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PROLOGUE by Thomas L Blair 

Determined campaigners have captured the post-Brexit race equality mood 

of Black British people of African and Caribbean heritage. And the divisive 

―One Nation‖ centrepiece of Conservative Party PM Boris Johnson‘s 

election is in their sights. 

Black Britain‘s Brexit Challenge is a collection of articles by Professor Blair 

from his online journal Chronicleworld.co.uk. They cover the tumultuous era of national 

Brexit referenda and elections. The Black response spans the years from David Cameron 

firing the starting gun mid-2016 to Theresa May‘s notable failures to Johnson‘s victory in 

2019 and the nation‘s majority vote to leave the European Union 1 February 2020.  

 The Challenge‘s analysis and presentation exposes what people feel about Johnson‘s dubious 

claims to promote the greater good. Many accuse the government of hypocrisy: of cutting 

safety-net social services while boosting tax cuts and havens for the well-to-do.  

The articles vary in emphasis, but their hot button demands will stir debate:             

Voters And Communities Must Challenge Brexit Failure Syndrome 

 

We Are Policy Watchdogs, Not Lap Dogs. 

 

GET THE FACTS! Debate the Pros and Cons of Brexit 

Condemn Peddlers of Narrow Patriotism 

 

End Commonwealth Secretariat cuts & Increase Aid to Our Homelands 

 

BEWARE Unequal Scramble for Brexit Resources 

We Claim Equal Place in Civil Society 

Not surprisingly, the collection will spark the interest of the socially concerned reader as well 

as decision makers, professionals and students.  It is a curated definitely must-read chart of 

Black Britain‘s challenge in the 2020s Brexit decades. 

Prof Thomas L Blair is the leading digital provider of informed actionable insights on Black 

British people of African and Caribbean heritage and their homelands. His Chronicleworld 

Weblog web site chronicleworld.co.uk and publishing house Editions Blair were founded in 

1997. 

 His print and E-books are held in the British Library Main Catalogue and the Social Welfare 

Portal https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig . And his works are noted in the Library’s archive of “social, 

historic and culturally significant web-based material from the UK domain” UK Web 

Archive https://bit.ly/2OFJfuh. 

https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig
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BLACK BRITAIN‘S BREXIT CHALLENGE 

New Voices in the Public Realm 

1 February 2020 start of the Brexit decades© 

There is one extraordinary effect which so far seems to have attracted very little attention as 

Britain left the European Union, February 1, 2020.  It is Black Britain‘s Challenge to Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson‘s ―One Nation‖ policy as his five-year term in Downing Street 

begins. Their new voices in the public realm will upend his cash boost to favoured regions. 

Thus, confronting the Conservative government with new questions of equality and justice. 

The Johnson ―One Nation‖ boon doggle 

In victory, Johnson pledged a ―One Nation‖ £80bn fund to get the less-developed North and 

the Midlands to the sort of standards of wealth enjoyed in London and the South. This was 

basically a payback to the crossover Labour Party white working class voters that swept him 

into power. No wonder it‘s seen as a politically motivated boon doggle for them. 

Noticeably, experts suggest the new Tory voters are the same English traditionalists who 

insist on the preservation of their white British, Christian and national culture.  Persons with 

these views tend to be deeply opposed to foreigners, dark strangers and Europeanisation. 

Many are openly critical of a distant uncaring politicians and media elites. Their polling focus 

groups are firmly against invasive metropolitan London‘s multiculturalism. Furthermore, 

evidence shows these attitudes can grow dangerously stronger in rough economic times. For 

some a bludgeon against ―the others‖ and a shield from the ravages of debt, lowered status 

and self-esteem. And for others a breeding ground for far right groups and provocateurs of 

violence like Keep Britain White and the United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP). 

The Black response 

As a result, there is a rising tide of opposition to the Team Johnson policy. Black lawmakers, 

think tank strategists, entrepreneurs and academics say the ―Tories have no vision‖. 

Community leaders condemn the dangerous Brexit effects on their local social services, jobs 

and small businesses. 

Black Socialists and labour radicals propose anti-Tory austerity/cuts policies and defence of 

refugees and migrants. Historians and public intellectuals destroy the claims of superior white 

nativism. Transparency activists and bloggers denounce racial injustice. 

Soon the voices will grow louder. The demands to share access to development resources will 

grow more persistent. People say if the ―One Nation‖ mantle is the new norm it must be fair 

and inclusive.  

Why? Because the North and Midlands are also home to hard-hit Black and Asian workers in 

inner city areas of deprivation. These include Toxteth Liverpool, Handsworth Birmingham, 
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Chapeltown Leeds, and the Moss Side in Manchester. Their needs are painfully acute, even 

by the government‘s own race disparity audit. 

To summarise, Prime Minister Johnson has wrapped himself in the ―One Nation‖ mantle to 

appeal to new Tory voters. His thumping ―GET BREXIT DONE‖ slogan won over the 

region‘s poorer, disgruntled normally Labour Party voters. 

Without a challenge, conflicting race-class claims for scarce public and private resources will 

mar the Brexit decades.  Therein lies Black Britain‘s Brexit Challenge: to reshape the 

nation‘s public policies and party politics. This reality should push us all to think more deeply 

about overcoming the underlying negative forces of Brexit. 

READ MORE Check out key themes and ideas, topics and personalities in the 

chronicleworld.co.uk 
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RACE AND BREXIT - CLOSE THE DEMOCRACY GAP  

30 June 2016   

The EU referendum exposed the gulf between the largely Remain Black and Leave white 

London voting districts. Bridging the gap is the paramount duty of metro-citizens and all 

political party leaders. 

Significantly, remainers topped the charts with three quarters of the turnout in five boroughs: 

Lambeth, Hackney, Haringey, Islington and Camden. Experts say they featured in the 28 

London borough‘s 2.2million votes that bucked a national trend. The divided camps and 

differing views are clear. Black Londoners, minorities and the foreign born were in the 

vanguard Remain camp. 

By contrast, white lower-skilled and older voters boosted the Leave campaign. They secured 

Leave‘s 1.5million votes in Barking and Dagenham, Bexley, Sutton, Havering and 

Hillingdon. 

Reports show that Leave campaigners – Michael Gove, now candidate for Conservative Party 

leadership, Boris Johnson MP and Nigel Farage MEP – failed to take to the bully pulpit for 

tolerance. Thereby amplifying the worst pro-white nationalist instincts in a generation. 

London‘s Black African, Caribbean, Asian and foreign-born people are rightly sceptical of 

doom and gloom predictions. They stand against race/cultural strife, penury and 

―Kristallnacht-like” pogroms. 

Curbing the hatred that destroys urban democracy is a paramount duty. London‘s metro-

citizens favour political leaders who will shape a 21st century of equality of opportunity and 

cultural coexistence. 
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BLACK BRITAIN – IN OR OUT OF EUROPE? YOU DECIDE 

20 June 2016 © 

The Voice, Britain‘s sole Black 

newspaper, has declared allegiance to 

REMAIN in the European Union.  

Three Black MPs say LEAVE. 

Nevertheless, our guest columnist 

Alex Pascall OBE says YOU 

DECIDE as EU referendum race goes 

to the wire.  

Britain in or out, where do you want 

us to be? Your vote counts (use it or 

regret it).  

Young or old we must all face reality. The decision of this European Union (EU) referendum 

vote will shape the future destiny of the UK for good or ill. 

The vote could support the view that Britain can go it alone, with a fortress-like mentality of 

‗them and us‘. Alternatively, it could rebrand a nation that believes in unity and collaboration 

with European countries.  

To be or not to be in Europe that is the question. The Voice says stay in for ―More jobs. 

Lower Prices. A stronger economy to protect our NHS―. Rebel ―least Black‖ Conservatives 

Adam Afriye, James Cleverly and Kwasi Kwarteng say, ―Leave‖ the deeply troubled EU. 

Arguably, this EU vote — stay or go — is more important than last year‘s national General 

Election. Britain‘s future is in peril. We are all at a crossroads. We take the uncertain road of 

Brexit (leaving the EU) or we vote to remain in the EU. 

Either way, the result is on a knife-edge. This means your vote is crucial. 

In this heightening battle, duty calls us to play a voting role. Each vote counts: 

―Let your vote be your decision 

To decide who wins this referendum‖. 
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WHO HAS THE SOVEREIGN POWER TO SECEDE? 

26 June 2016 © 

David Lammy MP for Tottenham has tweeted a bold stand against the 

―madness‖ that infected the in-or-out debates and the popular vote to exit the 

European Union 

―Wake up. We do not have to do this. 

We can stop this madness through a vote in Parliament.‖ 

But what‘s the basis for this brave claim? With a bit of reading up on British law, I pose this 

question for your considered opinion, comment or corrections: 

In Great Britain, who or what institution has the authority to enter into or secede from 

international treaties: The people, the government, Parliament, The Crown? 

Comments on ―BREXIT – Who has the sovereign power to secede?‖ 

―The British Parliament is sovereign and it is accountable to the people — but through 

elections at which we choose those whom we want to represent us, not through referendums. 

To rub in the point, Members of Parliament are representatives, not delegates, the difference 

being they are there to decide what in their judgment is good for us and the country, not 

simply to do what we say.‖ 

http://www.standard.co.uk/business/anthony-hilton-why-we-may-remain-even-if-we-vote-

leave-a3272621.html 

Further Comments 

Trends and analysis shows that the Brexit camp did not have answers from the beginning as 

to where they were taking the country, all they did is played on the minds of the deprived by 

using false representation which they knew would get them to vote with hearts instead of 

heads. Alex Pascall 

gvrm@email.com 

Editor’s Note 

 ―It was already clear before the Brexit vote that modern populist movements could take 

control of political parties. What was not clear was whether they could take over a country 

like Britain. Now we know they can‖. Source: Tony Blair in The International New York 

Times. The Opinion Pages June 24, 2016 

  

http://www.standard.co.uk/business/anthony-hilton-why-we-may-remain-even-if-we-vote-leave-a3272621.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/business/anthony-hilton-why-we-may-remain-even-if-we-vote-leave-a3272621.html
mailto:gvrm@email.com
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UMUNNA‘S VOTE LEAVE WATCH-ERS URGE NEW CONSENSUS ON 

BRITAIN‘S FUTURE 

24 July 2016 © 

BREXIT myths of ―greater 

prosperity‖ all add up ―to lower 

investment, fewer jobs, and 

higher prices,‖ Labour‘s 

Streatham MP Chuka Umunna 

has warned. 

He cites popular distrust of Vote 

Leave ministers in charge of 

Britain‘s EU exit and key 

departments like Transport, 

Environment and International 

Development. 

Mr Umunna said, ―senior pro-Brexit politicians had accused Remain campaigners like me of 

engaging in ‗Project Fear‘. But the truth is that they themselves were peddling ‗Project 

Fantasy‘.‖ 

They claimed that leaving the EU would free up £350milllion more every week to spend on 

the NHS. However, the minute the polls closed on June 23 ―the Brexit battle bus went into a 

screeching u-turn‖ 

Umunna‘s Vote Leave Watch campaigners will ―hold them to account for their overblown 

promises‖. The goal is to ―forge a national consensus on a way forward for our country‖, he 

said. 

A worthy cause, perhaps, but he and his Watch-ers will have to broaden their appeal, 

particularly to younger and ethnic voters. 
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―AFTER BREXIT, A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL‖ 

UK clergy urge reconciliation to heal growing moral crisis 

 5 August 2016© 

Amid rising Christian concern, Methodist 

Canon Margaret Swinson has pledged support 

for “those suffering from racism and 

xenophobia”. The goal is bishops, clergy and 

laity working together to bridge “the gulf 

between our government and those under most 

pressure in our society”. 

The growing clamour came as both the Church 

of England and Methodist Church have encouraged members to lobby their MPs in protest 

against ―the divisive EU referendum campaign‖. 

Blogging online with the Student Christian Movement, Canon Swinson said, whilst Leave 

voters are not all racist, ―it is the case that some of the dissatisfaction in our society is finding 

its expression in the xenophobia which has exploded across our country in the last two 

weeks‖. 

However, Canon Swinson said ―It is not the racism of ignorance which people, like my 

mother, experienced in the late 1940‘s and 1950‘s – or the sort of racism I experienced as a 

primary school child or when I lived in particular parts of Liverpool 36 years ago. It is no 

longer a matter of colour, it is pure xenophobia‖. 

This unwarranted hatred is ―experienced by those who are seen as ‗other‘, whether their 

families have been in England for weeks or for generations, whether they are from the North 

American continent, or from Asia, whether they are in their 70s or, very sadly, in nursery or 

primary school‖. 

Therefore, whether Leave or Remain, the task is to build a country where ―all will be valued 

as uniquely created and gifted by God and can reach their potential for the good of all‖. 

By chance, her article ―After Brexit, a Light at the end of the 

Tunnel‖ reflects the message of a pioneer soul-saver, Samuel 

Adjai Crowther (ca. 1806-1891). The first African Anglican 

bishop wrote, 

―From out the darkness gleamed a single star, 

… a blessed sight 

Which many grateful saw, and kneeling there 

Heard first the tidings of Salvation near‖. 

Picture courtesy of Theology   
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CARNIVAL, TOURISTS GAIN AS POUND PLUMMETS 

23 August 2016 © 

Brexit‘s weakening pound is a welcome gift to the Notting Hill 

Carnival that draws two million people to the streets on August bank 

holiday. Now in its 52
nd

 year, Britain‘s biggest street festival is a 

prime target for European tourists. 

Straight after the referendum, the pound fell to its lowest value for 

over 30 years, according to finance experts. The decline stands at 

10% and 15% lower against most other currencies including the Euro. 

This means that carnival travel and accommodation costs will be cheaper for foreign 

festivalgoers, especially for international students. The extra Euros they spend enjoying the 

sights and delights of carnival could be a bonus. Especially for cash-strapped carnival 

organisers, designers, steel bands, workers and local traders. 

However, don‘t let this ―added tourist value‖ distort your perception of community carnivals. 

This one is historic. The Notting Hill Carnival is the most famous creative response to the 

racist attacks against Black peoples in the district, 30 August-5 September 1958. 

Therefore, ―We ‗ting‖ celebrates a strengthened African Caribbean identity in Britain and 

Europe. With confidence, Black London welcomes national diversity, EU and overseas 

tourists. Post-Brexit the overwhelming message is that the #NottingHillCarnivalmattersforall. 
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RACE-POST-BREXIT – BLACK POLITICAL ELITES BRISTLE WITH INTENT, BUT 

CAN THEY DELIVER? 

Six key principles that should guide their way 

© 20 September 2016 

In all the post-Brexit bloodletting, opposing Black political 

elites Chuka Umunna and Kwasi Kwarteng went head-to-

head on the Channel 4 News with Cathy Newman. 

Exit-eer advocate Kwarteng, Conservative MP for the 90% 

white and leafy Spelthorne, battled for the ―Better times to 

come‖. Ditching the European Union secures a renascent 

Britain of free trading and soaring economic progress, he said. 

Of Ghanaian heritage, Kwarteng trumpets the view that ―Britain has a great future outside the 

EU and can thrive as an independent, self-governing country.‖ 

In contrast, the free market orthodoxy is a costly choice for unprotected workers and 

vulnerable social groups, said the remainer Umunna, Labour MP for Streatham, home to 

many Caribbeans and Africans. Of Nigerian British heritage, he chairs Vote Leave Watch 

―the grassroots campaign to hold Brexit leaders to account for their overblown promises‖. 

Whether you are in one camp or another or ―don‘t know‖, beleaguered Black voters and 

communities risk exclusion. Post-Brexit, they must embed their civil rights ideas in public 

policy and party politics. 

Here are six key principles to guide the journey into uncharted territory 

1. Black voters should be watchdogs, not lap dogs. 

They must raise the alarm against post-Brexit rhetoric and media manipulation of popular 

prejudices. This means monitoring and exposing the Conservative government‘s hastily 

proposed race audits and party political ―Get Blacks on Board‖ campaigns. 

The Tories have staked a claim as the ―the party of Britain‘s ethnic minority voters‖. Tory 

Asian big hitter Sajid Javid, the new Communities cabinet secretary, leads the Modern 

Britain call for a ―black and minority ethnic manifesto‖. Labour‘s London Mayor Sadiq 

Khan, himself of Asian heritage, installed a bi-racial tsar for ―social integration of racial 

minorities‖. 

The political elites bristle with intent. Nevertheless, the challenge is self-evident. Why? 

Because it‘s widely recognised that no party or government can claim a democratic mandate 

while failing to attract Black and minority ethnic support. 
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Yet, the strategies are dangerously devoid of Black voter participation, leaders  and 

community control – a glaring exclusion in one of the world‘s most densely populated 

multiracial and culturally diverse capitals. 

2. Black voters and communities must challenge the Brexit failure syndrome 

Xenophobic and race related hate crimes are deplorable. Notably, the UK Equal and Human 

Rights Commission report condemned the dangerous rise of attacks spurred by the deeply 

polarised EU referendum vote. 

Promoting the safety and well-being of children in school and on the streets is urgent. Parents 

and teachers must address the long-term effects of Brexit-fuelled abuse. Teaching children 

the A B Cs of racial literacy is essential. These include awareness of danger, building love of 

self and community and countering prejudices and negative stereotypes. 

3, Get The Facts! Debate the pros and cons of Brexit.  

Fact-gathering organisations are essential allies. Black legal, police associations and research 

experts  are the sorely needed friends in court and parliamentary advisors. Prominent 

democracy advocates are a boon. They can help marginalised and vulnerable communities 

assert their rights. 

Why do anything you might ask. Because reason and vigilance are the essential danger-

limitation strategies in the cut and thrust of post-Brexitism. Evidence shows that white 

privilege restricts Black life chances in many sectors of society. 

4. Black politicians and communities must condemn the peddlers of narrow patriotism 

Once demonised themselves, people of colour have a firm antipathy towards all UK 

restrictions on freedom of movement.  Equally, they reject all forms of ―aggressive 

nationalism‖ and ―crude populism‖. Therefore, they must use their knowledge and experience 

to defeat ignorance and baseless fear of strangers. They know that every human rights 

declaration supports this view. The earliest is the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights(UDHR) adopted by the United Nations Assembly in 1948.  Witness the Treaty of 

London 1949 that founded the Council of Europe. Furthermore, the UK Human Rights Act 

1998 and the Equality Act 2010 outlawed discrimination on the grounds of race and religion, 

among other issues. 

5. Black Britons must call for government policies and programs that strengthen their 

homelands 

The heated Brexit encounter of opposing Black political elites on national television may be 

more important than we think. Experts say leaving the EU will surely weaken development 

initiatives in vulnerable African, Asian and Caribbean countries. This means lost existing 

preferences and £hundreds of millions in export duties, according to the distinguished 

Commonwealth Secretariat series Trade Hot Topics. 
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Hence, the urgent need to ensure UK‘s new found trade policy sovereignty reverses the 

trends. Brexit must improve economic recovery in the colonies and client states. Furthermore, 

advocates say £30 billions of extra funding will help to increase food production, education 

and health services in the poorest countries. 

Bold leadership can make this happen. Clearly, the record number of 12 African-origin MPs 

have a crucial role to play. They must work to transform the UK-Commonwealth 

development agenda. [For party memberships, committees and financial interests 

search http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/  and consult Operation Black 

vote www. obv.org.uk] 

6. BEWARE the Unequal Scramble for Brexit resources 

Inevitably, Brexit heightened the conflicting claims of UK minorities to scarce public and 

private resources. It‘s each for themselves and fierce competition with all others. 

Thus, Blacks, who are perhaps the weakest of all national groupings – by race, religion, age, 

gender, class, nationality and region –  have to work harder to move up the queue. Basic 

tactics include mobilising communities, communication skills, capital and confidence. 

To level the playing field, they must urge government to prepare guidance for fair play rules, 

regulations and mediation. As a result, Black political elites, voters and communities may 

gain a place in the key post-Brexit sectors of influence: public policy and party politics. 

LET THE GRIOTS, THE PRAISE SINGERS, SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS  

Photo source: Ch4 news. left, Kwasi Kwarteng and Chuka Umunna with Cathy Newman, 

presenter 

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/
https://chronicleworld.co.uk/2016/09/20/race-post-brexit-black-political-elites-bristle-with-intent-but-can-they-deliver/Brexit.rtf
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BLACK BREXIT MANIFESTO: Homeland Opportunities or Second Empire 

13 March 2018  

Amidst fears of a Second British Empire, the UK exit from the European Union threatens to 

reinstall the dependence of Commonwealth African and Caribbean homelands of the Black 

British diaspora. 

Thanks to the UK, they have had preferential trade access to the EU market.  But Brexit is a 

game-changer. The question now is how can Commonwealth African and Caribbean 

governments ride piggy-back on Britain‘s new global trade deals. Furthermore, how can they 

develop bilateral agreements themselves with the major global players including China, India 

and the US. 

Therefore, now‘s the time, as the 2018 Commonwealth meeting convenes in London in April, 

for Black Britons to call for government policies and programs that strengthen their 

homelands 

Experts say leaving the EU will surely weaken development initiatives in vulnerable African, 

Asian and Caribbean countries. This means lost existing preferences and £hundreds of 

millions in export duties, according to the distinguished Commonwealth Secretariat series 

Trade Hot Topics. 

Hence, the urgent need to ensure that Brexit safeguards and expands economic recovery in 

the colonies, territories and client states. Furthermore, advocates call for an inclusion rider. 

At least £30 billion of extra funding is needed to increase food production, education and 

health services in the poorest regions. 

Bold Black leadership can make this happen. Clearly,  African-Caribbean-origin MPs have a 

crucial role to play. They must work to transform the UK-Commonwealth agenda. Action – 

with diaspora communities, non-governmental organisations and friendly development 

experts – is urgent.  The goal is a danger limiting and opportunity enhancing manifesto for 

African and Caribbean homelands. 
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BLACK BRITONS STALLED BREXIT 

No leaving EU without Parliament‘s consent 

11 January 2017 

Win or lose the Supreme Court ruling this month, Race and 

Brexit is something special. Two public figures of 

British/Guyana heritage stalled Brexit, the government‘s 

triggering Article 50 without the consent of Parliament. The 

favourable High Court verdict in 2016 forced Prime Minister 

Theresa May to make a humiliating appeal. 

The case for Parliament’s sovereign power 

Gina Miller led the challenge. The investment manager 

turned philanthropist said she had no stakes in the outcome. 

She brought the case ―for all of us‖ 

David Lammy, Labour MP for Tottenham, campaigned against the 

―madness‖ exit vote‖. [See Chronicleworld ―Who has the sovereign 

power to secede‖]. 

Race hate sullied the judicial 

process                                                                

Miller, the lead claimant, plead her case amidst widespread racial 

acrimony.  Threats of violence disrupted her ―normal life‖ and public appearances. ―Kill her: 

she‘s not even British, read one tweet‖, which she refuted. 

Political operatives sought to derail the court case. As if to add insult to injury, John 

Redwood MP, a Conservative Party watchdog, defended the Leave vote, and dismissed the 

Miller court action as ―an irrelevance‖. 

Differing media support sovereign power 

The debate over Art 50, and Brexit, is less complicated than it often seems. Expert journalists 

on newspapers traditionally in opposition agree. 

―Brexit means Brexit, but Parliament is Parliament. MPs must vote on how we leave,‖ said 

The Telegraph. At risk, The Observer said, is a ―fundamental principle of British democracy 

that parliament is sovereign. Not the government. Not the executive or a self-

selecting clique …‖ 

Black public intervention supports democracy 

http://europe.newsweek.com/lead-brexit-claimant-gina-miller-flooded-racist-death-threats-after-high-court-516992?rm=eu
http://europe.newsweek.com/lead-brexit-claimant-gina-miller-flooded-racist-death-threats-after-high-court-516992?rm=eu
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/dec/04/gina-miller-supreme-court-judges-brexit-case-vilified
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/10/brexit-means-brexit-not-an-end-to-parliamentary-democracy-mps-mu/
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All await the judge‘s decision this month. The chances are they may reject the government‘s 

appeal. Therefore, delaying Britain‘s EU departure until lawmakers vote. This will frustrate 

the May government that has yet to lay out its Brexit plan. 

Whatever the verdict, one thing is certain. The court case that stalled Brexit demonstrated the 

new role of Blacks in the public realm. 

Defending her personal motivations to LBC radio listeners, Miller insists her only desire is 

―to see British law implemented properly‖. A sentiment that has gained the support of 

thousands, and the admiration of Black Britons who overwhelmingly voted to Remain in the 

European Union. 
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BLACK LABOUR REBEL WITH A CAUSE CHALLENGES LEADERSHIP ON BREXIT 

VOTE 

11 February 2017 © 

Clive Lewis, shadow business secretary, gave clear 

warning. He aimed to honour his commitment to his 

Remain-voting constituency, even if it meant challenging 

his boss. He did just that with his fight back letter to 

Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn. his close ally on the 

left of the party. 

―When I became the MP for Norwich South I promised my constituents I would be 

―Norwich‘s voice in Westminster, not Westminster‘s voice in Norwich‖. I therefore cannot, 

in all good conscience, vote for something that ultimately goes against the wishes and 

interests of the constituency I have the honour to represent, love and call home.‖ 

Furthermore,  ―I‘m resigning … ―because I feel I must vote against the government‘s bill as it 

stands,‖ Lewis said as he joined around 50 MPs voting against triggering Brexit negotiations 

in the Commons. 

No stranger to world politics of war, and climate change, he spoke out on immigration 

and nuclear weapons during his campaign. The  former BBC political editor and veteran of 

the Afghanistan war has said it is time to learn from the past and not make the same mistakes 

over Syria. 

A  Labour ―role model‖ and Black moderniser, Lewis, like Dawn Butler, defied the party 

line. Their fellows had argued forcefully that Brexit was disastrous for the nation and hard-

pressed communities. Yet, when told to, they backed Article 50; some, no doubt with heavy 

hearts. 

Lewis denies  rumours  that he plans to be a challenge candidate in a fresh Labour leadership 

election, particularly because Jeremy Corbyn‘s decision to order his MPs to back the bill 

angered many  party activists. ―It‘s a load of bollocks‖ he told the Eastern Daily newspaper. 

One thing for sure, Lewis and Butler have modeled a new role for Blacks aspiring to high 

political office. Getting a seat at the Cabinet table, however worthy integration seems, does 

not mean you have to be a robot. 

Photo:MP Clive Lewis Photo: Rex/ The Telegraph 

  

https://twitter.com/labourlewis
http://www.chartist.org.uk/category/chartist/page/7/
https://chronicleworld.co.uk/uncategorized/meet-the-black-modernisers/
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BLACK BREXIT MANIFESTO: Homeland Opportunities or Second Empire 

13 March 2018  

Amidst fears of a Second British Empire, the UK exit from the European Union threatens to 

reinstall the dependence of Commonwealth African and Caribbean homelands of the Black 

British diaspora. 

Thanks to the UK, they have had preferential trade access to the EU market.  But Brexit is a 

game-changer. The question now is how can Commonwealth African and Caribbean 

governments ride piggy-back on Britain‘s new global trade deals. Furthermore, how can they 

develop bilateral agreements themselves with the major global players including China, India 

and the US. 

Therefore, now‘s the time, as the 2018 Commonwealth meeting convenes in London in April, 

for Black Britons to call for government policies and programs that strengthen their 

homelands 

Experts say leaving the EU will surely weaken development initiatives in vulnerable African, 

Asian and Caribbean countries. This means lost existing preferences and £hundreds of 

millions in export duties, according to the distinguished Commonwealth Secretariat series 

Trade Hot Topics. 

Hence, the urgent need to ensure that Brexit safeguards and expands economic recovery in 

the colonies, territories and client states. Furthermore, advocates call for an inclusion rider. 

At least £30 billion of extra funding is needed to increase food production, education and 

health services in the poorest regions. 

Bold Black leadership can make this happen. Clearly,  African-Caribbean-origin MPs have a 

crucial role to play. They must work to transform the UK-Commonwealth agenda. Action – 

with diaspora communities, non-governmental organisations and friendly development 

experts – is urgent.  The goal is a danger limiting and opportunity enhancing manifesto for 

African and Caribbean homelands. 

Your views and comments are welcome. Please share this article with your followers on 

social media, Facebook and Twitter. 
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BLACK TEENAGERS AND THE 2017 ELECTIONS — VOTE FOR GREATNESS IN 

COMMUNITY AND NATION 

Your generation has a chance to make its mark         25 April 2017 

The Disenfranchised Generation can make a difference now. Black teenagers are poised to 

put their mark on Britain‘s most consequential elections in recent history. 

The fight is about what vision of Britain will dominate your future.  Parties opposing the 

government‘s re-election Brexit strategy have set their eyes on you. They aim to corral 

750,000 just-turned 18-year-old voters. Among them, Black novices have a chance to deliver 

their own top-of-the-list concerns. 

So far, the June 8 elections have not attracted much excitement. There is no full-throated 

rebuke of the Conservative government‘s anti-European and restrictive immigration policies. 

Policies that may set the country on an uncertain path at a critical moment. 

Yet, one thing is clear for Black communities and voters. This 2017 election will be won 

or lost on domestic, not solely on foreign policy issues. 

Here are some action-thoughts for Black novices as they head to the polling stations. 

Housing, jobs, health and opportunities are still at crisis point, and may get worse. Race and 

faith attacks  are already high over Brexit. 

Renewing neighbourhoods and hostile living conditions needs more than talk-talk. Better to 

light a candle than shout against the spectral darkness. 

―Poor-me‖ moans will not banish two under covered issues — homelessness and human 

trafficking. And it turns out they go together. The Balm of Gilead won‘t protect homeless 

youth at great risk of being trafficked for sex. 

Furthermore, teenagers must vote to curb knife crimes. This scourge of Black families is 

hovering on the edge of self-genocide. On this issue, voting a politician in or out is more 

effective than your loved ones tears. 

Black teenage voters need to seize this historic opportunity. They can vote for an outreach to 

immigrants, acceptance of different faiths, as well as ethnic diversity. They can challenge 

―British first‖ policies that are dangerous and sectarian. 

In London, where Blacks voted overwhelmingly to Remain in the EU, they can target 

45 Labour MPs, 26 Conservative MPs, and two  Liberal Democrat MPs. The key ideas and 

strategies are clear: 

 Organise political self-education 

 Draft Youth Priorities and write a Social Contract to influence political action 

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/projects-and-publications/employment-3/race-and-class.html
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Labour_Party_(UK)
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Conservative_and_Unionist_Party
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Liberal_Democrats_(UK)
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 Participate in citizen consultations, human rights clubs and workplace activities 

 Create online platforms and radio programs to broadcast youth‘s concerns 

Moreover, there is one over-riding task for  new Black teenage voters: that is to support 

creative action to heal a politically fractured country. Greatness is in your hands. 
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BLACK CHURCH LEADERS SHAPE NEW SPIRIT FOR BREXIT BRITAIN    04 June 

2017 

Prayers are not enough for our people or for the nation. ―We need to 

empower Faith groups for action in the political process‖ say 

Britain‘s Black-led Christian churches as GE 2017 comes to a 

climax. 

This is the message from the National Church Leaders Forum 

(NCLF) to parishioners and policymakers. They don‘t invoke divine 

authorship but claim the moral high ground for their followers, 

society and nation. 

Crucially, evangelical and pentacostal preachers say their congregations are tired  of second-

hand living in marginal areas. Moreover, dramatically direct, leaders condemn Brexit 

Britain‘s ―ideological imperialism‖, a stranglehold on their homelands. 

A recent leadership meeting proposed over 48 key recommendations and action points. Co-

chaired by Dr R David Muir and Pastor Ade Omooba they targeted nine key policy arenas: 

–  Church and Community 

–  Policing and Criminal Justice 

– Prisons 

–  Mental Health 

–  Voting and Political Mobilisation 

–  Family and Marriage 

–  Youth and Education 

–  Media, Music, Arts & Culture 

–  International Aid and Development 

Significantly,  political evangelists are strengthening the Black Church. The reverends Muir 

and Amooba have expanded Black-majority church expertise. Dr Muir is a political scientist 

and theologian with a doctorate in Political Theology. Omooba heads the Christian Concern 

& Christian Legal Centre and supports the Maryland comprehensive secondary school, 

London. 

In addition, Pastor Agu Irukwu is a law graduate from the University of Warwick, a barrister 

and former investment banker. Prominent co-religionists include Reverend Yemi Adedeji, Dr 
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Jonathan Oloyede, Reverend Kingsley Appiagyei, Dr R. David Muir, Reverend Esme 

Beswick, and Bishop Wilton Powell. 

Pastor Agu expressed Black leaders concerns to the Archbishop of Canterbury at their 

farewell reception for him. With passion, enthusiasm and vision he said, ―We are in a big 

crisis of trust in our institutions, politics, media, The BBC, and even in our churches. The role 

of the church here and in other parts of the world is to create a trustworthy public conscious‖. 

 

Timely and powerful words. But will the message have its intended effect on election day? 

What‘s your opinion? Will the Black Christian message move people from dispirited 

onlookers to committed and informed voters? 

We‘ll be scouting the Race, Faith and Equality programs and progress until the GE 2017 

results are in. 

Hallelujah/photo copyright Editions Blair 
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BREXIT AND GINA MILLER‘S ―RISE‖ 

New role for Black Britons in the public realm     31 December 2018 

Gina Miller‘s book RISE should inspire the Remainers in the British 2016 

referendum. And the rest of us as well. The remarkable writing and 

campaigning of this Windrush heir has foreshadowed a new role for Black 

Britons in the public realm. 

―There were times, after the Brexit court case, when I was repeatedly told I 

was the most hated woman in Britain‖, she recalls. Despite the bullies and 

the brickbats that followed, this confident woman of Guyanese heritage — an 

entrepreneur, a model, a domestic abuse survivor, and mother of a disabled child – survived. 

And in RISE she recounts her life lessons in speaking out, standing tall & leading the way. 

To me, the best part of her story tells of fighting injustice. It is a deeply personal and painful 

contribution to the #MeTo movement against sexual harassment. She was a target not just of 

sexist and racist abuse, but physical threats to her and her family. 

Nevertheless, Miller advises ―It is when things feel the most uncertain…that we must dig 

deep‖. 

―That‘s when we must rise up and be more vocal,‖ says the founder of endthechaos.co.uk 

―If we hide, she warns, society ―might be transformed into a hostile, alien environment in 

which we have no say and where things we love and value no longer exist‖. 

Her commentators agree. RISE shows Miller is ―Unapologetic…and impatient to make a 

difference‖, says Afua Hirsch, writer, broadcaster, and journalist for The Guardian newspaper 

RISE is living proof that ―Change happens when individuals speak truth to power ―, says 

June Sarpong MBE and British television presenter. 

What struck me about Miller‘s RISE is that in one extraordinary action, the one-time staunch 

Labourite thrust her campaign into the murky political arena. Speaking out, she says the 

nation and the Windrush heirs are threatened by the government‘s Brexit deal. Opposition 

party leader Jeremy Corbyn should ―ensure there is an option for remain in the parliamentary 

vote‖. So that ―the people of the United Kingdom through parliament can end this chaos‖. 

Pressing her views more broadly, the anti-Brexit campaigner urged students at her former 

school Hurstpierpoint College and Littlehampton Academy to take collective action. . 

―People say that you get the politicians you deserve. Well, I look at the current crop and ask 

what did we do wrong, to deserve this lot? 

Awakened from their slumber they should ‗rise up‘ and ‗swamp‘ their local MPs with phone 

calls, emails and letters. ―You are the people who we‘re relying on to remind us of our 
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consciences, to remind us about the human values we seem to have lost in this country,‖ she 

said. 

Moreover,  ―The foundations this country was built on, of empathy, integrity, individual and 

collective responsibility, seem to have been worn away. And you young people are going to 

have to rebuild those foundations.‖ 

Recalling her own painful litany of name calling, castigation and repugnant behaviour, Miller 

abhors the current dire state of British politics.  ―Undermining rational debate or voices of 

concern and common sense, and silencing opposition through venomous personal attacks is 

now the order of the day,‖ she says. For remedial action she quotes the feminist author 

Rebecca Solnit, saying ―‖Who is heard and who is not defines the status quo. ―However by 

redefining whose voice is valued, we define our society and its values‖. 

These sentiments carry over from her professional experience and legal studies at the 

University of East London. Miller‘s ―True and Fair Campaign, calls for an end to rip-offs and 

dubious practices in the UK investment and pension industry. She aims for 100 per cent 

transparency of fees and holdings, as well as the introduction of a Code of Ethics. 

Her commentators offer fulsome praise. ―Gina Miller‘s wisdom and courage have revealed 

the truth in a historical battle for democracy ‖, said actor Vanessa Redgrave. 

―Her story will shame those who preached freedom but showed intolerance,‖ said Alan 

Rusbridger, former editor-in-chief of the Guardian. 

Life‘s lessons are at their best when the furious Miller speaks out about racism and its impact. 

In the chapter ―Skin and Silence‖, she investigates ―Britain‘s racism epidemic‖ using herself 

as a potent case study. 

―Wounds are being re-opened. Racism is attaching itself like a virus to the weaknesses in our 

societal body,‖ she writes. The uplift in hate crime after the Brexit referendum cannot be 

separated from the death threats she continues to receive daily. 

However, the limitations of her sub-title ―Leading the way‖ are evident. RISE reads too much 

like a tale of innocence betrayed. Miller appears to be a hard-done-by ex-colonial who simply 

wants to make the master better at social relations. 

But this sentiment doesn‘t chime with the times. Rather it reflects her arm‘s length distance 

from the contemporary political scene. 

Seriously delimiting state power requires the allegiance of trending Black voters. It needs the 

firm support of parliamentarians, such as the vocal Remain campaigner David Lammy, MP 

for Tottenham‘s increasingly Black and minority population. Progressive journalists, 

researchers and civil-rights organizations could be formidable allies. 
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This said Miller deserves a commendation. She beat the system though she never held any 

kind of political authority, nor had any real role as a public figure. She didn‘t stop Brexit. But 

she did prove that women like her can openly challenge authority. And Miller did it in one of 

the most fraught socio-political environments in recent history. 

Miller‘s RISE is a page-turner with a message. Inspired by Maya Angelou‘s fierce defiance 

in ―Still I Rise‖, she condemns the growing climate of hostility, hate and 

defamation.  Moreover, she believes she has voiced a ―rallying cry‖ for other women to make 

their voices heard. Just the kind of gendered public intellectual Black Britons and the nation 

need. 

Cover photo: Gina Miller, RISE, Canongate Publishers.  
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THE NEW BLACK ALPHA-GENERATION POST-BREXIT  

 27 June 2019 © 

 

Kids and tablet, OfCom Report 

Will they lead the call for Equality? The Chronicle World tells who they are and their 

importance 

After the in-or-out Brexit chaos is resolved, there‘s one thing for sure. The race question will 

still remain in a divided nation. And Black Britain‘s Alpha Generation, the kids born after 

2010, have a chance to lead the Call for Equality and Justice. 

But it‘s feared they‘ll fall prey to consumerism.  Obsessed with buying things and stuff. 

Drugged on mindless What‘s App-ing. And ignore the unmet demands of the Grenfell Tower 

survivors and the toilers of the Windrush Generation – their forebears… 

Here is a downloadable check list on the origins, challenges and what the Alpha Generation 

means for the future. 

Origins 

The Alpha Generation, the distinct offspring of Millennial parents,* were born literally with a 

smart phone in their hands. They, wake up with a tablet and go to bed with a smartphone on 

their pillow. 

 They prefer to communicate via images, texting and voice control. Tablets are their 

favourites — particularly popular among younger children like them. 

A majority of three- to four-year-olds (55 per cent) are reported to use a tablet. And more 

than 40 per cent among five- to 15-year-olds own a smartphone and tablet, according to 

official reports on children‘s media use.* 
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Of course, there is a downside. 

The naysayers – worried parents, teachers and child psychologists – are up in arms. They 

understandably worry about children‘s smart media use. The dangers of obsessive over use, 

visual and lessening human interaction are ever present. 

No doubt the Alpha kid‘s media use makes them prey to false news and child abuse. 

Furthermore, they could fall victim to the dulling drugs of mindless chit-chat and the 

glittering allure of consumerism. 

This is not surprising, because even at just five years old generation the Alphas are inundated 

with compelling digital ads. 

81% of parents with children this age say they watch videos or play games on an electronic 

device on a daily basis. The result is useless ―Google brains‖ that hinder proper schooling, 

say experts. 

Time to think positively about Black Britain’s Alpha Generation 

Nevertheless, I sense there is something about the Alpha kids that makes them so important 

for Black futures in Britain. And, here‘s why. 

Young Generation Alpha will grow up interacting with AI and robots, as well as humans. 

They will play with connected games and toys which respond to commands and demonstrate 

emotional intelligence.  

They will be at ease with devices that interact with the World Wide Web and mobile 

operating systems. This makes them the most technologically Black generation ever. 

As they grow older and develop verbal skills, voice communication with devices will become 

common.  By the time they are past their teenage years, their emerging social consciousness 

will be positive and uplifting. 

They‘ll trigger social movements with their smartphones, browsing software and mobile 

operating systems. Handy instruments to gain compensation for their Windrush forebears and 

aid the justice claims of the Grenfell Tower fire survivors. 

New Alpha Generation, New goals, New challenges post-Brexit 

The working Black Alpha Generation will take on jobs in the burgeoning IT industries. 

Chances are that many will eschew formal higher education and opt for cheaper online 

learning. 

New entrepreneurial abilities will take shape. The best minds will add a human dimension to 

robotics. 
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Furthermore, activists‘ data-crunching algorithms will span the African and Caribbean 

Diaspora net-ways. To create new digital net-links across inherited divisive colonial, class 

and island/continental rivalries. 

They‘ll develop the Instagram, Facebook and SnapChat posts that provoke the best ―likes‖ 

from their followers. 

Going viral with the best ideas and responses they will influence hundreds, maybe thousands 

– possibly millions — of bloggers and tweeters. 

This will add a layer of accessible own-defined, Afro-centric and digitised information about 

Black culture and identity. 

In their maturing years from 2020 to 2030, the Alpha Generation will have the social media 

savvy, and skills to face up to – and erase — continuing public policy hostility to Black 

people. 

Activists and their social, political and intellectual allies will develop a whole new 

understanding of what it means to be Black, proud and progressive. 

Impossible dream or perfectably doable? 

So, will the Alpha Generation make a difference? What will they draw from Black British 

culture and what will they bequeath to it? Can they be the harbingers of a prosperous and 

progressive next phase of Black History? And make Britain a fairer place? 

They can if they confront race discrimination policy issues in the public realm and: 

 Focus attention on online activism in areas outside formal political participation; 

 Promote the new digital technologies that can help information-poor Black 

communities. 

 Highlight urban issues, past and present, that impact on Black Britons; 

Will Black Futures be brighter or in peril post-Brexit? 

No one knows the answers. But I am convinced that, despite all the race-based 

marginalisation, the Black Alpha Generation can make a difference. They‘ll have the ability 

to radicalise, reinvent and add something distinctive to the core of being Black and leaders in 

a post-Brexit more democratic Britain. 

*NOTE 

The Millennials are individuals and parents born between the early 1980s and early years of 

the 21
st
 century. 
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The Communications Act 2003 placed a responsibility on Ofcom to promote, and to carry out 

research in, media literacy. Photo by 

OfCom. https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/134907/Children-and-

Parents-Media-Use-and-Attitudes-2018.pdf 

  

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/134907/Children-and-Parents-Media-Use-and-Attitudes-2018.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/134907/Children-and-Parents-Media-Use-and-Attitudes-2018.pdf
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BLACK BRITONS COUNTER THE THREATENING BREXIT EFFECT   11 August 2019  

Winning Black civic empowerment and esteem is never easy. The drive to exceed and excel 

has stretched for several life times. Some say centuries. 

Sometimes every setback seems like utter defeat.  The language of the hostile Brexit 

environment threatens a baleful and chilling effect. Yet, Black folks keep coming on in their 

own matchless ways. Coping and capturing every victory they can. 

These thoughts came to mind as I compiled this August month‘s web chat. Clearly, optimistic 

persistence remains the right attitude to Act, Aspire, Achieve and Advance. 

Black Legislator Condemns Prime Minister Johnson’s No-Deal Plan 

David Lammy MP slams Boris Johnson for plotting to force the UK out of the EU with No 

Deal even if he loses a no-confidence vote in Parliament. ―These are the actions of a dictator, 

not a democrat‖, he says. 

Twitter @DavidLammy 

The pan-African Perspective on Brexit 

The political commentator Asari Sobukwe‘s video focuses on educating the African and 

African Caribbean communities of Britain about Brexit. The trade union activist, with parents 

from Barbados and Dominica, views Brexit through the prism of African History and world 

affairs. https://www.panafricanthought.com/video/the-african-perspective-on-brexit/ 

Black activists aim to gain  not  lose post-Brexit:  

As the UK prepares to leave the EU, The Momentum Black Caucus [MBC] has launched a 

campaign to re-invigorate Black political mobilisation. Organisers are on a national speaking 

tour of Black Communities.  They are promoting a Black Agenda – of immigration, 

education, employment and housing topics. The Labour Party focused group avows that  ―this 

is a key moment in our nation‘s history‖. 

https://blackmomentum.org.uk/ 

Youngsters deliver letter to Boris Johnson for swift action on knife crime 

100 Young people have called on the new Prime Minister Boris Johnson to take urgent action 

to tackle the knife crime crisis. They urged him to make it a ―top priority‖ and presented a 

12-point manifesto on what they think would make the streets safer. 

https://www.itv.com/news/2019-08-08/youngsters-call-on-johnson-to-take-urgent-action-on-

knife-crime/ 

Local action on local issues is crucial 

Notting Hill Carnival organisers say it is vital to own the most popular money spinning 

annual event. https://nhcarnival.org/#/936691967557/ 

https://www.panafricanthought.com/video/the-african-perspective-on-brexit/
https://nhcarnival.org/#/936691967557/


34 

 Black Britain’s Brexit Challenge 
 

 

Grenfell: make tower blocks safe. #DemandChange say campaigners 

Two years after Grenfell people are still going to bed at night with no sprinklers, dangerous 

cladding and unfit fire doors. It is time to demand change. This message of survivors and 

bereaved families of the Grenfell Tower fire. ―We‘re determined that a tragedy like this never 

happens again‖. https://support.grenfellunited.org/ 

Walking Tour: Island of Brixton 

Led by Kelly Foster, London Blue Badge Guide and Public Historian, This walk explores the 

forgotten stories and lost sites of post-war Brixton, its connection to the passengers on the 

ship MV Empire Windrush, and the men and women from the Caribbean who made their 

home in Lambeth. Saturday, August 31, 2019, 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM Black Cultural 

Archives 

Lord Herman Ouseley says football needs coaches ―from all backgrounds‖ 

Why aren‘t there more black and Asian managers in English football? Lord Herman Ouseley 

says the game needs to ―build a base of coaches from all backgrounds‖. 

https://twitter.com/bbc5live/status/930328473129963520 

Graduating Young Leaders Applauded 

Campaigner Leroy Logan says we‘ve just started our #YoungLeadersGraduation2019 at 

@WestminsterCath. He reports the heartfelt keynote speech from @JennetteArnold to 

graduates and their family & friends. Logan is a former superintendent in the Metropolitan 

police and leads the Black Police Association Charitable Trust. Twitter@LeroyLogan999 

―Massa day done‖ 

Black British campaigners recall that over fifty-seven years ago, Trinidad‘s Dr Eric Williams 

rocked the West Indian psyche with his speech at the ‗University of Woolford Square‘ in Port 

of Spain. That iconic moment spawned a new consciousness among our peoples and political 

class, they say. 

https://guyanatimesgy.com/massa-day-done/ 

Throwing off the shackles 

August marks 181st anniversary of Emancipation of Africans in British Caribbean where 

their ancestors had been enslaved.  #emancipationday BlackHistoryStudies @BlkHistStudies 

Tribute to Dorothy Kuya, Liverpool anti-racism campaigner 

The high-profile Dorothy Kuya Memorial Lecture  takes place in the city on the eve of 

Slavery Remembrance Day (23 August). Johny Pitts, a well-known commentator on Afro-

European identity will praise her work at the National Museums Liverpool. 

Black British women writers helped shape world culture 

Ignored in most history books, New Daughters of Africa, An International Anthology of 

Writing by Women of African  Descent by Margaret Busby sets the record straight. 

Showcasing the work of more than 200 women writers of African descent, this major 



35 

 Black Britain’s Brexit Challenge 
 

 

collection celebrates their contributions to literature and world culture. 

https://myriadeditions.com/books/new-daughters-of-africa/ 

Jamaica celebrates with 3 gold’s at Pan Am Games athletics, 2019 

It was Jamaica‘s day. The gold medal wins came just a day after Independence Day on Aug. 

6. ―It‘s great to give our country something to cheer about‖ said the winners as  Reggae 

music blared from the loudspeakers at the Atletico stadium, Lima, Peru. 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/ap/article-7335863/Jamaica-celebrates-3-golds-Pan-Am-

Games-athletics.html 

Black British History Book Launch with Hakim Adi 

Leading Black British Historian, Professor Hakim Adi , and a panel of guests discuss untold 

stories and share themes from his new book, Black British History. Friday, August 16, 2019 

6:30 PM 8:30 PM Black Cultural Archives 

Pupils Need Inspirational Black Volunteers 

‗The Lambeth Schools Partnership is looking for inspirational Black volunteers to share their 

personal, academic and professional experiences with Black Caribbean pupils from year 7 – 

9. 

Patrick Vernon @ppvernon 

London Africa Centre gets 21st Century refit 

Leaders say ―We are very excited for the redevelopment and regeneration of the Africa 

Centre to become a fully fit for purpose cultural space for the 21st Century and beyond‖. 

Twitter@TheAfricaCentre 

British Black Panther Movement’s political ideas, leaders and legacy remembered 

Kehinde Andrews remembers the UK Black Panthers and the generations that followed them. 

The professor of the first UK Black Studies degree in Birmingham draws on a wealth of 

archive material to explore the Panther legacy in a BBC program series. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0007b0y 

  



36 

 Black Britain’s Brexit Challenge 
 

 

DYNAMIC WOMEN OF COLOUR SPUR ‗ANTI-BORIS/BREXIT‘ CHALLENGE 

MPs Butler And Abbott, Investment Manager Miller Lead In The Public Realm   1
st
 October 

2019 

MPs Diane Abbott, left; Dawn Butler, right; Jeremy 

Corbyn, centre 

―Black history is British history‖, proclaimed Dawn 

Butler MP Labour‘s Shadow Women and Equalities 

Secretary at the Labour Party Conference 2019 in 

Brighton. 

Unleashing a staccato of damning phrases, the first elected African-Caribbean woman to 

become a Government Minister in UK said: 

 ―There needs to be a greater understanding of Empire, colonialism, and imperial 

migration. 

 False framing of these histories reinforced the artificial separation between their 

history and our history. It reinforces an ‗us‘ and ‗them‘. 

 This false division can develop into hate‖. 

These ills must be remedied, said Butler, 49, of British Jamaican parentage. And she 

promised aid to the most affected groups: 

―If you are in social housing, if you are LGBT+, if you are straight, if you are a traveller, if 

you struggle to pay rent, if you wear a hijab, turban, a cross, if you are black, white, 

Asian…you  have a future and you are worthy of equality dignity and respect‖. 

Emancipation Education in schools will trail blaze this promise, she said. And pledged 

support for the Bernie Grant youth leadership programme, named after the first Black male 

member of Parliament. 

Tories: no vision, only division 

Diane Abbott MP directed her fire at the Prime Minister.  ―Boris Johnson and his Tories have 

no vision for our country. Only division, said Labour‘s Shadow Home Secretary, speaking to 

the Labour Party conference. 

As she warmed up to her theme, Abbott, 65, said: ―the government‘s own race disparity audit 

highlighted that its policies have had a detrimental effect on Black, Asian minority ethnic 

people‖. 
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To remedy these deficiencies, Abbott of Jamaican heritage said―We WILL end the Windrush 

scandal. We WILL ensure justice for Grenfell. 

 And we will uphold all the rights of the EU 3 Million. 

 We will tackle the scourge of knife crime and the underlying causes of crime. 

 We will repeal the 2014 Immigration Act and end the Tory ‗hostile environment‘ ―. 

Veteran of the Black Radical tradition of Bernie Grant and the first Black MPs elected in 

1987Abbott pledged:  ―We will create a standalone women and equalities department headed 

for the first time by a Secretary of State‖. 

She hammered home this crucial policy, saying ―the fact is that Black women can be 

discriminated against because they are both Black and a woman‖. The conference exploded 

with a round of applause for the country‘s first black woman MP as well as the longest 

serving Black MP in the House of Commons. 

Forcing government’s hand 

Jubilant Gina Singh Miller celebrated her latest victory against the 

government.  The momentous ruling that Prime Minister Boris Johnson had 

unlawfully suspended Parliament was a triumph.  After all, she did the leg 

work, took the case to court and put in the time, said a seasoned observer. 

Unbowed, the investment manager and philanthropist has faced years of 

gender bias, death threats and racist taunts. Writing in her acclaimed book 

RISE, Gina Miller, 54, of British Guyana heritage, said: ―When we speak up 

as women, we must own the space we are in and not let others encroach on it. That‘s not a 

hobby: that‘s a mission‖. 

Noted for her business-like approach to social issues, a kind of ―caring capitalism‖,  Miller 

wrote ―No one is ever going to convince me racism is acceptable, just as I‘ll never believe 

that giving women the right to vote was wrong.‖ 

Called ―a heroine for our times‖ Miller‘s book RISE spells out her ―Life Lessons in 

SpeakingOut, Standing Tall & Leading the Way‖. 

TOGETHER We Advance Further, Faster                                              

MPs Butler and Abbott and entrepreneur Miller  have raised the concerns and perspectives of 

women of colour in public affairs. Moreover, they have targeted a can‘t-miss opportunity to 

place gender and racial equality in the annals of Black History and British governance. 

Sources 

Saturday 21 September 2019 / 4:19 PM Dawn Butler / Women and Equalities 

https://labour.org.uk/category/latest/press-release/dawn-butler/
https://labour.org.uk/category/latest/press-release/women-and-equalities/
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Sunday 22 September 2019 / 2:34 PM Diane Abbott 

Gina Miller https://binged.it/2oVK3Rw 

Gina Miller photo (Picture: Tolga AKMEN/AFP/Getty Images) appears in METRO 25 

September 2019 

  

https://labour.org.uk/category/latest/press-release/diane-abbott/
https://binged.it/2oVK3Rw
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ORDER! BLACK LAWMAKERS PRAISE RACE-POSITIVE JOHN BERCOW 

But can they tag a  post- Brexit Diversity, Equality Agenda to his Successor? 

12 September 2019 © 

The outpouring of political sentiment by prominent Black 

lawmakers David Lammy and  Dawn Butler for the departing 

John Bercow, Speaker of the British Parliament is 

unprecedented. 

They heaped praise on his hitherto unheard of chairing of debates on institutional racism, 

diversity and social equality. Qualities widely acknowledged as Mr Bercow announced his 

resignation by October 1
st
. 

Bercow — a brave voice in riotous and scandalous times 

Lammy praised Mr Bercow, who also heads the Commons Representation and Inclusion 

Committee, as ―A welcome voice in this noisy world of moneyed oafs belching their 

jingoism, he brings style, civility, and Shakespearean rhyme. A true freestyler‖. 

He applauded Mr Bercow‘s ―exceptional bravery in recalling the House to debate after the 

riots of 2011.  And granting my urgent question that allowed the revelation of the Windrush 

scandal that involved people with Caribbean backgrounds‖. 

―Thank you, also, for appointing Rose Hudson-Wilkin as the Chaplain when the 

establishment might have preferred a different choice‖, said Lammy [of the Church of 

England priest of Jamaican heritage]. 

Positive on race equality 

Dawn Butler, Shadow Secretary of State for Women and 

Equalities, recognised Mr Bercow‘s positive qualities. 

―Parliament… [is] ranked as one of the best 100 employers at the 

race equality awards; that is because of your guidance and 

leadership. And thank you for appointing Rev. Rose‖. 

―We have also had the first Muslim Serjeant at Arms and the first female Clerk Assistant of 

the House, and young people being allowed to debate in this Chamber has come under you, 

Mr Speaker. 

―There are also all the charity events that you have held in Speaker‘s House. She recalled the 

Windrush gathering and Black History Month. I could go on about all that you have done to 

modernise this place, and I thank you from the bottom of my heart, Mr Speaker‖. 

Black lawmakers can set the agenda for the next speaker of the house 

Praising the retiring Mr Bercow cannot be the end of the matter. The future of aspiring Black 

British and minority ethnic communities is far from secure. 
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Therefore, the task of Black British parliamentarians of all stripes is clear. Harvest the 

Bercow equality agenda, developed in his game-changing 10 years in office. Tag it to his 

successor and signal broader ideas –about the nature and authority of a Speakers‘ power for 

good. 
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ARE BLACK LONDONER‘S FUTURES SAFE IN THE BREXITEERS HANDS? 

The Goal Is PROGRESS: Countering Threats and Enhancing Opportunities in the Nation’s 

Capital 

15 November 2019 © 

Re-defining the Black presence in the BREXIT 21
st
 century will be a formidable task. 

Especially for Black Londoners, the most significant concentration of Africans and 

Caribbeans in Britain.  

Black Londoners have been shaping their histories for centuries. Settlers in Georgian times 

escaped the lash of their colonial masters. Latterly, the Windrush generation made their way 

to the ―mother country‖, their centre of the world. This timeline reflects their courage and 

concerns. 

However, there is a salutary lesson here. Evidence shows Black Londoners are colour-coded 

out of the economic, social and cultural opportunities their white neighbours take for 

granted.  Distant and uncaring politicians woo voters with promises of national renaissance. 

Yet, their schemes of economic efficiency and growth are a real ―coo-coo soup‖ for people of 

colour. Even the in-work but poor Blacks have been left behind, and may be slipping farther 

out of reach. Promoting their advancement in all Brexit political debates is essential. 

However, I must pause. Recent evidence shows that upward social mobility – which is all the 

rage — is a ―comforting illusion‖. Many Blacks no longer earn enough to escape poverty. 

The bright Black poor have been held back for decades, according to authoritative reports. 

There is not enough Room at the Top, admit the most progressive politicians, echoing the 

film that roused popular working class expectations. 

Therefore, it is up to Black Londoners to counter wounding threats and forge long denied 

opportunities. 

Certainly, progressive groups will shape the politics of the city‘s changing race-class 

demographics for good purpose. For example, Africans are now the largest group of Black 

British. As such they are an added power source for progress. Significantly, also, they add a 

new diaspora dimension to ―being Black‖ in politics, community service and enterprise. 

Black Britain‘s Brexit Journey‘s key ideas and strategies are clear: 

 Organise political self-education 

 Draft  a Social Contract to influence political action 

 Participate in citizen consultations, human rights clubs and workplace activities 

 Create online platforms and radio programs to broadcast youth‘s concerns 
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This added demographic will power a surge in Black political activity in a city where more 

than a third of the rising population of 7.5m will be African and Caribbean and Asian and 

―minority ethnics‖. This will empower them as electoral majorities in inner London boroughs 

where they reside. 

Furthermore, Black strivers and aspiring achievers will advance in the emergent class 

mobility charts. (The old was a severely divided tripartite of upper, middle and working 

class). 

In the more fluid and porous divisions of the 21st century, they will aim to move upward rank 

by rank — from the most precarious underclass where many are to emergent public service 

workers to well-off technical and established middle classes. 

Some Black personalities and multi-millionaires in sports, fashion, pop culture, crime, 

business, and politics, may even be accepted in the highest rank of elites. 

However, vanguard activists and allies understand that progress is based on two key game-

changing movements: collective action for social justice and changing the shape of the urban 

economy. 

Expressing this solidarity, Black public intellectuals will forsake the ivy towers of academe 

and link high theory to popular forces. Political and community leaders, workers and youth, 

and their allies will rebrand ―being Black‖ as a positive force for change for all deprived 

sections of London. 

These restless currents will relieve some of the terrors of disadvantage facing Black 

Londoners In the earliest Brexit decades. However, as the one-third Black, Asian and 

Minority ethnic groups increase to 40 per cent of the capital‘s population, thrust upwards in 

civil society and economy, and forward for race equality and justice, they will broaden the 

capital‘s democratic base. 
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