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Teachers’ Notes 
 

Theme: Civilians 

Subject area: Bombing raids and the Home Front 

Rationale 
There is a common misconception that there was little destruction away from the trenches and 

that bombing raids were restricted to World War Two. The aim of this exercise is to introduce 

students to the Home Front of World War One across Europe and to begin to explore the 

extent of the destruction and how this affected lives. Some previous learning regarding soldiers 

and the Home Front is needed to contextualise.  

Content 
Historical sources: 

 Photograph - Looking at a portion of a Zeppelin bomb 

 Child’s essay - Impressions of the airship raids over London, as recorded by boys in 

London  

 Child’s drawing - Done by the enemy! 

 Photograph - Buildings destroyed by bombardment in Venice 

 Child’s essay - School essay written by a student about a fictitious attack on London 

 

Recommended reading (short articles): 

Aerial warfare during the First World War by Bernard Wilkin 

Children’s experiences of the First World War by Dr Stacy Gillis and Dr Emma Short 

Key questions 

 What do these pieces of evidence reveal about how the war extended beyond the front 

line? 

 What were Zeppelins and how were they used for air-attack? 

 What do these pieces of evidence reveal about the attitudes and experiences of 

German and British children? 

 What are the stories of the people inspecting the portion of the Zeppelin? 

 What evidence is there of air-raids taking place in Europe? The following sites are 

recommended to help with this question: 

The National Archives 

Wikipedia 

 How significant a role did air-raids play in World War I? The following site is 

recommended to help with this question:  

Century of Flight 

 

http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/looking-at-portion-of-zeppelin-bomb
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/impressions-airship-raids-over-london-schoolchildren
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/impressions-airship-raids-over-london-schoolchildren
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/done-by-the-enemy-childs-drawing
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/buildings-destroyed-bombardment-venice
http://www.bl.uk/collection-items/school-essay-fictitious-attack
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/aerial-warfare-during-world-war-one
http://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/childrens-experiences-of-world-war-one
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/firstworldwar/spotlights/airraids.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_bombing_during_World_War_I
http://www.century-of-flight.net/
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Activities 
1.) Share the German and British accounts of air-raids. What are Zeppelins? What are the 

similarities and differences between the accounts? Why might these exist?  

2.) Share the photograph of the people looking at the fragment of a Zeppelin bomb. Who 

are these people? What are their stories? There is no information about who the people 

in the photograph were and therefore students will need to work in groups to construct 

their stories and experiences both leading up to and during the raid. These could be 

acted out or written. Each group could take on a different character. Examples of 

questions students might ask could either be given or discussed by students in groups 

depending on ability. An example for the soldier might be: why is the soldier at home 

and not at war? This could be for a number of reasons. It may be that he was on leave, 

or that he was recovering from injury, or that he was part of the home guard. Students 

will need to conduct research to find the answers to their questions that will form the 

stories of their characters. Upon feedback, students should gain a sense of the different 

people, the roles they played and the effects of the bombing raids upon them.  

3.) What evidence is there of bombing raids taking place in other places? Students should 

carry out research to find out which places in Europe were bombed, by who and when. 

It may be possible to plot this information on a map. Why were these places targeted?  

4.) Final group discussion. How much impact did the bombing raids of World War One 

have? Inform students that bombing raids were halted as a result of the destruction 

impact being felt not to be worth the cost of the fleet and loss of planes. This may be 

an interesting question to explore with students following on from their investigation 

into the civilian impact. 

 

Extension activities 

 Students may wish to extend the final discussion by considering the bombing raids of 

World War Two.  

 The following site provides a census for bombing in Britain during World War Two:  

The National Archives 

For example, students may consider Allied bombings in Dresden and Cologne among 

others.  

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/records/research-guides/maps-bomb-census-survey.htm

