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Author’s Note  
Finding great articles about the human casualties of 
discrimination and neglect can often be time-consuming and 
overwhelming.  

The ugly Windrush Generation episode aggravated Britain’s 
frayed racial dynamic – even more so when Government 
promoted a toothless annual celebration day. In response, 

campaigners have taken a hard-line stance against complicit 
organisations and institutions. 

That’s why we have collected these articles on The Great Windrush Generation 

Debacle from my weblog chronicleworld.co.uk.  

Our analysis reveals hard truths and perspectives for leaders in the ongoing 
fierce debates. 
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Media News in brief – The Great Windrush Generation 

Debacle – August 2018 

   

 

Windrush citizen finally granted British passport 

ITV News 

    

 

 

 

Controversial non-disclosure agreements used by 
government in attempt to silence Windrush victims 
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Church leaders take on Home Office over 'hostile 
environment' immigration policy 
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Windrush Generation Making History in the London 

Elections — The Backstory 
April 28, 2018 

 

Black Londoners will descend on polling stations across the capital 3 
May to make their voices heard. This insightful read chronicles the 

recent fightback issues likely to affect their votes 

In the course of one week in April, the Windrush Generation rose in solidarity 
against the spectre of uncaring immigration policies. Black journalists, 
politicians, faith leaders and celebrities curbed the Government’s appetite for 

deportation – needlessly tainted with racial bias. 

 “Hounding Commonwealth citizens is no accident. Its cruelty by design” 
thundered Gary Younge, Guardian editor-at-large. 

Baroness Doreen Lawrence, herself of the Windrush Generation, and mother of 

murdered teenager Stephen Lawrence, reportedly said, “Victims of the Windrush 
scandal have faced a “double whammy” of racial prejudice since arriving in 

Britain”. 

She pointed to the hostile reception that greeted the newcomers in the first ship 
that brought them to Britain in 1948. Now they face deportation seven decades 
later. 

Champion of the Caribbean Diaspora David Lammy tweeted Home 
Secretary Amber Rudd to set the record straight. The Windrush 
Generation’s “citizenship is theirs by right, and was taken away by your 

government, not something that your government is now choosing to 
grant them”. 

John Sentamu, the archbishop of York, called for an inquiry into immigration 

policy. He said, “Almost 50,000 mostly Commonwealth migrants are facing 
problems securing their citizenship, access to healthcare and other services 
because of Home Office demands to see proof of their rights to be here”. 

From the pulpit at St Martin in the Fields, an outraged Lenny Henry 
scorned institutional racism. A pointed rebuke to Prime Minister Theresa 
May and the Metropolitan police commissioner Cressida Dick and the 

politicians present. 



Grenada-born broadcaster Alex Pascall, of Windrush Generation heritage, called 
on London voters and trade unionists to support the Windrush workers. 

Sadiq Khan, the mayor of London, piled new pressure on Amber Rudd to resign 

as home secretary. London’s first Muslim mayor and son of immigrant parents 
launched a devastating attack on her “inhumane treatment” of immigrants in 

towns and cities across the country. 

Could the Windrush Generation’s plight and fightback actions have any 
effects on the elections? 

Labour, the traditional choice of Black voters, hopes to cause a series of political 

upsets by beating the Tories in their London strongholds of Wandsworth, 
Westminster and Barnet in London. They may triumph in Trafford in Greater 
Manchester. 

In this context, the Windrush Generation’s challenge has two important 
implications for Black voting behaviour. There is no confidence in the 
government’s offer of citizenship rights and compensation. The many 

thousands affected pledge an appeal for political action. 

Therefore, their favoured candidates 3 May should raise concerns about 
structural racism in immigration policies. They should support a fixed timetable 

to deal with alleged institutional prejudices and longstanding hardship cases. 
Furthermore, politicians should support demands for: 

 Oversight of the Government’s immigration/deportation policies. 

 Penalties and resignations for the “shameful failure” to fulfil obligations. 
 Swift and fair dealing with abuses and complaints. 

Therefore, more than bins and potholes, the issues we have identified 
may echo in the election results. Expect some pro-Windrush Generation 

advances in Labour Party constituencies and Conservative party losses 
in key marginal seats. 

Your views, voting opinions and comments are welcome. 

Please share this article with your followers on smartphones, social 

media, Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. 

Keywords: Afro-Caribbean, Around Black Britain - knowledge for thought and 
action, Black history, Black London Futures, Community development and urban 

regeneration, LIVES that tell our history, Politics 

Tagged Alex Pascall, Baroness Doreen Lawrence, chronicleworld.co.uk, David 
Lammy, Gary Younge, John Sentamu, London local government elections 3 May 

2018, Sadiq Khan, Sir Lenny Henry, Windrush Generation 

JOIN THE DEBATE ON THIS CRUCIAL ELECTION 
Black Londoners will descend on polling stations across the capital on 3rd May to 
make their voices heard. This insightful read chronicles the recent fightback 

issues likely to have affected their votes 
–The Editor 

  

http://chronicleworld.co.uk/afro-caribbean/windrush-the-backstory-to-the-london-local-government-elections-3-may-2018/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/afro-caribbean/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/around-black-britain-knowledge-for-thought-and-action/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/around-black-britain-knowledge-for-thought-and-action/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/black-history/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/black-london-futures/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/community-development-and-urban-regeneration/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/community-development-and-urban-regeneration/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/lives-that-tell-our-history/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/category/politics/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/alex-pascall/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/baroness-doreen-lawrence/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/chronicleworld-co-uk/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/david-lammy/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/david-lammy/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/gary-younge/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/john-sentamu/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/london-local-government-elections-3-may-2018/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/london-local-government-elections-3-may-2018/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/sadiq-khan/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/sir-lenny-henry/
http://chronicleworld.co.uk/tag/windrush-generation/


Pressure grows for Windrush compensation and dignity  
Dianne Abbott and Caribbean heritage parliamentarians launch bold 
approach to an historic vision  

25 May 2018© 

 

 

Black Britons face a crisis of deportation without precedent for any minority in 
the British population. 

Observers point to immigration legislation Theresa May introduced in 2014 

during her time as home secretary. Draconian rules require excessive 
documentation without justification and guidance. 

Who are the Windrush generation? 

The law threatens thousands of recruited labour from – largely from Jamaica, 

Trinidad and Tobago - between 1948 and 1971. Furthermore, their children face 
deportation although they have lived and worked here for decades. 

The record shows that Many Commonwealth citizens arrived in the UK before 

British nationality and immigration law made any distinction between British 
subjects, whether born and living in the UK or elsewhere in the Empire. 

The fightback movement starts 

Yet, there is some good news: the Windrush Generation reopened demands for 

redress and reparations. 



Black parliamentarians lead the way. Dianne Abbott, Labour Party Shadow Home 
Secretary, called for compensation for loss of jobs, homes and contact with 

friends and families.  

Ms Abbott called for Sajid David, the new Home Secretary, to launch a new 
“Statutory Instrument to guarantee the rights and status of the Windrush 

generation – all those who arrived here from the Commonwealth before 1973”. 

David Lammy and more than 200 MPs agree. They urged the Government to 
write safeguards for the Windrush generation into law "without delay.” 

Hosting the British Caribbean Association he said: “I am a proud son of 

Windrush Generation immigrants and delighted to welcome over 60 members of 
the BCA to Parliament along with Dawn Butler MP, Clive Lewis MP and Baroness 
Rosalind Howells. 

Baroness Doreen Lawrence reportedly said, “Victims of the Windrush 
scandal have faced a "double whammy" of racial prejudice since arriving in 
Britain”. 

The Labour peer said the same people who had suffered discrimination then over 

jobs and housing were now being threatened with deportation seven decades 
later. 

Steve Valdez-Symonds, Programme Director for Refugee and Migrant Rights at 

Amnesty UK agrees. “Our immigration system needs more fundamental reform 
to address what are longstanding systemic faults”,  

How much is the Windrush bill? 

Diaspora champions say the Government must settle the recruited labour bill.  

Experts back up this claim. The reparations bill to pay includes denied services, 

wrongful detainment, and deportation.  

Payment could be up to five figures for each month spent in wrongful detention. 
With compensation for anyone deported in error. 

Furthermore, the Windrush Generation is due the national savings from their 

recruited labour.  

Mr David must make good his claim to “do right by the Windrush Generation”. 
Without this, “The system is inherently prejudicial. It creates a strong incentive 

to discriminate” said Satbir Singh, Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants. 

https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/windrush
https://www.standard.co.uk/topic/windrush


 

Reparations—the historic vision 

The Windrush Generation demands progress the aims of the African Reparations 
Movement (ARM) launched in 1993. Bernie Grant MP for Tottenham, a grand 

figure of the movement, demanded reparations “for the harm done to Africa and 
the African diaspora through enslavement, colonisation, and racism”. His 
inspiring speech at the funeral of deportee Joy Gardener has special resonance 

for youth today.  

Now, Black parliamentarians and champions – many of West Indian heritage - 
have set the record straight. Ms Abbott’s tribute concludes: 

 “That ship [the Windrush] gave its name to a whole generation, who came to 

this country from 1948 to 1973, and this debate is about them—patriotic, 
courageous men and women who helped to rebuild this country after the war”. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2018-05-02/debates/2EE1AB97-59E0-

4924-AE57-459FA8811E4F/Windrush 

 

Clearly, the Windrush debacle affects people personally. 'I'll never trust the 
English again' said man 'stranded in Montego Bay since his passport was 

revoked without explanation in 2015'.  

Yet, collectively they reopened the quest for redress and compensation for 
exploited Windrush generation labour.  

What’s more, the demands have national and worldwide implications.  

They have exposed the cracks in the tolerant and inclusive British image. 

Threatening to destroy the confidence of the Afro-Asian Commonwealth in the 
UK’s promised post-Brexit trade and regional development.  

Photo: Dianne Abbott MP 
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Did Institutional Racism cause the Grenfell tragedy and 

Windrush scandal? 
June 14, 2018 

One extraordinary effect of the Grenfell fire tragedy and Windrush scandal is that 

government, industry and public bodies stand accused of institutional racism. 

The links are clear.* Disempowered people suffer the human costs of 
inadequate, dangerous social housing. Disenfranchisement is the lot of the ill-
fated generation of Caribbean workers. Many affected had loved ones around the 

globe. 

Institutional racism (IR) defined 

The classic IR definition stems from the MacPherson Report on the death of 
Stephen Lawrence. It is: 

‘The collective failure of an organisation to provide an appropriate and 

professional service to people because of their colour, culture, or ethnic origin’. 

The ambitious document continued. The deep-seated cause of IR is structural, 
with damaging effect on its victims. 

‘It can be seen or detected in processes, attitudes and behaviour which amount 

to discrimination through unwitting prejudice, ignorance, thoughtlessness and 
racist stereotyping which disadvantage minority ethnic people’. 

The case for the prosecution 

Therefore, campaigners could rightfully charge the Windrush and Grenfell 

political, housing, social services, industrial and financial groups as institutionally 
racist. 

Why? Because both social housing and immigration policies deny the most basic 

principles: freedom from injustice and exploitation. Many realise that Grenfell’s 
collective failure and the Windrush’s abysmal prejudice must be challenged. 

Make institutional racism an offense 

So, what’s the Grenfell and Windrush campaigners’ best prescription for change 

in institutions and their behaviours? Well, here are five measures in a strong 
Code of Practice. They derive from the Report’s focus on curbing the faults of the 
police services, with wider implications: 

 subject institutions to greater public control, 
 enshrine rights for victims 
 extend the number of incidents classified as racist. 

 hold institutions accountable under Freedom of Information and race 
relations legislation. 

 make offenders liable to prosecution 

Confident application of a soothing balm of diversity policies is good for starters. 
The Report warned that inclusive recruitment and promotion strategies are 
needed. Changing some laws is required. 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/1999/feb/24/lawrence.ukcrime12


Intervention strategies soar above the others. Institutions should reflect the 
cultural and ethnic mix of the communities they serve. Some campaigners say 

make “institutional racist incidents” as an offense. 

Abolish the threat of institutional racism 

Campaigners should take stock of how, where and why institutional racism takes 
hold. Real progress requires a legal charter and proposals for change. 

It seems reasonable to conclude: If institutional racism is a systemic problem, 

then cleansing of the system is called for. 

Abolishing the threat must recognise the dignity and value of all people, 
irrespective of their origin, race, faith or circumstance. 

Your comments are welcome. 

*For more on the arguments and opinions on the Grenfell fire tragedy and the 

Windrush debacle read the series of articles in the chronicleworld.co.uk 

  



Black Britons outrage at “truth decay” Windrush Day 

Celebration 
UK Prime Minister Theresa May under pressure from Black academics 
and public intellectuals 

22 June 2018 © 

 
 

Celebrating the newly announced Windrush Day celebration continues the ugly 

pattern of short-changing the centuries-old Black Presence in Britain, says 
prominent academics and public intellectuals. 

“A national Windrush Day? Theresa May has some nerve”, thunders Andrews, 
founder of the first British African Studies programme at Birmingham City 

University. No more than a token, “Thousands of the very generation we are 
meant to be celebrating are facing hardship as a result of the prime minister’s 

policies”. 

As Professor Gus John, Equality and Human Rights Campaigner wrote rejecting 
his invitation to the Day’s celebration 22 June at the Prime Minister’s office, “I do 

not believe that you [prime minister Theresa May] are entitled to the 
magnanimity of those misguided folk who might well be happy to receive your 
invitation and to attend your Windrush anniversary celebration”. 

The Black Presence and the Struggle Against Racism in Britain Pre-dates 1948 

The academics do not deny the cardinal importance of the damaging policies of 
the Windrush era. Indeed, they condemn the uncaring ‘hostile environment’ for 
immigrants. The trauma, uncertainty, misery, physical hardship and denial of the 

same life-saving health services for which they had paid throughout their working 
lives. 

However, they know that Britain has a long inexcusable history of truth decay. 

Hence, by projecting ‘The Windrush’ as representing the birth of Black – and 
multi-cultural –Britain, is not only false but dangerous, says Professor John. 

https://gusjohn.com/blog/windrush70/


“It is dangerous for five main reasons he says: 
• “First, it rather suggests that Britain was mono-racial prior to the arrival of the 

Windrush passengers and those that followed them in the 1950s and 1960s and 
that until then the nation was at ease with itself and with the foreigners it had 

magnanimously welcomed from elsewhere. 

Second, it erases the struggle of earlier generations of Africans from the 
Continent and from the West Indies for equal rights and justice and against 

racism and fascism in Britain, struggles which the Windrush and later 
generations themselves had to join, or replicate. 
• Third, it compounds the divisions, generated and reinforced by the British 

themselves, between Caribbean people and African people as two separate 
ethnic groups, rather than as one people, belonging to a Global African Diaspora, 

with a common heritage and an interrupted history. 

Fellow academic Andrews suggests “we should not have been fooled by that 
tokenism, neither should we be appeased by a national day to celebrate 
Windrush. On the issue of racism, May is parading before the public in the 

emperor’s new clothes, and it should be easy for us to see through her naked 
cynicism and empty gestures”. 

John says “I have massive misgivings about the entire Windrush project and I 

would go so far as to say it is not only completely wrongheaded, it runs the risk 
of distorting British colonial and post-colonial history and the struggles of former 

colonial subjects with Britain, both in the former colonies and in Britain itself”. 
Therefore, he concludes “It would be a shameful betrayal to them all to accept 
your invitation. 

Black public intellectuals take the truth-telling message to the community. 

In solidarity, Commentator Alex Pascall, OBE kicks off the launch of the 

exhibition ‘The Spirit of Windrush’ in the backroom of the Uptown 
CuisineCaribbean restaurant, West Green Road in Wood Green. 

Stafford Scott, co-founder of the Broadwater Farm Defence Campaign in 1985, 

and consultant on racial equality and community engagement, tweets: 

“Professor Gus John’s rejection letter to the British Prime Minister’s invitation to 
10 Downing Street is a must READ and SHARE letter, not simply because of the 

beautiful way in which it has been drafted, but also to inform and educate those 
who would be foolish enough to accept such an invitation”. 

Kehinde Andrews/Guardian photo 

How are we doing? We’d love to have your feedback. Please forward the article 

to your sharing list and contacts. 
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The Editions Blair E-book series 
Founded in November 1997, the Blair E-book series offers readers information 

and commentary on their problems, progress and prospects for creative renewal.  

It makes new and original arguments for readers knowledgeable or interested in 

urban affairs, from a critical-analytical and advocacy perspective.  

In addition to The Great Windrush Generation Debacle, his other works in the 

Editions Blair E-book series debate serious topics in the public realm. For 

example: 

The Audacity of Cyberspace – on Black communities crossing the 

digital divide 

Pillars of Change – Black youth and intellectuals 

challenge to la belle France 978-1-908480-00-2 

Les Piliers du Changement – French 

translation of Pillars of Change 978-1-

908480- 01-9 

FAIR MEDIA – on campaigns 

to end racism in the newsrooms and boardrooms of the media industry 978-1-

908480-02-6 

 

 

  

 

 

 


