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Activism  
 
 
 
Jane Hutt on working at Women’s Aid 
 
Understanding the text - Discussion points 
 
“accountability and governance soon came to be quite a challenge for us.” 

 What sort of organisations became involved with Women’s Aid? Why? 
 What were the challenges brought about by official recognition and 

funding?  
 
 
Activity – Is mismanagement of power a male prerogative?  
Individually – think of an example when you have witnessed or experienced 
what you consider to be an abuse of authority. Make a private note of the 
incident. Was the perpetrator male or female? In small groups (3s), share your 
experiences. Discuss why you think the person may have acted like this. How 
could this have been avoided? Try to come up with practical solutions. Could 
different structures be set up to help to balance power? Does speaking up 
against bullying help to prevent it happening? Join up with another group of 3 
and discuss your ideas. Finally – each group of 6 choose 1- 3 points to share 
with the rest of the class. 
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Rebecca Johnson on Embrace the Base at Greenham Common 
 
Understanding the text - Discussion points 
 

 What date was chosen for Embrace the Base and why?  
 Why do you think the protest at the American base was taken up by 

women?  
 
 
Activity – Find out more about Greenham Common and nuclear Cruise missiles 
The camp at Greenham Common generated posters, art and craftwork and 
music. One of the songs, You Can't Kill the Spirit, was a simple melody that 
could be sung collectively and repeatedly (rather like John Lennon’s Give Peace 
a Chance).  
 
In small groups, research the creative work connected to the Women’s Camp. 
Do particular symbols or themes emerge? Do the images or music connect with 
other works from the Women’s Movement or the Peace Movement? Prepare 
your findings to feedback creatively to the class. Make a PowerPoint and / or 
perform the music / sing the song(s).  
 
 
Activity – Create your own protest artwork / poem / musical piece 
Choose a theme that is anti-war and concerns women. This could be something 
happening in the world today. Think of a slogan. Create an image for your 
poster (if you think it needs one – sometimes words are enough). 
 
For your poem / song: In groups of 5-8 people, on thin strips of paper (tear up a 
sheet of A4) everybody writes one line that celebrates life and is against war. 
Each group has to shuffle these strips around to create a poem, editing, altering 
or omitting a line wherever necessary. This part takes discussion and argument. 
When the poem has been polished, it could be performed to the class. Each 
group has to decide how to do this. Parts can be taken for individual words or 
lines and it could be in sung or acted out. Musical groups may like to play an 
instrument – or improvise with finger clicking, whistling, humming or tapping 
together objects. 
 
 
 


