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TV & Film Industry Guide 

This guide is designed for anyone starting or running a business related to the TV 
and Film Industry.  
 
We have highlighted some of the key resources about the TV and Film Industry that 
you can find at the Business & IP Centre such as general research (statistics, trends 
and developments), key companies, trade magazines and newsletters.  
 
All you need is a free Reader Pass. 
 
 

About the Business & IP Centre (BIPC) 

The Business & IP Centre is here to help you start and grow your business. We offer 
one-to-ones, specialist workshops, inspiring events and access to premium market 
data and intelligence - all for free. We are home to the UK’s largest collection of 
business and intellectual property (IP) information, as well as a thriving community of 
entrepreneurs. Based in the British Library and over 70 libraries across the UK.  
  
  

Here to help 

If you have any questions, our information specialists at the Business & IP Centre 
will be happy to help. You can pop into the BIPC reading room on the first floor in  
the British Library, or email one of the team at bipc@bl.uk 
  
 
Updated January 2026 
Julie Boadilla 
 
 
 
 
 

bl.uk/bipc 

linkedin 

Instagram  

mailto:bipc@bl.uk
http://www.bl.uk/bipc
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/business-ipcentre
https://www.instagram.com/businessandipcentre/?hl=en
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Start-Up Information 

 
 
 
 

 
The Cobra database contains practical fact-sheets on all aspects of starting, 
running and managing a small business – including information on writing business 
plans, marketing, company structures etc. 
 
It also covers the practical aspects of how to start and run particular types of 
businesses – outlining necessary skills, regulations, licences and legislation etc.  
and highlights other sources of information and advice available. 
 
Accessible via electronic resources. 
 

Business Opportunity Profiles (BOP)  

Audio-Visual Equipment Hire  BOP210 

Advertising Agency BOP480 

Performing Arts Company BOP383 

Recruitment Consultant  BOP084 

Recording/Rehearsal Studio BOP390 

  

Business Information Fact Sheets 

Preventing Copyright  
Infringement  BIF218 

An Overview of Intellectual 
Property Rights  BIF012 

Support for the Arts and  
Culture Sector  BIF567 

 

Mini Business Opportunity Profiles (MBP) 

Actor         MBP307               

Animator                    MBP088 

Comedy Writer   MBP089 

Entertainment Agent MBP496 
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Photographic  
Equipment Retailer  MBP442 

 

Research Brief (SRG) 

Performing Arts  SRG004 

 

Sector Updates (SEC) 

Advertising and Marketing SEC009 

Creative Industries SEC056 

Theatre and Culture  SEC046 

TV & Film  SEC126 
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Market Research and Statistics 

If you are planning on starting a business you will need to be aware of the latest 
trends, developments and opportunities within your industry which can all be found 
from market research. 
Market research also covers market size and forecasts, consumer demographics 
and attitudes, the key players and products and will often include SWOT and  
PEST analysis showing areas of strength, weakness, opportunities etc. 
 

 

 

 

eMarketer 

eMarketer produces reports from high-level overviews of the trends, forces, and 
players affecting the industry, to product and company rankings and comparisons 
focused on digital consumer and retail markets. 
 

• Ad Measurement Trends 2024 

• Ad Measurement Trends H2 2025 

• Advertising Trends to Watch in 2025 

• Change in UK Total Media Ad Spending, by Media 2024 and 2025 

• Global Media Intelligence 2024: Western Europe 

• Media Usage UK (Forecast 2025) 

• Retail Media Advertising in France, Germany and the UK: strong growth continues 

and opportunities remain despite challenges ahead 2025 

• Top Trends to Watch in 2026 

• UK Digital Video Viewers 2025-2029 Forecast  

• UK Digital Ad Spending by Industry 2025 

• UK Netflix Viewers (Forecast 2025) 

• UK Programmatic Ad spending Benchmarks: H1 2025 

• UK Total Media Ad Spending Benchmarks: H1 2025 

• Western Europe Trends to Watch in 2025 (Report) 

• Worldwide OTT Video Viewers Forecast 2025: slow growth for you tube, Netflix 

and others, Even as Billions of digital video viewers remain untapped 2024 
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IBISWorld 

IBISWorld provides trusted industry research on thousands of industries worldwide. 
Their analysts leverage economic, demographic and market data, then add 
analytical and forward-looking insight, to help organizations of all types make better 
decisions. 
 

• M73.110 Advertising Agencies in the UK 2025 

• J59.120 – Film, Video & TV Programme Post-Production in the UK 2025 

• J59.130 – Film, Video & TV Programme Distribution in the UK 2025 

• J59.140 – Cinemas in the UK 2025 

• J59.111 – Motion Picture Production in the UK 2025 

• J60.200 – Television Programming & Broadcasting in the UK 2025 

• J59.113 – Television Programme Production in the UK 2025 

 

 

 

 

Mintel 

Mintel provides market research and consumer intelligence solutions to  
consumer-focused businesses with a combination of syndicated tools and  
custom insight solutions. 
 

• Attitudes towards Video and TV UK 2022 

• Cinemas UK 2022 

• Film and Cinema UK 2025 

• Media Trends Autumn UK 2025 

• Media Trends Spring UK 2025 

• Technology Trends: Winter 2025 

• Televisions UK 2024 

• The Future of TV and Video UK 2024 

• TV Viewing Habits UK 2025 
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Statista 

Statista is a global data and business intelligence platform with an extensive 
collection of statistics, reports, and insights on over 80,000 topics from 22,500 
sources in 170 industries. 
 

• Advertising in the United Kingdom 2024 

• Broadcaster Video-on-demand in the United Kingdom 2023 

• Children and Media in the United Kingdom 2025 

• Consumers in the UK 2025 

• Film Industry in Europe 2025 

• Film Industry in the United Kingdom 2025 

• Online Media & Entertainment Usage in the United Kingdom 2025 

• Target Audience: Comedy Fans in the United Kingdom 2025 

• Target Audience: Drama Fans in the United Kingdom 2025 

• Target Audience: Horror Fans in the United Kingdom 2024 

• Target Audience: Owners of Smart Home Devices for Entertain in the United 

Kingdom 2024 

• Target Audience: Parents with Children under the age of 14 in the United Kingdom 

2024 

• Target Audience: Reality TV Fans in the United Kingdom 2024 

• Target Audience: Talk Show Viewers in the United Kingdom 2024 

• Television Industry in the United Kingdom 2025 

• TV Advertising in the United Kingdom 2024 
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Trade Magazines and Journals 

Useful for gaining inside knowledge, recent trends, industry news, company profiles, 
reviews of new products and services. Some contain annual reviews and company 
contact lists. Ordered via the British Library catalogue (please ask for help). 
 
 

British Cinematographer  

(Laws) 2021  

[ZK.9.d.2780]  
(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

British Cinematographer is Europe’s No.1 magazine 
covering the art and craft of cinematography, and the 
technologies involved in motion pictures and broadcast 
production. This flagship title is endorsed by the British 
Society of Cinematographers, the Guild of British Camera 
Technicians, and IMAGO, the Federation of European 
Cinematographic Societies. 

 

Broadcast  

(Communications Software Ltd.)  

[(P) RT 00 – E (8) Science 2]  
(Can be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

Broadcast is the leading resource for those working in the 
UK broadcasting industry. It offers up-to-the-minute 
industry news, from the most experienced and 
authoritative voices in broadcasting. 

 

Film Careers  

(Capstone Global Library, 2017)  

[YKL.2018.b.1887] General Reference Collection  
(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

Discover more about how to land your first job in  
film industry. 
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Innovation in Magazine Media 2017-2018 World Report  

(Innovation International Media Consulting Group, 

2017)  

[YKL.2018.b.5033]  
(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue). 

This report include Monetisation, Tech in media, Mobile 
only, Messaging apps & bots, Print innovations, 
Progressive vs native apps, reinventing legacy editorial 
teams and content social media and distribution. 

 

International Journal of Digital Television  

(Intellect)  

[ZK.9.a.11219]   
(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

The International Journal of Digital Television will describe 
and explain the transition to digital TV and wider trends in 
television. The Journal will bring together, and share, the 
work of academics, policy-makers and practitioners, 
offering lessons from one another’s experience. 
 

Introduction to Media Distribution: Film, Television 

and New Media  

(Scott Kirkpatrick, 2018)  

[ELD.DS.329347] digital content available in the Library. 

Introduction to Media Distribution offers a clear, direct and 
comprehensive overview of the entire film, television and 
new media distribution business. 

 
 

Journal of British Cinema and Television  

(Edinburgh University Press)  

[ZC.9.a.7172]  
(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

The Journal of British Cinema and Television is the prime 
publication for anyone interested in reading or publishing 
original work in the fields of British cinema and television. 
Each issue contains a wide range of articles, substantial 
book reviews and conference reports, an in-depth 
interview with a leading practitioner in the field, and a 
section intended to encourage debate amongst those 
studying British cinema and television. 
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Screen Trade Magazine: The Quarterly Journal for 

British and European Exhibitors  

(Screentrade Media) 2021  

[ZK.9.d.2583] (Must be ordered using the British Library 
catalogue) 

Screen Trade Magazine covers all aspects of cinema 
exhibitors and film distribution. Having quickly established 
a reputation for getting to the heart of industry matters, 
among them the digital debate, film piracy and screen 
jumping, is read by industry players. It also discusses the 
people issues that impact our industry. 
 

Scriptwriting for Film, Television and New Media  

(Routledge, 2019)  

[ELD.DS.391569] digital content available in the Library. 

This is an introduction to writing scripts for film, television, 
the internet and inter active multimedia. 

 

 

 

The Journal of Film Music  

(International Film Music Society)  

[ZK.9.a.12986]  

(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

The Journal of Film Music provides an interdisciplinary 
forum for scholars in music, film, and other disciplines 
who share a common interest in this vital new area of 
scholarly inquiry. 

 

The Soundtrack  

(Intellect)  

[Zk.9.a.10600] 
(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

It is a multi-disciplinary journal which brings together 
research in the area of music and sound in relation to film 
and other moving image media. 
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Zerb: The Journal for the Guild of  

Television Cameramen  

(Hartfield)  

[P.623/1127]  
(Must be ordered using the British Library catalogue) 

Zerb is both written and edited by cameramen. Each issue 
is edited by a different member of GTC acting as guest 
editor. This ensures that material in the magazine is 
predominantly 'from the cameraman's point of view' and 
strives to be topical, objective and always of interest to 
working cameramen, featuring an entertaining mix of 
technical information and human stories related to the 
craft of camerawork. 
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Business News and Journals 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Factiva 

In order to find the latest news on your topic it is always worth searching Factiva, 
Business Source Complete and EMIS. 
 
 

 

Business Source Complete 

You will find articles from specialist business and academic journals, as well as 
newspapers and magazines. You may also find market research reports and case 
studies. As well as profiles of leading industry figures. 
 
 

 

EMIS 

You will also find articles covering recent developments and predicting future trends 
in your industry. 
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Small Business Help Books 

This is a collection of books with practical information aimed at those starting and 
running a business. Located in the Centre, unless otherwise stated. 
 

The Business of Media distribution: Monetizing Film, 

TV, and Video content in an online World  

(Jeffrey C. Ulin, 2014)  

[SBH.BT.132 Small Business Help] 

This book provides information on how films and TV 
shows are distributed and includes latest and detailed 
accounts of companies. 

 

Behind [The] Scenes Film Careers  

(Capstone Global Library Limited, 2017)  

[SBH. BT.33 Small Business Help]  

This book provides information of the most interesting 
jobs that take place behind the scenes in the 
entertainment industry. 

 

 

Filmmaking in Action: Your Guide to the  

Skills and Craft  

(Adam Leipzig and Barry Weiss, 2015)  

[SBH.BT.34 Small Business Help] 

This book provides information on filmmakers. 

 

 

How To Write For Television  

(William Smethurst, 2016)  

[SBH.BT.67 Small Business Help] 

A guide to writing and selling TV and radio scripts. 
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The Film Photography Handbook  

(Ingram Publisher, 2006)  

[SBH.BT.140 Small Business Help] 

Rediscovering Photography in 35mm, Medium 
and Large Format. 

 

 
 

Writing The TV Drama Series:  

How to Succeed as A Professional Writer In TV  

(Pamela Douglas, 2018) 

[SBH.BT.186 Small Business Help] 

This book is a complete resource for anyone who wants 
to write and produce for television drama series or create 
an original series, as well as for teachers in screenwriting 
classes and workshops. 
 
 

Writing for The Screen  

(Taylor & Francis, 2017)  

[SBH.BT.158 Small Business Help] 

This serves as a practical, accessible guide for aspiring 
screenwriters and students, revealing real-world insights 
about working in film and television. 
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Printed Market Research Reports 

(Please ask for help in finding these) 
 

Innovation in Media 2020-21 World Report  

(Innovation Media Consulting Group and FIPP, 2020)  

[MKT 338.4707057205 BUS] 

This edition is annual innovation reports sets out to 
identify the ground-breaking, innovative – and successful 
initiatives and case studies in magazine media from all 
over the world. 

 

 

Media Consumption Forecasts  

(Zenith Optimedia, 2019)  

[(B) MKT 381.45302230112 BUS] 

This edition describes and forecasts the growth of new 
media. 

 

The BVA Yearbook  

(British Video Association, 2016)  

[(B) MKT 384.558 BUS] 

This is a definitive guide to the home media entertainment 
industry in the United Kingdom. The report details value 
as well as volume for all the physical retail and rental 
sections. It also looks at how technological developments 
alter the way people lead their lives, including their leisure 
habits and preferences. 

 

Thirty Rising Media Markets  

(Zenith, 2018)  

[(B) MKT 338.4730223 BUS] 

This edition describes forecast the growth of new media. 
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World Digital Media Factbook 2014-2015  

(World Newsmedia Network, 2014)  

[(B) MKT 302.231 BUS] 

Reports contains presents research, data and analysis 
covering digital media revenue and usership trends. 
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Directories 

Contain lists of companies and industry contacts. Some have annual industry 
reviews, and specialist articles. 

 

Benn’s Media: UK & Ireland Volume 1  

(Cision, 2018)  

[(B) DIR. 070.572 BUS] 

The guide to United Kingdom and Ireland newspapers, 
periodicals and broadcast media. 

 

Benn’s Media: World News Media Volume 2  

(Cision, 2018)  

[(B) DIR. 070.572 BUS] 

The guide to news media and broadcast. 

 

Contacts  

(Spotlight, 2016)  

[(B) DIR. 791.0941 BUS] 

The essential book of contacts for entertainment industry. 

 

 
 

The Televisual Book: The essential guide to UK 

production  

(Televisual Media UK, 2017)  

[(B) DIR 791.450941 BUS] 

An in-depth guide to the UK creative industries, revealing 
the key talent, trends and kit in production. 
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Washington News Media Contacts Guide  

(Grey House Publishing, 2020)  

[(B) DIR 071.53 BUS] 

The most accurate up-to-date source for media  
contacts. With the largest concentration of news media 
in the World.  
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Internet Sources 

Websites containing free sources of policy, industry statistics, information  
and contacts. 
 

BAFTA 

The British Academy of Film and television Arts (BAFTA) promotes and rewards 
excellence in film, television and Internet and multimedia technologies.  

bafta.org 
 

BBC Films 

BBC Films is the feature film-making arm of the BBC. Its sub-divisions Film Network 
provides a Filmmaking Guide where you can find more information about the 
filmmaking and exhibition process, from pre-production through to marketing and 
distribution.  

bbc.co.uk/bbcfilms 
 

British Film Commission (BFC) 

The British Film Commission (BFC) is the national body in charge of attracting, 
encouraging and supporting the production of international feature films in the UK. 
With offices in the UK and the US, the BFC provides free professional advice to help 
make productions in the UK a reality.  

britishfilmcommission.org.uk  
 

The British Society of Cinematographers 

The British Society of Cinematographers is an educational, social and professional 
organisation. Since its formation in 1949 its prime objective has been to promote and 
encourage the highest standards in the art and craft of cinematography.  

bscine.com  
 

UK Cinema Association 

The Cinema Exhibitors Association represents the interests of UK cinema operators. 
It also supports the work of The Cinema and Television Benevolent Fund and the 
British Cinema and Television Veterans.  

cinemauk.org.uk  
 

ScreenSkills 

As part of our remit as a Sector Skills Council, Skillset is the definitive source of 
research into employment, conditions and skill levels in the UK film industry.  

screenskills.com  

http://bafta.org/
https://bbc.co.uk/bbcfilms
https://bbc.co.uk/bbcfilms
http://britishfilmcommission.org.uk/
http://bscine.com/
http://cinemauk.org.uk/
http://screenskills.com/
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Directors Guild of Great Britain 

A trade union representing directors across all media. It offers help with contracts, a 
campaigning voice and organises seminars and screenings.   

dggb.org 
 

Equity 

Equity is a trade union that represents artists from across the arts and entertainment 
industries. 

equity.org.uk 
 

Film London 

Film London is the capital's public agency for feature film, television, commercials 
and other interactive content, including games. Their aim is to ensure London has a 
thriving film sector that enriches the capital’s businesses and its people. Film London 
is supported by the UK Film Council, the London Development Agency, Arts Council 
England London, the Mayor of London and Skillset.  

filmlondon.org.uk  
 

IMDB – Movies, TV and Celebrities 

IMDBPro, part of IMDB, provides 80,000 representation listings for actors, directors 
and producers and provides 30,000 employee contact details for companies in the 
movie and TV industry.  

imdb.com 
 

Independent Cinema Office (ICO) 

A national organisation set up to foster and support independent film exhibition 
throughout the UK. 

independentcinemaoffice.org.uk  
 

Producer Alliance for Cinema and Television (Pact) 

Pact is the UK trade association representing and promoting the commercial interest 
of independent feature film, television, digital, children’s and animation media 
companies.  

pact.co.uk 
 

Script Factory 

National screenwriter’s organisation offering training, masterclasses, performed 
readings and a script development service.  

scriptfactory.org 

http://dggb.org/
http://equity.org.uk/
http://filmlondon.org.uk/
http://imdb.com/
http://independentcinemaoffice.org.uk/
https://pact.co.uk/
https://pact.co.uk/
http://scriptfactory.org/
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Moviegram 

A social networking website for filmmakers of all ages and skill levels; allowing you to 
share and receive feedback on all aspects of the film production cycle, where your 
final cut can be shown and reviewed by filmmakers all over the world.  

bfi.org.uk/films-tv-people/4ce2b970236be 
 

Federation of Drama Schools  

A group of institutions that provide conservatoire style vocational training for those 
who want to be professional performers, theatre makers and technical theatre 
practitioners.  

federationofdramaschools.co.uk 
 

The Writer’s Guild of Great Britain 

A membership-based organisation, with a specific arm focussing on screenwriters. 
The Writers’ Guild agreements establish the minimum terms and conditions for TV, 
film, radio, book and theatre work. 

writersguild.org.uk  
 
 
 

 

National Screen Agencies:  

Arts & Business 

The sole agency for film in Wales, the agency’s aim is to facilitate the emergence of 
a viable and sustainable Welsh film industry.  

artsandbusinessni.org.uk  
 

Creative England: 

Details about funding opportunities from Creative England and its three regional 
hubs (which replace the nine screen agencies) will become available on the Creative 
England website in due course.  

wearecreative.uk  
 

Creative Scotland 

Replaces Scottish Screen as the main funding body in Scotland.  

creativescotland.com  
 

http://bfi.org.uk/films-tv-people/4ce2b970236be
https://federationofdramaschools.co.uk/
https://federationofdramaschools.co.uk/
http://writersguild.org.uk/
http://artsandbusinessni.org.uk/
https://wearecreative.uk/
https://wearecreative.uk/
http://creativescotland.com/
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Northern Ireland Screen  

Northern Ireland Screen, formerly NIFTC, is the National Screen Agency for 
Northern Ireland. Northern Ireland Screen administers and allocates various funds 
for the development and production of the moving image, including feature film, 
shorts, animation, documentaries, television drama series and new media.  

northernirelandscreen.co.uk 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 

 
Please note that every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the 
information contained in this document, however some recently acquired items  
may since have been added to the collection. Please ask for help at the enquiry desk 
or check the online catalogue at catalogue.bl.uk for more details. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/
https://northernirelandscreen.co.uk/
https://catalogue.bl.uk/
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