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Preface 
This eBook commemorates the historic opening of Bernie Grant MP’s 

Parliamentary Black Caucus meeting of Black and Asian politicians and 

academics. It was convened with The Centre for Research in Ethnic Relations 

(CRER), at the University of Warwick, Coventry, and attended by the US 

Congressional Black Caucus and civil rights organisations, 1st and 2nd, 1989. 

Featured speaker and consultant Professor Blair said, “Long-term success 

requires appropriate government policies and private initiatives for urban 

regeneration in inner city multi-ethnic areas.”  

He led discussions to carry forward Bernie Grant’s vision of a new independently 

funded metropolitan institute for applied urban research. In addition, Professor 

Blair urged the meeting to undertake this task, acting with and on the behalf of 

all those who seek a better urban prospect.  

  



Round-Table Conference Of African And 

Asian Politicians And Academics 
Convened by the Parliamentary Black Caucus (PBC) and The Centre for Research 

in Ethnic Relations (CRER), at the University of Warwick, Coventry, December 

1st and 2nd, 1989. 

  

NOTES FOR A SEMINAR 

FOCUSING ON THE RESEARCH NEEDS OF BLACK PEOPLE IN PUBLIC LIFE 

By Professor Thomas L. Blair, Urban Development Consultant  

The 1990s begin as a period of uncertainty for Blacks in Britain. The new roles of 

local authorities in education and community care, and the effects of 

government policies for urban regeneration, will have their impact on the ailing 

inner cities where many Black people live. Major questions will have to be 

answered. How to consolidate and advance the progress already made in the 

fields of equal opportunities and justice? What strategies are necessary to meet 

changes in the urban economy affecting the hopes and aspirations of those who 

are disadvantaged? How to require enhance the capacity for Black people and 

other minorities to define, articulate, and otherwise pursue their interests in a 

competitive and often hostile policymaking environment?  

 

Establishing a factual base for policy decisions is of crucial importance in 

answering these questions. Black policy makers can benefit from research 

information and insights that can assist them in charting the direction, intensity 

and rapidity of positive change for Black communities. Equally, Black scholars 

need to explore and be sensitive to issues confronting Black public figures and 

help them in formulating guidelines for action on behalf of Black communities. 

Providing An Information Base  

Today, what Black elected officials and other leaders urgently require are 

accurate facts about the socioeconomic condition of the Black population. 

Scholars and Researchers, for their part, need to pull together a large body of 

local and national data to assess how Blacks live today. This will indicate the size 

of the gap between their present situation and their hopes and aspirations.  

Demographic information is needed on the major indications of social and 

economic wellbeing for each metropolitan area : the number and percentage of 

Black residents ; the number and percentage of Blacks living in inner city areas 

versus suburban areas ; labour force participation and employment rates;  

income and earnings; housing, health and educational attainment ; poverty 



rates; and family structure. An additional requirement, and a crucial indicator of 

Black economic development, is information on the Black economic indicator, the 

buying power of Black people, about which we know very little. 

 

Action On Policy Issues And Concerns  

 

With the inception of the inaugural seminar of the parliamentary Black Caucus 

early in 1989 came a clear signal from the Black community on some of the 

major socioeconomic issues that must be addressed by researchers and by the 

Black leaders seeking Black support. These include the need:  

• To address the policy implications of the shortage of affordable, decent 

homes for lower-income groups.  

• To shift the focus from the supposed deficiencies of the minority children 

to addressing the institutional barriers to academic progress, at all levels of the 

educational system.  

• To find creative remedies to reverse the bleak trends in Black 

unemployment, locally and citywide, to integrate the workplace and to reduce 

the growing racial disparities in employment.  

• To examine the policy implications of Black over representation as welfare 

dependants and in prisons and mental institutions.   

• To expand the involvement of Black enterprise in the local and national 

economy and in exports and trade.  

• To examine the patterns of charitable appeals among Blacks and the fund-

raising techniques to which they are most responsive.  

• To take steps to strengthen Black-led institutions: educational, welfare, 

religious, political. 

• To examine the implications for Black people of the national budget, cuts 

and allocations, and to consider local options for generating income and 

earnings.  

• To gain advantage from an accurate census in 1991, and to take steps 

reduce the undercount of Blacks and ethnic minorities and the impact of the 

undercount.  

• To continually review the criteria for immigration and the flow of 

newcomers from the third.  



    The Inner City  

The city, its problems and opportunities, provide the essential context within 

which the resolution of many of these issues can be secured. Today in Britain, 

the issue of urban regeneration is high on the national political agenda. This is 

especially important for Black people who are disproportionately concentrated in 

inner city areas of greatest deprivation.  

Overcoming inner city decline and minority disadvantages is a major challenge 

to Black politicians, planners, small businesses and citizen and voluntary groups. 

Policy research is needed on the range of equal opportunity policies and 

programmes. They need to ensure that urban regeneration offers substantial 

benefits to Blacks and ethnic minorities. Special efforts are required to shift the 

political debate. This means shifting the focus from issues of marginal 

incremental gains to fundamental changes in the magnitude and deployment of 

available economic resources.  

 

At the grass root level, there is serious concern about the rapid growth of larger 

and poorer racial enclaves in inner city public housing estates. Policy research, 

based on wide ranging consultations, needs to identify developmental needs in 

these Black communities, and their aspirations and potentials.  

Innovatory strategies must be developed for social, technical, design and 

financial solutions. These should include plans for necessary social infrastructure, 

tenant estate management, training, job creation and small enterprise 

programmes.  

    Research Impacts For Public Policy  

Independent, Black-led research to impact on public policy in legislation, and 

government and private action is essential. Targets reviewing the experience at 

the local authority level. Change is needed to support of Black business funding, 

eliminate unlawful discrimination in public housing, and achieve greater 

representation of Blacks as school governors. For each case, a basic inventory 

can be compiled: who did the research: what research was done? What was the 

problem or issue being addressed? What were the results, and how can they be 

applied elsewhere?  

Comparative investigations are a fruitful method of research, especially 

examining the experience of Black-led policy research and advocacy 

organizations in America. In education, there is the example of Black lawyers 

who argued the case of Brown vs. Board of Education leading to the famous 

desegregation decision, based on the work of Professor Kenneth Clark and 

others.  

The Joint Centre for political Studies in Washington, DC contributed to the 

expanded scope and significance of the voting Rights Act. In addition, the U.S. 



Congressional Black Caucus has developed an alternative federal budget for 

Black and minority Americans based on a wide range of socio-economic 

research. Two additional examples merit mention here:  

Minority Business:  

Congressman Parren Mitchell and others - the minority Business Brain Trust and 

the National Association for the advancement of coloured People (NAACP) – 

initiated research that led to national authority to enact “set aside” requirements 

for government procurement contracts. Legal mandates have required that 

minority entrepreneurs get a certain percentage of all government contracts. In 

UK, for example, the need might be to examine the record of government 

contracting to see what percent of all contracts are going to Black business.  

 

  



Second Round Table Conference  

of African & Asian Politicians and 

Academics  
Convened by the Parliamentary Black Caucus (PBC) and the Centre for Research 

in Ethnic Relations (CRER) at the University of Warwick, Coventry, February 17, 

1990 

Professor Thomas L. Blair, Rapporteur  

The following list has been compiled from notes taken during the “Black People 

into the Nineties. Agenda for progress” Inaugural Seminar of the parliamentary 

Black Caucus. April 1, 1989, and the first meeting of African and Asian Ethnic 

Relations, December ½ 1989. Its purpose is to assist the positive impacts on 

public policy issues of special concern to Blacks in Britain. (Refer also to “Notes 

for a seminar focusing on the Research Needs of Black People in Public Life”.)  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND JOBS 

• The Buying power of Black people 

• Black population in various socio – economic categories  

• Goals for Black community economic development 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

• Black over-representation  

• Government strategies for addressing Black unemployment  

• Alternative strategies  

• Self-help initiatives 

• Access to quality education and training  

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

• Financing new economic opportunities and access to capital  

• Contract compliance 

• Minority set asides in awarding of municipal contracts.  

• Minority participation in pension Funds  

• Access to training  

• International trading / investment opportunities  



EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN LABOUR MARKETS  

• Equal access in all labour market opportunities  

• Affirmative action: Legislation and enforcement 

• The Race relations Act: strategies for reinforcement  

• Getting organized: selective purchasing campaigns etc.  

• Blacks in the public and corporate sector  

EDUCATION & SCHOOLS  

• Strategies for reducing dropouts, truancy and underachievement.  

• Access to resources for inner-city schools: the impact of ILEA’s abolition  

• Black institutions, incl. opting out and supplementary schools  

• Anti-racism or multi-culturalism 

• Black History and Black Studies   

FURTHER EDUCATION 

• Black under-representation in tertiary education 

• Quantitative and qualitative approaches to progress  

• Student loans and access  

• Trend data on Blacks in Higher Education  

TEACHERS  

• Racism in the teaching profession and educational policies 

• Trend data on Black Teachers and Administrators in schools 

PARTICIPATION  

• Strategies for the involvement of Black Communities 

• Networking and Communication  

BLACK POLITICAL BEHAVIOUR  

• Party allegiances  

• Gaining recognition within parties 

• Voter registration and its gains to: a) parties, b) The communities 



• Building alliances: with whom, why and when 

• What role for Black politicians, public figures and communities  

 

RELIGIOUS GROUPS  

• The role of Black-led churches, Temples and mosques:  

• As agents for social and political change: in leadership, community 

organization and social service.  

THE MEDIA AND BLACK JOURNALISTS 

• The role of the Black press  

• Deregulation and its effects 

• Black broadcasting (radio and TV)  

• Impact on Black community of allocation of local radio “ethnic” franchises.  

• Campaigning for recruitment, advance and retention of Blacks in 

information-based industries, publishing and printing.  

CULTURE / ARTS  

*Formulating an overall cultural strategy and investment in new opportunities 

for local artists and arts projects 

*Increasing Black representation in colleges of arts, music etc. 

THE FAMILY, CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

• Ensuring the Future of the Black Child: Educational Equity, Excellence and 

opportunity.  

• The Black elderly and long-term care  

• Black women in the home and workplace  

• Anti – Narcotics and Drug Abuse affecting Black communities  

 Solve knife crime crisis 

• Mental Health among Black people 

THE MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS  

• Blacks in the Armed Services  

• The Black Veteran – Past and Future 



BLACK PHILANTHROPY AND WELFARE 

• Private giving and volunteering to help others is a national issue as central 

government steadily withdraws from social programs.  

PLANNING INNER CITY RENEWAL AND URBAN REFORM  

• Targeting government policies to ameliorate social and racial inequalities 

in the worst areas of inner city decline and minority disadvantage  

• Linking resource investments by government and private companies with 

statutory equal opportunity practices  

• Enhancing the social and physical development potential of public housing 

estates through links with community aspirations, requirements and priorities 

• Elimination of unlawful discrimination in housing  

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

• Policy research is needed to illuminate the direct and consequential links 

between international developments and domestic concerns, and the possibilities 

of bilateral and multilateral solutions to international Black issues. 

 THE CARIBBEAN 

• * Caricom and Caribbean economic development 

• The single European Act and the Caribbean  

• Aid and disaster relief  

• US/Cuban and Cuban/Caribbean relations  

AFRICA and DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

• International aid and terms of trade 

• Debt crisis and western Governments’ policies  

• World Bank / IMF policies 

• Impact and preparation for free trade   

FOREIGN TRADE  

• Commodity trade, including exotic fruits and bananas  

• Building intra-European Black business and trade relations  

• Relations with Africa-Caribbean-Pacific associates in The European 

community. 



• Black organizational and business relations with US counterparts 

BLACK FOREIGN RELATIONS 

• Social policy implications for community ethnic minorities:  How can 

European institutions be used to advantage?  

• Race relations legislation in Europe 

• Immigration and racism: what does “Europe without frontiers” mean for 

Blacks in terms of travel, work, and immigration?  

• Blacks in Europe: who are they, and how can cooperation be developed  

• Blacks and Afro-Asian Ambassadors in Britain  

SOUTH AFRICA 

• Action for race equality and against apartheid  

• Sanctions (Note the US Congress Dellums Bi11) 

• Strategies for counteracting South Africa’s destabilization of front-line 

states, including recent developments in Namibia 

• International Black pressure for social, economic and political change 

  



 

The Idea of a Black-led Public Policy and 

Action Institute 
Professor Thomas L. Blair  

EMERGENT POINTS 

 Participants in the first Roundtable Conference:-  

 Recognised the need for positive policy research and action; 

 Highlighted the need for greater political and academic cooperation  

 Heralded the greater involvement of academics, political figures and 

community activists in public policy debates; and  

 Called for a formal structure and funding strategy for a Black policy 

research institute.  

 

This brief paper seeks to address these interests and concerns by outlining a 

possible future structure and activities for a Black policy research institute.  

PROPOSED PURPOSES 

The institute will be a national, non-profit organization that conducts research on 

public policy and promotes informed and effective involvement of Blacks in the 

public policy process.  

ACTION GOALS  

The goal will be not only to illuminate problems but also to point the way to their 

solution, and to consider always:  

 How to impact upon all levels of governance and the planning process, 

and ensure that Black political influence can bring improvement in the 

lives of ordinary citizens;  

 How to translate initiatives for Black advancement, and of value creation 

for community benefit, into concrete institutional forms and programs.  

 

IMMEDIATE SHORT-TERM ACTIVITIES  

The institute’s activities in the immediate short-term should be:  

1) To produce and publish a baseline report on the state of Black Britain, and 

thereafter produce policy statements  

2) To initiate research on key Black policy issue and concerns (see list)  



3) To produce and publish a Register of Black elected officials, and Black 

academics and researchers.  

4) To initiate and promote policy seminars, training programs and 

information sharing among Black elected officials and public figures.   

REQUIRED START UP PROGRAM          

Outlining the details of the proposed institute requires an initial period of 

formulation and design:- 

 To specify the institute’s functions and activities; and  

 To indicate the feasible operative condition under which the institute 

might be launched and sustained during its first five years. 

A feasibility report, based on widespread consultation with research 

professionals, political figures, grassroots organizations, and private and public 

funding bodies, should provide details on such aspects as:  

 Needs 

 Demands 

 Potential Beneficiaries 

 Penetrating the policy Arena 

 Locating staff and facility requirements 

 Revenue / Funding 

 Work Plan / Flow Chart 

 Mobilising Support 

 

 

  



Agendas for Progress by the 

Parliamentary Black Caucus Inaugural 

Seminar  
Immediate Press Release -- April 1st, 1989, Commonwealth Institute, London  

NEW URBAN INSTITUTE PROPOSAL HIGHLIGHTS KEY RACIAL ISSUES IN  

UK INNER CITY RENEWAL 

By Thomas L. Blair, Urban Development Consultant 

Current government policies seeking to lever private sector capital investment 

into inner city areas have a built-in fatal flaw. “These policies ignore the 

discriminatory impacts of planning development and change on Blacks. They are 

often disproportionately concentrated in the ever-growing, larger and poorer, 

inner city areas and public housing estates”, according to Bernie Grant MP for 

Tottenham. 

Mr Grant welcomed the conclusions submitted by Black and Asian politicians and 

academics to the inaugural seminar of the British Parliamentary Black Caucus. 

Chairing the seminar, he said: 

 “Current policies do not define the means by which urban regeneration, new 

enterprises, jobs and housing, can promote the achievement of equal 

opportunity and racial harmony and an increasingly secure future for Black 

young people.” 

Furthermore, according to Seminar consultant Professor Thomas L Blair, ”A blind 

to Blacks” approach to renewal of run-down areas in London and major UK cities 

has major limitations. “The consequences will intensify the dire predicament of 

low income Blacks and leave them no alternative to slow stagnation or social 

eruptions”, he advised the seminar held jointly with a delegation from the US 

Congressional Black Caucus chaired by Congressman Ronald Dellums.   

Elaborating on his article, Building a future: Race and planning in London, 

published in CITIES international urban policy journal, Professor Blair said, 

“Long-term success requires appropriate government policies and private 

initiatives for urban regeneration in inner city multi-ethnic areas.”  

In conclusion and to assist future research and political action, Professor Blair 

proposed a new independently funded metropolitan institute for applied urban 

research.   

 

  



 

 

 

   

 


