
 
Summer Scholars
Lunchtime Talks 2018 
 
Join the Eccles Centre for  
a series of free events in 
which scholars and writers  
discuss their work and  
forthcoming publications  
in an informal setting.

www.bl.uk/eccles-centre



Events

The Centre has a lively and diverse 
events programme illuminating all 
aspects of North American literature, 
history, politics and culture. Many of 
the events are held on weekday evenings 
at the Library’s Knowledge Centre; 
details can be found at  
www.bl.uk/eccles-centre

Visiting Professorships, Fellowships  
and Postgraduate Awards 

The Centre offers a generous range 
of awards to academics, students and 
writers. Details of this programme can be 
found at www.bl.uk/eccles-centre. The 
Summer Scholars series highlights some 
of the research our awards support.

Study Resources

The Centre has produced a series of 
bibliographic guides and web-based 
exhibits designed to help and inspire 
those exploring the British Library’s 
North American collections. All are 
available at www.bl.uk/eccles-centre. 
They include:

The Harlem Renaissance: A Selective 
Guide to Materials at the British 
Library

The Federal Writers’ Project: A Guide 
to Materials Held at the British Library

‘For Myself, For My Children, For 
Money’: A Bibliography of Early 
American Women’s Writings at 
the British Library plus Selected 
Biographies

Singing the Dream: American Sheet 
Music at the British Library (currently 
being revised)

Based at the British Library, the Eccles Centre has two broad aims: to enable as 
many people as possible to access and benefit from the Library’s extraordinary 
collection of North American materials, and to deepen knowledge and 
understanding of the United States, Canada and the Caribbean.  

The Eccles Centre



Summer Scholars Lunchtime Talks 2018 
Seminar series 2016

Tuesday 19 June 

The Uses and Meanings of ‘Windrush’ 

Elizabeth Cooper and Naomi 
Oppenheim explore the changing uses 
and meanings of ‘Windrush’ in British 
society through a critical discussion on 
curating the British Library’s exhibition 
Windrush: Songs in a Strange Land.  

Reparations and the Jamaican Lottery 
Scam 

The concept of ‘reparations’ is most 
frequently framed as a form of redress that 
places compensation as the responsibility 
of the appropriate colonial power. 
Focusing upon Jamaican ‘lotto scammers’, 
Jovan Scott Lewis explores an alternative 
reparative logic.

Empire War Workers in Britain: A Volunteer from British Guiana, World War Two information poster



Tuesday 26 June  

Washington Irving, Charles Dickens 
and the Creation of the Modern 
Transatlantic Christmas 

Most of the pattern and imagery of 
our modern Christmas was established 
during just a few decades in the first 
half of the 19th century. Eccles Makin 
Fellow George Goodwin considers 
how London-based Charles Dickens 
and New Yorker Washington Irving 
celebrated in fiction these ‘customs’ 
of Christmas – many of which they 
exaggerated in importance or even 
casually invented. 

Thursday 28 June    

‘What Are You?’: The Story-telling  
of Race

This year’s Eccles British Library Writer’s 
Award winner Tessa McWatt discusses 
research for her forthcoming work, 
Porous: Race and Stories. This memoir/
essay on race and story-telling will trace 
the hybridity of the author’s genetic make-
up and the issues of racism she has faced 
on both sides of the ‘divide’.    

American Sheet Music at the British 
Library 

In the 19th and early 20th century every 
aspect of American life seemed worthy 
of a song! Eccles librarian Jean Petrovic 
considers how this sheet music reflected, 
and possibly even shaped, American 
culture at the time. 

Title page of Old Christmas From the Sketch Book of 
Washington Irving, illustrated by R Caldecott (London: 
Macmillan & Co, 1876). Shelfmark: YA.1987.a.16643 
 
Marie Zimmerman. Votes for Women. Philadelphia:  
E M Zimmerman, 1915. Shelfmark: H.3992.r.(18)



Tuesday 3 July   

Laura Gilpin and Photography on the 
Navajo Nation 

American photographer Laura Gilpin 
is well known for her images of Native 
Americans. Louise Siddons considers the 
history of these photographs in terms of 
the evolution of photographic practice 
and meaning on the Navajo Nation over 
the course of the twentieth century.   

Opening the Memory Boxes:  
Magical Reality, Staged Authenticity  
and the Haida

Jane Lovell explores changing perceptions 
of the authenticity of the Haida people in 
the Pacific Northwest. Whilst tourists are 
urged to experience living history in the 
form of indigenous practises and skills, 
Lovell argues that they never truly glimpse 
the unstaged backstage. 

Tuesday 10 July

How to Disappear: Reading and the  
Art of Vanishing

Eccles British Library Writer’s Award 
winner 2018 Stuart Evers discusses the 
role of disappearance in fiction and how 
reading itself is an act of vanishing. From 
Homer to Toni Morrison, from Emily 
Bronte to Jon McGregor, Evers will show 
the novelistic attraction to the missing, 
as well as discussing the research for his 
forthcoming novel, The Disappearances, 
which draws upon notorious 
‘disappearances’ in American history.     
  
   
Above: Unknown photographer, snapshot photograph  
of Laura Gilpin taking a photograph, ca. 1971



Monday 16 July   

The United States Information Agency 
and Iran, 1953-1958

From its inception in 1953, the United 
States Information Agency engaged with 
foreign publics to promote American 
interests. Darius Wainwright considers the 
Agency’s attempts to promote American 
culture, values and way of life in Iran 
between 1953 and 1958 and the extent  
to which it succeeded.   
  

The Illinois Black Panther Party and 
Community Survival   

The Illinois Black Panther Party’s 
community survival programmes both 
heightened ghetto consciousness and filled 
a political void through the initiation of 
breakfast programmes and free health 
clinics. Matthew O’Brien probes these 
dynamics and considers how agents of the 
city government attempted to suppress the 
Party’s broader mission of serving  
the community.      

Friday 13 July    

Cotton, Race, and the Global 
Imagination

Drawing upon a variety of materials that 
used representations of cotton production 
and enslaved cotton hands to promote a 
progressive and white supremacist global 
imaginary, Kate Adams shows how black 
writers like W E B Du Bois and Frances 
E W Harper responded critically and 
creatively to these narratives.   

Forgetting the Facts: On Researching 
for Fiction

Eccles Makin Fellow Karin Altenberg 
discusses researching her forthcoming 
work, A Legend of Rivers. The novel 
imagines one of the most enduring 
founding myths of the United States –  
the Lewis and Clark expedition of 1804 
to 1806 – seen through the eyes of York, 
an enslaved man and a member of the 
expedition effectively airbrushed from 
history.  

Above: York by Charles M Russell, 1908 Right: The Black Panther, Saturday, July 19, 1969, 
p.16. Image via The Freedom Archives project



 



How to get here

          King’s Cross St Pancras and Euston 
Bus routes 10, 30, 59, 73, 91, 205,  
390 and 476 pass the building, along 
Euston Road.

How to Book

All sessions are free of charge and 
booking is not required. They will  
take place 12.30pm – 1.30pm in the 
British Library Knowledge Centre.   
 
Tea and coffee will be served and 
attendees are welcome to bring their 
lunch.

 
For more information on the  
Summer Scholars programme  
and other Eccles Centre activities, 
visit www.bl.uk/eccles-centre 

Follow us on Twitter:

       @BL_EcclesCentre 
#BLScholars 

Eccles Centre for American Studies

The British Library 
96 Euston Road 
London NW1 2DB 
 
eccles-centre@bl.uk 
www.bl.uk/eccles-centre 
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