
 
 
 

SHADES OF GREY, THE WIMPY KID AND A  
MAGNIFICENT SEVENTH FOR JAMES PATTERSON 

Latest PLR data also shows two literary novels among the most borrowed 
books in UK libraries 

For the seventh year running, James Patterson retains his crown as the Most Borrowed Author in UK 
libraries. No fewer than fifteen books by US thriller writer Patterson also appear in the UK’s Top 100 
Most Borrowed Titles list, according to data released today by Public Lending Right. 
 
Erotic bestseller Fifty Shades of Grey by EL James shoots straight in at No 3 in the Top 10 Most 
Borrowed Titles list, along with two Wimpy Kid titles by hugely popular US children’s writer, Jeff Kinney.  
 
The Most Borrowed Titles list also features two rare Top 10 appearances by literary novels, with Hilary 
Mantel’s 2012 Man Booker winner, Bring Up the Bodies at No 8, and The Casual Vacancy by JK Rowling 
at No 10. 
 
Interesting regional variations are also revealed by the PLR data. Whereas Fifty Shades of Grey was the 
most borrowed book in both Essex and Suffolk libraries, borrowers in London, Northamptonshire and 
Telford & Wrekin preferred Diary of a Wimpy Kid, whilst those in Yorkshire championed Bring up the 
Bodies by Hilary Mantel. 
 
No fewer than six children’s writers feature in the Top 10 Most Borrowed Authors list. Big risers on the 
Top 500 list include children’s author and illustrator, Jeanne Willis (up to 20th from 31st); children’s author 
and comedian, David Walliams (up to 157th from 430th); and two-time Man Booker winner, Hilary Mantel 
(up to 177th from 404th). 
 
It was a less successful year for US romance writer Danielle Steel who drops out of the Top 10 Most 
Borrowed Adult Fiction Authors list for the first time since comprehensive PLR records began in 1988/89. 
 
Top 10 Most Borrowed Authors, 2012/13 (2011/12 position in brackets) 
1. James Patterson (1) 
2. Daisy Meadows (2) 
3. Julia Donaldson (3) 
4. Francesca Simon (5)  
5. Jacqueline Wilson (6) 
6. Nora Roberts (4) 
7. MC Beaton (7) 
8. Adam Blade (10) 
9. Mick Inkpen (9) 
10. David Baldacci (18) 
 
Top 10 Most BorrowedTitles, 2012/13 

1. The Affair Lee Child 
2. A Wanted Man Lee Child 
3. Fifty Shades of Grey EL James 
4. 11th Hour  James Patterson & Maxine Paetro 
5. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Last Straw Jeff Kinney 
6. Diary of a Wimpy Kid Jeff Kinney 
7. Guilty Wives James Patterson 
8. Bring Up the Bodies Hilary Mantel 
9. I, Michael Bennett James Patterson & Michael Ledwidge 
10. The Casual Vacancy JK Rowling 
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Public Lending Right (PLR) was established by Act of Parliament in 1979. It gives authors the legal right 
to receive payment from government each time their books are loaned through the public library system. 
 
Annual PLR payments have become increasingly vital for writers. As the price of books has dropped on 
the high street, the average writer has seen both advances and royalties dwindle.  By 2007, according to 
research by the Society of Authors, the average writer’s earnings had dropped to less than 25% of the 
national average wage with the top 10% of writers earning more than 50% of the total income available 
to writers.  
 
PLR is a source of income that writers do not share with publishers or agents; it does not discriminate 
according to sales figures or celebrity status.  Its principles have not changed for over 30 years, and the 
income it provides for writers is as important as ever. In a survey of PLR’s top earners, 80% specified 
that their annual PLR payment is core to their income. 
 
In February 2014, PLR – now part of the British Library - will make payments totalling £6.1 million to 
22,372 authors. This year’s rate per loan is 6.20 pence. 
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Media Contacts 
 
Caroline Sanderson: 01453 759889 or 07958 558196 or carosande@aol.com  

Susan Ridge at PLR: 01642 604699 or susan.ridge@bl.uk 
 
 
Editors’ Notes 
 
1. On 1 October 2013 the British Library took over responsibility for administering the Public Lending Right scheme from the 

Registrar of PLR. The position of Registrar has been abolished and the PLR organisation no longer exists as a separately 
funded government body. But the PLR team has transferred over to the British Library and the scheme continues to be run 
from PLR’s existing offices in Stockton-on-Tees. 

 
2. PLR is funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) through the British Library. This year PLR is 

distributing £6.1 million to 22,372 authors at a rate per loan of 6.20 pence. Since its inception in 1979, PLR has distributed 
over £144 million to authors. Following the Chancellor’s autumn statement, PLR’s government funding is reduced for 
2014-15 by 1.17% to £6.6 million and for 2015-16 by 1.13% to £6.6 million.  

 
3. Authors are eligible for payment if their PLR earnings reach a minimum of £1. There is a maximum payment threshold of 

£6,600 for the top-lending authors.  This year, 200 authors will receive the maximum payment. 
 
4. British authors qualify for payment from a number of other European PLR systems. These include the Irish PLR system 

which is now administered through the UK PLR office on behalf of the Irish government.  Payments to UK authors from 
PLR systems in countries such as France, Germany, Austria and the Netherlands are distributed by the Authors’ Licensing 
& Collecting Society. 

 
5. PLR’s sophisticated data analysis system (LEWIS) offers public libraries a vital tool to support effective and efficient 

business decisions.  The analysis gives them a comprehensive picture of national reading trends, changes in our national 
and regional reading habits and a fascinating insight into our preferences, pastimes and obsessions. 

 
6. The government has launched a public consultation on its proposal to extend the PLR scheme to cover public library loans 

of audio books and ebooks downloaded on library premises. The consultation document is available on the GOV.UK 
website (https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-the-extension-of-the-public-lending-right-to-rights-
of-holders-of-books-in-non-print-formats). 

 
7. For all the latest news follow PLR on Twitter @PLR_UK. 
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