
The Grenfell Fire 
 

 

 

 

 Source: BELGA  nieuwsblad.be 

  

The Grenfell Tower fire wreaked havoc in one of London’s most populous, 

problem-prone public housing estates on 14 June 2017. This e-book 

reports the colossal failures, buck-passing … and the bravery. Moreover, it 

records the anguish of survivors and their demands for rehousing and 

recompense. 
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Author’s Note  
Finding great articles about the human casualties of 

discrimination and neglect can often be time-consuming 

and overwhelming.  

That’s why we have collected these articles on The Grenfell 

Fire from my weblog chronicleworld.co.uk.  

The ugly Grenfell Fire tragedy exposed Britain’s frayed 

racial dynamic. Even more so as Government failed to consider the litany 

of survivor’s complaints: 

 official and private culpability in the disaster   

 the ghettoization of minorities in obsolescent estates 

Our analysis reveals hard truths and perspectives for leaders in the 

ongoing fierce debates. “Social inequality leads to injustice”. 

The author Thomas L Blair is a cyberscholar and edits the 

Chronicleworld.co.uk, his online journal of Black communities of African 

and Caribbean heritage. 

His work is archived and available for free download at: 

Social welfare portal of the British Library https://bit.ly/2MbDSDI, search 

for Community Development and Regeneration; Blair, Thomas L 

Explore the British Library for E-books by Thomas L Blair 

https://bit.ly/2vEGrUD 
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To Grenfell neighbours --  CARNIVAL WELCOMES 

YOU 
By Thomas L Blair 5 August 2017©  

 

 

The Notting Hill Carnival’s 

moment of silence for the 
victims of the Grenfell inferno is 

a gesture of respect. But that is 

not enough. A tangible show  of 
solidarity is needed.   

First: because Grenfell is close 

to Notting Hill a traditional 
heartland of the early migrant 

Caribbean experience in Britain. 

Second: Grenfell survivors on 

stage could be an unforgettable show of collective diversity.  A coming 
together of the Diasporas. 

Therefore, Pepe Francis and the Carnival committee should welcome 

Grenfell people and their cultures in all the “Play Mas” activities.  

Is this not right? After all, as the poet John Agard has said the Carnival’s 

“Hammerblows on metal are acts of love but listen well for tones of rage 
and hurt”.  

Grenfell adults and children can weave their cultures into the Carnival 

Experience. Play the pan. Join the steel bands. Fashion the masquerading 
costumes. Design the floats. Enjoy the workshops in dancing. Contribute 

to singing and storytelling groups.  

Moreover, they can help produce celebratory banners and balloons for 

sale to tourists and well-wishers. A welcome boost to the Carnival 
supported by the Tourist Board, the hotel industry and the media. Why 

not? 

Therefore, a strengthened Grenfell tribute enriches the Carnival’s 
contribution to society and economy. Not just bowed heads but a joyous 

spectacle that “Al o’ we is one”.  

Imagine one million balloons rising from the north Kensington streets like 

a halo above the stricken tower with the message: 

 "Carnival Loves Grenfell, your pain hurts us all, in one voice and one 
spirit let's stand tall" 

 



Footnote 

Photo by Alex Pascall, Good Vibes 

John Agard, Mangoes and Bullets. Selected New Poems 1972-1984. 

Serpents Tail, Pluto Press, London 1990. 

 

  



After Carnival Remember Grenfell 
Thomas L Blair 23 August 2017 copyright 

 

By sun- up next Tuesday our attention must 

shift from Carnival “Play Mas” to the drama 
that unfolded in the sky. 

The Grenfell tragedy 14 June cast harsh light 

on London’s dwindling low-income housing. 

 Failed investment is the culprit. 

 Uncaring housing managers and errant 

architects and planners are accomplices. 

 Irresponsible builders and developers are 

part of the problem. 

 The real estate boom and gentrification 
wreak havoc. 

 The shrinking welfare state has cut neighbourhood social services. 

Critics fear these trends herald the “social cleansing” of the peoples of 
Britain’s capital. 

Of course, there are many problems with local authorities – in particular, 

they stubbornly ignore responsibility to face the facts. At least one-fifth of 

Londoners are badly educated, badly housed and have the greatest need. 
Moreover, it is the councils’ statutory duty to provide housing 

opportunities for them. 

Therefore, it is “only right” said carnival officials, “to reflect the “biggest 
tragedy ever”. We need to pursue “ongoing demands for housing and full 

justice, in the creative spirit of Carnival.” 

“Participate, don’t just spectate”, said Ricky Belgrave, chair of BASS the 

carnival’s static music systems. 

When people put the “we” into solving the Grenfell equation, council 
housing has the chance to be a bastion of equality. And now is the time to 

prove it. New motives and new moves toward change must be advanced. 

 Time for repeals, reforms and radical shifts in urban planning 

policies 

 Time to deliver better council housing results via tenant-led 
organisations 

 Time to learn from flawed urban history and its discontents 

 Time to end “blaming the victims” of social inequalities 

https://www.standard.co.uk/news/london/notting-hill-carnival-soundsystems-to-be-silenced-as-they-pass-grenfell-tower-a3616866.html


INDEED, TIME TO PLAN FOR PUBLIC HOUSING THAT IS LIVEABLE, SAFE 

AND REALLY SOCIAL. 

Photo/tlb Editions Blair 

We welcome your lively comments which help us shape our articles 

  



Rapper Lowkey's music video "confronts the 

culture of power with the power of culture” 

 
By Thomas L Blair 17 September 2017© 

The Grenfell Tower tragedy deeply wounded Black 

London. Rapper Lowkey’s haunting music video 
Ghosts of Grenfell is a survivor’s litany of people’s 

anger and betrayal. Scenes of the tower tragedy 

drive home the true horror of the inferno and its 
devastating aftermath. 

 At least 80 lives lost. 

 Hundreds of grief-stricken survivors. 

 Childhoods scarred. 

 Pupil’s schooling disrupted. 

 Families destroyed. 

 Dreams of a good life and equality incinerated. 

Lowkey, a local resident, raps for "the heroes that generated relief and 

support". People videoed in “De Grove” mouth his lament “where are all 

our friends and neighbours who are still missing”. 

Beyond the horror, Lowkey (born Kareem Dennis), a 25-year old of 
English and Iraqi descent, lashes out at the “political class, so servile to 

corporate power”. 

 “The blood is on your hands, there’ll be ashes on your grave, like a 

phoenix we will rise.” 

 Moreover, Lowkey raps for a spiritual awakening, a revival of 
togetherness in the traditional North Kensington haven of London’s 

Blacks. 

In conclusion, Lowkey's testament on Facebook is a trailer, or end-credit 

of the music video. This modern African griots' tale Ghosts of Grenfell 
signals his hopes for change: 

 “We have completed the music video for Ghosts of Grenfell thanks 

to the sweat of literally hundreds of people. Much love and respect 
to all who participated in the process which was not easy or painless 

on any level”. 

 “We hope the video will contribute in some small but meaningful 

way to the wider struggle for justice. In attempting to define the 
narrative and cultivate an ambience welcoming to radical societal 



shifts we have no choice but to confront the culture of power with 

the power of culture”. 

HOW ARE WE DOING? 

We’d love your feedback on this article. Please email thoughts and 
suggestions to The Editor at thomb91@gmail.com 

Notes 

"De Grove" is the popular community term for Notting Hill's Black 
settlements. Today it is the Carnival Zone visited by millions. However, in 

the 1950s and 60s good housing was hard to get. Council officials, 
property owners and landlords blocked their access. This was evident in 

both the private sale and rental market and publicly provided housing, 

according to surveys and housing studies (See the UK section in John 
Rex, “Race and ethnicity in Europe http://amzn.to/2y7UdOh 

Sources 

Official Video GHOSTS OF GRENFELL by Lowkey ft. Mai Khalil-Ahmed 

http://bit.ly/2h7SHZs 

Photo/ Lowkey ft. Mai Khalil- Ahmed/Genius 

http://bit.ly/2xaTCwc 

Justice4Grenfell http://bit.ly/2x5vkGe 

The Sunday Post http://bit.ly/2xcUNg2 

 

  



 

October 10, 2017 

Black History Month post-Grenfell –  
Time to Save the Incubators of Black Urban Culture 

By Thomas L Blair 10 October 2017, copyright 

Public housing, the incubators of most of Black 
urban culture, could be destroyed by the rising 

tide of displacement and homelessness post-
Grenfell unless the Black History Month 

culturalists join forces with threatened local 

people. 

This could well be the mantra for a new 
movement of Black culture and Housing 

Politics, supported by diverse and low-income 
tenants in London’s public housing. 

The issues are both structural and cultural. 
Therefore, the historic task for Black creativity 

is not   “culture for its own sake” — too often 
an alienating eurocentric view. 

It’s time to create the safe housing and local cultural institutions every 

community needs to survive. Those who excel in and profit from the 
cultural arts have a crucial role to play. They can help build community 

social capital, fuel aspirations and strengthen neighbourhood social 
change. 

Black cultural empowerment without civic power is no power. 

What say you? 

Search here for “Black history” to read more articles. 

Book jacket courtesy of Black Londoners 1880-1990 

 

  



Grenfell Charter is Inevitable 
People get ready! Rebuild Social Housing Policy and Failed Urban regimes 

By Thomas L Blair 20 December 2017© rev 21/12/17 

The archbishop of York John 

Sentamu, right, and Father Georgia 
Dimtsu of St Gabriel Ethiopian 

Orthodox church 

Silent in sorrow, but determined in 
purpose, a generation of men and 

women marched their way into 

history. Banners for the Grenfell 
memorial services hurled their 

thunderbolt demands – Justice for Grenfell. United We Stand!—for a 
culture of community action. 

Beacon for Justice 

The grim faced Most Revd and Rt Hon Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop 
of York warned that “no stone be left unturned in the social inquiry and 

police investigation”. He said  “It will take two important actions to 
change the tragedy to victory as most of the survivors want”, 

 No reconciliation without truth and justice. 

 Turn anger into a creative force for change 

Beyond Horror, Hope Rises for London’s social housing tenants. 

Righteous anger, demonstrations, slogans and preaching to the choir of 
believers can all have meaningful consequences. 

On Dec. 14, thousands of residents in the London community of 

Kensington took to the streets to commemorate the lives lost in the June 
14 Grenfell Tower fire. 

--- 

The Gospel for Grenfell choir sang a version of Bridge over Troubled 
Water, the song that has become an anthem to the victims of the fire and 

the north Kensington community. 

Indeed, Grenfell campaigners have created a Petition for Families 

Bereaved through Social Tragedy. 

However, the main point is – only sustained political action can harness 
the power of peaceful protest 

Residents can press harder for a proper voice in the issues that affect 
them. Campaigners for tenants’ rights can rally round Mayor Sadiq Khan’s 

new London Plan. Collectively, they can demand social housing reform. 
They can demand that estate regeneration projects like Grenfell must 

replace homes based on social rent levels on a like-for-like basis. 

http://amzn.to/2An2iAJ
http://amzn.to/2An2iAJ


Is that enough to bring about serious changes in The Poverty of Planning 

social housing? 
It is hard to say. Clearly, survivors and supporters call for 

direct representation in the public inquiry. Much more than the offered 
place on a “consultative panel”. A token that hardly promotes a “sense of 

engagement”. Furthermore, it does not allow for a full-throated challenge 
to miscreant borough politicians and social housing managers. 

Yet, the platform for a small-group movement is birthing. Organisers are 

focusing on the larger issue – the misrule of the social housing 
system. Hundreds of people regularly pack public galleries at council 

meetings. Thousands march for housing “fit for purpose”. People are 

engaging confidently with social housing stakeholders. 

Together, tenants in all the stricken Grenfell’s have a unique advantage. 
“Who feels it, knows it”. United in creed, ethnicity, circumstance, colour 

and tenancy status, they can affirm their legitimate aspirational rights. 
Their historic task is to create the Grenfell Charter for social housing for 

the 21stcentury – socially inclusive, safe and affordable. 

 Author’s Profile:  

Professor Thomas L Blair, MA, PhD writes on city planning and social 
change. His authored books include The International Urban Crisis and 

Strengthening Urban Management. 

Click to buy The Poverty of Planning By Thomas L Blair   

http://amzn.to/2An2iAJ  £1.99 

APPENDICES to GRENFELL CHARTER INEVITABLE 

What the politicians and researchers are saying 

 Sadiq Khan refuses regeneration plans due to social housing loss 

 Dame Judith Hackitt: building regulations ‘not fit for purpose’ 

 Government backs findings of interim building regulation review 

 Labour launches social housing review call for evidence 

 Dangerous cladding yet to be removed from two-thirds of blocks 

 Prime Minister Theresa May said “Mr Speaker, for too long residents 
have been overlooked and ignored. We will ensure they are involved 

in every step of this process”. 

 Jeremy Corbyn, Leader of the Labour Party said, “Grenfell is not just 
the result of bad political decisions. It stands for a failed and broken 

system”. 

 Responding to the Grenfell Tower Fire, Cllr Ade Adeyemo said, “As 

someone who works in the fields of construction, risk management 
and loss prevention, it saddens me that it takes such a tragic 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?shva=1#inbox/160755dae327d0b3
http://amzn.to/2An2iAJ
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/sadiq-khan-refuses-regeneration-plans-due-to-social-housing-loss-53632
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/dame-judith-hackitt-building-regulations-not-fit-for-purpose-53624
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/government-backs-findings-of-interim-building-regulation-review-53636
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/labour-launches-social-housing-review-call-for-evidence-53646
https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/news/news/dangerous-cladding-yet-to-be-removed-from-two-thirds-of-blocks-53640


incident to finally make this government sit up and listen. Fire 

safety experts have been campaigning for years to improve fire 
safety of high-rise and multi-occupancy buildings”. 

 Notes and sources:  

For principal Grenfell organisations, Twitter #Grenfell. 

Theresa May https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-commons-

statement-on-grenfell-tower-22-june-2017 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/jeremy-corbyn-grenfell-
tower-social-cleansing-housing-policies-labour-party-conference-

regeneration-a7969996.html 

Dame Judith Hackitt. https://www.theguardian.com/uk-

news/2017/dec/18/put-safety-ahead-of-cost-cutting-urges-grenfell-
tower-building-report 

https://www.libdemvoice.org/responding-to-the-grenfell-tower-fire-

54664.html 

Globalnews.ca https://www.insidehousing.co.uk/insight/six-months-on-

from-grenfell-what-has-changed-53597 

Story photo by The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2017/jul/27/grenfell-tower-fire-inquiry-archbishop-demands-no-

stone-left-unturned 
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December 4, 2017 

The Poverty of Planning – A Grenfell Tribute: 
 New eBook Promotes London’s Council Housing Diversity 

The Poverty of Planning 

Crisis in the Urban Environment 
by Thomas L Blair 

Published: 13/10/2017 
ISBN: 9781908480620 

Format: eBook reprint £1.99 
Buy from Amazon http://amzn.to/2An2iAJ 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 4 December 2017 

By Thomas L Blair 4 December 2017© 

The Grenfell Tower inferno, 14th June 2017, forced urban regeneration 
and social housing on top of the political agenda. Once again, the cry is 

“Planning for people”. A view local politicians rejected as they launched 
the Grenfell 1960s glut of problem-prone, high-rise council housing. 

The Poverty of Planning, written in 1973, put the critical issues and safe 
solutions in sharp perspective. 

 “Failed building structures and lax political response” are the 

culprits. 

 “Poorly designed housing for poor and minority people” is a 

discredited strategy. 

Furthermore, as its name suggests, it is a stinging critique of uncaring 
technocrats, bureaucrats and urban elites. 

This reform-minded digital book, The Poverty of Planning, argues for 
some basic principles: 

 Neighbourhood planning and community panels are the bedrock of 

policy and professional actions. 



 Redistributive justice and social participation is the answer. 

These principles echo the radical “New Urbanists”: British social welfare 

champion Professor Richard Titmus and the American “Save our Village” 
activist Jane Jacobs. 

Therefore, the chief stakeholders – tenants and communities, government 

authorities, professionals and urban elites and communities — must agree 

to: 

 Revive London’s vanishing asset: affordable council housing that is 
multi-racial, faith and culture. 

 Make council housing a much safer, affordable place that offers 

tenants a rung up the scale of social mobility. 

 

  



January 2, 2018 

HAPPY NEW YEAR. “NEW US” Post-Grenfell? 
Blacks and Women Made Gains in London Fire Brigade, But Planning 

Social Housing Futures Remains a post-Grenfell issue 

By Thomas L Blair 02 January 2018 © 

My column for New Year’s Day 

offers wishes for improved social 
housing in 2018, and there are two 

themes: safety and equality. 

I hope this year is a turning point, 

after one of the darker years in our 
recent history. 

Fortunately, there are some good 

reasons to be hopeful. 

Somebody bake a New Year’s Honours cake for Jackie Adams-Bonitto, 

London Fire Brigade’s highest non-uniformed BME woman. The honoured 
MBE trains firefighters in fire safety and rescue, and promotes equality, 

diversity & inclusion. 

Post-Grenfell these same themes highlight the 2018 housing challenge: 
how to create a “safe new us” for the denizens of social housing. 

Source: Jackie Adams-Bonitto MBE/Photo LFB 
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FIRE and THE PHOENIX: The Grenfell Legacy 
Here’s 4 Fightback Actions for Social Housing 

By Thomas L Blair 11 January 2018 © 

The Grenfell inferno deeply wounded Black and minority ethnic London. It 

highlights the tragedy of the commons. The powerful few reap the 

greatest benefits from the housing system. The well-being of real people 

in social housing is neglected. 

Hence, community-led solutions to remove the enduring inequality in the 

urban housing and social services are urgent, I wrote almost 50 years 

ago. 

Fast forward to 2018. Tragic Grenfell triggered survivors’ protests, vigils 

and community action. Now, London’s beleaguered social housing tenants 

are fighting back. Here are 4 grassroots actions to follow in 2018. 

Aylesbury Residents are Staying Put in Run-down London estate 

Residents are resisting a 1.5-billion-pound ($1.9-billion), two-decade 

scheme to flatten the dilapidated Aylesbury Estate in Camberwell. It is 

one of Britain’s largest social housing projects, and build thousands of 

new homes in its place. 

Latinos Organise for Equality in Elephant and Castle 

Latin Londoners say the council should honour its pledge to “cherish the 

contribution that the Latin American community makes to our borough". 

Self-help groups promote participation, engagement and inclusion of 

migrant and ethnic groups in urban affairs. Protestors say people need 

secure and safe homes not people-removal gentrification. They want 

policies that promote genuine resident involvement. 

Protestors link Tenants' Plight to Faulty Brent Council Policies 

People gathered to protest and deliver a signed petition against the 

council’s 'absurd and unjust' housing policy. They claimed Brent Council is 

responsible for "continued suffering of communities". Protestors said the 

council was forcing families and the homeless into accommodation "unfit 

for human habitation". 

Black Labour Activists Press Party Leaders for Equality Social 

Housing Policies 

A new movement of Black Labour Party activists was born at City College 

in Nottingham, September 2017. The Grassroots Black Left (GBL) – bills 

itself as the Labour Party’s watchdog. It has raised social housing issues 

to the top of their must-achieve agenda. 

GRASSROOTS BLACK LEFT 

A BLACK AGENDA FOR LABOUR 

http://amzn.to/2An2iAJ


ADVANCING THE FIGHT AGAINST RACISM 

AND FOR BLACK REPRESENTATION 

Crucially, “The Grenfell Tower disaster showed us, in the harshest of 

terms, that Black people who are Muslims, refugees, asylum seekers, 

poor and among the most marginalised in society, are the victims of the 

worse discrimination imaginable. We must unite and organise to help 

them.” said Marc Wadsworth, GBL communications officer and editor of 

The-Latest.com. citizen’s journal. 

Social Housing Futures 

Not every protest or battleline drawn will survive the cut and thrust of city 

politics, but the trend is clear. Communities, campaigners and Black and 

minority ethnic activists are gearing up for action post-Grenfell. They seek 

to rise up from tragedy and turmoil to safeguard and increase tenants 

well-being. 

  



GRENFELL – NO FIRE NEXT TIME 
Could Grenfell be the saviour of the UK’s public housing system? 

By Thomas L Blair 15 April 2018©  

 

The Grenfell’s annual solidarity march April 14th resembles a Geiger 

counter: As survivors and supporters emit increasing sounds of distress, 
they are signalling an explosive truth.  

No more dying. No more crying. And no more lying. Failed social housing 
policies and their disastrous results must never happen again.  

What does this tell us? A new era of “people-based politics” is birthing. “In 

light of Grenfell Tower our fire testing and building regulations regime 
requires an overhaul”, David Lammy, MP for Tottenham told The 

Independent. Moreover, 50 MPs endorsed this view in a cross-party letter 
to Sajid Javid, the housing and communities secretary.  

In addition, the seeds of change are sown. In addition, the 
Chronicleworld’s Grenfell series charts the buds of solidarity and solutions.  

One, the Notting Hill Carnival encouraged Grenfell mutual aid and self-

help I wrote last summer. 

“Bowed heads is not enough. Strengthened and inclusive, this 2017 

Carnival could be a joyous spectacle that “Al o’ we is one”. 

Two, “When people put the “we” into solving the Grenfell equation, 
council housing has the chance to be a bastion of equality. And now is the 

time to prove it. New motives and new moves toward change must be 
advanced”. 

Three, Rapper Lowkey lashed out at the “political class, so servile to 
corporate power”… “The blood is on your hands, there’ll be ashes on your 

grave, like a phoenix we will rise.” 

Four, “The reform-minded digital book, The Poverty of Planning, showed 
that “Neighbourhood planning and community panels are the bedrock of 

policy and professional actions. 

Five, religious leaders shone a Beacon for Justice. The Most Revd and Rt 

Hon Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York spoke up for a culture of 
community action.  

Six, “Somebody bake a New Year’s Honours cake for Jackie Adams-

Bonitto, London Fire Brigade’s highest non-uniformed BME woman. The 

honoured MBE trains firefighters in fire safety and rescue, and promotes 
equality, diversity & inclusion”. 



Seven, “The Grenfell inferno deeply wounded Black and minority ethnic 

London…Hence, community-led solutions to remove the enduring 
inequality in the urban housing and social services are urgent”. 

Action for Justice 

Not every bud of solidarity and solution will survive the technical Grenfell 

Public Inquiry. The state of public housing will still be a sore issue. 

Nevertheless, we can detect the intensity of political and community 
action for justice. 

Diane Abbott, Labour MP for Hackney reports the “#Grenfell Silent walk 

on 14 May will be to Parliament – coinciding w. MPs debating a diverse 
panel on inquiry. All MPs must support this”. 

In the thick of the controversy, campaigners call for remedial action post-
Grenfell. People seek to rise up from tragedy and turmoil to safeguard 

and increase their well-being. Communities demand NO FIRE NEXT TIME. 

  



Did Institutional Racism cause the Grenfell 

tragedy and Windrush scandal?  
By Thomas L Blair 14 June 2018 © 

One extraordinary effect of the Grenfell fire tragedy and Windrush scandal 
is that government, industry and public bodies stand accused 

of institutional racism.  

The links are clear.* Disempowered people suffer the human costs of 
inadequate social housing. Disenfranchisement is the lot of an ill-fated 

generation of Caribbean workers. Many affected had loved ones around 

the globe.  

Institutional racism (IR) defined 

The classic IR definition stems from the MacPherson Report on the death 
of Stephen Lawrence. It is 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/1999/feb/24/lawrence.ukcrime12 

 ‘The collective failure of an organisation to provide an appropriate and 

professional service to people because of their colour, culture, or ethnic 
origin’. 

The ambitious document continued. The deep-seated cause of IR is 

structural, with damaging effect on its victims.  

‘It can be seen or detected in processes, attitudes and behaviour which 

amount to discrimination through unwitting prejudice, ignorance, 
thoughtlessness and racist stereotyping which disadvantage minority 

ethnic people’.  

Those who feel it, know it 

The learned noble’s words ring hollow on the mean streets, in the run-

down housing estates, in low-paid hard hit families and under-financed 
schools. For too many Blacks and minority groups:    

Institutional racism is a powerful system of privilege and power based on 

race.  

Sociologists have evidence that institutional racism is a societal pattern 

that oppress certain groups on the basis of race or ethnicity. 

In economic terms, institutional racism is manifest in the systematic mal-
distribution of resources, power and opportunity. 

Race relations experts take the view that institutional racism resides, 
covertly or overtly, in the blind-to-Black policies that tolerate  racial 

violence and hatred.  

www.irr.org.uk/news/what-is-institutional-racism/ 

 

http://www.irr.org.uk/news/what-is-institutional-racism/


The case for the prosecution 

Therefore, campaigners could rightfully charge the Windrush and Grenfell 

political, housing, social services, industrial and financial groups as 
institutionally racist. 

Why? Because both social housing and immigration policies deny the most 

basic principles: freedom from injustice and exploitation. Because 

collective failures and abysmal prejudices must be challenged.  

Make institutional racism an offense 

So, what’s the Grenfell and Windrush campaigners’ best prescription for 
change in institutions and their behaviours? Well, here are four measures 

in a strong Code of Practice. They derive from the Report’s focus on 

curbing the faults of the police services, with wider implications: 

 subject institutions to greater public control,  

 enshrine rights for victims  

 extend the number of incidents classified as racist.  

 hold institutions accountable under Freedom of Information and 

race relations legislation. 

Make offenders liable to prosecution 

Confident application of a soothing balm of diversity policies is good for 

starters. The Report warned that inclusive recruitment and promotion 
strategies are needed. Changing some laws is required.  

Intervention strategies soar above the others. Institutions should reflect 
the cultural and ethnic mix of the communities they serve. Yet, urgent 

attention is needed to categorise an "institutional racist incident" as an 
offense. 

Abolish the threat of institutional racism 

Real progress should include taking stock of how, where and why 
institutional racism takes hold. This requires a legal charter and proposals 

for change. 

It seems reasonable to conclude: If institutional racism is a systemic 
problem, then a through cleansing of the system is called for. 

Abolishing the threat must recognise the dignity and value of all people, 
irrespective of their race or circumstance. 

Your comments are welcome. 

*For more on the arguments and opinions on the Grenfell fire tragedy and 

the Windrush debacle read the series of articles here on the 

chronicleworld.co.uk 



The Editions Blair E-book series 
Founded in November 1997, the Blair E-book series offers readers 

information and commentary on the problems, progress and prospects for 

creative renewal of Black communities in Britain, Europe and the African 

Diaspora.  

It makes new and original arguments for readers knowledgeable or 

interested in urban affairs, from a critical-analytical and advocacy 

perspective.  

His other works in the Editions Blair E-book series debate serious topics in 

the public realm. For example: 

The Audacity of Cyberspace – on Black communities crossing 

the digital divide 

Pillars of Change – Black youth and intellectuals 

challenge to la belle France 978-1-908480-00-2 

Les Piliers du Changement – French 

translation of Pillars of Change 978-1-

908480- 01-9 

FAIR MEDIA – on campaigns 

to end racism in the newsrooms and boardrooms of the media industry 

978-1-908480-02-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


