional codes following the standard 
number or code (NR)  

$e     Status (NR)  

      a - incorrect but valid, i.e. passes check-digit 
validation but is the wrong code for the item 
being catalogued 

      m - main 

      v - variant (e.g. ISMNs for alternative ‘formats’ 
such as a vocal score, or second or subsequent 
publishers of the item) 

      w - set (e.g. the ISMN for the set as opposed 
to the ISMN for an individual part of the set) 
x Individual part of the set (e.g. the ISMN of 
an individual part when the set as a whole is 
being catalogued) 

      x - individual part of the set (e.g. the ISMN of 
an individual part when the set as a whole is 
being catalogued)  

$w     Source of standard number or code (NR)  

$z     Cancelled/invalid standard number or code  

Notes 

1. Standard numbers or codes are input without embedded 

punctuation except the Serial Item and Contribution Identifier 

(SICI).  



2. Subfield $c should only be used when the terms of availability are 

not already recorded in another field within the record, e.g. 350 

field.  

3. Where subfield $e contains the code ‘m’, subfields $b and $c are 

not used. This information is recorded in the 300 and 350 fields 

instead.  

4. Subfield $w contains a code to identify the source of the standard 

number or code. It is used only when the first indicator is set at 

7. A full list of codes is available in USMARC code list for relators, 

sources, description conventions (Washington: Library of 

Congress, 1993).  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples 

1. 023.00$aSET388530212 

International Standard Recording Code SE-T38-85-302-12.  

2. 023.10$z070993553914  

An erroneous UPC where the correct code is not known.  

3. 023.20$aM571100511$bvocal score$c£12.00  

The International Standard Music Number for a vocal score.  

4. 023.30$a9780449906200$d51000 

An EAN with additional codes.  

5. 023.41$a8756-2324(198603/04)65:2L.4:QTP;1-E 

023.41/1$a8756232475419863401 34QTP1 

An eye-readable and a scanned SICI on the same item.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 024 : Blaise Number  

The Blaise number is a unique machine-generated control number added to records on the 

British Library’s bibliographic databases. It is intended for internal use only. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

INDICATORS  DEFINITION 

1st  2nd   

0 0   International Standard Recording Code (ISRC) 

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Current Blaise number (NR)    

$b     Old Blaise number    

$c     Code for online file (NR)  

Notes 

1. Blaise was the online information retrieval system operated by 

the British Library.  

2. The Blaise number consists of a running number followed by 

either a forward slash (/) and a plus sign (+) or just a plus sign 

followed by a three letter code indicating the file on which the 

record is held.  

Example  

024.00$a40928656$c+UKX  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 027 : International Standard Report Number (ISRN) 

The International Standard Report Number consists of up to 36 alphanumeric characters 

and is defined in International Standard ISO 10444: 1994. International Standard Report 

Numbers are not at present assigned in the UK. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD CODES   AACR2  

$a 
    

International Standard Report 
Number (NR)  

1.8B1  

$z 
    

Cancelled / invalid International Standard 
Report Number  

Note 

On output the number is prefixed 'ISRN' 

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples  

1. 027.00$aMETPRO/CB/TR—74/216+PR.ENVR.WI  

The Metallurgical Processing Corporation Chicago Branch 

Technical Report, published in 1974, number 216. It is a progress 

report on environmental research in Wisconsin  

2. 027.00$aCEA-DAS-STAS-SPI-88/1  

Commission à l'Energie Atomique, Département d'Analyse de 

Sûreté, Service Technique d'Analyse de Sûreté, Service 

Protection Incendie, Rapport no. 1, 1988.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 031 : Maps: Relief, Projection and Prime Meridian Data  

The 031 field is a fixed length field of 11 character positions representing relief, projection 

and prime meridian data in a coded form. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD CODES DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0   $a Coded data (NR) 

Relief (character positions 1-4) 

These codes represent only the most commonly found types of relief representation. Up to 

four codes may be input in the order of their importance to the material being described. If 

there are fewer than four they are left-justified. 

Projection (character positions 5-7) 

These codes record the projection data transcribed in field 256, i.e. the type and property 

of projection, if the projection is named on the item. In those cases where the projection 

has been modified by aspect, the code corresponds to the original aspect as specifically 

listed. Character positions 5 and 6 refer to type of projection, character position 7 holds a 

character code referring to property of projection. 

Prime meridian (character positions 8-9, and 10-11 if necessary) 

This is usually a two character code. Rarely, this may be followed by a second such code, 

using character positions 10 and 11. 

Note 

A full list of codes is given in Appendix D. 

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples  

1. 031.00$aabcgbhubg∇∇  

Relief (abcg) is shown by contours, tonal hill shading, 

hypsometric tints and spot heights. The projection (bh) is 

Transverse Mercator; the property (u) of the projection is 

unknown. The only prime meridian (bg) is based on Paris.  

2. 031.00$aa∇∇∇∇bhuaa  



3. 031.00$ah∇∇∇uuuct  

 

Field 032 : Maps: Geodetic, Grid etc. Data  

The 032 field contains cartographic information in coded form relating to the geodetic, grid 

and vertical measurement data. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Spheroid code 

$b     Horizontal datum code named on the 
cartographic material 

$c     Grid and referencing system code 

$d     Overlapping grid and referencing system code 

$e     Secondary grid and referencing system code 

$f     Vertical datum code named on the cartographic 
material 

$g     Unit of measurement of heighting code 

$h     Contour interval 

$i     Supplementary contour interval 

$j     Unit of measurement of bathymetry code 

$k     Bathymetric interval 

$l     Supplementary bathymetric interval 

Notes 

1. A full list of codes is given in Appendix D.  

2. Where there are two or more data elements of the same type, 

each is entered in a separate subfield even if they occur 

consecutively.  

3. Subfield $c is used when the grid extends across the face of the 

cartographic material; subfield $e is used if the grid appears in 

the form of marginal ticks.  

4. If the standard contour interval changes with height, the intervals 

are recorded by repeating subfield $h.  

5. If the bathymetric isoline interval changes with depth, the 

intervals are recorded by repeating subfield $k.  

6. In subfields $i and $l values of more than one decimal place will 

be rounded up to one decimal place.  

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 



Examples  

1. 032.00$auu$bbpm$cpd$fnk$gab$h40$i20  

The type of spheroid ($a) is unknown. The horizontal datum code 

($b) is for the North American Datum 1927. The grid and 

referencing system ($c) is the Universal Transverse Mercator 

Grid, unspecified spheroid. The vertical datum code ($f) is for 

Sea Level Datum, 1912, USA. The unit of measurement of 

heighting ($g) is the Imperial foot. The main contour interval (h) 

is 40 feet, with supplementary contour intervals at 20 feet.  

2. 032.00$auu$baqh$cpe  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 033 : Date, Time, and Place of an Event  

This field contains information about the date, time, and place of recording, filming, 

execution, broadcast, or finding of an item. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0     Single date 

1     Multiple single dates  

2     Range of dates 

8     No date information 

  0   Capture 

  1   Broadcast 

  2   Finding 

  8   No information provided 
SUBFIELD   CODES     

$r     Materials specified (NR)  

$a     Formatted date or time 

$b     Geographic classification area code 

$c     Geographic classification subarea code 

Notes 

1. Subfield $a contains the date or time given in 

Year/Month/Day/Hour/Minute/±Hour/Minute order, as follows:  

• Year code. Four numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Month code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Day code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Hour code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill. 

Based on a 24 hour clock local time.  

• Minute code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• ± One character to indicate whether local is ahead of (+) or 

behind (-) Greenwich Mean Time.  

• Hour code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill. 

This represents the hours that local time is ahead of or behind 

Greenwich Mean Time.  

• Minute code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill. 

This represents the minutes that local time is ahead of or behind 

Greenwich Mean Time.  

• Only the first 8 character positions in subfield $a are mandatory; 

when details are unknown or irrelevant, the positions are filled 

with hyphens.  



2. Subfield $b contains the appropriate classification area code 

taken from the range G3190-G9980 of the Library of Congress 

classification. The letter 'G' is omitted.  

3. Subfield $c contains an alphanumeric Cutter number for the 

geographic area recorded in subfield $b.  

4. If the location is named elsewhere in the record, subfields $b and 

$c may be omitted.  

5. Subfield $r (which is always the first subfield when present) is 

used when the note applies to only part of the item.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples 

1. 033.02$a19751112$b4034$cR4 

The item was discovered on 12th November 1975 in Richmond, 

Texas.  

2. 033.20$a197601-$a197606-$b6714$cR7$b6714$cV4  

The film made on location in Rome and Venice between January 

and June 1976. Each occurrence of subfield $c is preceded by a 

subfield $b even though in this case the main area was Italy in 

both cases.  

3. 033.01$a198707281409+0530$b7654$cC2  

A radio broadcast at 2.09 pm from Calcutta, where local time is 

5½ hours ahead of GMT.  

4. 033.20$rLetters$a1872-$a1875-  

500.00$aMost of the letters were written between 1872 and 

1875; but some were written earlier and some later.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 034 : Maps: Scale and Co-ordinates Data  

The 034 field contains detailed cartographic information in coded form relating to the scale 

and co-ordinates data.  

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0   Scale indeterminable 

1 0   Single scale 

2 0   Multiple scales 

3 0   Range of scales 
SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Type of scale (NR) 

$b     Constant ratio linear horizontal scale 

$c     Constant ratio linear vertical scale 

$d     Co-ordinates – westernmost longitude (NR) 

$e     Co-ordinates – easternmost longitude (NR) 

$f     Co-ordinates – northernmost latitude (NR) 

$g     Co-ordinates – southernmost latitude (NR) 

$h     Angular scale 

$j     Declination – northern limit (NR) 

$k     Declination – southern limit (NR) 

$m     Right ascension – eastern limits (NR) 

$n     Right ascension – western limits (NR) 

$p     Equinox (NR 

$q     Unit of measurement of co-ordinates 

Notes 

1. A full list of codes is given in Appendix D.  

2. Where there are two or more data elements of the same type, 

each is entered in a separate subfield even if they occur 

consecutively  

3. If co-ordinates are given in different measurements the field is 

repeated.  

4. Subfield $a contains a single-character code indicating the type 

of scale. When the scale is indeterminable, the field will contain 

only the mandatory subfield $a giving the type of scale unless co-

ordinate data is present.  

5. Subfields $b and $c are used to record the denominator of the 

representative fraction of scales for planetary or terrestrial 

cartographic items. When a range of scales is required in 

subfields $b and $c, the smaller denominator is recorded in the 

first occurrence of the particular subfield and the larger in the 

second occurrence. When the item is multipart and has multiple 



scales, all the scales are given in repeating subfields. No commas 

should be input in values greater than 999.  

6. Subfields $d to $g contain eight character codes indicating the 

co-ordinates for planetary or terrestrial cartographic items. When 

the co-ordinates for a map or a plan are given in terms of a 

centre point rather than outside limits, the longitude and latitude 

that form the central axes are each recorded twice, in subfields 

$d and $e (longitude) and subfields $f and $g (latitude). Unused 

character positions should be filled with zeroes. The eight 

characters are divided up as follows:  

• Hemisphere code (character position 1): A single character 

code.  

• Degree code (character positions 2-4): A three character 

numeric, right justified.  

• Minute of degree code (character positions 5-6): A two 

character numeric, right justified.  

• Second degree code (character positions 7-8): A two 

character numeric, right justified.  

7. Subfield $h contains four numeric character codes indicating the 

angular scale of celestial maps in the form millimetres to a 

degree.  

8. Subfields $j to $n are used to record co-ordinates for celestial 

cartographic items. When the declination and right ascension for 

celestial charts are given relative to the centre of the chart rather 

than to its limits, they are recorded twice each: in subfields $j 

and $k declination, and subfields $m and $n ascension. The data 

elements of the eight character code subfields $j and $k are the 

same as for subfields $d to $g except that character position 1 

contains a positive or negative sign. Unused character positions 

should be filled with zeroes. The data elements of the six 

character code subfields $m and $n are divided up as follows:  

• Hour code (character positions 1-2): A two character 

numeric, right justified.  

• Minute code (character positions 3-4): A two character 

numeric, right justified.  

• Second code (character positions 5-6): A two character 

numeric, right justified.  



9. Subfield $p contains four numeric character codes indicating the 

equinox for celestial cartographic items. The year according to 

the Gregorian Calendar is entered, right justified with zero fill for 

pre-AD 1000 material.  

10. Subfield $q contains a single character code indicating the unit of 

measurement of the co-ordinates on the item.  

BNB Practice 

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples  

1. 034.10$aa$b50000$dw1171500$ew1170000$fn0374500$

gn0373000$qa  

There is only one scale (034.10). The scale ($a & $b) is linear 

1:50,000. The westernmost coordinate ($d) is longitude 117 

degrees 15 minutes west, the easternmost ($e) is longitude 117 

degrees west. The northernmost coordinate ($f) is latitude 37 

degrees 45 minutes north, the southernmost ($g) is latitude 37 

degrees 30 minutes north. The unit of measurement of co-

ordinates ($q) is the degree.  

2. 034.30$aa$b1000$b10000$de0374015$ee0374400$fn000

3000$gs00040 00$qa  

3. 034.10$ab$c88$j-0160000$k-

0490000$m163000$n193000$p1950  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 036 : Maps: Dates  

The 036 field is used to record date information for cartographic items. Each occurrence of 

either subfield $a or $b is of fixed length. The character positions detailed below may apply 

to either subfield.  

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0     Single date 

1     Range of dates 

2     Multiple dates 

  1   Single ‘type of date’ entry (in both subfields) 

  2 
  

Multiple ‘type of date’ entries (in both 
subfields) 

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Situation date and coded data 

$b     Manufacture date and coded data 

Status of date code (character position 1) 

This character position contains a single character code indicating the status of the 

situation date for subfield $a and the manufacture date for subfield $b, as taken from the 

cartographic item. 

Type of date codes (character positions 2-3) 

These character positions contain codes indicating the nature of the situation date and the 

manufacture date. The ‘type of date’ codes used should be kept to a minimum. Only those 

dates regarded as being important for that kind of cartographic material should be 

recorded. Phrases and expressions not appearing in the list should be coded according to 

the nearest equivalent, e.g. 

‘Roads revised’ should be encoded as ‘ce = road information’; 

‘Mis à jour’ should be encoded as ‘bc = revised’. 

Era code (character position 4) 

This character position contains a single code ‘c’ before year 1 in the Gregorian calendar 

(i.e. BC) or code ‘d’ to indicate that the date is in or after year 1 in the Gregorian calendar 

(i.e. AD). 

Date code (character position 5-[14]) 

The date is given in Year/Month/Day/Hour order, as follows: 

• Year code. Four numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Month code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  



• Day code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill.  

• Hour code. Two numeric characters, right justified with zero fill. Based on 

a 24 hour clock, rounded to the nearest hour (30 mins to be rounded 

up). Always to be given as Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).  

Notes 

1. A full list of codes is given in Appendix D.  

2. Because of the nature of dates, and the complexity for their 

appearance on maps, the cataloguer should be aware of the 

effect of the use of the indicators in any situation. If, for 

example, subfield $a has a single date for only one 'type of date' 

but subfield $b has multiple dates for only one 'type of date' it 

will be necessary to repeat the field simply in order to change the 

first indicator.  

Examples  

1. 036.32$aabad1953$aaacd195210$aaazd1952$bbdjd 

1954$badhd195409  

There are multiple dates and more than one 'type of date' entry 

(036.32). All situation dates are recorded on the item ($aa). The 

map was compiled in A.D.1953 from air photography in A.D. 

1952 October, with another topographic base date of A.D. 1952. 

One date of manufacture is ascribed ($bb) - a publication date of 

A.D. 1954; the other is recorded on the item ($ba) - a print date 

of A.D. 1954 September.  

2. 036.21/0$aaacd1947$aaacd1962 

036.11/1$bbdjd1964  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 037 :  Physical Description Coded Information 

The 037 field is a fixed length field of 6 character positions each of which holds an upper 

case alphabetic representing physical properties of the item being catalogued.  

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st 2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  Coded data 

Notes 

1. A full list of codes is given in Appendix E.  

2. Unused character positions should be filled with upper case As.  

3. The subfield is repeated in the case of items available in 

alternative physical forms and when the item is made up of two 

or more physical forms.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples  

1. 037.00$aNRDFEE  

Stereophonic sound cassette (N - sound tape, R - compact 

cassette, D - width 1/8", F- 4 track, E - stereophonic, E - speed 1 

7/8 ips).  

2. 037.00$aRJAAAA  

The item is a CD-ROM. The code 'J' may also be used for DVD.  

3. 037.00$aKDEXAA 

037.00/1$aNRDFEE  

The item comprises standard 5x5cm. slides linked to sound tape 

but not synchronised, and a stereophonic sound cassette.  

4. 037.00$aVPHEAA  

U-Matic high band VCR video cassette in PAL colour.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



Field 038 : Aerial Photography and Remote Sensing  

The 038 field is a fixed length field of 13 character positions each of which contains 

information in coded form on different aspects of aerial photography and remote sensing.  

NOT REPEATABLE  

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st 2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  Coded data (NR) 

Name and purpose of system (character positions 1-2) 

A two character code indicating the name and purpose of the satellite that recorded the 

cartographic item. 

Position of platform (character position 3) 

A single character code indicating the position of the sensor’s platform. 

Perspective of platform (character position 4) 

A single character code indicating the perspective of the sensed image resulting from the 

angle of the sensor when recording the cartographic item. 

Recording technique (character positions 5-6) 

A two character code indicating the technique used to record the cartographic item. 

Spectral information (character positions 7-10) 

These codes indicate the spectral band recorded to produce the cartographic item. Up to 

four codes may be used, left-justified with zero fill. 

Colour (character position 11) 

A single character code indicating the use of colour on the item. 

Cloud cover (character position 12) 

A single character code indicating the extent of cloud cover on the cartographic item. 

Type of positional correction (character position 13) 

A single character code indicating the positional correction applied to the sensed image. 

Note 



A full list of codes is given in Appendix D.  

Examples  

1. 038.00$agdccadcdebabb  

The satellite is LANDSAT 3, an earth resources satellite (gd). It is 

a space platform (c). The image was vertical (c) and involved 

multispectral scanning (ad) and covered bands 3-5 and 2 (cdeb). 

The image was in black and white (a). There was approximately 

10-30% cloud cover (b). The positional correction code (b) 

indicates that it was corrected to relative position.  

2. 038.00$abbcaeobbbaax  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 040 : Cataloguing Source  

The 040 field records the provenance of a record in coded form.  

NOT REPEATABLE 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a 
    

Code for original cataloguing agency, if 
available (NR) 

$z     Code for language of cataloguing (NR) 

$c 
    

Code for agency transcribing the record into 
machine readable form (NR) 

$d     Code for modifying agency 

$e 
    

Code for description rules other than AACR2 
used in creating the record (NR) 

Notes 

1. The library codes are listed in Directory of library codes. New ed. 

(Boston Spa: British Library, Document Supply Centre, 1995). If 

the agency is not listed, application for the allocation of a code 

may be made to the UKMARC Office; alternatively, by agreement 

with the UKMARC Office, the name of the agency or its initials 

may be used.  

2. The code to be entered in subfield $e should be taken from 

USMARC code list for relators, sources, description conventions 

(Washington: Library of Congress Cataloguing Distribution 

Service, 1990). Applications for new codes may be made via the 

UKMARC Office.  

Examples  

1. 040.00$aCA/U-1  

Catalogued by Cambridge University Library.  

2. 040.00$aAB/N-1  

Catalogued by the National Library of Wales.  

3. 040.00$aBDS$dNBS  

Record created by Bibliographic Data Services Ltd (as the CIP 

record-producing agency) and subsequently modified by the 

British Library .  

 

 



Fields 041.0 / 041.1 : Language  

The 041.0 and 041.1 field give additional language information to that supplied in the 008 

field.  

The 041.0 field is used for multi-lingual works, and items available in more than one 

language except translations without the original text. 

The 041.1 field is used for translations without the original text. 

Field 041.0: 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0 
  

Works in, or containing, or available in, more 
than one language 

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a 
    

Language(s) of the body of the work/sound 
track (NR)  

$b 
    

Language(s) of parts of work, such as 
summaries, notes, film subtitles etc. (NR) 

$c     Language(s) of other versions available (NR) 

$d     Language(s) of sung or spoken text (NR) 

$e     Language(s) of libretti (NR) 

$f     Language(s) of table of contents (NR) 

$g 
    

Language(s) of accompanying material other 
than libretti (NR) 

$j     Language(s) of sign language (NR) 

Notes 

1. A full list of language codes is given in Appendix B.  

2. Codes are input in the order of their predominance in the text or 

in alphabetic order if no language is predominant.  

3. The first language code in subfield $a is the same as that 

recorded in field 008 character positions 36-38. Exception: if the 

code in 008/36-38 = 'mul' record the code for the language used 

in the 245 first.  

4. If the language(s) of a work is unknown to the cataloguer the 

code ‘und’ (undetermined) is used.  

5. If there are more than six languages in the body of the work 

($a), the code for the language of the title and the code ‘mul’ 

(multiple) are used.  

6. If the language is known but not listed in Appendix B, the code 

for the language group or family is used. If no such code is listed, 

the code ‘mis’ (miscellaneous) is used.  

BNB Practice  

http://www.bl.uk/ukmarc/marcappb.html�


1. Subfields $c-$j are not used in BNBMARC records.  

2. The code 'mul' is used if there are more than three languages in 

the body of the work.  

Examples  

1. 041.00$aengfreger  

Text in English, French and German.  

2. 041.00$ajpneng  

Parallel Japanese text and English translation.  

3. 041.00$aeng$bger  

Includes two chapters in German.  

4. 041.00$afre$beng  

French text, English introduction and notes.  

5. 041.00:0/0$aengchi  

Chinese-English dictionary of contemporary usage  

6. 041.00$aeng$cararus  

Also available in Arabic and Russian versions.  

7. 041.00$aswe$beng  

Bergman's film Tystnaden with English subtitles  

8. 041.00$geng  

A recording of animal sounds with notes in English.  

9. 041.00$deng$eengfreger  

A recording in English, with English, French, and German libretti.  

10. 041.00$aeng$beng$geng$jame  

A videotape having a cassette box with details in English, holding 

a tape illustrating AMESLAN with English subtitles and leaflet.  

Field 041.1: 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

1 0   Translations without original text  

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a 
    

Language(s) of the body of the work followed 
by language of the original (NR)  

$b 
    

Language(s) of parts of work, such as 
summaries, notes, etc. (NR) 

$c 
    

Language(s) of other versions available but not 
language of the original (NR) 

$d     Language(s) of sung or spoken text (NR) 

$e     Language(s) of libretti (NR) 

$f     Language(s) of table of contents (NR) 

$g 
    

Language(s) of accompanying material other 
than libretti (NR) 

$j     Language(s) of sign language (NR) 



Notes 

1. A full list of language codes is given in Appendix B.  

2. Only two language codes may appear in subfield $a.  

3. The first language code in subfield $a is the same as that 

recorded in field 008 character positions 36-38.  

4. If the language(s) of a work is unknown to the cataloguer, or if it 

does not appear in the list, the code ‘und’ (undetermined) is 

used.  

5. If there are more than two languages in the body of the work 

($a), the code for the language of the title and the code ‘mul’ 

(multiple) are used.  

6. If the language is known but not listed in Appendix B, the code 

for the language group or family is used. If no such code is listed, 

the code ‘mis’ (miscellaneous) is used.  

BNB Practice 

Subfields $c-$j are not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples  

1. 041.10$aengjpn  

A translation into English from Japanese.  

2. 041.10$aengmul  

An anthology of stories translated into English from more than 

one language.  

3. 041.10$aengger$beng  

A translation into English of a German work; introduction and 

notes in English.  

4. 041.10$aengfre$cger  

A translation into English from French. A German version is also 

available.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 043 : Geographic Area  

The 043 records, in coded form, the geographic area associated with the content or 

subject of an item. Subfield $a is a fixed length subfield of 7 character positions. The first 

character indicates the continent, the second an area larger than a country, the third and 

fourth a country, the fifth an area larger than the main political subdivision and the sixth 

and seventh a political subdivision. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Coded data  

$b 

    

Local area code or code taken from BS 
6879/ISO 3166-2: 1998 (Codes for the 
representation of names of countries and their 
subdivisions. Part 2: Country subdivision 
code).  

$w 
    

Source of local code. If BS 6879/ISO 3166-2 is 
applied, the code ‘iso’ should be used.  

Notes 

1. A full list of codes is given in Appendix C.  

2. Unused character positions are filled with hyphens.  

3. Subfield $b can be used in addition to subfield $a.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples  

1. 043.00 $ae-enk--$bGB-SHR$wiso  

The code for Shropshire. Previous code: e-ukesa.  

2. 043.00 $ae-uik--$bGB-JSY$wiso  

The code for Jersey. Previous code e-ukeci, there being no codes 

for subdivisions of the Channel Isles.  

3. 043.00 $ae-enk--$bGB-YOR$wiso  

The code for the City of York. Previously coded e-ukeny (as part 

of North Yorkshire).  

4. 043.00 $ae-enk--  

The code for England. Previous code e-uke--.  



5. 043.00 $ae-nik--$bGB-BFS$wiso  

The code for Belfast. Previous code e-uk-ni, there being no codes 

for subdivisions of Northern Ireland.  

Regional Subdivisions for Non-UK Countries 

As ISO 3166-2: 1998 (Codes for the representation of names of countries and their 

subdivisions. Part 2: Country subdivision code) is intended to provide regional codes for all 

countries the system outlined above can be used more widely than the UK. 

Examples  

1. 043.00 $ae-no---$bNO-03$wiso  

The code for Oslo, Norway.  

2. 043.00 $aa-np---$bNP-KO$wiso  

The code for Kosi, Nepal.  

3. 043.00 $ae-fr---$bFR-75$wiso  

The code for Paris. ISO code FR-75, from the French metropolitan 

departments list.  

4. 043.00 $ae-fr---$bFR-B$wiso  

The code for Aquitaine. ISO code B, from the French regions list.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 044 : Country of Production  

The 044 field is used to record information in coded form on the countries of publication or 

production for items published or produced in more than one country. 

NOT REPEATABLE 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Coded data  

$b     Local subentity code  

$c     ISO subentity code  

Notes 

1. A full list of codes is given in Appendix A.  

2. The first country given will be that recorded in field 008, 

character positions 16-18.  

3. Subfield $b is used when an agency assigns its own codes.  

4. Subfield $c holds the code from BS 6879/ISO 3166-2: 1998 

(Codes for the representation of names of countries and their 

subdivisions. Part 2: Country subdivision code). This subfield may 

be used as well as or instead of subfield $a.  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples  

1. 044.00$aitfrsp  

Italian, French, Spanish co-production.  

2. 044.00 $aen$cGB-GTL$afr$cFR-75$apo$cPT-11  

Italian, French, Spanish co-production, from London, Paris and 

Lisbon.  

 

 
 
 
 
 



Field 046 : Music Information  

The 046 field contains information in coded form regarding the form and content of music 

items.  

NOT REPEATABLE 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Format of score (NR):  

      a - vocal score 

      b - full (study) score, including miniature score  

      c - full (instrument) score  

      d - set of vocal scores  

      e - set of vocal parts  

  
    

f - set of instrumental parts – chamber 
ensemble  

      g - set of instrumental parts – orchestra  

      h - graphic score  

      j - reduction for piano  

      l - reduction for two pianos, four hands  

      m - chorus score  

$b     Transposition and arrangement (NR):  

      a - transposition – alteration of pitch  

  
    

b - arrangement – alteration of medium or 
texture  

      c - both  

$c     Existence of parts (NR):  

      a - parts exist and are in hand  

      n - not applicable  

$d     Accompanying material matter (NR): 

      a - discography  

      b - bibliography  

      c - thematic index  

      d - libretto or verbal text  

      e - biography of composer(s)  

      f - biography of performer (s)  

  
    

g - technical and/or historical 
information on instruments 

      h - technical information on music 
      i - historical information on music  

      j - historical information not on music  

      k - ethnological information  

      m - facsimile 

Note 

Subfields $a and $d may contain more than one code. 



BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples  

1. 046.00$ab$bb$ca  

A full study score which is an arrangement and where the parts 

exist and are in hand.  

2. 046.00$aa$df  

A vocal score with a biography of the singer.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 050 : Library of Congress Class Number  

The 050 field contains one or more class numbers derived from the schedules of the 

Library of Congress Classification Scheme which describe the subject or subjects of the 

item being catalogued. 

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st 2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  LC class number (NR) 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. It may however occur in BNBMARC records 

based on records supplied to the British Library under the Copyright Libraries Shared 

Cataloguing Programme. 

Examples  

1. 050.00$aF2230.2A9  

2. 050.00$aGV943  

3. 050.00$aTP1140 

050.00/1$aTP935  

The field is repeated if more than one class number is used.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 062 : Cartographic Class Number  

The 062 field contains one or more class numbers derived from the schedules in Manual of 

map library classification and cataloguing. (Feltham: Ministry of Defence, 1978). 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Area classification code (NR) 

$b     Area represented by code in $a (NR)  

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples  

1. 062.00$aC17:40$bEngland and Wales: prov Greater 

London  

2. 062.00$aF6$bUnited States of America  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 080 : Universal Decimal Class Number  

The 080 field contains one or more class numbers derived from the schedules of the 

Universal Decimal Classification Scheme which describe the subject or subjects of the item 

being catalogued. 

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st 2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  UDC number (NR) 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples  

1. 080.00$a656.342(091)  

2. 080.00$a616.89-008.441.33:343.915 

080.00/1$a613.83:343.915  

The field is repeated if more than one class number is used.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 081 :  Dewey Decimal Class Number: Earlier Editions  

The 081 field contains one or more class numbers derived from an earlier edition of the 

schedules of the Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme than the one currently being used 

by the cataloguer to describe the subject or subjects of the item being catalogued. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Base DDC number (NR) 

$b     Segmentation point  

$d     Fiction code (NR):  

        F - fiction  

        FS - short stories 

        J - juvenile fiction 

$c     Edition of DDC schedules (NR)  

Note  

The first segmentation point is introduced to indicate the end of an abridged number (as it 

appears in the relevant abridged edition of the DDC schedules) or the beginning of a 

standard subdivision. Up to three segmentation points may be used. Subfield $b is 

repeated at each segmentation point. 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples  

1. 302.5'42'0973 19th ed. 

081.00$a302.5$b42$b0973$c19  

2. 823'.914[J] 19th ed. 

081.00$a823$b.914$dJ$c19  

3. 629.136'16'0941 18th ed. 

081.00$a629.136$b16$b0941$c18  

4. 940.3'14 and 940.53'11 18th ed. 

081.00$a940.3$b14$c18 

081.00/1 $a940.53$b11$c18  

The field is repeated if more than one class number is used.  

 

 
 



Field 082 : Dewey Decimal Class Number: Current Edition  

The 082 field contains one or more class numbers derived from the edition of the 

schedules of the Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme currently being used by the 

cataloguer which describe the subject or subjects of the item being catalogued. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Base DDC number (NR) 

$b     Segmentation point  

$d     Fiction code (NR):  

        F - fiction  

        FS - short stories by different authors 

  
    

  J - juvenile fiction, including short 
stories 

$c     Edition of DDC schedules (NR)  

Note  

The first segmentation point is introduced to indicate the end of an abridged number (as it 

appears in the relevant abridged edition of the DDC schedules) or the beginning of a 

standard subdivision. Up to three segmentation points may be used. Subfield $b is 

repeated at each segmentation point. 

BNB Practice  

Subfield $b is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples  

1. 510 20th ed.  

082.00$a510$c20  

2. 823.912[F]. 20th ed. 

082.00$a823.912$dF$c20  

3. 738.37'0941 20th ed. 

082.00$a738.37$b0941$c20  

4. 940.314 and 940.5311 20th ed. 

082.00$a940.314$c20  

082.00/1$a940.5311$c20  

The field is repeated if more than one class number is used.  

 

 
 



Field 083 : Verbal Feature Heading  

This field was formerly used in the production of the printed British National Bibliography 

to hold a machine-generated verbal expression of the PRECIS string in field 690. It is no 

longer used in BNBMARC records. 

 
 

Field 085 : British Catalogue of Music Class Number  

The 085 field contains a class number derived from the schedules of the in-house 

classification scheme maintained by the British Library’s Music Library. 

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st 2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  BMC class number (NR) 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Examples  

1. 085.00$aMME  

2. 085.00$aFDW  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Field 087 : National Library Pressmark  

The 087 field contains the shelf or pressmark allocated to the copy of the item held by the 

national library. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Pressmark 

$b     Location within the library 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records.  

Example 

087.00 $aX.410/10119$bWoolwich  

A record from the British Library catalogue giving the pressmark for an item outhoused at 

the Woolwich repository. 

 

Field 091 : Previous Control Number  

The 091 field holds any previous control number allocated to an item. 

INDICATORS   SUBFIELD   DEFINITION 

1st 2nd 
  CODE     

0 0   $a  Control number (NR) 

BNB Practice  

This field is used to hold the local control number of a record created by a library 

participating in the Copyright Libraries Shared Cataloguing Programme.  

Example  

091.00$ae301633412  

 

 
 
 
 



Field 092 : British Library Document Supply Pressmark  

The 092 field contains the shelf- or pressmark allocated to the copy of the item held by the 

British Library Document Supply service. 

INDICATORS   DEFINITION 

1st  2nd     

0 0     

SUBFIELD   CODES     

$a     Serial shelfmark  

$c     Volume number of serial 

$d     Accession number of monograph 

$e 
    

First word of title under which the item is 
shelved 

$f     Status of item 

BNB Practice  

This field is not used in BNBMARC records. 

Examples 

1. 092.00$a3045.35F$cunnumbered  

2. 092.00$a6172.668$cno 156  

3. 092.00$d91/19963$eBritish  
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