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Let the Un-archived Speak! 

presents the digital and printed works of Professor Thomas L Blair. It aims to amplify 

and clarify the Black perspective in the British intellectual heritage and public affairs.  

 

It recognises that “knowledge” about British Blacks is not created in the sylvan halls of 

academia. It emerges from the “in, not quite of” dark strangers – through migration, 

forced and voluntary, across the diaspora and settled in tough city neighbourhoods and 

low wage jobs.  

 

Hence, this eBook supports the inclusion of “below the radar” communities and 

supports collaborative knowledge production between the gatekeepers: archivists 

academics, curators, policy makers and social groups. 
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No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, 

or transmitted in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording 

or otherwise), without the prior written permission of both copyright owner and the publisher 

of this book.  

The greatest care has been taken in compiling this book. However, no responsibility can be 

accepted by the author and publishers or compilers for the accuracy of the information 

presented. Opinions expressed do not necessarily coincide with the editorial views of author 

or copyright holder Editions Blair.  

Editions Blair has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or 

third-party Internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any 

content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.  

Every effort has been made to reach copyright holders. The publishers would be pleased to 

hear from anyone whose rights have been unwittingly infringed. 

Major source in British Library for eBooks by Thomas L Blair 

http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_creator&fct

V=Blair%2c+Thomas+L&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=BLVU1&mode=Basic&ct=sug

gestedSearch&vl(2084770706UI0)=sub&tab=website_tab&vl(2084770707UI1)=all_items&f

n=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=Community%20Development%20and%20Regen

eration&scp.scps=scope%3A(BLWEBSITE)&dstmp=1582495069897 

Or  

Shortened British Library link https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig

http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_creator&fctV=Blair%2c+Thomas+L&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=BLVU1&mode=Basic&ct=suggestedSearch&vl(2084770706UI0)=sub&tab=website_tab&vl(2084770707UI1)=all_items&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=Community%20Development%20and%20Regeneration&scp.scps=scope%3A(BLWEBSITE)&dstmp=1582495069897
http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_creator&fctV=Blair%2c+Thomas+L&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=BLVU1&mode=Basic&ct=suggestedSearch&vl(2084770706UI0)=sub&tab=website_tab&vl(2084770707UI1)=all_items&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=Community%20Development%20and%20Regeneration&scp.scps=scope%3A(BLWEBSITE)&dstmp=1582495069897
http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_creator&fctV=Blair%2c+Thomas+L&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=BLVU1&mode=Basic&ct=suggestedSearch&vl(2084770706UI0)=sub&tab=website_tab&vl(2084770707UI1)=all_items&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=Community%20Development%20and%20Regeneration&scp.scps=scope%3A(BLWEBSITE)&dstmp=1582495069897
http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_creator&fctV=Blair%2c+Thomas+L&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=BLVU1&mode=Basic&ct=suggestedSearch&vl(2084770706UI0)=sub&tab=website_tab&vl(2084770707UI1)=all_items&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=Community%20Development%20and%20Regeneration&scp.scps=scope%3A(BLWEBSITE)&dstmp=1582495069897
http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?ct=facet&fctN=facet_creator&fctV=Blair%2c+Thomas+L&rfnGrp=1&rfnGrpCounter=1&vid=BLVU1&mode=Basic&ct=suggestedSearch&vl(2084770706UI0)=sub&tab=website_tab&vl(2084770707UI1)=all_items&fn=search&indx=1&dscnt=0&vl(freeText0)=Community%20Development%20and%20Regeneration&scp.scps=scope%3A(BLWEBSITE)&dstmp=1582495069897
https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig
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Introduction 

Rising interest in the successes as well as the problems of Black British African and 

Caribbeans has left many UK academic libraries struggling to keep up with the demand. 

Hence listening to their voices and preserving them should be the goal of archivists and 

researchers in the knowledge industry. Prominent among them are the Knowledge Portals of 

the British Library digital and print collections and Third Sector Research Centre, University 

of Birmingham. All agree that gathering, archiving and sharing the Black cultural heritage is 

a mainspring of Britain’s cultural diversity and a guarantee of best archival practice. 

Unarchived gaps 

The Thomas L Blair Collection recognises the urgency is acute. In a seriously conflicted 

society, the effects of race-based disadvantage are all-encompassing. “Race” not only affects 

socioeconomic status and the physical environment; it also affects jobs, housing, education 

and the way institutions function to provide services.  

Evidence shows this reality is pervasive and system-wide. Based, experts say, on “zombie 

ideas”, that is out dated concepts or deliberate misinformation. As a result, race-based 

disadvantage cancels out the creative skills of Black people. 

Not surprisingly, re-defining works are in short supply. Well-intended books are ill-thought 

out. Many are written from a white euro-centric perspective. At the same time the travails and 

triumphs of Black community activists go unreported -- and their manifestos disregarded.  

Mass communication pollsters rarely seek Black public opinion except in riotous times. As a 

result, goodwill is abandoned and the most vulnerable social groups are cast out of the body 

politic. 

This suggests a widening information gap. Left unheard the needs and demands of Black civil 

society groups will remain benignly neglected. Left unstudied the gap will surely 

compromise the value and validity of social and archival research in the 21st century – the 

crucial era for Black advancement or survival.  

Inclusion of the unarchived is essential 

Well-kept online resources and print collections can set the content and standards for the 

inclusion of the unarchived. Prime among these is the Thomas L Blair Collection of digital 

and printed works. It seeks to inform and advance the study of contemporary problems, 

prospects and contributions of peoples of the African Diaspora, particularly African and 

Caribbeans in Britain and Europe.  
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Origins and Development  

I remember clearly the early stages in my formation as a cyber-scholar charting the formation 

of my digital and print collection. I experienced a state of mindfulness in 1997 that helped me 

to focus on basic themes for the preservation of the Black Experience.  

Historical and contemporary forces of exclusion 

First, we must appreciate the historical processes at work. Now, after a century of migration 

from countryside to city, communities face daily pressures. Many are burdened by 

discrimination and disadvantage.  

Yet, the hopes of Black urban dwellers are sustained by their faith enshrined in many kinship 

and community groups. Buttressed by their vibrant cultural diversity, vitality and creative 

energies. Sustained by their determination to chart their own future development.  

Second, we need to ask and answer the important questions. Is urban impoverishment the end 

of the line for Black people? Are they doomed to live perpetually as despised tenants in 

decaying tenements and vandalised public-housing estates? Must their communities always 

be prone to life-threatening environmental degradation and disaster?  

Path to Inclusion 

The thematic path to answer these questions leads to the best minds and new generations of 

the Black radical tradition. These include community leaders, entrepreneurs and politicians. 

The works of Black scholars is informative. The imaginative diversity of Black writers and 

artists, philosophers and activists is essential, The agitation of organisations is crucial. The 

lyrics and rhythms of Black urban life must be celebrated. All the oral histories of homelands, 

the voyage and daily life must be collected. Also, the tweets and blogs of youth are worthy of 

inclusion.  

The Digital Component 

Now, decades on, the marriage I sought between print, the internet and digital works makes 

perfect sense. Moreover, my transcontinental African Diaspora perspective has its value and 

purpose in studying Black and ethnic communities in Britain. 

 Uniquely, the Blair Collection is British-based, with a digital component of thousands of 

Internet pages available on my online magazine The Chronicleworld Weblog 

http://www.chronicleworld.co.uk  Specifically my eBooks can be sourced at 

https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig 

The Chronicleworld has merited comment from social scientists and researchers in 

professional associations. SOSIG and the UK Intute Science, Engineering and Technology 

cite its “archivable articles, book reviews, a gallery of Black artists and links to news services 

http://www.chronicleworld.co.uk/
https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig
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and sites of general interest to the British Afro-Caribbean community”. 

 

The Print Collection 

Linking the Internet and relevant books was not a simple a task. I wanted to do more than 

compile lists of musty tomes and distantly remembered books from my university lectures 

and isolated libraries. I backed up my online articles with a personal selection of hundreds of 

scholarly books, contemporary and historical. Photographs, documents, posters and political 

tracts capture the thrust of eras and political leaders.  Databases point readers to further study 

in the media, politics, ethnic and race relations and urban affairs. See Thomas L Blair in the 

Main Catalogue of the British Library www.bl.uk 
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Prospects 

 

Let the Unarchived Speak! offers a wide account of Black social and intellectual 

contributions to the national heritage. Hence, busy practitioners and hard-pressed academics 

can benefit from exploring the Collection’s cache of reports on the Black Urban Experiences.  

Uses 

A good starting point is the current Chronicle Weblog chronicleworld.co.uk. It includes a 

Timeline of the history of Black London. Similarly, the site Thomas L Blair at 

www.thomblair.org.uk is useful. Readers can chart information ranging from the audacity in 

cyberspace of Black communities in Britain, America and Africa to the riotous times in Paris 

and London. One caveat, of course, there is no substitute for crosschecking all received 

information and data.  

Benefits 

Let the Unarchived Speak! opens a window on significant social agents and issues such as:  

 University-Community based outreach advocates for positive race relations such as Kehinde 

Andrews, professor of Black Studies, Birmingham City University and Prof Gus Johns at the 

University of London, School of Education  

 Informal kith and kin banking systems such as West African esusu and Caribbean pardners  

 The Black evangelical preachers who can rip out the fixtures in a shop, build a pulpit, add a 

piano and chairs – and produce a church and a hymn-singing, body-swaying congregation. 

 The Militant youth and community cultural educators at the George Padmore Institute, and 

the National Association of Black Supplementary Schools, and south London groups such as 

Afrika Bantu and the Nubian Afrikan Community 

 Unheralded engineers, mathematicians, scientists and web innovators such as Nigerian Philip 

Emeagwali in the USA and web infrastructure businessmen and philanthropists like Mo 

Ibrahim in London and Africa 

 Online journalists such as Marc Wadsworth editor of the Citizen’s Journal that exposes mass 

media stereotypes and anti-Black defamation and political propaganda 

 Street pastors working to lift the veil of youth’s tears like Rev Les Isaacs, and   

 Promoters of fraternal alliances between trade unions and Black workers such as Lord Morris. 

 Guerrilla writers, artists, lettered elites, broadcasters, musicians, griots, calypsonians, poets 

and public intellectuals united against racism such as Claudia Jones, Pearl Connor-Mogotsi, 

Linton Kwesi Johnson, Alex Pascall, John La Rose, Benjamin Zephaniah and Selwyn 

Baptiste. 

 Black radicals and Pan-Africanists like C L R James and George Padmore 

 Anti-racist rappers like Dave, Stormzy, Low-Key, Tinie Tempah and Skepta 

 

http://www.thomblair.org.uk/
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Archivists and researchers will discover a treasure trove of materials. How Black theorists 

revitalised race pride and identity. How public intellectuals and activists led movements to 

counter prejudice and discrimination. How the voices of ordinary folk have added the 

“sounds of blackness” to their aspirations for equity and justice.  

Furthermore, they will uncover clues to issues that require greater clarity. Who is trying to 

bring a sense pride, place and history to Black people assailed by race and class prejudice? 

Where are the grassroots dissenters? What is the role of Black innovators? 
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Significance 

The Thomas L Blair Collection is part of a rising tide of critical studies of “minority 

interests”. It calls for best practices in the sciences of society and has a role to play in 

research, teaching and curriculum development. 

First, it complements courses in the Applied Social Sciences, Literature and Cultural Studies 

and, equally, can augment Business Management courses aiming to attract and train future 

Black achievers.  

Second, the Collection can also contribute to Race, Gender and Equality courses that need a 

greater appreciation of Black women in sports, fashion, arts culture and music, and in 

business, public affairs and government.  

Third, the Collection has especial value for Black History and race relations archives and 

libraries. It can help community organisers close the information gap faced by inter-faith and 

inter-racial groups, immigrant associations and anti-racist campaigners.  

Fourth, it is a useful resource for Racial Justice Organisations helping Black and minority 

ethnic people to engage in decision-making and policy development.  

Moreover, the Collection supplements two special archival and research information sites. 

The Third Sector Research Centre, University of Birmingham is a free, easy to use online 

one-stop-shop. The Social Welfare Portal of the British Library Social Research programme 

is a national treasure. Devoted to keeping essential knowledge resources accessible, they 

promote productive relations between, archivists, academics, policy makers and social 

groups. 

Therein lies the goal and substance of the Thomas L Blair Collection -- to amplify and clarify 

the Black Experience in the national intellectual heritage and public affairs. The time is long 

overdue to implement Michael Banton's affirmation in his seminal work Race Relations 

(Tavistock, London, 1967). The esteemed social scientist and UNESCO race advisor said, 

prophetically: We must help “set the pattern for a more objective approach to the most 

inflammable area of contemporary human contact”.  
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 About the Author 

 

   Prof Thomas L Blair brings to this resource decades of work in 

community informatics and freedom of expression. Focusing on 

Black and Afro-Europe Experience, the cyber-scholar is widely 

known for his positive approach to  race and public affairs.  

http://chronicleworld.co.uk His personal website 

http://www.thomblair.org.uk showcases urbanisation, social 

planning and racial integration issues in world cities. His digital boks can be sourced at 

https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig  and printed books at the Main Catalogue, British Library www.bl.uk 

 

 

 

http://chronicleworld.co.uk/
https://bit.ly/2Hqfbig

