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Complacency is the greatest threat to Black cultural development in 

Britain. Only a plan for rescue, revival and representation can save its 

carriers from a life sentence of cultural illiteracy and dependency. 

 

Black Britons of the diaspora, survivors of centuries of displacement from Africa and the Caribbean, 

are victims of a monstrous popular lie – that they have no history, no culture and 

hence no future in Britain. 

 

This widespread tendency to devalue Black British culture, to treat it 

dismissively and demean its bearers, has a chequered history. Even the 

most charitable imaginative British Romantics like William Blake in 

Songs of Innocence, 1773 could muster little more than the sad Little 

Black Boy’s lament, whilst in fact the Maroons rebelled against slavery as early as 1665. 

 

Today, highly paid guardians of Britain’s monoculture and arts 

industries pontificate on what should be done for Black people. What 

they refuse to admit is that their arrogance is saturated with centuries 

of master over slave, white over black cultural abuse. This dominance 

tore the heart out of Black civilisations, stole their artefacts and 

resources, and nearly destroyed the inventors and carriers of Black 

culture, the people themselves. 

 

ALIENATION, CRISIS AND EFFECTS 

 

The destruction of a people’s cultural memory has its nefarious effects. 

Unlike Britain’s ethnic groups – indigenous Caucasians, South East 

Asians, Muslims, Chinese, Jews and Poles -- it is solely Black Britons who show a serious lack of 

continuity with their cultural, creative and political antecedents. 

 

“This state of mind has taken its toll on Black Britons. As historians say “The diasporic brethren and 

sistren are left without the icons of hope they need to survive spiritually in a 

hostile environment”. 

 

NEGATE THE NEGATION 

 

Unchaining the Afro-Caribbean mind must begin with a new cultural 

awareness. Experts define “Culture” as the socially transmitted 

patterns, traits, and products of a people, class or period. Hence, all 

peoples have a culture.  

 

The English, Scots, Welsh and northern Irish – and descendants of the 

Angles, Saxon, Norman -- have their historic traditions and identities,  
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observes a contemporary author, R Victoria Arana in “’Black’ British 

Aesthetics Today”. European and Asian groups honour their origins, cultures,  

languages, faiths and ways of life. So do people of Afro-British 

heritage in Britain. 

 

Once understood, evidence proves that “[Black] Culture, is both a mode 

and a driving force for individual and group action, and remains the 

central pillar of black pride and black identity,” said scholarly 

editors of Présence Africaine, the cultural revue of the Black world. 

 

Pride, a look of nobility and suffering borne with defiance, shines in 

the eyes of the Tate Gallery’s Head of a Negro (detail) by John Simpson 

c.1827. The American Henry Wadsworth Longfellow captured this in his 

Poems of Slavery: The Slave’s Dream 1901: 

 

“Wide through the landscape of his dreams 

The lordly Niger flowed;  

Beneath the palm-trees on the plain 

Once more a king he strode;  

And heard the tinkling caravans 

Descend the mountain-road” 

 

Black abolitionists Ignatius Sancho, Olaudah Equiano and Ottabah 

Cugoana used their pamphleteering skills to rage against the immorality 

of inequality. Armed with the best information available, “We must learn 

to use Black culture as springboards to the future,” said Wole Soyinka,  

Nobel Prize winning writer, cultural activist and member of the Society 

of African Culture. 

 

WHAT TO DO, AND WHO’S TO DO IT 

 

Major questions must be answered and here are three of greatest importance: 

 Who will silence the deniers of Black culture?  

 Who will denounce the “afrophobia” or racism that sours all Black-White social relations?  

 Who, indeed, is to chart the passage through the valleys of complacency and malaise to the 

mountaintop of ideas and liberating action? 

 

Surely, the agents of liberating action must include Black youth,  

scholars, artists, singers and policymakers, and their community leaders. Crafting Black urbanism, the 

poetics and politics of living in the metropolis, is the way forward.  

People must plan to use their Black Cultural heritage as a compass to find themselves on the map of 

human geography. To paraphrase the thoughts of the eminent Africanist John 

Henrique Clarke, “[Cultural] history tells people who, where and what they 

are and where they still must go, and what they still must be”. 
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