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Footwear Industry Guide 

This guide is designed for anyone starting or running a business related to the 
Footwear Industry.  
 
We have highlighted some of the key resources about the Footwear Industry that 
you can find at the Business & IP Centre such as general research (statistics, trends 
and developments), key companies, trade magazines and newsletters.  
 
All you need is a free Reader Pass. 
 
 

About the Business & IP Centre (BIPC) 

The Business & IP Centre is here to help you start and grow your business. We offer 
one-to-ones, specialist workshops, inspiring events and access to premium market 
data and intelligence - all for free. We are home to the UK’s largest collection of 
business and intellectual property (IP) information, as well as a thriving community of 
entrepreneurs. Based in the British Library and over 70 libraries across the UK.  
  
  

Here to help 

If you have any questions, our information specialists at the Business & IP Centre 
will be happy to help. You can pop into the BIPC reading room on the first floor in  
the British Library, or email one of the team at bipc@bl.uk 
  
 
Updated January 2026 
Gail Mitchell 
 
 
 
 

bl.uk/bipc 

 

linkedin 

Instagram  

mailto:bipc@bl.uk
http://www.bl.uk/bipc
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/business-ipcentre
https://www.instagram.com/businessandipcentre/?hl=en
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Start-Up Information 
 
 
 
 

 
The Cobra database contains practical fact-sheets on all aspects of starting, 
running and managing a small business – including information on writing business 
plans, marketing, company structures etc. 
 
It also covers the practical aspects of how to start and run particular types of 
businesses – outlining necessary skills, regulations, licences and legislation etc.  
and highlights other sources of information and advice available. 
 
Accessible via electronic resources. 
 

Business Opportunity Profiles (BOP)  

Fashion Designer  BOP003 

Vintage Clothing Retailer  BOP562 

 

Mini Business Opportunity Profiles (MBP)  

Footwear Retail  MBP467 

Outsize Clothing Shop  MBP236 

Shoe Repairer  MBP325 

 

Industry Snapshot (SYN)  

Fashion Retail  SYN005 

 

Sector Update (SEC)  

Fashion Retail  SEC021 

 

Research Brief (SRG)  

Fashion Retail  SRG012 
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Market Research and Statistics 

If you are planning on starting a business you will need to be aware of the latest 
trends, developments and opportunities within your industry which can all be found 
from market research. 
Market research also covers market size and forecasts, consumer demographics 
and attitudes, the key players and products and will often include SWOT and  
PEST analysis showing areas of strength, weakness, opportunities etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

EMIS 

EMIS is a research database covering markets research, data and news for 
international markets, companies, and industries. 
 

• United Kingdom - Footwear Retail, September 2025 (Marketline) 

• United Kingdom – Green Fashion, January 2025 (Marketline) 

• Europe - Footwear Retail, September 2025 (Marketline) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

IBISWorld 

IBISWorld provides trusted industry research on thousands of industries worldwide. 
Their analysts leverage economic, demographic and market data, then add 
analytical and forward-looking insight, to help organizations of all types make better 
decisions. 
 

• Clothing, Footwear & Leather Goods Retailing in the UK, July 2025 

• Clothing & Footwear Wholesaling in the UK, February 2025 

• Footwear & Leather Goods Repair in the UK, October 2024 
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• Footwear Manufacturing in the UK, April 2025 

• Footwear Retailers in the UK, November 2025  

• Online Footwear Retailers in the UK, April 2024  

 

 

 

 

Mintel 

Mintel provides market research and consumer intelligence solutions to  
consumer-focused businesses with a combination of syndicated tools and  
custom insight solutions. 

 

• Fashion & Sustainability – UK  

• Footwear Retailing – UK  

• Sports Goods Retailing – UK  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Passport Euromonitor International 

Passport Euromonitor International is a market research platform offering industry 
data, consumer insights and macroeconomic trends from over 200 countries around 
the world. 
 

• Apparel and Footwear in the United Kingdom 

• Apparel and Footwear Specialist Retailers in the United Kingdom 

• Footwear in the United Kingdom 
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Statista 

Statista is a global data and business intelligence platform with an extensive 
collection of statistics, reports, and insights on over 80,000 topics from 22,500 
sources in 170 industries. 
 

• Footwear in the United Kingdom 2025 
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Trade Magazines and Journals 

Useful for gaining inside knowledge, recent trends, industry news, company profiles, 
reviews of new products and services. Some contain annual reviews and company 
contact lists. Mostly available on open shelves in the Business & IP Centre  
reading room; older issues may be ordered via the British Library catalogue 
catalogue.bl.uk (please ask for help). 
 

 

Footprint: The Journal of Independent footwear 

Retailers Association (IFRA) 

[ZK.9.b.8686]  
[Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue] 

This journal is written for owners of shoe shops. Covers 
all types of footwear including sports, children’s, women’s, 
men’s, fashion, shoe care/cleaning; includes information 
on accessories and new products and company news. 
1995 - 

 

Footwear and Fashion Extras  

(Reflex Publishing)  

[Humanities P.443/488]  
[Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue] 

Trade magazine for the fashion accessories and footwear 
industry. Covers luggage, handbags, shoes, boots, 
leather goods, bags jewellery, travel goods, briefcases, 
hats, gloves, scarves, umbrellas, rainwear, sunglasses 
and materials. 1983 - 

 

Footwear in Ireland  

(Futura Communications Ltd, 2000 onwards) 

[(P) MR 00-E (25)] [Science 3] 

Provides information on Irish footwear including news on 
companies and products, shoe retailing and 
manufacturing. 

 
 

 

https://catalogue.bl.uk/
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Out on a limb: Footwear and Accessories  

(C1 Publishing, 2000 onwards)  

[(P) MR 00- E (23)] [Science 3] 

Contains new products report for men’s and women’s 
shoes, trainers, boots, sports footwear, handbags, 
sunglasses, gloves, travel bags and leather goods. 

 
 

 

World Sports Activewear: the international Magazine 

for Sports Textiles and Apparel  

(Textile Trade Publishing, 1995 onwards) 

 [(P) MO 71 - E (3)] [Science 3]  

Includes information on sports clothing and footwear, 
particularly for outdoor sports (climbing, camping, walking, 
exploration, water sports, rowing, canoeing, skiing, 
snowboarding, and golf). Also includes some news about 
other products. 
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Business News and Journals 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Factiva 

In order to find the latest news on your topic it is always worth searching Factiva, 
Business Source Complete and EMIS. 
 
 

 

Business Source Complete 

You will find articles from specialist business and academic journals, as well as 
newspapers and magazines. You may also find market research reports and case 
studies. As well as profiles of leading industry figures. 
 
 

 

EMIS 

You will also find articles covering recent developments and predicting future trends 
in your industry. 
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Small Business Help Books 

This is a collection of books with practical information aimed at those starting and 
running a business. Located in the Centre, unless otherwise stated. 
 

Design Create Sell: a guide to starting and running a 

successful fashion business by Alison Lewy (2012)  

[SBH.BT.21] 

Alison ran her own fashion label for 15 years and is the 
founder of Fashion Angels. This book takes you through 
the planning stages, the production process, building your 
brand and how to do your marketing and PR. 

 

Fashion Buying and Merchandising: The Fashion 

Buyer in a Digital Society (Rosy Boardman, Rachel 

Parker-Strak, Claudia E. Henninger 2020)  

[Electronic Legal Deposit - access through the main 
catalogue, onsite only] 

This book is a comprehensive guide to 21st-century 
fashion buying and merchandising, considering fast 
fashion, sustainability, ethical issues, omnichannel 
retailing, and computer-aided design. 

 

Fashion buying: from trend forecasting to shop floor  

(David Shaw, Dimitri Koumbis 2020)  

[Electronic Legal Deposit - access through the main 
catalogue, onsite only] 

This book looks at what fashion buying entails in terms of 
the activities, processes and people involved - from the 
perspective of the fashion buyer. 

 

Fashion careers  

(Susan Henneberg 2017)  

[SBH.BT.29] 

Easy-to-read guide highlighting some of the most 
interesting jobs that take place behind the scenes in the 
fashion industry. Readers will get a glimpse at what it 
takes to make it as a retail buyer, stylist, fashion writer, 
and more. 
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Fashion entrepreneur: starting your own fashion 

business (Sandra Burke 2013)  

[SBH.BT.30] 

This book outlines the traits and techniques fashion 
designers use to set up small businesses. The topics 
include: creativity and innovation, writing business plans, 
raising finance, sales and marketing, and the small 
business management skills needed to run a creative 
company on a day-to-day basis. 

 

Fashion Retailing:from managing to merchandising  

(Dimitri Koumbis 2020)  

[Electronic Legal Deposit - access through the main 
catalogue, onsite only]  

This book covers such things as branding, consumer 
behaviour, market research, store management, store 
design, and online retail. 

 
 

Fashion stylist’s handbook  

(Danielle Griffiths 2016)  

[SBH.BT.32] 

A no-nonsense, practical guide on how to succeed, from 
landing your first job as an assistant to starting your own 
business as a freelance fashion stylist. It features 
interviews with international contemporary fashion stylists 
and advice from experts working within the PR industry. 

 

Guide to fashion career planning: job search, 

resumes, and strategies for success  

(V. Ann Paulins/ Julie L. Hillery 2016)  

[SBH.BT.37] [Also Electronic Legal Deposit - access 
through the main catalogue, onsite only] 

This book helps individuals interested in entering the 
fashion industry prepare for successful careers - from self-
assessment and goal setting to landing the first job. This 
book presents a seamless and comprehensive approach 
to everything needed for professional and career 
development, including resume writing, interviewing, job 
search strategies, internships, and portfolios for fashion 
design, merchandising or retail careers. 
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Guide to Producing a Fashion Show  

(Judith C Everett, Kristin K Swanson 2018)  

[Electronic Legal Deposit - access through the main 
catalogue, onsite only]  

Comprehensive guide on how to put on a fashion show. 

 

 
 

 

How to draw like a fashion illustrator: skills and 

techniques to develop your visual style  

(Robyn Neild 2015)  

[SBH.BT.49] 

This step-by-step guide provides an insight into how to 
illustrate fashion designs and get your ideas down on 
paper. 

 

 

How to Put On a Fashion Show  

(Eric Musgrave 2014)  

[SBH.BT.59]  

Detailed practical guide on how to put on a fashion show, 
including venue selection, stage design, music and 
lighting, publicity and clothes and model selection. 

 

 

How to Set Up and Run a Fashion Label  

(Toby Meadows 2019)  

[SBH.BT.63] 

A no-nonsense guide to running your own business, 
whether it is within the clothing, accessories or footwear 
sectors. Packed with tips, case studies, and tasks to help 
you analyze yourself, your market and your product, the 
book is designed for anyone wanting to start their own 
fashion business. 
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Slow Fashion: aesthetics meets ethics  

(Safia Minney 2016)  

[SBH.BT.99] [Also Electronic Legal Deposit - access 
through the main catalogue, onsite only]  

This book offers creatives, entrepreneurs and ethical 
consumers alike a glimpse into the innovative world of the 
Eco-concept store movement, sustainable design and 
business that puts people, livelihoods and sustainability 
central to everything they do. 

 
 

 

Street Style: an ethnography of fashion blogging  

(Brent Luvaas 2016)  

[SBH.BT.125]  

[Also Electronic Legal Deposit - access through the main 
catalogue, onsite only] 

This book documents the evolution of street style 
photography, from the fieldwork photos of early 
anthropology to the glamorized snapshots that appear on 
blogs today and explores the structural shifts in the global 
fashion industry that street style has helped bring about. 

 
 

The Fundamentals of digital fashion marketing  

(Clare Harris 2020)  

[Electronic Legal Deposit - access through the main 
catalogue, onsite only] 

Introduces and explores contemporary digital practice 
within the fashion industry. It identifies key digital 
marketing approaches and emerging technologies and 
examines their place in contemporary fashion careers and 
the opportunities they create for fashion graduates to 
design, promote and market themselves in a range of 
sites and formats. 
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A Practical Guide to Sustainable Fashion  

(Alison Gwilt 2020)  

[Electronic Legal Deposit - access through the main 
catalogue, onsite only] 

Handbook for both students and professionals in the 
fashion and textile industries. Gives an overview of the 
following topics: garment design; sourcing and selecting 
fabrics and techniques; pattern making and toiling; 
garment construction; distribution; clothing care and 
maintenance; reuse and re-manufacture; and material 
recycling. 

 

European Fashion Law (Rosie Burbidge 2019)  

[SBH.BT.192] [Also Electronic Legal Deposit - access 
through the main catalogue, onsite only] 

A Practical Guide from Start-up to Global Success 
provides an accessible guide to the legal issues 
associated with running a fashion business in Europe. 
This concise book follows the lifecycle of a fashion 
business from protecting initial designs through to  
global expansion. 

 

Fashion conscious (Sarah Klymkiw 2020)  

[SBH.BT.198] 

Learn how to love your clothes by reusing, swapping and 
mending what you already have and discover how to 
choose wisely when you do buy something new. 

This practical, positive and empowering book will open 
eyes to the impact our clothing choices have on people 
and the planet and empower children to demand answers 
to questions and take action. 

 

 

Fashion promotion in practice  

(Jon Cope, Dennis Maloney 2019)  

[SBH.BT.201] [Also 2020 edition Electronic Legal Deposit 
- access through the main catalogue, onsite only] 

This book both instructs and inspires through an 
entertaining look at contemporary promotional practice 
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within the fashion industry, showing you how you can apply this to your own future 
brands and campaigns. 
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Directories 

 

All-in-One Directory  

(Gebbie Press) 2021  

[(B) DIR 338.761070572025 BUS]  

The directory contains a publications index, a listing of 
publications by industry sector and includes footwear and 
leather goods. 

 

 

 

 

Department Store Yearbook 2020  

(Media One Communications Ltd)  

[(B) DIR 381.14102541 BUS] 

Essential guide for department store buyers and decision 
makers. Directory of suppliers by type of goods, clothing, 
shoes etc. Also lists associations and events/exhibitions. 

 
  



 16 

Internet Sources 

Websites containing free sources of policy, industry statistics, information  
and contacts. 
 
 

British Footwear Association 

Part of the site is available to non-members and includes information about hard-to-
find footwear. A guide to consumer rights and a directory of suppliers/designers. 
There is also a Knowledge Area which provides answers to frequently answered 
questions and gives some marketing statistics.  

britishfootwearassociation.co.uk 
 
 

British Independent Retailers Association (bira) 

Representing independent retail businesses. We are proud to represent thousands 
of members across the UK, from single retail outlets to small chains, to large 
department stores and agricultural dealerships. 

bira.co.uk 
 

Children’s Foot Health Register 

Companies which become members are committed to the highest standard of shoe 
fitting for young growing feet. The site provides a list of members searchable by 
area. There is also information about the way in which children’s feet develop. 

fitkidsshoes.org 
 

SATRA Technology 

This website contains technical articles, industry reports, news items and information 
about SATRA products and services, courses and publications. 

satra.com 
 

The Society of Shoe Fitter (SSF) 

Whether you are a shoe retailer, chiropodist, podiatrist, member of the public, local 
MP... or just love feet and footwear, the Society of Shoe Fitters aims to help you with 
your enquiires. You can find us on Facebook and Twitter and at some footwear 
exhibitions including MODA. 

shoefitters.footkaki.com 
 

 

  

http://www.britishfootwearassociation.co.uk/
http://www.bira.co.uk/
http://www.fitkidsshoes.org/
http://www.satra.com/
https://shoefitters.footkaki.com/
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Disclaimer 

 
Please note that every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the 
information contained in this document, however some recently acquired items  
may since have been added to the collection. Please ask for help at the enquiry desk 
or check the British Library online catalogue catalogue.bl.uk for more details. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://catalogue.bl.uk/
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