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Publication site of Phillis Wheatley's Poems, the first collection published by a 
Black female poet (18th century) 

Phillis Wheatley was the first Black person and one of the first women in 
America to publish a book of poetry. Born in West Africa in around 1753, 
Wheatley was enslaved as a child and taken to Boston in America, where 
she was sold to John and Susanna Wheatley. In this household, she was 
taught to read and write by the Wheatleys' daughter and continued her 
education with the study of the Bible, Greek and Latin classics, British 
literature, astronomy and geography. She wrote her first poem at 14. In 
1773, the family visited London and Wheatley, now 20 years old, secured 
support to publish her book Poems on Various Subjects, a collection of 39 
poems on issues of religion and morality. The book was published at this 
location.  

It is important to note that while the Wheatley family granted Phillis an 
education, they ‘owned’ other enslaved people and did not emancipate 
Phillis until after the publication of her book. Back in America, now a free 
woman, Phillis became an advocate for the anti-slavery campaign. Today 
Wheatley is celebrated for her influence on literature and many in Britain 
and America honour Wheatley for opening the door for future Black 
authors. 

Categories 
Education; Race and racial equality; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Aldgate, London, UK 

Find out more 

Birthplace of Mary Wollstonecraft, author and philosopher (18th century) 

Mary Wollstonecraft advocated for women’s education and is considered 
to be one of the first feminist philosophers. She was born on Primrose 
Street in Spitalfields, London in 1759 and was one of seven children. After 
spending some time in Ireland as a governess, Wollstonecraft moved to 
France in December 1792 where she joined a circle of expats in Paris.  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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Wollstonecraft wrote several important texts, but her most famous is 
Vindication for the Rights of Woman with Strictures on Moral and Political 
Subjects, published in 1792. In this book, Wollstonecraft made several 
radical statements, including arguing for the importance of women’s 
education. While other people argued women should be educated so that 
they could be good companions for men, Wollstonecraft maintained that 
women must be educated to allow their independence from men. She 
believed women should have the right and ability to support themselves, 
arguing this was crucial for women’s dignity.  

Categories 
Feminist activism; Education; Culture, literature and arts  

Location 
Primrose St, London EC2A, UK 

Find out more  

Birthplace of Elizabeth Fry, advocate for prison reform (18th and 19th century) 

Born in Norwich in 1780, Elizabeth Fry was a prison reform advocate who 
is referred to as the 'angel of prisons' for making many significant 
advances. She first visited a prison in Newgate, London in 1813, where 
she talked with inmates and witnessed horrific conditions, such as 
overcrowding and poor sanitation. This visit sparked Fry's activism. She 
condemned prison conditions, protested against the death penalty and in 
1816 established a school for the inmates' children at Newgate. Fry also 
supported the rehabilitation of prisoners over harsh punishment. In 1817, 
she co-founded the Association for the Reformation of the Female 
Prisoners, which provided female inmates with skills for future 
employment. 

We can learn about Fry's activism from her journals, which were 
transcribed by her daughter Katherine after her death. In the 21st 
century, Fry's image graced the £5 banknote from 2002 to 2017.  

Categories 
Feminist activism; Education  

Location 
Gurney Court, Magdalen St, Norwich NR3 1LH, UK 

Home of Eleanor Butler and Sarah Ponsonby, the Ladies of Llangollen (19th 
century) 

Eleanor Butler and Sarah Ponsonby were two upper-class Irish women 
who lived together for 50 years in rural Wales during the late 18th and 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/mary-wollstonecraft-a-vindication-of-the-rights-of-woman


early 19th century. After leaving Ireland, they moved with their maid 
Mary Caryll in 1780 to a small cottage called Plas Newydd or 'new 
mansion', just outside the village of Llangollen. The women relied on 
financial support from friends and family, and eventually a Civil List 
pension. They were said to have worn matching riding outfits and top 
hats, outfits associated with queerness and gender non-conformity. 
Becoming well-known across Britain, many notable luminaries visited 
them including lesbian diarist Anne Lister and the poet William 
Wordsworth. Wordsworth wrote a poem about them: 'Sisters in love, a 
love allowed to climb / Even on this earth, above the reach of time!' 

Categories 
LGBTQ lives and activism 

Location 
Plas Newydd, Llangollen, Denbighshire, UK 

Mary Fildes, President of the Manchester Female Reform Society, addresses the 
crowd at St Peter's Fields (19th century) 

Mary Fildes was President of the Manchester Female Reform Society when 
campaigners called a demonstration to protest the disenfranchisement 
and chronic economic conditions of many people living in the north of 
England. Protesters congregated in St Peter's Field in Manchester on 16 
August 1819 to campaign for political reform and the vote. Fildes was one 
of the speakers invited to address the crowds and stood on the stage 
alongside radical speaker Henry Hunt. Under orders from local 
magistrates, the Manchester and Salford Yeomanry charged into the 
crowd on horseback to arrest Hunt and disperse the tens of thousands 
who had gathered. 

Around 18 attendees were killed and hundreds injured. Fildes was among 
those hurt in what became known as the Peterloo Massacre. Her white 
dress became caught on a nail on the stage and constables assaulted her 
as she struggled to get away. Figures suggest that the authorities 
targeted women: less than one in eight of the protestors were women, 
but they made up a quarter of those injured. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy; Labour and working-class 
history  

Location 
St Peter's Fields, Manchester, UK 



Find out more 

Mary Anne Rawson, abolitionist and founding member of the Sheffield Female 
Anti-Slavery Society (19th century) 

Mary Anne Rawson was an abolitionist and founding member of the 
Sheffield Female Anti-Slavery Society (also known as the Sheffield Female 
Society and the Sheffield Anti-Slavery Association). In 1827 it was the 
first society in Britain to call for the immediate emancipation of enslaved 
people. The group's activities included contributing to the boycott of sugar 
produced on slave plantations, and publishing annual accounts of the 
enslaved population in the British West Indies.  

Rawson continued to be involved in anti-slavery campaigning after the 
Slavery Abolition Act of 1833. In 1837 she became secretary of the 
Sheffield Ladies’ Association for the Universal Abolition of Slavery, a group 
which campaigned for the emancipation of enslaved people outside of the 
British Empire and also drew attention to the so-called 'apprenticeship' 
system used in the British Empire. One of their pamphlets is displayed 
here. 

It's important to note that recent scholarship on slave abolitionism and 
international movements in solidarity with indentured peoples have 
highlighted the condescending, culturally imperialist attitudes of some 
white abolitionists.  

Sheffield's relationship to anti-slavery movements did not begin with 
these societies. Olaudah Equiano, the writer and abolitionist who wrote 
about his experiences of enslavement, first visited Sheffield in 1790. He 
addressed a large gathering of abolitionists shortly after the publication of 
his autobiography. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality  

Location 
Sheffield, UK   

Home of Mary Prince, author of the first account of the life of a Black woman 
published in England (19th century) 

Mary Prince wrote the first account of the life of a Black woman to be 
published in England. Prince was born into enslavement Bermuda in c. 
1788. She was sold as an enslaved person to John Adams Wood in 1815 
and moved to London with the Wood family in 1828, where they 
continued to mistreat and abuse her. Slavery was not abolished 

https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-peterloo-massacre
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-life-of-olaudah-equinao


throughout the British Empire until 1833 and the Wood family refused to 
emancipate her formally, which meant that Prince was unable to return to 
her husband in Antigua. She did, however, manage to leave the Wood’s 
household. She lodged at 4 Keppel Street in Bloomsbury, the current site 
of Senate House, and later found refuge and work with the abolitionist 
Thomas Pringle. 

While in London, Prince became an anti-slavery advocate. In 1829, she 
became the first Black woman to present a petition to the government 
arguing for her freedom and the fundamental human rights of enslaved 
people. In 1831, Prince published her autobiography The History of Mary 
Prince. Through this book, Prince inspired support for Britain's anti-
slavery movement by highlighting 'the horrors of slavery' and focusing on 
the moral issues, which became crucial in anti-slavery arguments. 

Categories 
Race and racial equality; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Senate House, University of London, Russell Square, London, UK 

Find out more 

Birthplace of Betsi Cadwaladr, nurse in the Crimean War (18th century) 

Betsi Cadwaladr was born in 1789 in Llanycil, Wales to a large working-
class family. She became a nurse in the Crimean War when she was in 
her mid-60s. In her autobiography, Cadwaladr wrote that she joined the 
military nursing service because she wanted 'to take care of the 
wounded'. Initially stationed in Scutari, Turkey at a hospital run by 
Florence Nightingale, she reacted quickly to the ever-changing needs of 
injured soldiers, improved hygiene on medical wards and challenged 
bureaucracy to ensure that supplies reached frontline hospitals. 

Cadwaladr and Nightingale frequently clashed. Cadwaladr believed 
Nightingale did not respect her because she was Welsh and working class; 
Nightingale had read the ‘Treachery of the Blue Books’ report, which 
depicted the Welsh as lacking education and morality. However, 
Nightingale later recognised the positive changes that Cadwaladr 
introduced to a hospital at Balaclava.  

Although less well-known than Nightingale, Cadwaladr has been 
celebrated for her important contributions to nursing. In 2009, the largest 
health organisation in Wales honoured Cadwaladr by naming themselves 
the Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board. 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-history-of-mary-prince-a-west-indian-slave


Categories 
Labour and working-class history; Medicine and science; War and conflict 

Location 
Llanycil, Wales, UK 

Home of Mary Seacole, British-Jamaican nurse who served in the Crimean War 
(19th century) 

Mary Seacole was born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1805 to a white Scottish 
man and a Black free Jamaican woman. Nicknamed 'The Doctoress', 
Seacole's mother used traditional Caribbean and African remedies to treat 
people in Kingston. Mary inherited her mother's skills. After travelling in 
the Caribbean and Central America, Seacole arrived in London in late 
1854. There she applied to several organisations, including the War 
Office, for funding to travel to Crimea as a nurse. Her request was denied. 
In her autobiography (The Wonderful Adventures of Mrs Seacole, 1857) 
she hints that this was because of racial prejudice. Using independent 
funds, Seacole travelled to Crimea and established The British Hotel near 
Balaklava, to treat injured soldiers who nicknamed her 'Mother Seacole'. 

After the war ended in 1856, she returned to England sick and was 
declared bankrupt. She had built up a reputation, however. When the 
newspapers wrote about her condition, a group organised a benefit 
festival to raise money for her. Thousands attended, a testament to her 
work and spirit. Around this time she rented a small room at this address 
and started to write her autobiography. Seacole died in 1881 and today 
she is honoured with a statue outside St Thomas' Hospital in London. 

Categories 
Labour and working-class history; Race and racial equality; Medicine and 
science; War and conflict 

Location 
14 Soho Square, London, UK 

Birthplace of George Eliot, author (19th century) 

George Eliot was the pen name used by Mary Ann Evans in the mid-19th 
century to escape the stereotype that women only wrote light-hearted 
romance novels. Eliot wanted her books to be judged without these 
preconceived notions and separately to her work as Mary Evans, the 
editor and critic. 

Born in Nuneaton in 1819, Eliot published her first novel, Adam Bede, in 
1859. It was an instant success, prompting many to inquire about the 

https://www.bl.uk/people/george-eliot


identity of the author. Other famous works include The Mill on the Floss 
from 1860 and Middlemarch, a novel published in eight instalments 
between 1871 and 1872. In 1986 Eliot was celebrated for her contribution 
to literature and for challenging patriarchy through a statue in Newdigate 
Square, Nuneaton. 

Categories 
Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Nuneaton, UK 

Find out more 

Home of Elizabeth Blackwell, Britain's first female doctor (19th century) 

Dr Elizabeth Blackwell was the first woman on Britain's Medical Register in 
1859. Blackwell was born in Bristol in 1829, before moving to the United 
States in 1840. She was accepted into New York's Geneva Medical College 
in 1847 after the all-male student body jokingly voted to approve her 
admission. Blackwell was the first woman to receive a Doctor of Medicine 
from a US medical school and returned to England in 1869, settling in 
Hastings, East Sussex. 

In 1871 Blackwell founded the National Health Society, an organisation 
that educated people on the benefits of hygiene and healthy lifestyles 
with its motto 'Prevention is better than cure'. Throughout the 1860s and 
1870s, Blackwell campaigned for women to be accepted into medicine and 
advocated for reform in the profession. Blackwell's efforts made an 
impact. There were only 25 female doctors registered in England in 1881. 
By 1911, there were 495. 

Categories 
Medicine and science 

Location 
9-10 Exmouth Place, Hastings, UK 

Sophia Jex-Blake campaigns for women's access to university education in 
Scotland (19th century) 

Sophia Jex-Blake led the campaign to secure women access to university 
education in Scotland in the mid-19th century. Jex-Blake applied to study 
medicine at the University of Edinburgh in 1869, but the University Court 
rejected her application. They did not want to change the university's 
guidelines for the admittance of 'one lady'. In response, Jex-Blake 
highlighted their rejection in The Scotsman newspaper, leading six other 

https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/george-eliots-women


women to join her and protest the decision. The women, known as the 
Edinburgh Seven, re-applied to the university. With mounting pressure 
from the national media and the support of prominent figures, including 
Charles Darwin, the university accepted their applications. 

Jex-Blake became the first practising female doctor in Scotland and one of 
the first in the UK. To show their appreciation, several of her female 
students presented Jex-Blake with a signed certificate of thanks, 
highlighting her crucial role in the medical education of women. 

Categories 
Education; Medicine and science 

Location 
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, UK 

Home of Josephine Butler, social reformer and leader of the Ladies’ National 
Association for the Repeal of the Contagious Diseases Acts (19th century) 

The Ladies' National Association for the Repeal of the Contagious Diseases 
Acts (LNA) was founded as an organisation to protest the state regulation 
of prostitution. By 1877 there were more than 800 chapters of the LNA 
across Britain. 

Established to control venereal disease, the Contagious Diseases Acts of 
1864–69 allowed police officers to arrest and physically examine any 
woman or girl over the age of 13 they suspected of prostitution. The LNA 
was formed in 1869 by Elizabeth Wolstenholme and Josephine Butler, 
with Butler as Secretary, to protest this treatment and abuse of power. 
The LNA condemned parliament for punishing women over men and 
campaigned against the invasive forced medical examinations imposed on 
many women and girls. Those from the working classes were particularly 
affected. The examination was a form of legalised sexual assault; Butler 
described it as surgical or steel rape. If the authorities concluded that a 
woman or girl was infected, she was imprisoned and punished with forced 
labour. Men faced no consequences. After years of the LNA campaigning 
and lobbying Parliament, the Contagious Diseases Acts were suspended in 
1883 and repealed in 1886. 

LNA's weekly journal The Shield highlighted their aims, promoted their 
activism and attacked the legislation for providing police with almost 
unlimited power over women and girls. 

Categories 
Parliament and democracy; Labour and working-class history; Medicine 
and science 



Location 
Liverpool, UK 

Home of John Stuart Mill, philosopher, political economist and campaigner for 
social reform and women’s rights (19th century) 

John Stuart Mill was a 19th-century philosopher, political economist and 
one of the earliest male campaigners for women's rights and suffrage. In 
his essay The Subjection of Women (1869), Mill argues in favour of legal 
and social equality between men and women. He writes that ‘the legal 
subordination of one sex to the other’ is ‘wrong in itself, and now one of 
the chief hindrances to human improvement’ (p. 1). 

When Mill wrote The Subjection of Women, women could not vote. A 
married woman was not a separate legal entity from her husband, and 
any property or money she owned came under his control. 

Mill served as a Member of Parliament between 1865 and 1868. The 
cartoon ‘Mill’s Logic’ from Punch magazine mocks Mill’s attempts to 
replace the word ‘man’ with ‘person’ in the Second Reform Act of 1867. 
His proposal was greeted with derisive laughter in the House of Commons 
and defeated by 76 to 196 votes.  

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy  

Location 
113 Blackheath Rd, Greenwich, London SE10 8PD, UK 

Find out more 

Mary Sumner founds the Mothers' Union (19th century) 

Mary Sumner founded the Mothers' Union in Winchester, Hampshire in 
1876 as an organisation to support Christian marriage and family life. 
Ostensibly the Mothers' Union was 'not political'. It remained ambivalent 
on issues such as suffrage. But when the 1918 Representation of the 
People Act was passed, the Mothers' Union Journal published this article 
which argued that women had an obligation to use their newly-won vote 
to exert their influence beyond the home. Later, Sumner focused on 
housing issues and mothers' control of family allowance after the war, to 
limit the hold of abusive or negligent husbands on their families' 
wellbeing. 

The Mothers' Union still exists today and remains a Christian organisation. 
Its campaign priorities include tackling violence against women and 
enabling economic stability and independence of women and girls to 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-subjection-of-women-by-j-s-mill


reduce their vulnerability to grooming. Its position on some issues, such 
as divorce and abortion, have historically been out of step with those of 
feminist organisations concerned with women's wellbeing. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy  

Location 
Winchester, UK   

The community of Eyemouth raise funds for families after the Eyemouth Disaster 
(19th century) 

On Friday 14 October 1881, a storm ravaged the south-east coast of 
Scotland, killing 189 fishermen from Berwickshire, leaving behind 78 
widows and 182 fatherless children. The fishermen set sail in horrendous 
weather conditions because they needed the money after a longstanding 
disagreement with the Church of Scotland about the payment of tithes. 
The dispute escalated to rioting until the Church agreed to drop the tithes 
for a lump sum. However, this devastated many families' finances and led 
the fishermen to set sail to earn money. After the disaster, the local 
community established relief funds and advertised them in newspapers, 
including the Glasgow Herald. The funds enabled local women to support 
their families and prevented their children from being sent to orphanages. 

The Eyemouth community has never forgotten these women. In 2016, the 
town honoured them by erecting a sculpture by Jill Watson called 'Widows 
and Bairns'.  

Categories 
Feminist activism  

Location 
Eyemouth, Scotland, UK 

Sex workers protest against brothel closures following the 1885 Criminal Law 
Amendment Act (19th century) 

In 1885, the Criminal Law Amendment Act passed into law. The long title 
of the act explains how it was primarily concerned with making 'further 
provision for the Protection of Women and Girls, the suppression of 
brothels, and other purposes'. In response, the National Vigilance 
Association used the act to justify their raids on brothels and the 
prosecution of brothels owners. Many middle-class women held influence 
in the Association, where they were driven by a reformist agenda 
focussed on perceived social and moral ills. 

https://www.berwickshirenews.co.uk/news/black-friday-widows-look-out-scene-tragedy-2126256
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-criminal-law-amendment-act-1885


In 1888 the Association prosecuted nine brothel tenants, leasers and 
owners (three of whom were women) in Aldershot. In response, the 
Association was accused of overlooking how 'a large number of these girls 
would be thrown on the public streets and probably a worse state of 
things might exist than was the case now'. Many of the women from the 
brothels protested their expulsion. The case exemplifies some of the 
shortfalls and tensions which have historically plagued movements 
against sex work and the sex industry. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy; Labour and working-class 
history 

Location 
Aldershot, UK 

Match girls' strike at the Bryant & May factory (19th century) 

Upon hearing about the poor conditions that child labourers and women 
were working under at the Bryant and May match factory in East London, 
social reformer Annie Besant wrote an exposé in the sympathetic 
newspaper The Link (published 23 June 1888). Angered by the piece, the 
factory's owners tried to get their workforce to renounce its contents 
publicly. They refused. One employee was sacked, compounding feelings 
of injustice and instigating the strike, with approximately 1,400 women 
and girls refusing to work by the end of the first day. The women and 
girls demanded concessions relating to unfair fines deducted from their 
wages and the hazardous conditions under which they handled 
phosphorous as part of their work. Management were reluctant to 
concede and so the strikers held out. By 6 July the whole factory had 
stopped work. The strike ended with concessions won for the workers. 

Note: The article in The Link is titled 'White slavery in London' and there 
is a passage that draws comparison with the transatlantic slave trade. It 
is important to distinguish that the transatlantic slave trade was a system 
that transported and enslaved millions of people of African descent, who 
were granted no rights and received no payment for their forced labour. 
The system was underpinned by racist ideology. Today, the term ‘modern 
slavery’ is used in the UK to describe child labour.  

Categories 
Feminist activism; Labour and working-class history 

Location 
Bryant & May Factory, Bow, East London, UK 



Cornelia Sorabji becomes the first woman law student at a British university (19th 
century) 

Cornelia Sorabji, lawyer, social reformer and writer, was born in Deolali 
Pravara, India in 1866 and arrived in Britain in 1889 to study law. She 
was the first woman law student at a British university and the only 
Indian woman studying at Somerville College, Oxford University (until the 
arrival of the daughters of Maharaja Duleep Singh, Bamba and Catherine, 
in 1890) 

Female students in Victorian Britain had to overcome many obstacles, 
such as needing a chaperone to attend their lectures. When exam season 
began, Sorabji was asked to sit her Bachelor of Civil Law exams alone at 
her own college because the London examiner refused to assess a 
woman. Sorabji contested this decision as she thought that it would make 
her degree count for less. Her appeal was successful. The university made 
special arrangements, allowing her to sit the exam with the male 
students. 

Her victory marked a first step for greater equality in higher education 
and to opening up the Bar for women. It wasn’t until 1919, however, that 
British women were called to the Bar, which allowed them to practice law. 

After completing her studies in 1894, Sorabji returned to India as a legal 
adviser to help women with property cases. She later published her 
autobiography, India Calling: The Memories of Cornelia Sorabji (1934), 
and settled permanently in Britain after her retirement in the 1930s. 

Categories 
Education; Race and racial equality 

Location 
Somerville College, Woodstock Rd, Oxford OX2 6HD, UK 

Find out more 

The Cradley Heath Chainmakers' Strike, first major action organised by the 
National Federation of Women Workers (20th century) 

In 1910 hundreds of women workers took part in the Chainmakers' Strike 
at Cradley Heath in protest against low pay. It was the first major action 
organised by the National Federation of Women Workers (NFWW), in 
response to the employers' refusal to pay the minimum wage announced 
by the Chain Trade Board earlier that year. 

Mary Macarthur, the founder of the NFWW, attracted wide, popular 
support for the striking women by using mass meetings and the media, 
including the new medium of cinema. A song was also written: 'Stand 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-cornelia-sorabji
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together, strong and splendid / In your Union til you've ended / Tyranny, 
and with toil blended / Beauty, Joy and Art’. Lasting 10 weeks, the strike 
received nearly £4000 of donations from individual workers, trade unions, 
politicians, members of the aristocracy, the business community and the 
clergy. The women returned to work once all employers had signed a 
'White List' agreeing to pay at least the minimum recommended wage. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Labour and working-class history  

Location 
Grainger's Lane School Room, Cradley Heath, UK 

Rosa May Billinghurst, suffragette, founds the Greenwich branch of the Women’s 
Social and Political Union (20th century) 

Rosa May Billinghurst was born in Lewisham, south London in 1875. She 
was a disabled suffragette and women's rights activist who founded the 
Greenwich branch of the Women’s Social and Political Union in 1910 and 
became its secretary. That same year she was one of 159 women 
arrested at a demonstration outside the House of Commons and she later 
took part in a window smashing campaign and other direct action. 
Property damage, such as smashing windows, was a method of protest 
employed by some women agitating for the right to vote.  

Billinghurst was disabled as a result of childhood polio and campaigned in 
a modified tricycle, sometimes using it as a battering ram against the 
police. She decorated her tricycle with suffragette colours and mottos and 
was often seen distributing leaflets during public meetings and 
demonstrations. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy 

Location 
Greenwich, London, UK 

Ethel Moorhead, suffragette, writes about imprisonment in Calton jail (20th 
century) 

Ethel Moorhead was a suffragette who carried out several militant acts 
while campaigning for women's rights. She smashed windows, committed 
acts of arson and threw an egg at Winston Churchill in Dundee in 1911. 

Moorhead was imprisoned in Calton Jail in October 1913. Like many other 
suffragettes, she went on hunger strike to continue her protest. The 
government responded by introducing force-feeding and Moorhead 

https://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/discover/six-things-you-didnt-know-about-suffragette-hunger-strikes


became the first suffragette to be forcibly fed in Scotland. When she 
became so ill with double pneumonia, Moorhead was released under the 
'Cat and Mouse Act' of 1913, which permitted the temporary release of 
inmates whose health was severely affected by their hunger strike. Once 
they had recovered, authorities rearrested the women to complete their 
sentence.  

Moorhead's article 'Incendiaries' in This Quarter describes her experience 
of force-feeding in prison and condemns the treatment of suffragettes as 
torture. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Calton jail, Edinburgh, Scotland, UK 

Princess Sophia Duleep Singh, suffragette, sells The Suffragette newspaper 
outside Hampton Court Palace (20th century) 

Princess Sophia Duleep Singh was a prominent suffragette who was 
involved in the British campaign for the right to vote in the early 20th 
century. 

Sophia's father was the last Maharaja of the Sikh Empire. After the British 
East India Company annexed the Punjab in 1849, 10-year-old Duleep was 
deposed and later exiled to England in the 1850s. Here Duleep was 
befriended by Queen Victoria, and she later became Sophia's godmother. 
However, Sophia's connection to royalty did not stop her fighting for 
suffrage. Sophia played a leading role in the Women's Tax Resistance 
League. She argued that she shouldn't have to pay taxes if she couldn't 
vote, prompting King George V to ask 'have we no hold on her?'. Sophia 
was also involved with the Pankhursts in the Women's Social and Political 
Union, and used her wealth to donate to the WSPU’s ‘war chest’. She sold 
copies of their newspaper The Suffragette outside Hampton Court Palace, 
where she lived in an apartment gifted to her by Queen Victoria. After the 
photograph was published, Sir William Connington (a cotton manufacturer 
and Conservative politician) asked '"if anything could be done to stop 
her"'. 

Anita Anand has written a biography of Sophia, while Sumita Mukherjee's 
work highlights the overlooked history of Indian women's involvement in 
the British suffrage movement. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy; Race and racial equality 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-sophia-duleep-singh-selling-the-suffragette
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Location 
Hampton Court Palace, UK 

Find out more 

Kitty Marion, radical suffragette and campaigner for birth control access, 
commits arson at Hurst Park Racecourse (20th century) 

On the night of 8 June 1913, radical suffragettes Kitty Marion and Clara 
Giveen set Hurst Park Racecourse alight. Property damage, including 
arson and smashing windows, was a method of protest employed by 
some women agitating for the right to vote. The action at Hurst Park 
came days after Emily Wilding Davison was killed at the Epsom Derby, 
trampled by the King's horse. In her autobiography, Marion noted that the 
length of her skirt made navigating the venue difficult. She kept tripping 
up, reminiscing later that 'we both regretted that there was no movie 
camera to immortalise the comedy of it'. Authorities sentenced her to 
three years imprisonment for the arson. She went on hunger strike while 
in prison and was force-fed 232 times. 

Marion, who was born in Germany and migrated to the UK at 15, had 
been politicised during her time as a performer when she was sexually 
harassed and assaulted by a music hall agent. She joined the Actress 
Franchise League and then became involved in the suffrage movement 
with the Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU). During World War 
One, she moved to America and campaigned for improved access to 
contraception. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy 

Location 
Hurst Park Racecourse, Surrey, UK 

Find out more 

Birthplace of Edith Pratt, factory inspector who improved conditions for women 
within the workplace (20th century) 

Edith Pratt OBE was born in Exmouth in 1882 and went on to join the 
millions of women working both during and after the First World War.  

The outbreak of the First World War meant more and more women were 
being employed full-time, particularly in factories. During this time, Pratt 
started work as a Welfare Officer where she began to improve conditions 
for working women by focussing on access to facilities and increasing 
wages. Her work influenced the way factories were built and run, with 

https://gal-dem.com/indian-suffrage/
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-kitty-marion-selling-birth-control-review


welfare and safety heavily influencing their design. Her role also shaped 
how employers would treat their female staff and helped to progress 
women’s employment rights. By 1915 Pratt was working as a factory 
inspector for the Ministry of Munitions, inspecting the more dangerous 
factories that dealt with explosives and chemicals. 

In 1917 Pratt joined the Women’s Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) and earned a 
spot on the very first OBE list. She later became the Deputy Commander 
in the Women’s Royal Air Force (WRAF), where she was in charge of 
approximately 32,000 workers. 

Categories 
Labour and working-class history 

Location 
Prattshayes Farms, Maer Ln, Exmouth EX8 5DB, UK 

Urania, a journal highlighting the fluidity of sexuality, gender and the biological 
body (20th century) 

Urania, a private journal led by Eva Gore-Booth, Esther Roper and Irene 
Clyde (also known as Thomas Baty), ran from 1916 to 1940 and 
highlighted the fluidity of sexuality, gender and the biological body. It 
argued for the abolition of gender: "there are no 'men' or 'women' in 
Urania". With a focus on female-to-male transitions, the journal 
contributes important accounts and information on the history of intersex 
and medical gender re-assignment. 

In 1936, Urania published an article on the case of Mark Weston, a 
famous British athlete who had 'changed her sex and become a man'. 
Weston was born with atypical genitals and his parents decided to raise 
him as female. However, he was male and in 1936 successfully underwent 
the first reported case of medical gender re-assignment surgery. Urania's 
article stresses that Weston was legally a man. Weston received a 
certificate from a Harley Street specialist stating that he 'is a male, and 
should continue to live as such'. Weston went on to marry and have three 
children. 

Eva Gore-Booth and Esther Roper, who first shared a home together in 
Manchester, moved to Hampstead, London, in 1913. 

Categories 
LGBTQ lives and activism; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Hampstead, London, UK  



Find out more 

Rose Mary Savage, nurse in World War One, joins the Ulster Volunteer Hospital 
(20th century) 

Rose Mary Savage was living in Ireland at the outbreak of World War One. 
She first joined the Ulster Volunteer Hospital in Belfast in January 1916, 
before being posted to a hospital in Rouen, France in the summer. Her 
first day coincided with the beginning of the Battle of the Somme. Savage 
remained in Rouen for over two years, for which she received special 
mention for her 'distinguished and gallant services and devotion to duty'. 

In these letters, soldiers tell us about the kindness and quality of care 
provided by Savage and highlight the role of nurses as points of contact 
for injured soldiers. They also contain opinions on national and 
international news, be it relating to the war or not. One such letter, sent 
by a man who was recovering in Ulster Volunteer Force Hospital in 1916, 
discusses 'The Rebellion' – also known as the Easter Rising of April 1916 – 
and states his hope that '"Home Rule" is properly finished now'. 
Correspondence like this provides an insight into the personal and 
emotional aspect of warfare. 

Categories 
Medicine and science; War and conflict 

Location 
Ulster Volunteer Hospital, Botanic Avenue, Belfast, NI 

Find out more 

Nancy Astor becomes the first woman to enter the House of Commons (20th 
century) 

On 1 December 1919, Nancy Astor became the first woman to take up her 
seat in the House of Commons, although she was not the first woman 
elected to Parliament. 

Nancy Astor (née Laghorne) (1879–1964) was born in Virginia, USA, but 
moved to England and married her second husband, newspaper proprietor 
and MP Waldorf Astor, in 1906. The death of Waldorf’s father raised him 
to the House of Lords meaning he had to give up his Plymouth Sutton 
Parliamentary seat. Nancy Astor decided to use the by-election to run for 
election. In November 1919 Lady Astor won the by-election with 51% of 
the vote, thus becoming the first woman to take a seat in the UK 
Parliament. 

 

https://womenslibrary.org.uk/explore-the-library-and-archive/lgbtq-collections-online-resource/the-politics-of-urania/
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/letters-to-vad-nurse-rose-mary-savage
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/letters-to-vad-nurse-rose-mary-savage


Astor focussed her efforts as an MP on social-change, advocating for 
women and children (her first bill was to increase the legal age for 
consuming alcohol from 14 years of age to 18). She remained the 
Conservative MP for Plymouth Sutton until 1945. While Astor made 
significant progress for women’s participation and representation in 
politics, she also held anti-Semitic, anti-Catholic and other intolerant 
views. 

Categories 
Parliament and democracy 

Location 
Houses of Parliament, Westminster, London SW1A 0AA, UK 

Find out more 

Dr Louisa Martindale, women's health specialist and advocate, founds the New 
Sussex Hospital for Women and Children (20th century) 

Dr Louisa Martindale made headway both in terms of women's careers in 
the medical profession and in addressing treatment for women's 
conditions such as cervical cancer. She was an accomplished surgeon who 
put her skills to use during both world wars. She published several works 
addressing topics including breast cancer, being a woman surgeon and 
the sexual health of sex workers. 

Influenced by her mother, Martindale was a proud suffragist. As well as 
sitting on the executive committee of the National Union of Women's 
Suffrage Societies, Martindale's mother was one of the founders of the 
dispensary for Women and Children in Brighton. Under her daughter's 
charge, this eventually became the New Sussex Hospital for Women and 
Children, opening in 1921. Martindale was both its founder and its senior 
surgeon. In this extract from her autobiography, she describes 'The birth 
of [the] hospital'. 

Martindale lived with a woman for 35 years, who she describes warmly in 
her autobiography, and has posthumously been venerated as an LGBT 
icon. 

Categories 
LGBTQ lives and activism; Medicine and science 

Location 
Brighton, UK 

https://www.bl.uk/womens-rights/articles/women-in-parliament-1918-2020


Site of the court trial for Radclyffe Hall's The Well of Loneliness (20th century) 

In 1928 Radclyffe Hall published The Well of Loneliness, a lesbian novel 
about two female ambulance drivers who fall in love during the First 
World War. Their relationship is tainted by social exclusion and prejudice, 
and the book itself was prosecuted for obscenity at Bow Street 
Magistrates Court. At one point in the book, Hall writes that 'she kissed 
her full on the lips, as a lover… and that night, they were not divided'. The 
judge ordered that the book must be destroyed and it was not publicly 
available again until 1949. It has been continuously in print since and is 
now available in over a dozen languages. More recent criticisms of the 
book revolve around biphobic content and the mockery of feminine 
lesbians. 

Occurring a few decades after the trial of Oscar Wilde, these events 
remain an important moment in the history of LGBT people and the law, 
as well as of censorship. 

Categories 
LGBTQ lives and activism; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Bow Street, London WC2E 7AT, UK 

Find out more 

Virginia Woolf, author, delivers lectures at Cambridge colleges; later published as 
A Room of One's Own (20th century) 

In October 1928, Virginia Woolf delivered two lectures on the topic of 
'women and fiction' at Girton and Newnham women's colleges at 
Cambridge University. These lectures formed the basis for her essay, A 
Room of One's Own, published the following year. This work of feminist 
criticism explores literature and writing as well as education, sexuality 
and gendered values. 

Woolf argued that both a physical and figurative space was needed for 
women writers to work independently from the men who dominated the 
literary scene and their own lives. She examines the irony that women 
hold a central place in male-authored fiction, while in reality they are 
treated as expendable and not given the resources and support to write 
themselves. Woolf writes: 'imaginatively she is of the highest importance; 
practically she is completely insignificant. She pervades poetry from cover 
to cover; she is all but absent from history… Some of the most inspired 
words and profound thoughts in literature fall from her lips; in real life she 
could hardly read'. 

https://www.bl.uk/people/virginia-woolf
https://www.bl.uk/people/virginia-woolf


Categories 
LGBTQ lives and activism; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Newnham College, Cambridge, UK 

Augustine Hull, resident of St Helens, is prosecuted for living as a woman (20th 
century) 

In 1932 the Birmingham Gazette reported on the case of Augustine Hull 
from St Helens. Hull, or Norma Jackson, was sentenced to 18 months 
hard labour for 'gross indecency' using legislation brought against men 
who engaged in sexual acts with the same sex. The prosecution had no 
evidence of sexual intercourse, but charged Hull/Jackson because they 
dressed as a woman and lived as George Burrows' wife for six months. 
During the trial, Hull/Jackson revealed that their family raised them as 
female from childhood. They wanted to pass as a woman because 'when 
dressed as a man… [police] thought I was a woman'. Despite medical 
experts stating that Hull/Jackson 'was a man with a feminine mind', the 
judge passed the harshest sentence. This newspaper article reveals that a 
petition was raised to campaign for their release. 

This case highlights the complexities around self-identification and the 
challenges of locating Trans identities in archives. Contemporary 
newspaper reports and subsequent historical research call Hull/Jackson a 
male cross-dresser. However, it remains unclear how Hull/Jackson 
identified their gender and sexuality. 

Categories 
LGBTQ lives and activism 

Location 
St. Helens, Lancashire, UK 

Find out more 

Lodgings of Una Marson, poet, journalist, activist and the first Black woman 
broadcaster at the BBC (20th century) 

Jamaican-born Una Marson was a poet, journalist, broadcaster, activist 
and the first Black female newspaper editor in Jamaica. An important 
figure in both the inter-war feminist and anti-colonial movements, her 
poetry reflected these themes. In 1930 Marson self-published Tropic 
Reveries, her first book of poetry. Poems such as ‘In Vain’ and ‘Love 
Songs’ challenged patriarchal views of womanhood. This was followed by 
her best-known collection, Heights and Depths (1931). 

https://www.bl.uk/lgbtq-histories/articles/transgender-identities-in-the-past


In 1932 Marson moved to London where she joined a number of other 
anti-colonial activists and intellectuals. She initially lodged in Peckham 
with Harold Moody, the Jamaican-born doctor, campaigner and founder of 
the League of Coloured Peoples (LCP). Dedicated to achieving racial 
equality, the LCP campaigned for political and social change and ran 
community programmes. Marson became the editor of the LCP journal 
The Keys, a crucial voice for the Pan-African and anti-colonial movements 
of the time. 

From 1936 Marson moved between London and Jamaica. After returning 
to London in 1938, she became the first Black female BBC producer. 
Under her direction, the BBC Caribbean service ‘Calling the West Indies’ 
(1939–42) programme evolved into Caribbean Voices (1943–58), ‘one of 
the most important catalysts for Anglophone Caribbean writing’. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
164 Queen's Road, Peckham, London, UK 

Find out more 

Ellen Wilkinson, Labour MP and leader of the Jarrow March (20th century) 

Ellen Wilkinson was a Labour MP for Jarrow from 1935 and Minister of 
Education from 1945 until her death in 1947. During her career as a 
politician, she promoted equality and became a national figure in the 
Jarrow March of 1936. From 5 to 31 October, 200 unemployed people 
marched the 282 miles from Jarrow to London to petition parliament for 
the right to work. Wilkinson joined the marchers along the way and fully 
supported their actions. Although the march was unsuccessful, it became 
an iconic image in the 1930s and helped to shape post-World War Two 
attitudes towards unemployment. 

Wilkinson co-wrote Labour’s 1945 election manifesto and, as chair of 
Labour’s National Executive, she guided it through conference, following 
which Attlee appointed her Minister of Education. The pamphlet ‘Plan for 
Peace’ sets out her vision. 

The audio recording, 'My Working Day', details Wilkinson's wartime role 
as a junior minister when she was responsible for the fireguard and other 
civil defence services. She highlights how women faced sexism in these 
fields of work. Wilkinson notes that the 'compulsory order for women fire 
guards has caused some opposition but mostly from men…the women are 
keen to do it'. 

https://www.bl.uk/people/una-marson


Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy 

Location 
Jarrow, UK 

Find out more 

Base of Lilian Bader, one of the first Black women to join the RAF (20th century) 

Lilian Bader was one of the first Black women to join the British Armed 
Forces in the Royal Air Force. Bader was born in 1918 in Liverpool to a 
Bajan father and Irish mother. With the outbreak of war in 1939, Bader 
applied for a job in the Navy, Army and Air Forces Institute (NAAFI) 
canteen. After six weeks she was forced to resign because of racial 
discrimination, with her boss telling her that he 'shouldn't have taken you 
on'. Nevertheless, Bader ‘felt guilty that I wasn't doing anything'. In 
1941, on learning that the RAF were accepting people of Caribbean 
descent, she enlisted in the Women's Auxiliary Air Force. Despite facing 
racial prejudice and being 'the only coloured person in this white sea of 
faces', Bader became an Acting Corporal at the Shawbury base. 

Later in life, Bader spoke widely about her service and experiences, 
determined that the wartime contributions of Black and Asian Britons be 
recognised and remembered. Three generations of her family served in 
the British Armed Forces, beginning with her father in World War One. 

Categories 
Race and racial equality; War and conflict 

Location 
RAF Shawbury, Shropshire, UK 

Find out more 

Noor Inayat Khan, British Indian musician, author and secret agent, trains as a 
wireless operator at Aylesbury (20th century) 

Noor Inayat Khan was a British Indian musician, author and secret agent 
during World War Two. She was a pacifist who supported Indian 
independence and felt compelled to fight fascism. Khan arrived in Britain 
on 22 June 1940 after fleeing the Nazis in France. In November 1940, she 
joined the Women's Auxiliary Force as an aircraftwoman and in 1942 was 
recruited by the Special Operations Executive, a covert organisation that 
sabotaged German war machinery. She trained as a wireless operator at 
their Aylesbury base and in June 1943 became the first woman to be sent 
into France as an undercover wireless operator. Later that year, Khan's 

https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/case-study-radical-politicians-in-the-north-east/introduction/
https://www.fawcettsociety.org.uk/blog/lilian-bader-the-first-black-woman-to-join-the-raf
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photograph-of-noor-inayat-kha


unit was betrayed to the Nazis. In October 1943 she was imprisoned and 
tortured before being executed at Dachau concentration camp on 13 
September 1944. Khan was posthumously awarded the George Cross for 
bravery. 

Her life and contributions, overlooked in the decades after the war, have 
been highlighted by the Noor Memorial Trust and Shrabani Basu, author 
of her biography, Spy Princess (2006). King Akbar's Daughter (2012), 
displayed here, contains a collection of her unpublished stories. In 2012, 
Khan became the first and currently the only Muslim woman to be 
memorialised in a stand-alone statue in Britain. The bust stands in 
Gordon Square, London, close to the house where she lived as a child and 
for a period during World War Two. 

Categories 
Race and racial equality; War and conflict 

Location 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, UK 

Amy Ashwood Garvey, Jamaican journalist and activist, chairs a panel at the 1945 
Pan-African Congress in Manchester (20th century) 

Amy Ashwood Garvey was a Jamaican journalist and activist who 
campaigned against colonial rule in the Caribbean and joined with others 
in the struggle for African liberation. She lived and worked in Jamaica, 
London, New York and Liberia, and also spent time travelling throughout 
Africa and the Caribbean. 

This photograph captures Ashwood Garvey chairing a session at the 1945 
Fifth Pan-African Congress in Manchester (held in the former Chorlton 
Town Hall). She was one of two women panellists and challenged the 
attendees to recognise the experiences of Black women. The Fifth 
Congress was a particularly significant event. Led by George Padmore and 
the Pan-African Federation, the Manchester Congress brought together all 
of the main African and Caribbean organisations in Britain for the first 
time. Together they ‘called for the end of colonial rule throughout Britain’s 
colonies and urged colonial subjects to assert their rights’ (Hakim Adi). 
The Congress declared: 

"We are determined to be free. We want education. We want the right to 
earn a decent living; the right to express our thoughts and emotions, to 
adopt and create forms of beauty… We will fight in every way we can for 
freedom, democracy, and social betterment." 

Categories 
Race and racial equality  

http://www.noormemorial.org/
https://www.bl.uk/windrush/articles/caribbean-anti-colonial-activists-in-britain-before-world-war-two


Location 
Cavendish Street, Manchester, UK 

Find out more 

Claudia Jones, activist and journalist, organises the first Caribbean Carnival (20th 
century) 

Claudia Jones was a Black feminist activist and journalist who was active 
in Britain in the 1950s and 1960s. Born in Trinidad in 1915, Jones moved 
to the USA as a child, joining her parents in Harlem, New York. She 
became a political activist and Black nationalist, fighting for equal rights 
and drawing attention in particular to the experiences and oppression of 
Black women. Jones' ties to communism led to her deportation in 1955, 
and she moved to the UK. There she joined the growing British Caribbean 
and African communities and campaigned against racism in housing, 
education and employment. In Brixton, March 1958, Jones established 
Britain's first major Black newspaper with the West Indian Gazette and 
Afro-Asian Caribbean News. 

The summer of 1958 saw an outbreak of violent racist assaults on Black 
people by white groups in Nottingham and Notting Hill (these events have 
been referred to as ‘race riots’). In Notting Hill, over a series of nights, 
400 mainly young white people attacked local Black people and the 
houses of Caribbean residents. In the aftermath, Jones received many 
visits from members of the Black British community, as well as from Eric 
Williams and other Caribbean politicians. To celebrate and reinvigorate 
the community, Jones organised an indoor carnival at St Pancras Town 
Hall (held on 30 January 1959). This event, and the other indoor carnivals 
that followed, inspired the Notting Hill Carnival which started in 1966 and 
continues to this day. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London, UK 

Beryl Gilroy, author, teacher and psychologist, becomes London’s first Black head 
teacher (20th century) 

Beryl Gilroy was a pioneering author, teacher and psychologist. After 
training as a teacher in Georgetown, British Guiana (now Guyana), she 
emigrated to Britain in 1952 and received a diploma in child development 
psychology. Gilroy’s teaching career eventually led her to become the 
head teacher at Beckford Primary School, north London, in 1969. 

https://www.bl.uk/womens-rights/articles/black-women-activists-in-britain
https://irr.org.uk/article/claudia-jones-and-the-west-indian-gazette/
https://irr.org.uk/article/claudia-jones-and-the-west-indian-gazette/
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/claudia-jones-caribbean-carnival-souvenir-programme-1960
https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/a-history-of-notting-hill-carnival/eALiDoHj8Po6Kg


As the first Black head teacher in London Gilroy chronicled her 
experiences in her memoir Black Teacher (1976). She later said that 
there was a need ‘…to set the record straight. There had been Ted 
Braithwaite’s To Sir with Love [1959] and Don Hinds’ Journey to an 
Illusion [1966] but the woman’s experiences had never been stated.’ She 
faced obstacles when publishing the work, however, commenting that 
‘she regretted that the publishers toned down her attacks on the racism 
she encountered’. 

In this period Gilroy also wrote several stories for children as part of the 
groundbreaking Nippers series, edited by Leila Berg. Titles such as New 
People at Twenty-Four (1973) are among the first books for children to 
represent Black British and interracial families. In 1986 she published her 
first novel for adults, Frangipani House, and continued to write until her 
death in 2001. 

Categories 
Education; Race and racial equality; Culture, literature and arts  

Location 
Beckford Primary School, Dornfell St, West Hampstead, London NW6 1QL, 
UK 

Find out more 

Bernadette Devlin, Irish civil rights leader, is elected MP for Mid-Ulster (20th 
century) 

Bernadette McAliskey (née Devlin) was 21 years old when constituents 
elected her as MP for the Mid-Ulster constituency. This by-election of 
1969 was supported by Irish nationalist, Irish republican and socialist 
parties and groups. Devlin had come to prominence through her 
involvement with the student-led People's Democracy group, which 
supported the interests of the Catholic minority in Northern Ireland. 

Her tenure as an MP was notable and, unlike the abstentionist Sinn Fein 
MPs, Devlin took her seat in Westminster. She was imprisoned for part of 
her term in office following her participation in the Battle of the Bogside. 
Upon being awarded the keys to New York City by its mayor, she 
reportedly gave them to the Black Panthers, in a powerful demonstration 
of solidarity between two civil rights movements. Anarchist punk band 
Chumbawamba wrote their song 'Slap!' in response to Devlin hitting a 
member of the Conservative cabinet for suggesting the British soldiers on 
duty during Bloody Sunday were acting in self-defence. 

She lost her seat in 1974 and went on to set up a migrant support 
organisation in Tyrone. 

https://www.bl.uk/people/beryl-gilroy


Categories 
Parliament and democracy; Labour and working-class history 

Location 
Mid Ulster, Northern Ireland, UK 

Women's Liberation protest at the Miss World contest (20th century) 

The 1970 Miss World contest was televised from the Royal Albert Hall, 
London. Women's Liberation activists attended to protest the ideas of 
female passivity and objectification which they felt the contest rested on 
and reinforced. They threw flour and smoke bombs at the stage and 
chanted 'We're not beautiful, we're not ugly, we're angry!' before being 
escorted out by security. One of the activists likened the contest to a 
'cattle market'. Others at the time attempted to convey to the contestants 
that they were attacking the organisers: 'We're not against you, we're 
with you!' Among the activists was Laura Mulvey, the esteemed feminist 
film theorist. She co-wrote an article about the action in which she called 
it a blow against the 'narrow destiny' for women of marriage and babies. 
In the interview featured here, Jo Robinson recalls her experience of the 
protest and the excitement she felt.  

This was also the era of the civil rights movement in America, apartheid in 
South Africa and the Race Relations Act in Britain. Jennifer Hosten (Miss 
Grenada) and other contestants, such as Pearl Jansen from South Africa, 
experienced racism from organisers of the contest and the press. For 
Hosten, who became the first Black woman to win the beauty contest, 
taking the crown was a win for racial equality. 

Categories 
Feminist activism 

Location 
Royal Albert Hall, Kensington Gore, London, UK 

Find out more 

1971 National Women’s Liberation Movement conference passes the first four 
demands (20th century) 

The Women’s Liberation Movement organised eight national conferences, 
starting in Oxford in 1970, where the first demands were made. 

The first four demands were passed in Skegness, Lincolnshire in 1971:  

1. Equal pay.  

2. Equal educational and job opportunities. 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/jo-robinson-miss-world-contest


3. Free contraception and abortion on demand. 

4. Free 24-hour nurseries. 

Three further demands were added: 

5. Legal and financial independence for all women (Edinburgh, 1974).  

6. The right to a self-defined sexuality. An end to discrimination against 
lesbians (Edinburgh, 1974). 

7. Freedom for all women from intimidation by the threat or use of 
violence or sexual coercion regardless of marital status; and an end to the 
laws, assumptions and institutions which perpetuate male dominance and 
aggression to women (Birmingham, 1978). 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Education; LGBTQ lives and activism  

Location 
Skegness, Lincolnshire, UK  

Find out more 

Site of the first women's international football match, England v Scotland (20th 
century) 

On 18 November 1972, the first official women's international football 
match was held between England and Scotland at the Ravenscraig 
Stadium in Greenock, Scotland. (In 1920, an 'unofficial' international 
game occurred between Preston-based Dick Kerr's Ladies and French XI.) 

Although women have played football since the late 19th century, many 
people felt that women should not play. In 1921 the Football Association 
imposed a ban on women players. After the FA lifted this in 1969, the 
Scottish Football Association (SFA) continued the longstanding ban on the 
use of professional-level pitches. It did not formally recognise the 
women's game until 1974 and therefore did not provide the team with 
financial backing or support for this 1972 match. In response, the Scottish 
Women's Football Association (SWFA) raised money to cover the costs. 
Their defiance led the SFA to ban the key organisers, namely Rose Reilly, 
Edna Neillis and Elsie Cook, from the SFA. In December 2018, the SFA 
apologised and presented all the 1972 players with caps in recognition of 
their role in an international football match. 

In this oral history interview, Sue Lopez talks about her fight to be 
allowed to play women’s football and the differences between the UK and 
abroad.  

https://www.bl.uk/sisterhood/articles/womens-liberation-a-national-movement
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/sue-lopez-fa-ban-on-women-in-football


Categories 
Feminist activism; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Ravenscraig Stadium, Auchmead Road, Greenock, Scotland, UK 

The Daughters of Harriet Tubman, a collective of Black feminists based in 
Manchester during the 1970s 

The Daughters of Harriet Tubman was a collective of Black feminists 
based in Manchester during the 1970s. Members viewed themselves as 
continuing the legacy of Black women who ‘have ALWAYS organised to 
resist the oppression of Black people’. The group took inspiration from 
Harriet Tubman (pictured on p. 2), the leader of the 19th century North 
American ‘underground railroad’ network that guided enslaved people to 
freedom. Raising consciousness among Black women about the causes of, 
and solutions to, the oppression they faced was central to the activities of 
the collective. 

This newsletter from 1974, titled ‘Wha ‘appen Sista’, addresses issues 
that affected women’s lives, from poverty to single parenthood.  

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality  

Location 
Moss Lane East, Rusholme, Manchester, UK   

Find out more 

Professor Rowena Arshad, Chair in Multicultural and Anti-Racist Education and 
Associate of the Centre for Education for Racial Equality in Scotland (20th-21st 
centuries) 

In this oral history interview, Rowena Arshad OBE talks about her time 
working at the Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC). The Equal 
Opportunities Commission (EOC) was a non-departmental public body set 
up as a result of the 1975 Sex Discrimination Act. Its remit was to tackle 
sexual discrimination and promote gender equality across society. The 
EOC ensured that the Sex Discrimination Act and Equal Pay Act were 
enforced in the workplace. People who felt unfairly treated could take 
their complaints to the EOC.  For Arshad, as for many women, equal pay 
was one of the most important battles to be fought. 

Arshad now convenes the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Committee for 
the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences and leads on the 
University of Edinburgh's Race Equality and Anti-Racist Action Plan. She 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/wha-appen-sista-zine


was a member of the first black women’s group in Scotland and was Equal 
Opportunities Commissioner for Scotland between 2001 and 2007.  

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality 

Location 
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh EH8 9LJ, UK  

Find out more 

Mary McIntosh, Women's Liberation Movement activist and member of the Gay 
Liberation Front, becomes first head of the Department of Sociology at the 
University of Essex (20th century) 

 Mary McIntosh was a women's rights activist who was heavily involved in 
the Women's Liberation Movement. She was a part of a small group of 
lesbians who contributed to the founding and shaping of the direction of 
the London Gay Liberation Front at the London School of Economics. In 
1975, McIntosh joined the University of Essex as a lecturer in the 
Department of Sociology and she became the first female head of the 
department. 

In this interview, McIntosh talks about her sexual identity and reveals 
that she was 24 years old when she realised that 'it was not a bad thing 
to be a lesbian'. For many years, she believed that being a lesbian was 'a 
form of suffering'. In the 1960s McIntosh came to recognise that 'a 
rewarding lesbian relationship…was a delight' and she understood that 
'you could be a lesbian and be a happy person'. 

Categories 
Education; LGBTQ lives and activism; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
Department of Sociology, Colchester, UK 

Find out more 

Site of the Women's Therapy Centre, set up in response to women's need for 
mental health services (20th century) 

The Women's Therapy Centre, established by Susie Orbach and Luise 
Eichenbaum in 1976, was the first in its field. In this interview, Orbach 
remembers the moment at which this happened. The centre was founded 
as 'a place for women of whatever background to come to therapy and be 
listened to, and to be understood in the context of what it had meant 
psychologically to grow up as a girl: what psychological costs were 

https://www.bl.uk/people/rowena-arshad
https://www.bl.uk/people/mary-mcintosh
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/from-glf-to-wlm


associated with that, whatever our class or ethnic or geographic location'. 
Additional aims included: building a new theory and practice attentive to 
gender; transforming mental health policy; destigmatising therapy; and 
forming a practice in which therapists were aware of their identifications 
with their patients. 

The centre closed in 2019 when its funding was cut to a level that made it 
unviable. In its later years the centre had supported Somali women 
through the trauma of leaving their home during the civil war, among 
others. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Medicine and science  

Location 
Hartham Road, Holloway, London, UK 

Find out more 

The Grunwick Strike, led by Jayaben Desai (20th century) 

In August 1976, workers walked out of Grunwick film processing factory 
in protest against their working conditions. Many of these workers were 
South Asian women from East Africa. Led by their colleague Jayaben 
Desai, workers sought trade union representation to support their strike. 
Trade unions had traditionally been reticent in their support of women 
and non-white workers, since there was an anxiety that these groups, 
relatively new to the labour force, were 'taking' jobs and undercutting 
wages of the white, male 'breadwinners'. Many trade unionists supported 
Desai, however, resulting in mass pickets and marches around the factory 
in Brent. 

When the Trade Union Congress eventually lost faith in the strikers and 
withdrew its support, Desai and others began a hunger strike outside 
their head office. The strikers lost, but the case of Grunwick nevertheless 
made history and casts a vital spotlight on gender, class and race in 
industrial relations in 1970s Britain. 

The material shown here includes a poster and photograph from the 
strike, plus an oral history interview with Amrit Wilson where she talks 
about her experiences of meeting the strikers and interviewing Jayaben 
Desai. 'Striking Out' tells the story of the South Asian women workers 
involved in the Grunwick Strike and the Gate Gourmet dispute. 

Categories 
Labour and working-class history; Race and racial equality 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/susie-orbach-the-womens-therapy-centre
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/amrit-wilson-grunwick-strike
https://www.striking-women.org/main-module-page/striking-out


Location 
Grunwick film processing factory, Dollis Hill, Brent, UK 

Find out more 

Hometown of Mairead Maguire, peace activist and co-founder of Women for 
Peace in Northern Ireland (20th century) 

Mairead Maguire became active with the Northern Ireland peace 
movement after her sister's three children were hit and killed by a car 
driven by a member of the Provisional Irish Republican Army, who lost 
control of the vehicle after being shot by British troops. Forging a life-
changing alliance with peace campaigner Betty Williams, their 
impassioned pleas drew crowds to march to the burial sites of the three 
Maguire children. Ten thousand women attended, Protestant and Catholic. 
More demonstrations followed, and 'Women for Peace' became 
'Community for Peace People' as men began to join. The organisation 
published a paper, Peace by Peace, and provided a shuttle bus service to 
and from Belfast's jails for prisoners' families.  

Maguire and Williams received the 1976 Nobel Peace Prize for their 
efforts. Maguire was aged 32 at the time. She has since been working for 
peace in Syria and has criticised Israel's policy towards Gaza. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Parliament and democracy; War and conflict  

Location 
Belfast, Northern Ireland, UK  

Find out more 

Reclaim the Night movement is founded in Leeds (20th century) 

The first Reclaim the Night (RtN) marches took place in 1977 and were 
listed in this issue of Spare Rib. Women from the Leeds Revolutionary 
Feminist Group called them to 'take collective action against rape and 
male sexual violence' and to protest the police's response to the serial 
murders of women perpetrated by Peter Sutcliffe. The press initially 
dubbed Sutcliffe as the 'Yorkshire Ripper'. The police warned women not 
to walk the streets alone at night, and many feminists felt that this was 
making women responsible for male violence. Campaigners also criticised 
the police and parts of the media for only taking the spate of deaths 
seriously once the perpetrator began targeting middle-class, 'respectable' 
women. Up until this point, he had primarily targeted sex workers. Twelve 
marches were held simultaneously across the country. 

https://www.bl.uk/womens-rights/articles/remembering-the-grunwick-dispute
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/karen-mcminn-living-through-northern-irelands-conflict
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/karen-mcminn-living-through-northern-irelands-conflict
https://www.bl.uk/sisterhood/articles/nationalism-and-national-liberation-struggles
http://www.reclaimthenight.co.uk/index.html
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/spare-rib-magazine-issue-064


Since the 1970s, RtN has become a protest more broadly against rape, 
male violence and street harassment. Most marches include lively 
chanting and homemade placards, with a time for reflection where 
attendees make speeches and hold a vigil for those who have lost their 
lives. 

Categories 
Feminist activism  

Location 
Chapeltown, Leeds, UK  

Site of OWAAD’s first conference (20th century)  

In 1978 Stella Dadzie, Olive Morris, Gail Lewis, Gerlin Bean and others co-
founded OWAAD (Organisation for Women of Asian and African Descent). 
OWAAD created a space for Black and Asian women to meet, organise 
and address their experiences at a time when Women’s Liberation was a 
white-dominated movement. In these oral history interviews, Stella 
Dadzie, Gail Lewis and Mia Morris talk about the history of OWAAD in 
detail. 

OWAAD campaigned on issues including immigration and deportation; 
employment; domestic violence; education and exclusion of children from 
school; industrial action by Black women; policing and defence policies; 
and health and reproductive rights. Their campaigns on reproductive 
rights included protesting against the testing of contraceptive drug Depo-
Provera on women from marginalised communities.  

OWAAD functioned as an umbrella organisation, bringing together lots of 
different groups with divergent interests and focuses from across the 
country. Some of these groups were inspired by and formed after 
attending OWAAD’s conferences; the first was held at The Abeng Centre 
on Gresham Road, Brixton, and attended by hundreds of women.  

The organisation disbanded in 1982. In four years, OWAAD established a 
network for ‘ordinary women with their own lived experience of racism 
and sexism’ (Stella Dadzie, ‘The Black Women’s Struggle’, Black Cultural 
Archives) and made a huge contribution to placing the experience of Black 
and Asian women on the women's liberation agenda. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality  

Location 
7 Gresham Road, Brixton, London, UK 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/stella-dadzie-owaad
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/stella-dadzie-owaad
https://www.bl.uk/people/gail-lewis
https://www.bl.uk/people/mia-morris


Find out more 

Tyneside Rape Crisis Centre, the longest continuously running centre in the UK 
(20th century) 

NOTE: This is not the location of the centre. 

Tyneside Rape Crisis Centre was one of the first centres of its type to be 
established in the UK, and it is the longest continuously running centre in 
the country. It provides support services for women and girls who are 
survivors of recent or historic sexual abuse, regardless of whether they 
want to report their experience to the police. Centres provide both 
counselling and advice on practical issues such as housing, finances, 
mental health and addiction. 

Many of these centres were established in the late 1970s and 80s, after 
discussions in consciousness-raising and feminist activist groups made 
obvious the need to provide support for survivors of sexual assault. 
Grassroots groups founded the centres and relied heavily on volunteers. 
This newspaper article reports on the Tyneside centre's opening in 1978. 
Rape Crisis England and Wales, Rape Crisis Scotland and the Northern 
Ireland Rape Crisis Association were later established to act as umbrella 
organisations linking up the local centres.  

Categories 
Feminist activism  

Location 
Tyneside, UK 

Southall Black Sisters, an organisation campaigning for women's human rights in 
the UK (20th century) 

NOTE: This is not the location of the centre. 

Southall Black Sisters (SBS) was founded in 1979 to support Black (Asian 
and African-Caribbean) women. It has become an organisation widely 
regarded for its campaigning, lobbying and research work for women's 
human rights in the UK. Shown here are campaign banners and an 
interview with Pragna Patel where she recalls her experience of isolation 
at university and becoming involved with SBS. 

The group was established in Southall, west London to campaign on and 
to support women and children experiencing domestic and gender-related 
violence, including forced marriage and so-called 'honour'-based violence. 
Since then, its remit has broadened, and it has at various times shown 
support nationally for Black women in industrial disputes, those with 

https://artsandculture.google.com/exhibit/the-black-women-s-movement/SAICVgWeiBZ-Ig
https://rapecrisis.org.uk/
https://www.rapecrisisscotland.org.uk/
https://rapecrisisni.org.uk/
https://rapecrisisni.org.uk/
https://southallblacksisters.org.uk/


mental health issues, trafficked women, and those subjected to or at risk 
of virginity testing. At the centre of SBS's work is an acknowledgement 
that migrant women – who may not have family nearby, nor have access 
to public funds – are particularly vulnerable when it comes to gender-
based violence and accessing state services designed to protect survivors. 
SBS offers services in several languages. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality  

Location 
Southall, UK 

Find out more 

Greenham Common Women's Peace Camp (20th century) 

Greenham Common Women's Peace Camp was a 19-year feminist protest 
against nuclear weapons. In September 1981 a Welsh group arrived at 
RAF Greenham Common to protest the British government's decision to 
store 96 cruise missiles at the site. Women formed the camp and began 
to stay at Greenham to continue their protest once it became clear that 
this initial action was insufficient. 

By February 1982 this was an explicitly women-only protest. The 
Greenham women used their identities as carers and mothers to justify 
their argument against the missiles, drawing attention to the safety of 
their children and future generations. This, they said, 'weaponised 
traditional notions of femininity'. Actions included 200 women dressed as 
teddy bears scaling the fences of the base to have a picnic. Despite this 
occasional levity, camping out at Greenham was incredibly hard. The 
women faced intimidation by police and were sometimes attacked by 
those who disagreed with the camp's aims and methods. After 19 active 
years, the camp disbanded in 2000. 

This piece of wire was cut by protesters from the perimeter of the fence 
and sent to author Angela Carter. The photograph shows the 'Embrace 
the Base' protest.  

Categories 
Feminist activism  

Location 
Greenham Common, UK 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/pragna-patel-southall-black-sisters
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/rebecca-johnson-embrace-the-base-at-greenham-common
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Find out more 

Deirdre Beddoe, academic, organises the first conference on women's history in 
Wales (20th century) 

In 1983, Emeritus Professor of Women's History Deirdre Beddoe 
organised the first conference on women's history in Wales at the 
University of Glamorgan. Beddoe was involved in the Women's Liberation 
Movement through the Cardiff Women's Action Group and was a founding 
member of the Women's Archive in Wales. 

In this interview, Beddoe describes how several of her colleagues wanted 
to hold a conference on women's history. Many in the Llafur (Welsh 
People's History Society), which she states was 'a very male organisation', 
questioned who would attend such a conference. However, she persisted 
and recalls that 'about 200 people came' from across the world, making it 
a 'huge success'. The conference increased Glamorgan's student 
numbers, demonstrating the need for research on women's history in 
Wales. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Education  

Location 
Glamorgan, Wales, UK 

Find out more 

Newbridge Women's Support Group, established in response to the 1984-85 
miners' strike (20th century) 

The Newbridge Women's Support Group aided striking pit workers during 
the miners' strike of 1984–85. South Wales was one of the areas most 
affected by Margaret Thatcher's campaign to shut down the collieries, 
which led to one of the most significant instances of industrial action in 
British history. 

The group fed striking miners and their families, aided by donations from 
trade unions, local shops, residents and campaign groups. Their 
community kitchen became so successful that the National Union of 
Miners sent one of its main organisers, Dorothy Phillips, to speak at union 
meetings across the country. When the men weren't picketing, many of 
the town's women would leave the babies with their husbands and go out 
collecting and delivering money and food to members of the community in 
need. Women's support groups, which sprung up across the UK, also 
joined rallies and pickets. In this oral history interview, Betty Cook talks 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/return-to-sender
https://www.womensarchivewales.org/en/about?
https://www.womensarchivewales.org/en/about?
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about the work of Barnsley's Women Against Pit Closures and the 
women's liberation movement. Films such as Pride (2014) and Brassed 
Off (1996) portray women's vital roles in striking communities. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Labour and working-class history  

Location 
Newbridge, UK 

Glasgow Women's Library (20th century) 

The Glasgow Women's Library was established in 1991 by a group called 
Women in Profile. Members of the group – artists, grass-roots activists, 
academics, students and others – had been running events and 
exhibitions to ensure the representation of women's culture during 
Glasgow's year as the European City of Culture in 1990. 

Women in Profile gathered materials relating to its activities and, 
following an extensive consultation and planning process, opened 
Glasgow Women's Library using these materials to form one of their core 
collections. They created the library to recover and promote women's 
history in the UK, and its collections have been growing ever since. To 
support the local community, it has run adult literacy and numeracy 
projects. It also houses the largest lesbian archive in the country, which 
keeps books, pamphlets, banners, badges and other items relating to 
LGBT women's history. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; LGBTQ lives and activism; Culture, literature and arts
  

Location 
Glasgow Women's Library, 23 Landressy Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow, UK 

Find out more 

Liverpool Women's Hospital and the Abortion Support Network (20th century) 

Due to its position by the docks and near a major airport, Liverpool 
Women's Hospital has for many years provided Irish women with 
abortions that were illegal for them to obtain on the island of Ireland. This 
'Ireland-Liverpool abortion corridor' has been a focal point for activists, 
who have accused lawmakers of exporting and ignoring women having 
crisis pregnancies. Many demonstrations by pro-choice groups have 
featured women marching with luggage to symbolise the thousands of 
women who make this journey each year. In 2018 and 2019, abortion 

https://womenslibrary.org.uk/about-us/our-history/gwl-timeline/#event-glasgow-womens-library
https://womenslibrary.org.uk/


was decriminalised in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, 
respectively. 

The Abortion Support Network was established to provide practical, 
emotional and financial assistance to pregnant women travelling to 
hospitals in Great Britain. Through this network, travelling women were 
paired with pro-choice activists who might pick them up from the airport, 
drive them to and from the hospital, and provide them with food and 
accommodation to make their visit more comfortable and affordable. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Medicine and science  

Location 
Liverpool Women's Hospital, Liverpool, UK 

The birth of UK Black Pride, co-founded by Phyllis Opoku-Gyimah (21st century) 

The idea for a UK Black Pride was born in 2005 when a group of queer 
Black women took a bus to Southend-on-Sea, Essex, for a weekend away. 
Co-founder Phyll Opoku-Gyimah encapsulated the need for a Black Pride 
when she said: 'One, we are being black every single day. Two, we are 
dealing with our queerness – whether we are lesbian, gay, bisexual, non-
binary, trans, or gender non-conforming. We are dealing with so much'. 
Opoku-Gyimah and the queer Black women who would found UK Black 
Pride recognised the need for a space designed specifically to celebrate 
their experiences.  

Opoku-Gyimah, widely known as Lady Phyll, initially faced hostility from 
LGBTQ groups when she proposed a Pride which exclusively recognised 
and celebrated the particular experience of people of African, Asian, 
Caribbean, Latin American and Middle Eastern descent. But since 2005, 
UK Black Pride has grown from strength to strength, becoming Europe’s 
largest celebration for LGBTQ people of colour. In 2019, it brought 
together 10,000 people in Haggerston Park. Reflecting on the 2019 event, 
Lady Phyll said: ‘UK Black Pride is a movement of the people, by the 
people and it is you who keep showing up and who keep reminding us all 
that this work matters and that it lands in lives that demand it. As we 
look across the world and see an increasing threat to our lives and our 
humanity, we hope that UK Black Pride is a day that vitalises all of us for 
the work ahead. We matter. We hope that seeing people who look, love 
and feel like you in a space created for you to shine has left you feeling a 
little lighter, a little stronger and a little more hopeful.’ 

Opoku-Gyimah is co-editor of Sista!, an anthology of writings by LGBT 
women of African and Caribbean descent with a connection to the UK, and 
has advised the Trades Union Congress and LGBT charity Stonewall in 

https://www.asn.org.uk/
https://www.ukblackpride.org.uk/blog


various capacities. She refused an MBE in 2016 to protest the 'persecution 
of LGBT people by colonial regimes'. 

Categories 
Race and racial equality; LGBTQ lives and activism; Culture, literature and 
arts  

Location 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex, UK 

Find out more 

Birthplace of Baroness Jane Campbell, disability advocate, activist and peer in the 
House of Lords (20th-21st century) 

Baroness Jane Campbell is a disability advocate and peer in the House of 
Lords. She was diagnosed with spinal muscular atrophy at the age of one. 
In an interview from 2012, Campbell states she is 'there to support 
[disabled people] every inch of the way and get their human rights'. 

After completing her Master's degree at the University of Sussex, 
Campbell co-founded and directed the National Centre for Independent 
Living in 1996. This organisation lobbied for the legal right to a Direct 
Payment for disabled people to pay for their care. Campbell was then 
appointed as Chair of the Social Care Institute for Excellence and the 
British Council of Disabled People. She has made significant advances in 
the rights of disabled people, including contributing to the Disability 
Discrimination Act of 1995. In 2007, Campbell was made a peer in the 
House of Lords.  

Categories 
Parliament and democracy; Medicine and science 

Location 
New Malden, UK 

Museumand founded by Catherine Ross and Lynda-Louise Burrell, the first 
museum in the UK to celebrate Caribbean heritage, culture and social history 
(21st century) 

In February 2015 Catherine Ross and Lynda-Louise Burrell established 
Museumand, one of the first museums in the UK to celebrate Caribbean 
heritage, culture and history. Launched in Nottingham, the museum tells 
the stories of those who moved to the UK in the Windrush era by 
exploring the objects they brought with them. Ross moved to the UK from 
St Kitts aged seven and became a teacher before setting up Museumand 
with her daughter Burrell. They wanted to commemorate and celebrate 

https://www.ukblackpride.org.uk/blog/ukbp-2019-thank-you


the Caribbean contribution to life in Britain, highlighting the histories that 
have often been overlooked and forgotten. They describe Museumand as 
'a museum without walls', with the exhibitions taking on a pop-up shop 
style as they travel across the UK through different schools and 
communities. 

In an event at the British Library, Ross described the Windrush woman as 
'a pioneer …she's bold and she's brave and she's a hero'. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality; Culture, literature and arts 

Location 
The Meadows, Victoria Embankment, Nottingham, UK  

Find out more 

Malala Yousafzai, education activist, graduates high school (21st century) 

In 2016 activist Malala Yousafzai graduated from secondary school in 
Birmingham, England. 

Yousafzai was born in Mingora, Swat Valley, Pakistan in 1997. In 2012, 
while travelling home from school, she was shot by a member of the 
Taliban. She was a young, outspoken advocate for the education of 
women and girls, and she was targeted for this reason. When she woke 
up 10 days later, she was in a hospital in Birmingham. As she recovered, 
she began to attend Edgbaston High School and after receiving her A-
levels, she went to study Politics, Philosophy and Economics at Oxford 
University. 

Following her attack, Yousafzai has used this platform to speak in support 
not only of girls' education but also migrant rights and safety. She has 
criticised Donald Trump's administration for its proposed budget cuts to 
education, on the grounds that education is an important preventative 
tool in the larger project for 'eradicating extremism and ending poverty'. 
She has also objected to his 'sexual harassment and the ban on Muslims 
and racism'. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Education; Race and racial equality  

Location 
Edgbaston High School, Westbourne Road, Birmingham, UK 

https://www.museumand.org/


Find out more 

Say It Loud, a mural honouring Olive Morris by Breeze Yoko (21st century) 

Olive Morris was a Black British community leader and activist in the 
feminist, Black Nationalist and squatter's rights campaigns of the 1970s. 
Morris was born in 1952 in Jamaica and moved to London with her family 
at the age of nine. She became a member of the British Black Panther 
Movement in 1968 and after studying in Manchester became involved in 
local activism in the Moss Side area. In 1974 she co-founded the Brixton 
Black Women's Group. Morris was a founding member of the Organisation 
of Women of African and Asian Descent (OWAAD) in London in 1978, 
which campaigned on issues including immigration and deportation, 
domestic violence, exclusion of children from school, industrial action by 
Black women, policing and defence policies, and health and reproductive 
rights. Morris died of cancer in 1979 at the age of 27 years. 

Her legacy of feminist and Black community activism is still felt and 
celebrated today. In 2017, South African artist Breeze Yoko honoured 
Morris through his mural Say It Loud in Brixton. The mural shows a Black 
girl holding a megaphone and encourages young Black people to speak 
out against prejudice and injustice. You can learn more about Morris and 
how she has been remembered through the Remembering Olive Collective 
and in this article by Angelina Osborne. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; Race and racial equality  

Location 
Blenheim Gardens, Brixton, London, UK 

Find out more 

Paris Lees, journalist and Trans rights activist, becomes the first openly 
transgender woman to appear in British Vogue (21st century) 

Born in Nottinghamshire, Paris Lees is a journalist and transgender rights 
activist. In 2018, British Vogue chose to feature her as one of the 'New 
Suffragettes' in a piece published on the centenary of the 1918 
Representation of the People Act (the act extended the vote to women 
over 30 who met property qualifications). Lees was pictured alongside 
writers, politicians and activists, and in so doing became the first openly 
Trans woman to be featured in British Vogue. She subsequently became a 
columnist for the magazine. 
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Her work and activism has sought to confront transphobia, but she has 
also addressed homophobia, Islamophobia and racism, as well as 
supporting sex worker advocacy groups in their struggle for 
decriminalisation of the sex trade. While Lees is pleased that Trans 
visibility has grown in recent years, she acknowledges that representation 
is not enough, noting that Trans people are still vulnerable to bullying, 
abuse and discrimination. 

Categories 
Feminist activism; LGBTQ lives and activism; Culture, literature and arts
  

Location 
Hucknall, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, UK 
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