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All our strawberry pickers and all our casual workers until the 1980s were locally 
sourced. Housewives, as a broad definition, before the days of sexual 
discrimination you could recruit just female labour for this purpose, it was 
deemed that men’s hands were too big and weren’t so dextrous, and were 
damaging the fruit. We are talking about a time of relatively low unemployment 
for females, and there was a ready supply of people wanting to come and 
harvest. Looking back it still amazes me, it wasn’t just for economic reasons, 
there was very much a social aspect. They were coming out to the fields – they 
were having a good time although they were also working very hard. At break 
times they would gossip and even in the field they could gossip perhaps in a 
way they couldn’t in a factory. And it was, there was a great sense of 
camaraderie. Many of the workers would of course have children. In many cases 
it was preschool mothers who we were employing, once their children were at 
school they may well seek something more permanent. They were coming to 
earn pocket money, pin money really, and it was chaos. You know, at the end 
of strawberry rows were parked the prams, the pushchairs and the kids were 
expected to stay in them most of the day. You know those that were in nappies 
had their nappies changed at various times in the day, those that were past it 
would scream to go to be taken to the toilet which unlike our sophisticated field 
toilets today were very primitive holes in the ground in a tin shed. And it amazes 
me that the kids put up with it, but they didn’t have any choice, you know they 
had snotty runny noses, they were crying, they were bawling, they tended to be 
given things to eat of course to shut them up – but again a number of workers 
would work in groups and look after each other’s children so if one was right 
down the row, quite a distance away and a child was needing help, then 
someone else would assist. There was this great sense of working together 
which in a way we don’t have today. 
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