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Wiring up Black London 
 

 

Thomas L Blair 

 

 

What this eMonograph is about 
 
Digitising Black Studies revolutionised the way scholars and community activists 

teach, and preach, this controversial subject. 

 
Experts share tip sheets from the First Digital Diaspora Workshop-Seminar in 

London organised by Prof Thomas L Blair in 2004.  

 

Still starved of recognition in universities and politics, but welcomed in schools 
and cultural centres, the new eBlack Studies contribute to Building Social Capital 

and Cyberpower in the New Information Society. 

  

Prepared for the Mayor’s Black History Month seminar at City Hall, London, 

2004, Wiring up Black London attracts the attention of concerned individuals, 

rights organisations, researchers and policymakers. 
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Publishing information  
 

Wiring up Black London 

Thomas L Blair 

The Black London eMonograph Series 

Editions Blair ©Thomas L Blair 25 March 2015  
ISBN 978-1-908480-50-7 

 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or 

introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means 

(electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise), without the 
written permission of the copyright holder.  

The E-Monograph are produced with the greatest care; however, the author 

apologies for any errors or omissions.  
 

The series volumes of the Chronicleworld.org can be accessed at  

http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-

development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Bl

air  
 

  

http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair%20
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair%20
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair%20
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Wired up Black communities add value to global 
city London 
 
Prof Thomas L Blair 

 

 

Experts agree that “going digital” transformed the traditional study of the Black 
Experience. This monograph records the tip sheets of the eBlack Studies seminar 

that answer two vital questions:  

 How do we go about Building Social Capital and Cyberpower in the New 

Information Society? 

 How can we use the Internet's potential for linking together the far-flung 
outposts of African heritage – the African Digital Diaspora. 

 

Origins 
The seminar-workshop idea emerged at the first Digital Diaspora Workshop, 

held during the Black History Month celebrations sponsored by Ken 

Livingstone, the Mayor of London, at Wembley Centre October 2003. On 

that occasion two hundred participants attended the Workshop.  
 

Subsequent articles elaborated on these original ideas:  a summary report, 

"Wired up Black communities add value to global city London", and a survey 

article "Race for Cyberspace" were published on www.chronicleworld.org   

 

Benefits  

Prepared for the Mayor’s Black History Month seminar at City Hall, London, 

2004, Wiring up Black London should be of value to concerned individuals, 
community leaders, rights organisations, researchers and policymakers, 

including: 

 

 Voluntary and minority-led community organisations, housing 
associations, and entrepreneurs 

 Internet service providers, web site producers, media managers 

and journalists 

 Student societies, researchers and educators, staff of museums, libraries 

and archives  

 Information managers in industry, local and central government  

 Civil rights and e-democracy action groups  

 Promoters of Black networks in communities, charities, business 

and government 

 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/Blair/Documents/www.chronicleworld.org
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eBlack Studies:  
Tip sheets for Empowerment  

 
 
Written and Prepared by Prof Thomas L Blair for Black History Month 2004 

18 October 2004, 5.30 - 9.30 pm, City Hall, London 
 

 

This seminar is about transforming traditional Black Studies education using 

information technology, computers and the Internet.  

 
It is organised by Prof Thomas L Blair, editor and publisher of the Chronicleworld 

http://www.chronicleworld.org and the Digital Diaspora Workshop Team, with 

the support of the Mayor's Black History Month celebrations. 
 

 

Keynote speaker Prof Abdul Alkalimat, an African Studies specialist at Toledo 

University USA, http://www.eBlackstudies.org explains the need for a new 
reality, an all-embracing eBlack Studies approach.  

 

The seminar highlights the new regional studies of Black people — such as 

African, Caribbean, Afro-Latin American and African American studies.  

 
 

Invited panellists discuss how the Internet can be used to introduce and improve 

the teaching of Black Studies in schools, colleges, and higher and further 
education.   

  

Lester Holloway, Online journalist for BLINK, 1990 Trust  

Stella Dadzie, educator and diversity education trainer 
Hakim Adi,  professor in African and Afro-British political history  

Temi Odumosu, Cultural researcher and presenter of Black images  

 

 

The seminar and tip sheets are part of the Black History Month celebrations 

launched by Mayor Ken Livingstone and Equalities Advisor Lee Jasper to "provide 

a unique opportunity to educate, document and acknowledge the positive role 

that Black people have played in shaping London’s history - too often against a 

backdrop of racism, inequality and injustice".  See the  website: 

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/bhm/events.jsp#eBlack 

 

 
 

 

 

  

http://www.chronicleworld.org/
http://www.eblackstudies.org/
http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/bhm/events.jsp#eblack
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Notes on the Author  
 

Thomas L Blair, PhD, FRSA, a sociologist, writes on the creative renewal of Black 

people in urban society. The current Black London monographs were written 
while gaining an MA and Urban Studies Fellowship at Goldsmiths College, 

University of London, in the 1990s. He has held professorships at UK and 

American universities, is well-known as a cyber-scholar, publisher of Editions 

Blair series and edits the pioneering Black Experience web sites 
http://chronicleworld.wordpress.com and http://www.chronicleworld.org 

See Social Welfare Portal of the British Library   

http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-

development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Bl

air  

  

http://chronicleworld.wordpress.com/
http://www.chronicleworld.org/
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair%20
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair%20
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair%20
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The Rise Of eBlack Studies  
 
Prof Abdul Alkalimat 

  

 Black Studies has gone through two major stages over the course of the 

20th century 
 

o 1900 - 1960's: Research and teaching in the community and in 

historically Black institutions 
 

o 1966 - 1990's:  Research and teaching in mainstream educational 

institutions as a result of the Black Power movement 

       

2.  The revolution of ICT (Information and communications technologies) has 
impacted Black Studies and led to eBlack Studies 

  

a. There are three values/principles for this transformation (cyber 

democracy, collective intelligence, and information freedom) 
  

b. There are three main tasks: the digitization of discourse, scholarship, and 

experience) 
  

3.  The future is the eBlack Studies Collaboratory: using ICT for unity and 

cyberpower - The case of Malcolm X; & 2007: Slave Trade and the African 

Diaspora 

 

Notes about the speaker 

Abdul Alkalimat is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Africana Studies 

programme as the University of Toledo.  He moderates the largest African-

American studies discussion list H-Afro-Am (a major listserv discussion of over 

one thousand professionals in the field of Africana Studies) and created and edits 

Malcolm X: A Research Site.  He is a member of the editorial boards of 

Information, Communication and Society (UK), Sage Race Relations Abstracts 
(UK), Africa World Review (UK), Black Scholar (USA), and Perspectives on Global 

Development and Technology.  His books and writings include: ‘eBlack: A 

Twenty-First Century Challenge’ (2000), ‘Paradigms in Black Studies: Intellectual 

History, Cultural Meaning and Political Ideology’ (1990); and ‘BRAIN - Black 

Research on the Internet: Toward a Research Program for eBlack Studies’ 

(2001). 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 
bf 

e-Black Studies: For Dialogue and Action 

 

E-Black Studies Tip Sheet 
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The Politics Of Dialogue And Action 
Lester Holloway 

The internet has effectively replaced the book for many young people – 

especially for those not currently studying. This has advantages in the extent of 
information available, and the speed with which to obtain information and cross-

reference it.  

 
But it also has disadvantages in fully understanding an argument which can only 

be seen by reading the whole book. Our ‘byte-sized’ culture helps us know more, 

but do we understand more? If lifelong learning is a goal, this question is crucial. 

The contextual and political expression of information is best achieved through 

dialogue and action.  
 

The internet can increase political discussion through chatrooms and interactive 

discussions. Presently the majority of such forums are dedicated to trivia such as 

fans sites, but the appetite for academic and political discussion is there – it just 
needs to be provided for in a more accessible way. 

 

The internet can also facilitate lobbying for change, a process of converting 
beliefs and knowledge into practical action. A new form of direct action, one 

participated in from the safety of your own home, is emerging. At the moment 

this is limited to the fringes, such as anti-deportation campaigns, but has the 

potential to make a greater impact on politicians and the nature of political 

debate in Britain. 
 

Bringing information, action and dialogue together is necessary to provide more 

recognised central points that people can go through to access one, two or all of 

these areas. Mainstream sites like the BBC and The Guardian are popular 
because they offer an amazingly wide variety of information and programmes.  

A vision of bringing Black history, contemporary developments in Africa, Black 

America or Black Britain, sharing debates and joining together in action is made 
ever more possible by the technologies available. Our challenge is to unite as a 

people to make this a reality.  

 

Biography  

Lester has been a journalist in the Black media since 1999, working as a staff 
news reporter for Eastern Eye, and news editor for The Asian. He was news 

editor at The Voice until November last year, when he became editor of the Blink 

(Black Information Link) website. Blink has tripled its’ monthly hit-rates in eight 

months to over 800,000, and continues to develop its’ reputation for quality 
original journalism and breaking news. 

 

Lester also has a background in activism and politics. He became a local 
authority councillor (1994-8) aged 24, and was a founding member of the 

National Association of Black, Asian and Ethnic Minority Councillors. He has 

served on the Anti-Racist Alliance (ARA) executive, and as a member of World 

Development Movement (WDM) campaigns committee attended the 1992 UN 

‘Earth Summit.’ 
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In 1987, aged 17, he achieved first place in a ‘Best of British Youth’ poll by Radio 
4 listeners for an environmental campaign to prevent an area of wildlife being 

destroyed to make way for Channel Tunnel depots. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Giving eBlack Studies a Race Equality Focus 
Stella Dadzie 

 
 

What concerns me is gathering together available and relevant E-resources.  I 

have recently developed materials with a clear Black Studies/ Race Equality 

focus for use in UK schools, colleges and community education contexts.   
 

We need to know more about their strengths/ limitations and the 

thinking that informed them.   
 

Citizenship Education is one field that sorely needs a Black Studies/Race Equality 

focus, and I have produced a CD-Rom called Trial and Error to assist this 

process. 

 
 

Designed to meet the many challenges of the new Citizenship Education 

curriculum at Key Stages 3 & 4,  

TRIAL&ERROR is a flexible, CD-Rom based teaching resource that is readily 
adaptable for use with both young people and adult learners. It can be used in 

other curriculum areas too, such as English, History, Maths, ICT, Art, Drama, 

and PSHE and for Staff or Student Induction. 
 

Topics combining debate and discussion, imagination and role-play, problem 

solving, creative tasks and web-based research. It can be used in both formal 

and informal learning contexts to support a range of different abilities, needs 

and learning styles.  
 

Biography 

Stella Dadzie of Frontline Consultancy specialises in a range of Race, Human 

Resources, Management and Equality-related training and consultancy, and 
works independently or in partnership with other specialist trainers. She is also 

the author of numerous publications and resources that focus on Race and 

Equality.  She specialises across the public sector and has particular expertise in 
Race and Equalities Guidance POST-16 Education & Training Adult & Community 

Learning Schools, LEAs & Youth Work Local Authorities  

 

  

E-Black Studies Tip Sheet 

http://www.front-line-training.co.uk/Race%20and%20Equalities%20Guidance.htm
http://www.front-line-training.co.uk/Post-16%20Education.htm
http://www.front-line-training.co.uk/Adult%20and%20Community%20Learning.htm
http://www.front-line-training.co.uk/Adult%20and%20Community%20Learning.htm
http://www.front-line-training.co.uk/schools,LEAs%20and%20Youth%20Work.htm
http://www.front-line-training.co.uk/Local%20and%20Central%20Government.htm
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Who's eBlack Studies – and Why? 

Hakim Adi 

 

eBlack Studies and Britain 

Hakim Adi 
 

 What is Black Studies in Britain? 

 How will E-Black Studies help address the particular problems we face in 

Britain? 

 What can be done to overcome languages differences and to make sure 

that E-Black Studies is not Americo-centric? 

Bio-data 

Dr Hakim Adi professes the History of Africa and the African Diaspora at 

Middlesex University, London, UK. He is a founder member and currently Chair 

of the Black and Asian Studies Association; a member of the Mayor of London’s 

Commission on African and Asian Heritage and recently an invited participant at 

the 1st Conference of Intellectuals of Africa and of the Diaspora organised by the 
African Union in Dakar, Senegal.  

 

Hakim Adi is the author of West Africans in Britain 1900-60: Nationalism, Pan-

Africanism and Communism (Lawrence and Wishart, 1998) and (with M. 

Sherwood) The 1945 Manchester Pan-African Congress Revisited (New Beacon, 

1995) and Pan-African History: Political Figures from Africa and the Diaspora 

since 1787 (Routledge, 2003). He has appeared in several television 

documentaries and has written many articles on the history of the African 

Diaspora and Africans in Britain. He has also published three history books for 

children including The History of African and Caribbean Communities in Britain, 

which will be re-published by Hodder in 2005. 

  

E-Black Studies Tip Sheet 
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Empowerment Through Cyber Education 

 Temi Odumosu 

 
 

 

The Potential of eBlack studies  
 

Temi Odumosu of the Image of Black website 

 

 

E-Black studies and resources can provide significant learning opportunities for 
users and learners, acting as a portal from which: 

 

 The Black experience can be defined and directed by expertise and 

knowledgebase from within the Black community.   
 

 Learners can overcome the limitations that are presented as reasons for 

not being able to access resources, for example: financial concerns, 
institutional barriers, lack of role models. 

 

 The resources created can serve both as educational and awareness-

raising tools. They can support the teaching and delivery of Black history, 

heritage and experiences - for example in the media or within 
organisational training. 

 

 Learners can rapidly transform and develop their approaches to research - 

encouraging the cross-referencing of virtual and primary sources and 
information. The strengthening of these skills via the Internet can then 

develop engagement with primary sources in libraries and museums, for 

example. 
 

 Learners can develop their technological and cultural vocabulary, allowing 

for a more active engagement in all kinds of web forums, for example 

when responding to the British Library’s web inquiry – on how people feel 

about being British http://21citizen.co.uk/live/citizenship/british/ 
 

There are various technologies already in place that can have a significant 

impact on the development of e-Black studies:  

 
 Online teaching for example gives learners the ability to access lecturers, 

historians and cultural expertise that physical boundaries and distance can 

often limit access to. 
  

 There are ways of converting current Higher Education courses into online 

courses ensuring the same, if not broader, access to resources and 

materials and allowing for a ‘self-paced approach to learning. 

 

 CD-Rom and Internet ‘in-classroom’ learning can develop the group-

learning environment to include more specialist and detailed information 

E-Black Studies Tip Sheet 

http://21citizen.co.uk/live/citizenship/british/
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about Black history, ideas and professional practice. Some schools are 
putting homework plans and resources on their websites, for students to 

access when they get home from school – E-Black studies resources can 

be added to these research areas, through developing strategic 
engagement with schools and head teachers for example. 

The Guardian already provides a Black history resource using its ‘netclass’ 

interface website: 

http://education.guardian.co.uk/netclass/schools/history/links/0,5607,97492,00.
html 

 

 

Are we ready? 

 
 How is the Internet being used now?  

Currently there is piecemeal research on the computer habits of Black 

communities. On the whole the British Government has established that there is 
a “digital divide” prevalent in the use of Internet and technology, based on the 

‘haves and have not’s’ in the societal structure. BME communities make up a 

significant constituent of social excluded groups and it has been noted that their 

needs must be addressed.  Research notes that excluded users are for instance, 
less likely to use online shopping or spend time surfing the net. But clearly with 

such vague information, there is an urgent need for quantitative data on how the 

Internet is being used specifically by Black users. This would present a fuller 

picture of what people’s perceptions of the Internet are, and as to whether they 

feel it is a tool of real significance to their everyday lives.  
 

Evidence shows on a professional and social level the Black community is 

particularly benefiting from the Internet discussion forums, social and business 
networks such as Blacknet http://www.Blacknet.co.uk. The net has also helped 

to bridge the distance gap between diaspora cultural communities. Examples 

include the Young Igbo’s website http://www.youngigbos.com and the Caribbean 

site http://www.caribinfo.com. These cultural networks are ideal for catching up 
on news and ideas coming out of the national and international diaspora 

communities. 

 …And in Africa? 

Mark Davies, founder of Busy Internet http://www.busyinternet.com/ in Accra, 

Ghana notes that Ghanaians are: "dating, they're being entertained, they're 

sourcing educational materials,” The vast majority of Ghanaians are using email 

as an alternative to the unstable telephone system, which has only provided 

240,000 telephone lines for population of 19million. This is a disadvantage that 

most of Africa is suffering from, and which has serious ramifications for the use 

of communication technologies in the home – currently only possible via 

satellite.  

This is even further constrained by the more fundamental problem of unstable 
power supplies, which pose a threat to the sustainability and maintenance of 

hardware. This is most particular in Nigeria, for example. 

 

 Inhibiting factors for growth 

There are still key issues that need to be addressed concerning the use of 

technology for learning and cultural development: 

 

http://education.guardian.co.uk/netclass/schools/history/links/0,5607,97492,00.html
http://education.guardian.co.uk/netclass/schools/history/links/0,5607,97492,00.html
http://www.blacknet.co.uk/
http://www.youngigbos.com/
http://www.caribinfo.com/
http://www.busyinternet.com/
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1. Core ICT skills are still lacking across the scope of the Britain’s 
communities and this has created low esteem with regard to using 

technology – hence the high levels of disengagement. 

 
2. As with any kind of distance learning, the issues of self-motivation 

arise, since an element of human interaction is still needed to 

support learners. 

 
3. Digital teaching and E-learning are still underdeveloped since there 

are not enough Black educators and innovators leading the 

discussion as to how take this agenda forwards. It has been noted, 

“Technology is leading innovation, not pedagogy”. 

 
4. The technological, collaborative or strategic network for an E-Black 

studies forum or portal is still in its infancy 

 
Models to learn from 

 

 Good practice: For children and young people 

The Martin Luther King After-School Program developed at the WEB Dubois 
Institute at Harvard, places computers equipped with Internet access and 

Encarta Africana in Black churches and community centres nationwide. In the 

After-School Program young people are acquiring knowledge about people of 

African descent worldwide from Africana, and at the same time they learning the 

cyber skills they will need to navigate to success in the 21st century. 
They have set up an Africana Blackboard http://www.africana.com/Blackboard/, 

which provides lessons plans and acts as a learning exchange. 

In the UK, Spartacus Educational website has provided an online teaching and 
learning resource http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/BlackPeople.htm, which 

includes a substantial amount of information on Black historical figures and 

events in British history. 

 
 Cultural Resources 

The Internet Guide for Chinese Studies: http://www.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/ 

is an interesting example of how the various aspects of the study of a particular 

culture, can be brought together. Using a simple text-based interface, the site 

includes: 

- Scholarly Journals 

- Cultural texts 

- Regional information 

- Exploration of Philosophy and religion 

- Political economic and Arts information 

Texts are in provided in Chinese scripts as well as in English, ensuring that the 

complete spectrum of the Chinese community has the broadest access to the 
resource. 

 

 Connecting ideas 

The Virtual School http://vs.eun.org/ is a learning resource ‘made for European 

teachers by European teachers, and is a virtual meeting place for teachers to 

discuss and exchange material and experience’.  The Virtual School is part of the 

European Schoolnet, and encourages collaboration between schools in Europe 

http://www.africana.com/blackboard/
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/BlackPeople.htm
http://www.sino.uni-heidelberg.de/igcs/
http://vs.eun.org/
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also supporting the use of ICT in schools, to make cooperation between schools 
in Europe easier. 

This particular resource could be used as model to engage Black teachers or 

other specialists in the UK and then internationally in a similar pedagogy and 
resource exchange, which can be used to develop best practice standards and 

policies. 

 

Looking forward 
 

 Key question: What kinds of infrastructures do we need to build and 

support the learning needs of Black Internet users, so that they feel 

comfortable with using the cultural resources being developed? 

 
 

 Virtual Aims 

The E-learning foundation in Britain has claimed that: “One day, five years from 
now, every pupil in the UK over four years of age will have a portable computer, 

complete with the ability to receive and use the Internet via mobile telephony, 

that they can take from lesson to lesson and from school to home. IT will 

become a fundamental enabler for all that they do.” 
With such a vision for the future, it seems that the immediate task is to develop 

the resources to educate this growing virtual generation. 

 

 Advocacy and Leadership 

Ultimately the Government has a key role in supporting the development of E-
Black Studies in the UK through a policy driven expansion of the scope within 

which it can influence the development of pedagogy, research and cultural 

knowledge. 
 

 

Biography 

 
I am a cultural consultant and researcher, specialising in the representation of 

the African Diaspora in western art and visual culture. I founded a ‘websource’ 

entitled The Image of Black (www.theimageofBlack.co.uk) in May 2003. This 

site explores the history of Black representation within museum and gallery 

collections around the world, presenting history and ideas for critical debate. 

Developing the site helped me to explore the cross section between virtual 

research tools and primary evidence from academic resources – both of which I 

see as being complementary in the development of African histories.  

I have supported and contributed to the new Science Museum website 

‘Ingenious’ (www.ingeniouis.org.uk), and also recently completed a 

collaborative project with the National Gallery, which showcases research I have 

been doing on their collections. The ‘Black Presence’ collections feature on the 
National Gallery website 

http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/collection/features/Black_presence/ allows 

visitors to explore the diversity of representation through themes which promote 

different ways of looking. This experience can also be taken into the gallery 

environment, using paper trails.  

Currently I am developing a number of digital projects, based on the premise of 

making collections and research more accessible. In particular I am exploring 

http://www.theimageofblack.co.uk/
http://www.ingeniouis.org.uk/
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/collection/features/black_presence/
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work with contemporary visual artists in the UK, both in terms of archiving their 
work and also using the Internet as an artistic medium in a similar vein to the 

online works of artists such as Sonia Boyce 

(http://slipstream.uk.net/soniaboyce/) and Gary Simmons 
(www.diacenter.org/simmons/intro.html) 

 

  

http://slipstream.uk.net/soniaboyce/
http://www.diacenter.org/simmons/intro.html
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Black London eMonograph series 

 
The Black London eMonograph series adds an urban focus on Britain’s minorities. 

It timelines  their progress through  immigration, settlement, assimilation and 

mobility. 

 
Origins  
The series is the first-ever continuous study over five decades of African and 

Caribbean peoples in the nation’s capital. It encourages awareness of a crucial 

fact: Black Africans and Caribbean people have lived in Britain’s capital for 

centuries. Generations have shared the bed and board, the life styles, cultural 
tastes, accents and food habits – “Fancy a pie and mash, mate?) -- and, indeed, 

“africanised” the DNA coils of their white neighbours.  

 
Compiled from more than five decades of academic research, the Black London 

eMonograph Series is a boon to educators, policy makers and problem-solvers. 

http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-

development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Bl

air 
 

Passion 

The Black London eMonograph series charts my passion for researching the 

assimilation and mobility of African and Caribbean peoples in urban Britain.  
 

Method 

I have applied my own method -- the social problems-intervention-solutions 
approach -- to reveal the spaces between dogma, certitude and debate about 

the Black Experience. 

Benefits 

Thus, readers can identify and analyse the monograph elements — the 

arguments, methodology and sources.  
Challenge 

If my motive and means challenge conventional wisdom, the answer is “How 

better to use past research to understand the present and plan for positive 

futures for a beleaguered people?” 
The opening monograph, the Shaping of Black London, is a timeline of Black 

London’s origins, problems and prospects. Further titles range from the first 

Black settlers in the 18th century to today’s denizens of the metropolis.  
They build on my decades of research on race, city planning and policy issues in 

the public realm. This averts the danger of unmediated reference to reality and 

the facts.  

Together, they offer reliable opinion and information about Black London 

communities over past decades, a boon to academics, professionals and 
problem-solvers like myself.  

Furthermore, the Black London eMonograph series expands the availability of my 

free researched based  electronic texts.  

http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair
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Black London eMonograph series  

 
Why the Series matters 

These never before published eMonographs matter because: 

• They chart the transformation of ex-colonial  Black peoples to 
metropolitan urbanites, 

• They seek to inform, educate and inspire regenerative action   

• They point to shared identities within diversity 

• They help fight negrophobia and enlarge our view of Black humanity  
 

They are in large part research based enquiries  

They build on my decades of research on race, city planning and policy issues in 

the public realm. Hence, they meet urgent needs in three respects: 

• To highlight urban issues, past and present, that are important to Black 
Londoners; 

• To focus attention on online activism in areas outside formal political 

participation;  
• To harness the new digital technologies that can help information-poor 

Black communities.  

Together, they offer reliable opinion and information about Black London 

communities over more than five decades, a boon to problem-solvers as well as 
praise-singers. 

 

Series titles include 

The city as a 'race' problem 

London’s African and Afro-Caribbean people were by the 1960s a well-
established group. 

 

High rise, hard living: on being Black in London's tower blocks 
By law and practice, a low-income family in housing need could get on the list 

for 1960s high-rise municipal housing. 

 

Before London: coping with freedom and its discontents 
This essay seeks to raise awareness of the coping strategies the freed Black 

peoples used to build new lives in Caribbean cities following emancipation in 

1883/84. 

A travelling people: Caribbean migration on the verge of departure to 

Great Britain 

This study reveals that colonial Afro-Caribbean people, with their yearning for 

freedom and opportunity, were a traveling community of cultures for centuries 

before establishing major outposts in Britain in the 20th century. 

 

The Overseas  Afro-Asian Student in London 1963 

Post-colonial students were the first to plant the newfound spirit of Afro-Asian 

independence in to London’s colleges, housing and social services. In the 
process, as this e-Monograph survey reports,  these dark strangers pioneered 

two of the most important 20th century struggles.  
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Black London eMonograph series  

 
 

Editions Blair Series 
Headquartered in the United Kingdom, Editions Blair publications have served 

communities of African heritage in Britain and Europe for over a decade, from 

1997.  It projects a spirit of online academic engagement that is independent, 

informative and distinctive in character and in style. 

http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-

development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Bl

air 

 

Titles range from  

The Shaping of Black London to the first Black settlers in the 18th century to 

today’s denizens of the metropolis. 

 

Designing renewal on Europe's multi-ethnic urban edge: the case of 

Bijlmermeer, Amsterdam  

Designing renewal of large high-rise and often multi-ethnic housing estates is a 

major challenge facing planners of post-Maastricht urban Europe. 

 

Du Bois and the century of African liberation: the man - his mind, 

philosophy and morals. Increasingly Dr W E B Du Bois is seen as a scholar with a 
prophetic view of the Black man in the twentieth century. 

 

Urbanism and poetics: the role of Europe's Black intellectuals in the African 

digital diaspora. This pamphlet explores the role of Black intellectuals in a 
possible process of Black re-engagement with the modern Western world. 

 

The city as a 'race' problem 

London’s African and Afro-Caribbean people were by the 1960s a well-

established group. 

 

High rise, hard living: on being Black in London's tower blocks 

By law and practice, a low-income family in housing need could get on the list 
for 1960s high-rise municipal housing. 

 

Before London: coping with freedom and its discontents 

This essay seeks to raise awareness of the coping strategies the freed Black 
peoples used to build new lives in Caribbean cities following emancipation in 

1883/84. 

 
A travelling people: Caribbean migration on the verge of departure to Great 

Britain 

This study reveals that colonial Afro-Caribbean people, with their yearning for 

freedom and opportunity, were a traveling community of cultures for centuries 

before establishing major outposts in Britain in the 20th century. 
 

The Impact agenda 

http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair
http://socialwelfare.bl.uk/subject-areas/services-activity/community-development/pub_index.aspx?PublisherID=149777&PublisherName=Editions+Blair
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Black London eMonograph series  

Prof Thom Blair reflects on use of Internet and social media by Black 
communities and scholars to disseminate ideas, and calls for this material to be 

captured and preserved as part of Britain's cultural heritage. 

 
Black Britain: organising for media diversity 

The Chronicleworld was Britain's first Internet magazine monitoring Black British 

Communities post 1997. 

 
Black Britain: cross the digital divide 

The Chronicleworld was Britain's first Internet magazine monitoring Black British 

Communities post 1997. 

 

Black Britain: our Olympian struggle 
The Chronicleworld was Britain's first Internet magazine monitoring Black British 

Communities post 1997. 

 
 

 

 


