
 
 
 

 
 

1979-2009: PLR celebrates 30 years of supporting Scottish authors 
 
 
PLR, the government scheme that makes payments to authors for loans of their books from 
public libraries, is celebrating its 30th birthday this year.  To celebrate the anniversary, Scottish 
librarians joined writers including Julia Donaldson (author of the hugely successful Gruffalo 
series) and Theresa Breslin (award winning author of Remembrance) at an evening reception 
at Glasgow’s Mitchell Library on 11th November. 
 
The PLR Act was passed in 1979 after three decades of campaigning by authors. It gave 
them a legal right to payment for public library loans of their books. In the years since then 
PLR has established itself as a key support for authors for whom the annual payment can be 
a life saver and for whom the data provided by PLR on the popularity of their books with 
library borrowers is a real morale booster. 
 
Over 800 writers, illustrators, editors and translators living in Scotland benefit from PLR 
payments each year.  Payments reflect loans of their books from public libraries across the 
whole of the UK. The most-borrowed authors can receive up to £6,600 each year and this is 
essential income for many. 
 
Bestselling author and PLR Board member, Tracy Chevalier, says: ‘PLR is about more than 
money, though of course that is welcome. Getting my cheque each year is a reminder that 
people want to read my books rather than simply own them. They've chosen me because 
they're curious rather than because of a good marketing campaign. PLR provides not just 
financial support, but spiritual sustenance.’ 
 
Loans data is collected by the PLR office from a representative sample of libraries across the 
UK and Scottish library authorities have been involved since the start of the scheme. Their 
participation ensures that books proving popular with Scottish borrowers generate PLR 
payments for their authors. 
 
PLR Registrar, Jim Parker, said: ‘We are delighted to be able to mark 30 years of PLR with 
Scottish authors and librarians here in Glasgow, and are very grateful to the Scottish Library 
and Information Council and Glasgow City Libraries for their generous sponsorship of the 
event. The support of the public library community here in Scotland has been essential to 
PLR’s success and the reception gives us an opportunity to recognise this.’ 
 
 
Media Contacts 
 
For more information about the PLR Scheme, please contact Susan Ridge at the PLR office 
(tel: 01642 604699; email: susan.ridge@plr.uk.com). 
 
For more information about the work of the Scottish Library and Information Council contact 
Elaine Fulton (tel: 01698 458888; email: e.fulton@slainte.org.uk). 
 



Editors’ Notes 

1. PLR is funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS).  Funding for 
2009/10 stands at £7.58 million.  

 
2. In February 2009 - relating to book loans during the period July 2007-June 2008 - PLR 

distributed £6.63 million to 23,773 authors at a rate per loan of 5.98 pence. Since its 
inception in 1979, PLR has distributed over £113 million to authors. 

 
3. There is a maximum PLR payment threshold of £6,600 for the top-lending authors.  This 

year 232 authors received the maximum payment.  In a recent survey of PLR’s top 
earners, 80% specified that their annual PLR payment is core to their income. 

 
4. Authors living in other European Union countries also qualify for payment from the UK 

scheme for loans of their books from public libraries in the UK. Authors living in Ireland are 
the principal beneficiaries. British authors currently qualify for payment from PLR schemes 
in France, Germany, Austria and the Netherlands. Payments are distributed by the 
Authors’ Licensing & Collecting Society (ALCS). 

 

5. The Scottish Library & Information Council (SLIC) is the independent advisory body to 
the Scottish Government on library matters.  SLIC works with the Chartered Institute for 
Library and Information Professionals in Scotland (CILIPS) to support individuals and 
organisations working within information services. The two organizations combine to 
provide SLAINTE which offers Scottish librarians a single on-line entry point to relevant 
information, resources and services.  
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