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Sustainability Industry Guide

This guide is designed for anyone starting or running a business related to the
Sustainability Industry.

We have highlighted some of the key resources about the Sustainability Industry that
you can find at the Business & IP Centre such as general research (statistics, trends
and developments), key companies, trade magazines and newsletters.

For more technical information on issues raised in this guide, please consult
the British Library online catalogue.

All you need is a free Reader Pass.

About the Business & IP Centre (BIPC)

The Business & IP Centre is here to help you start and grow your business. We offer
one to ones, specialist workshops, inspiring events and access to premium market
data and intelligence all for free. We are home to the UK’s largest collection of
business and intellectual property (IP) information, as well as a thriving community of
entrepreneurs. Based in the British Library and over 70 libraries across the UK.

Here to help

If you have any questions, our information specialists at the Business & IP Centre
will be happy to help. You can pop into the BIPC reading room on the first floor in
the British Library, or email one of the team at bipc@bl.uk

Updated April 2025
Amy Miller

bl.uk/bipc

m linkedin

Instagram
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Start-Up Information
{3 COBRA

The Cobra database contains practical fact-sheets on all aspects of starting,
running and managing a small business — including information on writing business
plans, marketing, company structures etc.

It also covers the practical aspects of how to start and run particular types of
businesses — outlining necessary skills, regulations, licences and legislation etc.
and highlights other sources of information and advice available.

Accessible via electronic resources.

Sector Updates (SEC)

Green Energy SEC110
Renewable Energy SECO081

Business Opportunity Profiles (BOP/MBP)

Recycling Consultant MBP333
Renewable Energy Technician BOP567
Bioenergy Crop Growing MBPO057
Sustainability Consultant MBP333

Business Information Factsheets (BIF)

Retailer Take-Back Service

for Electrical Waste BIF543
A Guide to the Environmental
Protection Act BIF060
A Guide to Packaging

Waste Regulations BIF327
Calculating your

Carbon Footprint BIF569

ISO 14001 Environmental
Management Standard BIF089



Sources of Business Information (SOU)

Waste and Resources

Action Programme SOU0094
Environment and Climate

Change (Wales) SOU0611
Solar Energy UK SOU1036
INCPEN

(Sustainable packaging) SOU0431

Social Enterprise UK SOU0580



Market Research and Statistics

If you are planning on starting a business you will need to be aware of the latest
trends, developments and opportunities within your industry which can all be found
from market research.

eMarketer.

DIGITAL INTELLIGENCE

eMarketer

eMarketer produces reports from high-level overviews of the trends, forces, and
players affecting the industry, to product and company rankings and comparisons
focused on digital consumer and retail markets.

CES 2024: Al, Sustainability, and Inclusivity Saturate the Tech Universe
(Jan 24, 2024)

UK Resale 2023: Secondhand Sales Gain Momentum as Shoppers Seek
Bargains—and Sustainability—Online (Oct 27, 2023)

Sustainability in e-Commerce 2021

FROST & SULLIVAN

Frost & Sullivan

Frost & Sullivan publish many reports analysing market and technological
developments within the global energy market. The following list is a selection of
recent titles:

Breakthrough Advancements in Wave and Tidal Renewable Energy Generation

Innovations in Wastewater Treatment, Renewable Fuels, Vertical Farming,
Agricultural Robots, Crop Protection, and Solar-Powered Desalination

Growth Opportunities in the Direct Air Carbon Capture Industry

Growth Opportunities and Business Models Driving Sustainability in
Pharmaceuticals Industry




IBISWorld

WHERE KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

IBISWorld

Market research also covers market size and forecasts, consumer demographics
and attitudes, the key players and products and will often include SWOT and
PEST analysis showing areas of strength, weakness, opportunities etc.IBIS World
IBISWorld provides trusted industry research on thousands of industries worldwide.
Their analysts leverage economic, demographic and market data, then add
analytical and forward-looking insight, to help organizations of all types make better
decisions.

Total use of renewable and waste energy sources (B6410)

Wind Power Generation in the UK (SP0.042)

Solar Panel Installation in the UK (SP0O.049)

Renewable Electricity Generation in the UK (SPO.129)

Lithium Battery Manufacturing in UK (SP0O.090)

Waste-to-Energy Plant Operation in the UK (SP0O.044)

Scrap Metal Recycling in the UK (SP0O.092)

Cooking Oil Recycling in the UK (SP0.045)

Tyre & Rubber Recycling in the UK (SPO.046)

Waste & Scrap Wholesaling in the UK (G46.770)

Non-Hazardous Waste Collection in the UK (E38.110)

Sorted Material Recovery in the UK (E38.320)

(Some of the UK reports above will also have equivalents for the US,
Canada, Ireland & some other countries)




MINTEL

Mintel

Mintel provides market research and consumer intelligence solutions to
consumer-focused businesses with a combination of syndicated tools and
custom insight solutions.

Global Outlook on Sustainability: A Consumer Study 2024-25 + Food and Drink +
Beauty and Personal Care + Household Focus

Sustainability in Household Care — UK — 2023

Everyday Sustainability — UK — 2023

Sustainability in Beauty and Personal Care — UK — 2023
Sustainability in Food Service — UK — 2023

Fashion and Sustainability — UK — 2023

Sustainability in Technology — UK — 2023

Sustainability in Travel — UK — 2023

Sustainability in Food — UK — 2023

Statista

Statista is a global data and business intelligence platform with an extensive
collection of statistics, reports, and insights on over 80,000 topics from 22,500
sources in 170 industries.

Sustainability — Statistics and Facts topic

Global Climate Change

ESG Investing

Green Banking

Sustainability in e-commerce

Sustainable food industry



Sustainability in tech
Renewable energy in Europe
Sustainable tourism worldwide

There are usually similar titles for other countries on Statista along with stand-alone
statistics and surveys



Trade Magazines and Journals

Useful for gaining inside knowledge, recent trends, industry news, company profiles,
reviews of new products and services. Some contain annual reviews and company
contact lists. Mostly available on open shelves in the Business & IP Centre

reading room; older issues may be ordered via Explore the British Library

(please ask for help).

Refer to our Energy Industry Guide for a full list of energy sector trade magazines,
most of which will include sustainable information. Most Energy magazines are held
in Science 2 and Science 3 Reading Rooms. Only included here are publications for
which the latest edition held is dated July 2019 or later.

Biofuels International
(Woodcote Media, 6 issues per year)

[(P) 333.9539-E(3)] in Science 2 Reading Room

Designed to appeal to those who wish to learn and be
kept abreast of this increasingly important area, the
magazine encompasses, biodiesel, bioethanol, and
biomass.

biefuels
iNntermational

x.com/BioFuelsMag
biofuels-news.com/latest_magazine

Bloenergv Bioenergy Insight
' InSight (Woodcote Media, 6 issues per year)

e [(P) 333.953905-E(2)] in Science 2 Reading Room

Designed to appeal to those who wish to learn and be
kept abreast of this increasingly important area, the
magazine encompasses, biogas, biomass, and pellets.

x.com/Bioenergylnfo
bioenergy-news.com

a r Carbon Capture Journal
(Future Energy Publishing, 6 issues per year)
[(P)628.532-E(1)] in Science 2 Reading Room

Carbon Capture Journal is the world's leading magazine
for carbon capture storage and utilisation, published by
Future Energy Publishing in London. They have been
publishing since 2007.

Journal

x.com/Bioenergylnfo
bioenergy-news.com


http://x.com/BioFuelsMag
http://biofuels-news.com/latest_magazine
http://x.com/BioenergyInfo
http://bioenergy-news.com/
http://x.com/BioenergyInfo
http://bioenergy-news.com/

BUSINESS JOURNAL

SUSTAINABLE

EUSINESS MAGAZINE

ENVIRONMENT

CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL BUSINESS
INFORMATION FROM THE UK SINCE 1993

Green Business Journal
(Distinctive Media Group, 4 issues per year)

[Online Resource]

The Green Business Journal is an unbiased digital
publication written to highlight the latest and biggest
green business and environmental news from across the
UK, aiming to support, inspire and generate collaboration
for a sustainable future.

x.com/GreenBizJournal
greenbusinessjournal.co.uk

Sustainable Business Magazine
(Sustainable Media, 4-6 issues per year)

[Online Resource]

Sustainable Business Magazine helps to spread
awareness of the values of sustainability, as well as the
exciting ways in which institutions continue to meet
challenges and champion corporate social responsibility.

Subscription to Sustainable Business Magazine
is free of charge.

x.com/SustMagazine
sustainablebusinessmagazine.net

Environment Times
(Future Energy Publishing, 6 issues per year)

[(P)SP 06-E(18)]

Environment Times is an established, trusted, and leading
voice on all things sustainability — engaging with a highly
targeted audience of global executives.

Environment Times is also available online:

environmenttimes.co.uk/marketplace/item/1126-
environment-times-latest-digital-edition

x.com/EnvironmentTime
environmenttimes.co.uk


http://x.com/GreenBizJournal
greenbusinessjournal.co.uk
http://x.com/SustMagazine
http://sustainablebusinessmagazine.net/
environmenttimes.co.uk/marketplace/item/1126-environment-times-latest-digital-edition
environmenttimes.co.uk/marketplace/item/1126-environment-times-latest-digital-edition
http://x.com/EnvironmentTime
environmenttimes.co.uk

€S

REVIEW

5

ESG Review
(Future Energy Publishing, 4 issues per year)
[online resource]

ESG Review is intended to spark the collaboration and
awareness needed for a sustainable future. It is devoted
to the environmental, social, and governance (ESG)
strategies, technologies, and investments that companies
are making to create sustainability over the long term.

ESG Review is free to read online.

x.com/ESG_Review _
esgreview.net
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Business News and Journals

EBSCOhost

DOW JONES il EMIS
J FACTIVA 5| Business So,ur{e > m
P Complete z. /<\ In, On and For Emerging Markets

Factiva

In order to find the latest news on your topic it is always worth searching Factiva,
Business Source Complete and EMIS.

Business Source Complete

You will find articles from specialist business and academic journals, as well as
newspapers and magazines. You may also find market research reports and case
studies. As well as profiles of leading industry figures.

EMIS

You will also find articles covering recent developments and predicting future trends
in your industry.

11



Small Business Help Books

This is a collection of books with practical information aimed at those starting and
running a business. Located in the Centre, unless otherwise stated.

SUSTAINABLE
AND GREEN

SUPPLY CHAINS
AND LOGISTICS

1 by OZLEM BAK

Power and
Corporate
Responsibility

Dimensions, Purpose and
Value

JANIEL MALAN

Sustainable and Green Supply Chains and Logistics:
Case Studies Collection Edited by Ozlem Bak

(KoganPage, 2021)
[SBH.ENT.07 — Entrepreneurship Studies Section]

This book covers the impact of sustainable and green
practices in supply chain applications, the benefits and
implications of sustainable and green practices upon
organisations, the potential solutions for sustainable and
green practices in supply chains and the learnings and
discussion points raised for future implications of
sustainable and green practices in supply chains.

A Guide to Sustainable Corporate Responsibility:
From Theory to Action
by Caroline D. Ditlev-Simonsen

(Palgrave Macmillan, 2022)

[SBH.ODHR.249 — Organisational Development & HR
Section]

Each of this book’s 12 chapters provides guidance on
how to move forward and change for a more sustainable
future with a comprehensive overview of different
components related to sustainability in corporate practice.

This book is also available through Open Access:

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-
88203-7

Power and Corporate Responsibility:
Dimensions, Purpose and Value by Daniel Malan

(Routledge, 2024)

[SBH.ODHR.270 — Organisational Development & HR
Section]

This title discusses corporate responsibility more broadly
as a necessary aspect of economic activity for the
success and development of sustainable practices.

12
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Edited by Nicholas Ind
and Sandra Horfings

BRANDS

WITH A CONSCIENCE

How to huild a successful
and responsible brand

MARY ROBINSON

A tmely additen t the retng 12/ very repas ercrprenest
—Phiip Wolen, Fermer V7. Caibask

Vegan
Ventures

Start and Grow an Ethical Business

min>*a -
s % i

Katrina Fox

Brands with a Conscience: How to Build a Successful
and Responsible Brand Edited by Nicholas Ind and
Sandra Horlings

(KoganPage, 2016)

[SBH.MSM.238 — Marketing and Social Media Section]

Using a series of case studies, this book looks at various
brands through the lens of sustainability and eco- and
social conscientiousness and provides a framework for
building a responsible brand.

The Fair Trade Revolution Edited by John Bowes

(Pluto Press, 2011)
[SBH.BT.139 — Business Topics Section]

This book covers the history and development of the ‘fair
trade’ movement in global agricultural products and
natural resources with discussions about the successes,
challenges, and future of the certification.

Vegan Ventures: Start and Grow and Ethical Business
by Katrina Fox

(Vegan Business Media, 2015)
[SBH.BT.199 — Business Topics Section]

Interviews with 65 owners of successful vegan-run
businesses in the US, Canada, UK and Australia, as well
as vegan marketing, PR and business growth
professionals.

13



Books specialising in sustainable fashion:

.
>
&

SUSTAINABLE _{7§
JEWELLERY “

A Practical Guide to Sustainable Fashion
by Alison Gwilt

(Bloomsbury Visual Arts, 2018)
[SBH.BT.181 — Business Topics Section]

This book is a guide for exploring new ways of designing
and producing garments. It features practical exercises
and insightful interviews with contemporary designers
from around the world and will inspire and support
designers to embed sustainability practices at the core
of fashion.

Sustainable Jewellery: Principles and Processes for
Creating and Ethical Brand by Jose Luis Fettolini

(Promopress, 2018)
[SBH.BT.184 — Business Topics Section]

Through case studies, examples and interviews with
designers and representatives of international firms that
have taken up the challenge of creating ethical and
responsible jewellery, this book aims to serve as
inspiration for any designer who wishes to run a jewellery
firm in a sustainable way.

Slow Fashion: Aesthetics Meets Ethics
by Safia Minney

(New Internationalist Publications, 2016)
[SBH.BT.99 — Business Topics Section]

This book celebrates the new slow-fashion, sustainable-
fashion movement and provides guidance and resources
as part of a campaign to change the fashion industry.

14
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Online Market Research Sources

Deloitte

FETR,

I -
~ NRS Evidence
< &l Matters

McKinsey
Sustainability

SHIFT
NS'GHT

SHIFT
SUSTAINABILITY

Deloitte — Sustainable consumer behaviour
and lifestyle 2023

https://lwww2.deloitte.com/uk/en/pages/consumer-
business/articles/sustainable-consumer.html

Information available for free as part of their sustainability
and climate platform.

Market Research Society — Sustainability in Research

mrs.org.uk/topic/sustainability-in-research

The Market Research Society (MRS) is the UK
professional body for research, insight and analytics.

McKinsey Sustainability — Insights

mckinsey.com/capabilities/sustainability/our-insights

A collection of insights and reports about issues in
sustainability across sectors offered by McKinsey with
an international scope.

Shift Sustainability — Research Reports

shift-sustainability.co.uk/sustainability-research-
reports

Shift provides independent sustainability research to
equip organisations with actionable data and insight.
These insights are given freely to help organisations
combat climate change and other environmental and
social challenges.
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ESG Score Providers

SUSTAINALYTICS

a Marningstar company

SHIFT
NSIGHT

SHIFT
SUSTAINABILITY

Sustainalytics by Morningstar

sustainalytics.com

Sustainalytics works with hundreds of the world’s leading
asset managers and pension funds who incorporate ESG
and corporate governance information and assessments
into their investment processes. Sustainalytics also works
with hundreds of companies and their financial
intermediaries to help them consider sustainability in
policies, practices and capital projects.

Shift Sustainability — Research Reports

shift-sustainability.co.uk/sustainability-research-
reports/

Shift provides independent sustainability research to
equip organisations with actionable data and insight.
These insights are given freely to help organisations
combat climate change and other environmental and
social challenges.
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Sustainability Organisations
for Business

Contains lists of companies and industry contacts. Some have annual industry
reviews and specialist articles.

soobens
Wity

GOV.UK

o The
"= GREEN PROVIDERS
Directory

- * UK
® BUSINESS

“ % CLIMATE HUB

UK Government Sustainable Procurement Toolkit

gov.uk/guidance/sustainable-procurement-tools

Find out what good practice in sustainable procurement
looks like and what tools are available.

Blue Patch

bluepatch.org

Blue Patch is the UK’s Sustainable Directory listing
sustainable and ethical brands, creative makers, services
and great experiences — from city to countryside. They are
a not-for-profit organisation and invest 100% of surplus
revenue in community energy, championing the UK’s
green economy and a positive future.

Green Providers

green-providers.co.uk

The UK’s leading directory of eco-friendly, fair trade and
ethical companies. The green directory is free and easy to
use. Everything you need for ethical and sustainable
living in one place. Suppliers are listed in easy-to-use
sections, with a brief description of what they provide.

UK Business Climate Hub

businessclimatehub.uk

The UK Business Climate Hub provides net zero advice
for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the
UK. It is a shared endeavour, developed with the
Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ),
the SME Climate Hub and the UK’s main business
organisations, energy networks, high street banks and
professional bodies.
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SME Climate Hub

smeclimatehub.org

The SME Climate Commitment is the official pathway for
small and medium sized businesses to join the UN
Climate Change High Level Champion’s Race to Zero
campaign. It was initiated in 2020 by Majda Dabaghi (ICC)
and Johan Falk (ERI). It is a global initiative that aims to
mainstream climate action in the small to medium sized
business community, and enable SMEs to build resilient
businesses for the future.

They have a free online calculator for measuring your
business’s emissions:

smeclimatehub.org/start-measuring
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Internet Sources

Websites containing free sources of policy, industry statistics, information
and contacts.

OECD International Programme for Action on Climate (IPAC)

The OECD International Programme for Action on Climate (IPAC) supports country
progress towards net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and a more resilient
economy by 2050. Through regular tracking, policy evaluation and feedback on
results and best practices, IPAC helps countries strengthen and co-ordinate their
climate action. It complements and supports the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement
monitoring frameworks.

oecd.org/greengrowth

Carbon Trust

Climate pioneers for more than 20 years, we partner with leading businesses,
governments and financial institutions to accelerate their route to Net Zero. We are
your expert guide to turn your climate ambition into impact.

carbontrust.com

The Prince’s Responsible Business Network

Business in the Community (BITC) is the UK’s largest and most influential
responsible business network dedicated to building a fairer and greener world
together, supported by His Majesty The King for over 40 years. They inspire, engage
and challenge purposeful leaders to take practical action to mobilise their collective
strength as a force for good in society.

bitc.org.uk

The British Business Bank

The British Business Bank offers sustainability advice for small businesses in the
UK, from understanding ESG to measuring the carbon footprint of your business.

british-business-bank.co.uk/business-guidance/guidance-
articles/sustainability
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Other British Library Guides

You can read about the British Library’s Sustainability and Climate Change
Strategy here:

blogs.bl.uk/living-knowledge/2024/10/our-new-sustainability-and-climate-
change-strategy

Disclaimer

Please note that every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the
information contained in this document, however some recently acquired items

may since have been added to the collection. Please ask for help at the enquiry desk
or check the online catalogue “Explore the British Library” explore.bl.uk for

more details.
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The Business & IP Centre is here to help you start and grow your business.
We offer one-to-ones, specialist workshops, inspiring events and access

to premium market data and intelligence - all for free. We are home to

the UK's largest collection of business and intellectual property (IP)
information, as well as a thriving community of entrepreneurs.

Based in the British Library and over 70 libraries across the UK.

Visit the Business & IP Centre or bl.uk/bipc to find out more.
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