
Policy summary 
Staying Safe: Action Plan  
 
The majority of [consultation] respondents felt that playing 
outside (in a combination of supervised and un-supervised play) 
is beneficial for children, not just for their enjoyment but also for 
their general health and to allow them to develop independence. 

Staying Safe: Action Plan 
 
 
 
Introduction 
The Staying Safe: Action Plan1 was published by the government in February 2008 in 
response to the Staying Safe consultation document, published in 20072. The action plan is 
the first ever cross-government strategy for improving children and young people's 
safety. During the consultation period, the Department for Children, Schools and Families 
(DCSF) spoke to parents, children and young people, the public and practitioners about 
their concerns in relation to children's safety.  
 
Staying Safe is a fundamental part of The Children’s Plan3, which sets out the 
government’s strategy for children, young people and their families over the next ten years.  

                                           

 
The action plan sets out the work which the government will take forward over the next 
three years to drive improvements in children and young people's safety.  

The Staying Safe: Action Plan covers three main areas: 

1. Universal safeguarding, involving work to keep all children and young people safe and 
to create safe environments for them. 

2. Targeted safeguarding to reduce the risks of harm for vulnerable groups of children 
and young people. 

3. Responsive safeguarding, involving responding effectively when children are harmed. 

This briefing paper focuses on the specific chapters in the Staying Safe: Action Plan that 
relate to creating play environments where all children and young people can enjoy 
themselves.  

How to keep all young people safe 
 
Play and taking part in positive activities 
Play was identified as an important issue during the consultation. Many respondents felt 
that playing outside (supervised and unsupervised play provision) is beneficial for children, 
not just for their enjoyment but also for their general health and to allow them to develop 
independence.  
 
 

 
1 DCSF (2008) Staying Safe: Action Plan. London: Department for Children, Schools and Families. 
2 DCSF (2007) Staying Safe: A consultation document. London: Department for Children, Schools and Families. 
3 DCSF (2007) The Children’s Plan: Building brighter futures. London: Department for Children, Schools and Families. 
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In response to the consultation, the government has announced the following steps that it 
will take to promote play and positive activities for children and young people: 

• The government will work with the Play Safety Forum, a group of national agencies 
involved in play safety, to help play providers understand the importance of balancing 
the benefits of offering children opportunities to take risks in their play while 
ensuring the levels of risk are reasonable4. 

• As announced in The Children’s Plan, the government will spend £225 million on play 
initiatives that would allow up to 3,500 playgrounds nationally to be rebuilt or 
renewed and made accessible to disabled children; publish a play strategy by summer 
2008; and create 30 adventure playgrounds for 8- to 13-year-olds in disadvantaged 
areas. 

• Work to improve the quality of parks and urban green spaces. 

• Continue to promote the neighbourhood management approach, including warden 
schemes, as a means to empower communities and make public services more 
responsive to local needs. 

• Work with the Health and Safety Executive and other partners to reinforce the 
message to schools that risk assessment must be proportionate – in order to 
minimise risk without denying children the opportunity to experience the benefits of 
learning outside the classroom. 

• Continue to make play a priority in the early years: the Early Years Foundation Stage, 
makes clear that providers should offer access to outdoor play areas wherever 
possible, or undertake outings on a daily basis to allow children to play outdoors. 

• Continue to promote positive activities for young people through Aiming High for 
Young People5. Government is committed to investing £184 million over three years, 
alongside ongoing funding of £495 million to improve positive activities for young 
people and facilities that provide safe places to go. 

 
Understanding and managing risk 
This section focuses on teaching children about risks, and giving parents and carers 
information on understanding and managing risks. To promote better understanding of risk 
the government has announced that it will: 

• launch a new communications campaign on children’s safety and to encourage 
parents to let children and young people play outside. 

 
 
A safe workforce 
The action plan includes a number of specific workforce developments that will impact on 
the play sector. These include: 

• the introduction of initiatives such as the new Independent Safeguarding Authority 
(ISA) 

• working with the Children’s Workforce Development Council on new guidance and 
training on safe recruitment for all of the children’s workforce. 

 

                                            
4 Ball, D, Gill, T and Spiegal, B (2008) Managing Risk in Play Provision: Implementation Guide. London: DCSF, DCMS, Play 
England, and Play Safety Forum. 
5 DCSF and HM Treasury (2007) Aiming Higher for Young People: A ten year strategy for positive activities. London: DCSF 
and HM Treasury. 
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The Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) 
 
The government is introducing a new vetting and barring scheme. The scheme, to 
be operated under the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, places new 
duties on employers and employees and is enforced through criminal law. Once 
the new scheme is introduced, all those seeking to work with children or 
vulnerable adults, in either a paid or unpaid capacity, will need to register with 
the ISA before they enter the workforce. Employers, and those who manage the 
work of volunteers, must check that the individual is registered before he or she 
can start work. 
 
Parents will also be able to check the registration status of people they employ 
to look after their children. 
 
The government is conducting a communications campaign to ensure that 
employers and stakeholders know and understand their new duties and 
responsibilities. For more information, see www.isa-gov.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Third sector engagement 
To help support the third sector safeguard children and young people, the government will: 
 

• Set up a new National Safeguarding Unit for the third sector to provide advice and 
assistance to the third sector on safe working procedures. 

 
• Make sure the details of the ISA scheme are properly communicated to third sector 

organisations.  
 
 

Road safety 
Many children and young people, as well as parents and practitioners, expressed concern 
about road safety. To improve road safety over the next three years, the government has 
announced that it will: 
 

• Encourage local authorities to create more 20 mph zones which have been shown to 
reduce child pedestrian deaths by 70 per cent where appropriate. 

 
• Encourage local authorities to support applications for Home Zones – areas where 

people can share road space more safely with traffic, through traffic calming 
measures and redesign of communal areas. 

 

 
Improving safety on the streets 
Improving safety on the streets was of concern to many children and young people who 
responded to the consultation. Many identified bullying, crime and anti-social behavior as 
specific concerns. To respond to young people’s concerns and improve safety on the 
streets, the government has announced that it will provide additional investment for 
positive activities programmes in 2008 to 2009 in 15 local authorities particularly affected 
by gang culture.  
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Action Plan: Commitments 2008 to 2011 
 

When Who will do what 
 

Spring/summer 2008 Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) 
launches new Out and About Package. 
 

Spring/summer 2008 
 

DCSF and Department for Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) 
publish Play Strategy. 

Autumn/winter 2008 
 

Early years foundation stage comes into force. 

On going over CSR 
period 
2008 to 2011 

DCSF funds play initiatives. 

On going over CSR 
period 
2008 to 2011 

Communities and Local Government (CLG) continues to 
promote the neighborhood management approach. 

On going over CSR 
period 
2008 to 2011 

Department for Transport (DfT) encourages local 
authorities to create 20mph zones. 

On going over CSR 
period 
2008 to 2011 
 

DCSF launches communications campaign on children’s 
safety. 

On going over CSR 
period 2008 to 2011 
 

DCSF continues to promote positive activities for young 
people through Aiming High: the 10 Year Youth Strategy. 

On going over CSR 
period 2008 to 2011 
 

Government targets positive activities programmes on 15 
local authorities particularly affected by gang culture. 

On going over CSR 
period 2008 to 2011 

DCMS works with delivery partners to ensure the £100 
million additional investment into physical activity 
opportunities reaches the maximum number of young 
people. 
 

 

 
Lisa Davis 
Policy Officer 
Play England  
February 2008 
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