
 

 

January 2006 – Issue 5 

 
Welcome to PLR News - the newsletter that explains your Payment Statement and brings you the 
latest PLR developments. 
 
The Registrar is delighted to announce PLR’s 2006 payments distribution.  18,587 authors will 
receive payments at a rate of 5.57 pence per loan. 286 authors get the maximum payment of £6,000. 
 
 

RATE PER LOAN RISES TO 5.57 PENCE 
2006 DISTRIBUTION TO BE MADE 7 – 17 FEBRUARY 2006 

 
 

What does my Statement tell me? 

♦ total earnings for the PLR year 1 July 2004–
30 June 2005 

♦ estimated national loans and amount earned 
for each registered ISBN 

♦ how and when I will receive payment 
♦ the nominated bank/building society details to 

which my payment will be credited  

How do I know when I’ve been paid? 

The majority of authors are paid through the 
BACS system and the money is transferred 
directly to their bank or building society account.  
Please check your bank statement for a PLR 
entry – you will find the letters `PLR’ , followed by 
your PLR registration number. 

If you are concerned the money has not been 
credited, please check initially with your bank or 
building society.  If it has not been received, 
please contact us immediately and we will look 
into it. 

What do I do if the bank/building society 
details in my Statement are incorrect? 

Let us know immediately.  We have until 30 
January 2006 to amend details before payments 
are processed. 

Some of my books are missing from my 
Statement – what’s happened to them? 

You will only receive payments in February 
2006 for books registered before 30 June 2005.  
Books registered after that date will be included 
in your 2007 Statement. 

 

 
 

 
 
If it’s an older book without an ISBN that is missing, 
we are no longer able to record these in your 
Statement.  Books without an ISBN are no longer 
eligible for PLR.  For administrative reasons we’ve 
had to remove them from the PLR Register, and they 
don’t therefore appear in your Statement. 

How is my payment calculated? 

We divide the figure for total number of loans of 
registered books into the available funding to arrive 
at a Rate Per Loan.  This calculation also takes 
account of money freed for redistribution by the 
operation of the minimum (£5) and maximum 
(£6,000) payment thresholds. 

For example, if your books have been borrowed 
50,000 times, you will receive £2,785 (50,000 x 5.57 
pence). 

How is loans data collected? 

We collect loans data from the broadest possible 
sample of library authorities nationally and continue 
to increase the number of library branches included.  
We also rotate the sample to ensure that authors of 
local and regional interest have a chance of receiving 
a payment. In 2004–05 we brought in seven new 
library authorities and collected data from over 1,000 
library branches. See the back page for more details. 

What about my privacy and Data 
Protection? 

We can assure you that in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act 1988 all the information that you 
provide when registering your books is only used for 
the purposes of administering payments that may be 
due and promoting the Scheme.  We will not use 
data for any other purpose unless you give us 
separate and specific consent. 
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Not yet a member?  
Here are some of the benefits of joining: 

 
• Individual clause-by-clause contract vetting  
• Advice on any professional issue or problem (including 

copyright, agents, publishers, film options)  
• Free copies of the extensive Quick Guide series (see 

website or phone for details of titles)  
• Quarterly journal, The Author, packed with useful 

advice, information and articles 
• Opportunities to meet other writers, as well as 

publishers and agents  
• Invitations to talks, seminars and regional meetings  
• Membership of specialist groups  
• Free ALCS membership  
• Listing and links on our website and online database  
• Up to 25% discount on books from OUP, Foyles, 

Blackwell’s, Ottakar’s, the Pan and Westminster 
Bookshops. 

 
For further information please contact: 

Emma Boniwell, 84 Drayton Gardens, London, SW10 9SB. 
Tel: 020 7373 6642   Email: membership@societyofauthors.org  

or visit www.societyofauthors.org 
 

A Reminder  
 
♦ You can now register on-line through the PLR website at www.plr.uk.com 

♦ Under the Scheme earnings of less than £5 cannot be paid out.   The payment thresholds will be changing in 
2007. (See the Registrar’s Overview opposite for more details.) 

♦ You must register separately any new editions (eg paperback, large print) of hardback titles you have already 
registered with us as the new editions will have different ISBNs.  

♦ The annual closing date for book registrations is 30 June.  You must register any new ISBNs with us by this 
date if you want them to qualify for payment in the following February. 

♦ If you live in the UK, Income Tax will not have been deducted from your PLR payment.  You should declare 
your payment as income on your tax return. 

♦ If you live abroad the position with regard to deduction of tax depends on whether you live in a country that has a 
double tax treaty with the UK, or not.   Further information is available from HM Revenue & Customs Centre for 
Non-Residents (tel: +44 (0) 151 210 2222).  Information and forms are also available at www.hmrc.gov.uk/cnr. 

♦ Please advise us of any change to your e-mail address as this is used to remind you about the 30 June registration 
deadline. 

 

PLR Request  
 
30% of authors find out about PLR through their 
friends and fellow authors. Do you know of any 
writers, illustrators, photographers, editors or 
translators who may be eligible for PLR but have not 
yet registered? 
 
Please tell them to contact us as soon as possible on 
01642 604699, e-mail us at 
authorservices@plr.uk.com or visit us at 
www.plr.uk.com 
 
 

Working with ALCS  
 
British authors qualify for the German and Dutch PLR 
schemes.  Payments are distributed via the Authors’ 
Licensing & Collecting Society (ALCS).  For more 
information, please contact ALCS tel: 020 7395 0600 
(www.alcs.co.uk ). 
 
ALCS is also representing authors in discussions with 
the government and the public library community over 
remuneration for audio-book loans.  These fall 
outside the PLR Scheme. Payment arrangements are 
likely to be under some form of licensing scheme, but 
precise details are not available yet and await the 
outcome of discussions with the Department for 
Culture, Media and Sport.  

Please check that your name and bank/building society details appear correctly on your 
Statement, and advise us before 30 January of any change. 

 
Please remember to quote your PLR number. 



The PLR Year – Registrar,  Jim Parker gives an overview  
 
As I write this, we’re approaching the Christmas and New Year festivities. It’s the time of year when the PLR team 
allow themselves the feeling of satisfaction that comes with the completion of loans data collection, book registrations 
and payment calculations for another year.  We now look ahead to despatching the payment statements that go out to 
all our registered authors in January and to distributing payments in the first week of February.  This, after all, is why 
we are here.  An added bonus is the increase in this year’s Rate Per Loan, up 6% from last year’s figure to 5.57 pence, 
its highest level to date. 18,587 authors will receive a payment in February, with 286 achieving the maximum payment 
of £6,000.      

Policy, Politics and Partnership 

A big challenge this year has been keeping our running 
costs in line with targets agreed with the Department 
for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) which provides 
PLR’s funding.  As our running costs come out of the 
same fund as the payments to authors, it is incumbent 
on us to keep these to a minimum.  As you will see 
from the Table on the back page, we achieved our 
target of £822,000.  We are always looking for new 
ways to streamline the Scheme’s operation. A good 
example is the on-line registration service. Introduced 
in 2003, it now accounts for 40% of registrations and 
allows us to meet the needs of the growing number of 
authors who have access to the Internet. We look 
forward to extending this service to enable you to have 
direct access to your book, loans and payment details. 
Work on this will begin later this year.    
 
Our 25th anniversary celebrations in 2004 brought 
home to us just how many organisations in the creative 
sector could benefit from our work. We are developing 
a specialist loans data information service – LEWIS 
(Library Enquiry Web Information Service) – which will 
ultimately allow public libraries access to this 
information via the PLR website.   LEWIS provides 
detailed information on the popularity in libraries 
locally, regionally and nationally of books covered by 
thousands of subject categories, from astrophysics to 
gardening, and from travel to children’s poetry. It 
provides a fascinating picture of borrowing trends and 
the nation’s reading habits, and is one of the ways that 
we aim to give something back to the libraries without 
whose help and cooperation the Scheme could not 
operate.  

International News 

It’s been a busy year internationally too.  The EU’s 
Lending Right Directive of 1992 requiring all Member 
States to set up PLR schemes is finally taking force  
 

 
following the threat of court action against several 
countries. We expect developments in Ireland and 
France this year, and we have been helping several of 
the new East European member states get their PLR 
systems off the ground. There are now 21 countries 
with PLR schemes, compared with 14 ten years ago.  

The Year Ahead  

2006–07 will of course have its fair share of 
challenges.  We have to meet tight government targets 
for further efficiency savings;  adapt all our systems to 
cope with the change-over in the international book 
trade from 10-digit to 13-digit ISBNs; and work hard to 
ensure that authors from every ethnic background are 
aware of the Scheme and take advantage of their PLR 
opportunity.  
 
The PLR Advisory Committee, appointed by the 
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport and 
chaired by writer Simon Brett, provides expert advice 
to DCMS on the running of the Scheme.  The 
Committee’s proposals that PLR’s minimum payment 
threshold be lowered from £5 to £1, and that the 
maximum threshold be raised from £6,000 to £6,600 (it 
was last changed in 1989), have been accepted and 
have received parliamentary assent. They will come 
into force next year in time for the February 2007 
payments.   
 
Each February, as your payments arrive, we run an 
extensive media campaign to promote awareness of 
PLR. I hope you catch some of the media coverage 
that we anticipate and I leave you with a headline from 
last year’s campaign. 

 

‘Hip Lit – suddenly books are popular 
again’ 

Sunderland Echo. 

 
 



PLR facts and figures  
 
 
 Payment Date February 2005 February 2006 
 
 
Expenditure 
 
Government Funding £7.38 million £7.41 million 
Payments to Authors £6.54 million £6.59 million 
Running Costs £812,000  £822,000 
Rate Per Loan 5.26 pence 5.57 pence 
 
 
Payment ‘Bands’ No of authors No of authors 
   
£5,000 - £6,000 355* 349* 
£2,500 - £4,999.99 376 390 
£1,000 - £2,499.99 783 782 
£500 - £999.99 911 959 
£100 - £499.99 3,826 3,725 
£5 - £99.99 12,415 12,382 
Total Recipients 18,666 18,587 
 
Nil or below £5 15,809 15,871 
 
 
Book Loans Data 
 
Total UK loans 361 million 341 million 
Loans of registered books 158 million 148 million 
 

 
* Includes 286 authors this year and 285 in February 2005 whose payments were subject to the £6,000 maximum 

payment threshold. 
 
 
 
 
 The following library authorities participated in the PLR sample during 2004-05 
 
 
Wales 

Conwy, Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire 

Scotland 

Dundee, Fife, Orkney, South Lanarkshire 

Northern Ireland 

All five Education and Library Boards 

English Counties 

South East Bedfordshire/Luton, Windsor & Maidenhead, Milton Keynes/Buckinghamshire, Kent, West Sussex  
South West Devon, Hampshire, Worcestershire, Stoke-on-Trent 
Northern Lancashire, Northumberland, Derbyshire/Derby, Nottinghamshire/Nottingham  

Metropolitan Boroughs 

Coventry, Leeds, North Tyneside, Bolton, The Wirral  

London 

Bexley, Brent, Harrow, Kingston-upon-Thames 
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